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Dec. 1946 Lifford:—Foundation of the Society at the County House
Lifford. Chairman—Very Rev. P. Mac Loingsigh P.P.

April 1947 Strawnorlar :—J. C. T. MacDonagh, “County Donegal in
Anglo Irish Literature,” members and friends entertained to
tea at Vocational Schools by Mrs. Walker, Mrs. Bastible,
Mrs. Mac Donagh, Mrs. Hannigan and Miss Maire Walsh.

August 1947. Lettermacaward :—P. J. MacGill, “Notes on the Sand-
hill Settlements of Co. Donegal”. Examination of the Dooey
Gravemound. Members entertained to tea by Mr. and Mrs.
John Boyle.

October 1947. Beltany:—Andrew Lowry: “The Tops—a Druidic
Stone Circle”.

December 1947. Lifford:— Dr. S. P. O’Riordain: “Antiquities of the
Irish Countryside”. Afternoon tea at Conneyboro Hotel.
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Spring 1948. Letterkenny:—Rev. Dr. Cunea: “Territorial limits of
the Diocese of Raphoe.” D. O'Kelly : “‘Letterkeany and its
Surroundings”.

Whit Monday 1948. Brownhall as the guests of Capt. J. S. Hamilton
and the late Mrs Hamilton: H. Deery “The Parish of Drum-

holm”. Tour of the Pullins with Capt. Hamilton and Miss
Hamilton. Afternoon tea at Brownhall. )

August Bank Holiday 1948. Doe Castle: Papers read by Messrs
Dunnion, O’Kelly ana MacDaonagh.

Autumn 1948. Lifford:—Exhibition of Books, Maps and Mss. relat-
ing io Co. Donegal, arranged with the County Library. Film,
Father C. Finnegan and Father J. Doherty, “The Beginning
of History”.

ST. Patrick’s Day 1949. Ardara..—P.J. Mac Gill: “The Woollen
Industry and Co. Donegal.” Members entertained to tea by
Very Rev. Chas. Boyce, P.P., and ladies of Ardara.

Wkhit Monday 1949 The Grianan of Aileach :(— Papers read by L.

Emerson and J. C. Mac Donagh.

August Bank Holiday. Ballyshannon:—Antiquities in and around
the Abbey, guide, Mr. J. McGonigle.

Autumn 1949. *The Two Mile Stones—a pre-Christian settlement.”
Paper read by S.D. Mac Lochlainn. Members and friends -
entertained to tea at Cavangarden by the Misses Atkinson.

Witter 1948, Lifford :—Book and Mss. Exhibition arranged with
County Library: Paper—J.C. Mac Donagh — “ Evolution
and devolution of Local Government in Co. Donegal.”

Spritg 1950 Raphoe:—Venerable Archdeacon Homan.“The Cathe-
dral”; T.A. Morrow. “The Castle”; A. Lowry “Antiquities
around Raphoe”.

Summ-~r 1959. Conwall, Gartan, Templedouglas : with the
Londonderry Field Club. Members were entertained to tea
at the Gartan Hotel by Rev. Richard Laird, President Lon-
donderry Field Club, and Miss R. Laird.

Autumn 1950. Letterkenny Civic Week:—Exhibition of Irish Anti-
quities arranged through the courtesy of the National muse-
um of Ireland, H. P. Swan, Andrew Lowry and other mem-
bers of the Sociely. Dr. G. A. Hayes McCoy, “The Irish
Gallowglasses.” Dr. E. O’Gallagher, “Ulster Folk Music.”
Andrew Lowry “Experiences as a collector of Irish
Antiquities”.
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motes ch Quem'es

MILITARY HISTORY IN
GOUNTY DONEGAL

MacNevin in the @appendex
to his History of the Volunteers
of 1782 (Centenary Edition)
gave the following as the dele-
gates who represented County
Donegal at the Dungannon Con-
vention :

Col. A. Montgomery,

Col. John Hamilton,

Col. R. MeClintock,

Lt. Col. Chas. Nesbitt,

Lt. Col. A. Stewart.
He also gave a list of the wvar-
ious corps formed in Ireland, but
its incompleteness is apparent
even if one tries to identify the
Corps commanded by these Don-
egal delegates. I should like to
place on record my amendment
of MacNevin’s list in sp far as it
relates to Donegal :(—

1. The Arran Phalanx Scarlet
faced white, Capt. Dawson, Lt.
Fredrick Gore : Earl of Arran.
{Mac Nevin) Was this a County
Donegal Corps?

2. Donegal First Regiment, Lt.
Col. Hamilton (Mac Nevin). Was
he the County Delegate?

3. Ramelton Volunteers, Capt.
James Watt. (Mac Nevin). Mr.
Andrew Lowry has a brass belt
badge engraved “Ramelton Sup-
plementary Yoemanry Corps”
and he rightly ascribes it to the
1798 period.

4. Raplce Battalion — 1 July,
1778, scarlet faced blue, Lt. Col.
Chas. Nesbitt. (MacNevin) See
“Three Hundred years in Innish-
owen” (Young). MacNevin’s title
is not correct—See Ulster Arch-
aeological Journal Vols. 111 and
1V (1897) for illustration of sil-
ver belt badge belonging to (Rev)
John Lamy, L.L.D., (High Sher-
iff for Co. Donegal 1785) with
the inscription ‘“Royal Raphoe

Volunteers.” Mr. Lowry has a
brass badge with a similar in-
scription.

5. The Loyal Ballyshannon
Volunteérs.

8. The Killybegs Corps. These

2317.

twp units are noticed to some
length by Hugh Allingham in his
‘*History of Ballyshannon.” The
flags mentioned by him are now
in the National Museum of Ire-
land and some excellent preser-
vation work has been carried out
on them by Dr. G. A. Hayes
MacCoy.

7. The Ulsler Fourth Regiment,
Col. R .McClintock. (Mac Nevin)
I assume that this was a Donegal
regiment as its Colonel was one
of the County Delegates.

8. The Lifford Volunteers. Belt
badge found by Mr. Lowry near
Argrey.

9.7, Mr. Lowry has a brass belt
badge, one of many still to be
found in the Whitecross, Raphoe
district. It bears the inseription
Juvenum Manus (Crown sur-
mounting a harp) Emicat Ardens
and he believes that this was
worn by a corps drawn from
that area.

As some of these Corps were
reformed or re-incorporated dur-
ing the last decade of the 18th
century I now submit a list of
ternritorial units which I  have
.compiled for that period :—

1... The Tir Hugh Cavalry.
Commission in the Hamilton Mss.
at Bownhall.

2. The Loyal Finn Water
Corps. Founded by Capt. John
Cochrane of Edenmore. {Burke :
Landed Gentry of Great Brit-
ain. 1925.) Corporal Richard Jen-
kins (Grand Jury Mss. in C.L.L.)

3. The Raphoe Corps (See J.
D.H.S. Vol. 1 No. 3 p.) .

4 The Culdaff Yeomanry.
Lieut. Thomas Harvey (Grand
Jury Mss. in the County Library
at Lifford). These may be ident-
ical with the GCuldaff Infantry
(U.J.A. op. cit.)

5. The Letterkenny Yeoman-
ry. Sergt. John Moore (Grand
Jury Mss.)

6. The Letterkenny Cavalry.
Sergt. Geo. Barrett (Barnet) (G.
J. Mss.)

7. The Malin Cavalry. Stand-
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ard at Malin Hall 1897 (U.J.A.)
8. The Mulin Infantry. Drum
at Malin Hall 1897 (U.J.A.)
These iisis are not exhaus-
tive and I should like to see them
amplified and enlarged. As ter-
ritorial units they were in addi-
lion to tne Donegal Militia which
appears to have set its roots as
carly as the middle of the 17th
century? According to Major
General Sir Henry McAnaly,
#The Irish Militia a Mr. Cle-
ments of Co. Kildare is the pre-
sent cusiodian of Donegal Milit-
ia records and the regiment is
worthy of a short history in this
Journal, One of its last Company
Commanders, Captain J. S. Ham-
ilton, D.L., is a past President of

this Society.
“MARB"

# “The Irish Militia 1793-1816: a
social and military study.” Dub-
lin : Clonmore and Reynol.ds,
1949,

FROCM DONEGAL T0 PERU —
O’'GALLAGHERS IN EXILE

~ “Senor Manuel Gallagher,
65 vear old Foreign Minister for
Peru, has arrived in Washington
for a hemisphere conference of
Latin - American Statesmen,
Speaking Peiuvian Senor (al-
lagher told the Irish News
Ag°ney through an interpreter
‘My  grandfather was a scientist
aad he came from Ireland. He
came fo Peru from County Done-
gal on the Charles Darwin ex-
pedition of the last century. He
liked Peru so much that he stay-
ed there and sent home {o Ire-
land for his sweetheart who be-
came grandmother’. Senor Gal-
Iagher was born in Lima, capital
of Peru and he is the son of Pat
ricio and Petranilla Gallagher”.

(People’s Press. 1950)

SOME SEVENTEENTH CEN-
TURY MERCHANT BANKERS
OF CO. DONEGAL.

The following list of token
coins has been brought to my
notice. Can any reader add to it
or supply biographical informa-
tion relating to the merchants
who issued them?—

w1) William Anderso(n)—
Harp with six sirings Laterkenie
(star) march(t). 1d.

(2) WJames Coningham 1d.
Laterkenie (diamond) marchit)
Harp with seven strings.

(3) Ion Mack(y) march (1)
MecCunningham 1660.

{4) Ion Calhowne, Castlefeine,
1d.

5) Wil. Wigton, Donegal.

(6) Geo. Anderson, Rathmul-
len. 1d.

THE BROOKES OF BROOK-

HALL (now Fort Stewart)

Mr. Basil G. Brooke, 23 Halsey
St., London S.W.3., would like
to know the whereabouts of the
family burial place of the above.

Tory Island Lighthouse,
Meenlaragh P.O.,
Lelterkenny,
Co. Donegal,
24/8/1950.
D:zar Mr. McDonagh, A

1 see by a news item which
appears in to-day’s Derry Jour-
nal, that an 18-centuries-old
Roman coin was found near
Conwal burying ground.

Some time ago a man on
this Island, J. Meenan, brought
me portions of coins which he
found near the traditional site of
Balor's Castle. I sent them to my
friend, A.W. Stelfox, formerly of
the National Museum. He took
them to Dr. O'Sullivan who looks
after the coins in the Ari{ Divis-
ion of the Museum. He said they
are silver pennies of the reign of
Edward the First, and minted
b-lween 1279 and 1307 A.D. Dr.
’Sullivan  thinks one certainly
between 1,302 and 1,307, the
other older. They may be of
some use lo you in your capacity
of Hon Secretary to the Histor-
‘cal Society.

I told Mr. Stelfox of four
other square coins which were
found by the  islanders some
years ago, and sold to visitors
from Belfasi at ten shillings
each, £2 for the four. Dr. O'Sul-
liyvan says that these were al-
most certainly Spanish and
minted during Philip’s reign; i.e.
Elizabethan — the time of the
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Armads, but he does not suppose
that they came from the Armada
as there was much trade betwe-
en Spain and Ireland about that

period.
Yours sincerely,
D. J. O’Sullivan.

“0As Others C’S.aw (Us"

(John O’Donovan in County
Donegal in 1835)
By Kit Taaffe.

““Clonmany is the most Irish
Parish I have yet wvisited; the
men, only, who go to markets
and fairs, speak a little English,
the women and children speak
Irish only. This arises from their
distance from villages and towns
and from being completed envir-
oned by mountains which form a
gigantic barrier between them and
the more civilized and less civil in-
habitants of the lower country. I
never heard Irish better spoken,
nor experienced more natural
civility and innocence than in
that very secluded and wild par-
ish.” (23rd August, 1835).

THE MacDERMOTTS (?)

“The [0O] Duibhdhiarmas
Doo-vearma’s the ancient chiefs
of Bredcha, of the race of Owen
are very numerous in the par-
ish: one of the name is the best
seanachic or historian in Movillzs.
The name is now changing to
Mac Dermott! " Moville 17 Aug-
ust, 1835).

THE O'DOHERTYS OF INISH-
OWEN

e p e John {O’Doherty of
the Townland of Bree. not far
from ‘Malin Well, a man full of
years, traditions and hospitality.
He thus traces his pedigree to
Connor and Erny, who he says,
was the first who got possession
of Innishowen. Shane MacDon-
ogh, Mhic Cahir, Mhic Owen,
Mhic Cahir, Mhie Niall a Churry
Mhic Dermot, Mhic Cooey, Mhic
Brian Grooma, Mhic Cormac
Carrach, Mhic Sean More Mhic
Hugh Mhic Connor an Eny. I got
him to repeat this pedigree six
times over to see if it were settl-
ed in his memory and found that
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he can repeat all the names in
succession with &as much cer-
tainty as I could ABCD to Z. He
says that all the respectable
branches of the Doghertys knew
their pedigrees in the time of his
grandfather.

- Let us now try the accuracy
of this pedigree, by allowing
thirty years for each generation,
according to Newton’s chonology.
«Conor an Eny O’Doherty, the
first of the name set down in the
Annals of the Four Masters as
lLord of Inishowen died in the
year 1413.

1433 Hugh

1473 Shane More

1503 Cormack Carrach

1533 Brian Grooma

1563 Cooey

1593 Dermot

1623 Niall a Churry

1653 Cahir

1683 Owen

1713 Cahir

1743 Donogh

1773 Shane, now about 80
years old and has a

son.

1803 Donnell, and a grand-
son.

1833 Shane. now a little

bhoy. {21 Aug., 1835).

..... Sir Cahir, by his hot-
headness left his race without
property but Big Tom Doherty
of Muff (weieht 23 stones) a
rough customer. is purchasing
Innishowen as fast as he can.
Tom is worth, by all accounts,
£170.000 and his next aim is to
~irehase Kilderry from Captain
Yart who, if revorts be true. is
fast running through his pro-
perty. (18 Sept., 1835).

“I want from O'Keeffe the
account of the ferritories of Tir-
Connell taken from the O’Doug-
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herty Mss. . . ... he will find it
in the Common Place Book into
which he has copied all the Irish
poems on Aileach, Temiur ete.”
(Sept. 30, 1835).

THE MacLAUGHLINIS

Saw the Reverend Mr.
McLoughlm P.P,, of Muff, Burt
and Inch a very intelligent and
civil man who takes a great in-
terest in our work.

The name Uisge Chaoin,
which the natives understand to
mean light water has been de-
rived from a holv well situated
not far from the Chapel, the
water of which on being weighed
was found to be ‘‘the lightest in
Ulster”. Near the modern Roman
Catholic Chapel stands the gable
and a part of the side walls of
the Capella of Uisge Chaoin and
around them a small grave yard,
in which the grave stones exhib-
it the mnames of the principal
Septs of Inishowen.

I was moved by various
emotions upon viewing this grave
vard which encloses the ashes of
Prince Eogan the first Christian
convert in Innishowen, and of
fifty generations of his descend-
ants; and these emotions were
heightened by vicwing the
nrincely figure of MacLoughlin.
the eldest branch of his descend-
ants., who is now the actual pos-
sessor of the old grave yard and
of the field in which the cele-
brated Uisge Chaoin or Clarifont
springs”. (August27, 1835).

“Poor MacLoughlin, who
wrote the article on Burt Castle
and the Greenan, died last
spring of the cholera, as did his
brother a few days after him.
They were hoth classical teach-
ers, and the eldest not 23 years

old.” (Sept. 27, 1835).
“We are now in the capital
of Fanmaid.. Though Inish-

owen is divided from it only by
a narrow arm of the sea ... . the
natives look upon themselves as
a different people and speak of
the Inishonians as a debased and
demoralised people. And yet the
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men of Innishowen, are of the
two, the m o r e estimable.”
(Rathmullan 30 Aug., 1835).

“The inhabitants of Fanaid
have gotten the name of being
a rude people, and for that reas-
on ‘the citizens of Rathmullen
(which was anciently the Capital
of Fanaid) deny that they are
themselves Fanaidmen.”

(Rathmullen, 30 Aug., 1835).

“We crossed (Mulroy Bay)
and proceeded Southwards to
the Cily of Carrickart, where we
procured a comfortless lodging
in the best house which that
Great Town can boast of, a
thatched house, a storey and a
half high . ... we slept feverishly
all night, for a broken pane ad-
mitted the cold breeze. (Dunfan-
aghy Sept. 5, 1835).

“I am very anxious to visit
the fertile island of Tory, the
inhabitants of which have no re-
ligion, die as they come into the
world, without the imposition of
the hands of Bishop or Priest,
and would be more rejoiced at
sezing one wrecked vessil than
all the men of God in Christen-
dum. So the Dunfanaghy men
assert, but it is not easy to be-

lieve them.” Dunfanaghy, 8 Sept.,
1835.
Mac Sweeny na Doe and the

\IaoSweemes of County Donegal.

. A man, tall and state-
Iy, three women and some child-
ren accompanied by a hampered
ass, some greyhounds and other
dogs, and, I think a goat...
That is MacSwyne na Doe and
his family, the heir of Doe
Castle and the Sinsear of the
Clann Suivne, who though he re-
fains all the high notions of his
forebearers, has been obliged to

exchange the sword and the
battle axe for the budget and
the soldering (saudering) iron,

. the only badge of his nobility
are now his greyhounds and dogs
which no petty game keepers
have dared to deprive him for
Captain Hart treats him with
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great respect and delights to
hear him romancing akout the
daring achievements of Sir Mal-
murry Mace Swinnedo, from
whom, in a direct line, he is the
fifth in descent.

.« .. I asked the fisherman
if I could call him back to con-
verse with him about his family
and he desired me to go down
t> his own house and that he
would make signs tp him to re-
turn.

On entering the house my
eyes were astounded at the sight
of 2 able-bodied men (wilh thighs
as thick as those of two fat bul-
locks) playing with deafening
sound, the one upon the bag-
pipes, the other upon the fiddle.
On enquiry I learned that these
were the twp sons of MwcSweeny
who had been, for the last month
employed in  Captain Hart’s
house.

When the father arrived at
the door of the fisherman’s
cabin, he, {equipped ip his pro-
fessional aftire and  carrying
about him the implements that
characterise his profession) look-
ed in at us with that good hum-
our and ease which travelling
gentlemen are masters of, and
with a countenance which spoke
his descent from a goodly race.

. ... He then sat down and
told me his story, the misfor-
tunes of his family,how he came
to be a tinker and lastly his pedi-
gree up to Sir Malmurry
MacSwyne-Doe, which runs thus:

1. Sir Malmurry, the father

of

2 Donogh More, father of

3 Morogh, father of

4 Donogh Oge, father of

5 Torlogh, father of

6 Emon, now the senior,
aged 61.

7 Donogh

8 Torlogh.

He refers to his relative,

Morogh MacSwyne of Machaire-
more in Boylagh, for a confirma-
tion of this pedigree, and asseris
that every old Milesian from
Fanaid to Ballyshannon acknow-
ledge him to be the senior . . .

He is in great expectation of
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d’scovering Horn Head because
Captain Hart told his youngest
sorr  that  the Mac Sweenies
{Swynes) were unjustly deprived
of taat part of Doe.” (Sepi. 5th,
1835).

“Y.sterday we réemoved
from Dunfanaghy ... . on the
road we were overtaken by Don-
nz]l, Mac Torlogh, Mhic Owen,
Mhic Brian, Mhic Torlogh, Mhic
Shane, Mhic Donogh Mac Swyne,
of the race of Godfrey Na Bun-
nige MacSwyne of Doe, who is
most intimately acquainted with
this coast and from Wwhom we
obtained a great deal of informa-
tion.” (Sept- 11th 1835).

“To-morrow will be Sunday,
snd I expect to be able to see
some of the MacSweenies, They
are a most glorious race, warm-
hearted. humane, obliging, man-
Iy and honourable and easily dis-

t'nguishable from th e other
tribes by the peculiar cast of
their physiognomy.” /Ballycon-

nell Sept. 13, 1835).
(Kilmacrenan) — ‘‘This was

a theatre of great sectarian fury

until the year 1810 when Manus

O'Donnell aided by a few hum-

ane Protestants succeeded in the

restoration of peace.” {Letter-

kenny 18th Sept., 1835).

THE INAUGURATION STONE
OF THE O'DONNELLS
“One of the sappers (?7)

wrote in the Kilmacrenan Name

Book t hat the O'Donnells

were inaugurated at the Hill of

Doon but Manus (O’Donnell)

says that the O’Donnells were

crowned [elected) within the old
church (of Kilmaerenan) and
that the stone on which they
stood and which had on it the
impression of a foot and other
ornaments was to be seen there

when he was a boy (circa 1775).

Some suppose that the stone was

stolen, and that it is yet preserv-

ed but Manus stafes that it was
destroyed by a Mr. MacSwine,
who having changed his religion,
became a violent hater of every-
thing Irish. He tore down a great
part of the old Church to obtain
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building malterials and destroy-
ed all the ornamented stones in
the neighbourhood, . . .. it is pro-
bable that the inauguration
stone of the O’Donnells was orig-
inally placed on the Hill (recte
Rock) of Doon, but the annals
afford sufficient evidence that it
was in latter times, at least, in or
at the Church of Kilmacrenan.
Manus saw it under the North-
East window o0f the old Church.”

(Sept. 18th, 1835).

The town of Letterkénny is
in the middle of Giensoolie, and
yet the inhabitants deny that
they are Glensooliemen, that
appellation being applied to the
wild yet distilling inhabitants of
that Glen from Scarve Sollus
to the source of the river.

/Raphoe Sept. 30th, 1835).

“Drumbo (Stranerlar) is now
the Castle [as the peasants style
it) of a Sir Edmond Hayes, a
name which sounds plebeian on
my ears, as his fortunes were
not won by the long bow or the
gallowglass axe, but by usury
and prudence. This shows what
a wild sort of philosopher 1 am,
to look wilh veneration at the
fortune and castle of the ancient
hangman or hanging man and
cut throat, and to despise those
acquired kehind the counter by
a patient and perservering
accumulation of pennies and
white shillings. And why should
not the physician who receives
his fortune in isolated sovereign
pieces be as profusely sumptuous
and as open—handed as he who
receives the golden shower at
once—a shower which he never
earned by the sword or dagger,
but which flowed upon him from
his sublimely rascally ancestors?
One will answer that the money
which one obtains in isolated
small sums will be hoarded, be-
cause it is human nature to do
so! No matter Irish property is
now variously held—by night's
service, by Knight's service, by
fealty—by soctage in capite et
caetera, but we must respect all.

The O'Muldories and 0’Can-
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onans, men of anclent noble
blood (if nobility consists, which
I doubt, in robbing, burning,
maiming, blinding, imprisoniug
for life. putting away wives and
procuring others, building mon-
asteries and making pure pérpet-
ual donalions of land to the men
of God, making pilgrimages to
Lough Derg and Iona—and put-
ting on the habits of monks, and
dying conguerers of the world
and the devil) are now no more!
Their very name is buried in the
tomb of mon-existence.

These were succeed by the
O'Donnells—a proud and haugh-
ty race who disturbed the North
and South for five successive
centuries, and by so doing, prov-
ed a most formidable check to
Terminus and Ceres, and finally
left their progeny a pennyless,
proud race, stalking in the Glens
of their ancient principality with
pride and wretchedness and de-
riving sustenance not from the
rich fields of Raphoe but from
the blue mountains and hungry
glens of North and West Tircon-
nell.” (Sunday night, Oatober
12th 1835).

. . . Romantic Gleann Finne
in the heart of a purely Irish
country. We entered a Chapel
Yard and soon found ourselves
surrounded by a crowd of the
old and long headed natives of
Glen Fin—the remnant of the
men of Moy-lha, who were driv-
en to the mountains by the dom-
inant party of James 1 ... .1 am
glad to say that the Irish of Glen-
finn do not hate the descendants
of their Scotch conquerors,
though the Scotch keep them at
a most unnatural distance. A
very respectable farmer, who
lives close to the Church of Don-
oghmore, could not tell me the
name of the Parish Priest—mnor
direct me to any one individual
of Irish descent who might be
acquainted with the country! It
is all the fault of the preachers!”
Ballybofey, Oct. 5th 1835.

“I had never thought there
was any part of the Sacred Isle

.



JOURNAL OF THE COUNTY DONEGAL HISTORICAL SOCIETY

50 extensive and desolately wild
or so thinly inhabited as the re-
gion tnrough which we have
wandered since I wrote last. It
is sublimely barren, and at night
poeticaliy gloomy and horrible.”
‘Dungiow Oect. 12th 1835)

“We veered a little to the
S;uth—West with an intention of
visiting the townlands of Min A.
Globhann and Dumhaidh
(Dooey) where the most intelli-
gent natives of the parish reside

. on the road we met with
ciowds of wogmen of the moun-
tains loaded with stockings going
to thz stocking fair at Dunglow
and who bore deep graven on
visages the effects of poventy
and )smoke. ‘{Glenties, Oct. 15th
1735).

““‘Glencoluymbkille . . . . what
their forefathers thought, be-
lieved, said and did, a thousand
vears ago, they think, - believe,
say and do at present. They are
primitive beings whpo have but
few points of centact with the
civilized world. They hate, as
indeed. they should, the travel-
ling preacher. and cling to the
notions of their fathers with dig-
nified independence. Social im-
mobility seems to be the domin-
ant trait in the character of
these people, whp live in what
may be called the extreme brink
of the world, far from the civiliz-
ation of cities, and the lectures
of philopher. (Oct. 20th, 1835).

The inhabitants of these
glens and mountains are fair
specimens of what the Irish were
in times of yore. They have no
idea of comfort; the smoky cabin
of the cottier is perhaps not
much less comfortable than the
slated house of the grocer or the
leather-cutter; the wet potatoes
that grow in the holm or bog
serves them for food, and if
they can procure buttermilk for
kitchen {as they call it) it is
deemed a luxury; everything else
(eggs, butter, oats, pigs, sheep,
ete.) is sold to make the rent or
to buy tobacco. It is probable
that their condition is worse now
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than in ancient Irish times before
“.io introduction of peace and
the pctato; for then they had
Liitle or no rent to pay except a
few methers of butter in  the
vear, and the population being
small they were well able to live
upon the little corn produced by
the rich spots in the mountains
and glens, and upon the milk
and flesh of the cattle fed upon
the mountains, adding now and
then the creachs or preys carried
of in tyiumph from their lowland
neighbours. Fish also was a
sreat source of support. (Oct.
25th, 1835).

“Hawve reached Mount
Tharles . . . . we shall have a
f-ir here to-morrow and a pitch-
ed battle between the McGroar-
tvs and the O'Dohertys . . . .

. . . there being no appearance
of the battle, the police flock-d
from th-ir stations to prevent it.
we left the town as soon as the
showers were over, and so lost a
view of the spunk of old time.”
{Oct. 20th. 1835).

“A week at Pettigoe and
another at Ballyshannon will
now finish this dull county.”
(Donegal, Oct. 24th, 1835).

Though my letters are wild
as the mountains in which they
were written, still I do feel my-
self very sober in thought, and
exceedingly /excessive) in love
with truth even to the prejudice
of all national feelings. But when
vou consider the subject, the
difficulty of my task—that of
seeking through the dim vista of
tradition some faint glimmerings
of truth—and the incoherency of
rude tales which I have attempt-
ed to digest, you will, perhaps
feel convinced that I could not
be at all times serious or sober
in expression.

(Pettigoz, Oct. 28th, 1835).
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talTo TR conaitl
niatl 0 Domnaill

“Sin Mao paobdan, Pin riao
gin 1 Ma6in Mon Voime Lotain . .
Feapgur, TDomnall, Ainmine,
asupr Atnoi Mac Duac.”

1r cordil Tund & Ammoi
Mac Vuac an  caoireat mon
nemeannat a BHi AT Seantuata
Cin  Conaitl.  Maip pé Le Linn
Cotuim Citte. Uf pé corh cumap-
AC ™MIN Tup cuineadt ap énann Jin-
ealaly Clanna NéLL & Sin an
VHE 4 B A% na boic Mn lena
é4GTai 4 ctiteam Do Fear Dols;
To oitead man dronnad na Sar-
analg, L& ba moille, céim mome
né 1anla ap an Gipeannac dbalta
A cuinpea® clod ran  Impipeacs
0061H.

Ui dinof 1na ¢GL Taca 4%
Clanna NéiLL an Tuarciptc  ran
am a a1 riam AT cun 4 nTtheire
ap Gyunn. Tpoto ré  ag  Cal
Onetriine ©061H. Tporo ré Le
h€ogan Déal vod. Thoio ré Le
peanaicmi Utao o6, LA DVoire
lotaipt ¢uroig ré Leo oeirean A
cupt Le néim na  sCruminead 1a
cip tuaro. NiL lompd an  Sean-
tuata Tip Conalll 6na L4 géin
amaé. 1 A1T DO tona®, & épamnn!
Croca® &Mmi 50 snanamac ap
&paotb coitneara NéLL na Nao
n&S1all. :

Vet na reancpoimei 5o
mba tip Chutneaé an  mopcuro
oe Coigead Ulad anallén, aé
zup Fip Dols ir mé 4 BT rian 6
Loé Peabail agur 6n Deaspnar
thén. I rao Tnd tuats moéna
ann :  Tuat Tapronar 1 nodice
Ot asur ran Logdn; Tust Foe-
matnne &sur Cuat JSusipe  riap
6 Lo¢ Sailite 5o Opodsoir. Da
140 na priorhditesta a B acu
Oileat 4% 4n rhunTip tom; Sall
asur lonsall (pd Ror Joill) 45

an muncip &1an; €ar Ruato agur
Mag sCéinne a5 an muwintip tear
Da Leir na Fomanais Cuata CTon-
aige. O Dan Dalop 1 oTopatd
com hiomnditeat an & 00ME pén
Le hO1leac na Ri.

Ni natd a5 Luéc an treant-
raoil a¢ mipcd a4 Déanam ap
tume agur bi ré ina Fean Dolg
4AcCU; aATur ni aoncaionn  Lucéc
r'Came cé acu via ndé ovdaonai a
Bi ran Pormanaé bravac. Ir é map
T4, 11 cordil, sup hatnmnio® Sall
asur lopgall  agur Vin na

'nSall ar Salt na h€oppa (Lucc

na Sallia). 1p 1oncad go  paid
Toérmanmg taob iap ve Lloc
Stiige agsur Folmammsg eile an
na Sailleoin: aicme w©ve Saill
Larigean. Ui na Taileoin ap an
Dpeam ba  pargoiipta i Siunn
Le Linn na Tana. Agupr, 4 0DAlTa
rin, Bi aicme 1 Ror Joilk a di
TAnta Ar 4 scoleara amm !
An Balt ip lopgall na ndpo
Clearpaige Monac mMoOnsans,
Tan Latge 0o tOTAD ceann,
Da hotoe ©'65ad Gipeann.
le unn Pdonais thic Cal-

~prammn $ab clann NéLL Naois-

1ILLa1g reild ap . an méro  oe
Chigead ULad aTtd 1 oTin Con-
ailL anoir.Croto Mao & mbealad
anear tan an Eipne asur tnio an
Dearnar Moén, agup anprin pmac-
tals mao an Logdn agur na cmn
ctipe rior ap an 0d taotd ve Lot
Saige. Romn T acu 4an
oi1ce 5abila rin eatantu. Fuam
€otan ofitte O1Lg _(‘Imr €otain)
asur €anna an Logdn (Tin €an-
na), ASUr TUTAD An Taob tian e
Lo¢ Sailite asur woen Deannar
Mon vo Conall Julvan. Tusad
Tin Conatll apt & émorean Doen
ohice agur Cinedl Conaill an a
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fLiocc.

Dain ré céao  dliam  ap
ruiocc Conaill a otpeir a éup ap
éLana1g chil na ctipe. Vptiig mao
ran pd na cuanta wvo pép a4
¢éle, tant VA ceann an ¢EoOrca.
Cperoim ndnp mon an ammo a4 bi
4% Conall é péin an 4 talta gab.
dla 1 Bbrao 6 tuard. Manpbdao 1
mDpéipne &, agur i ann & hao-
Laca® 6. D'fag mac 06, Eanna
Dozane, & ainm ap  lap-Oetp-
ceanc Tip Conaill : Tip Dogarn-
ea¢ (Ddmead). Smacctatd rron-
nua 06, Ainmine Mac  Séanna,
an Taob Tipe atd tom Luadpor
4asur Saot DVobam @ Tip Anmipe
eat tiap. Teannad cpdsa an
DonNPam an na Seantuata iny na
Rora.

NP. Da & Adinmigre an
¢éa0 Apo-Ri a téamg oe Cin-
edl Conaill. On ct céan amad
Bl Bd aicme an na  Conallaig
Cinedl Ammipeac, o Ammine
Mac Séanna, asur Cmedl Lug-
a6, 6 Lugardo Mac Séanna. Mac
veantdna 0o Séanna a B 1 gCol-
um Citte. Maip Cinedl Lugae 1
fé1m 1 otuarceanc Cip Conaill,
1oim Lo¢ Stiige azsur Jaot
DVoba, azur hanmnion an
oiice uatu. Da viod na DValaig
Asur na Daoifeallals asup na
Vocancard, asur po-aicmi  eile.
Da ve Cimedl Ammipeac Muin-
tit Canamn (n6 Cananndin) agur
Mumoin Maoloonard asur na
Salléobaug. Da Leo an veir-
ceanc.

An reat fé Tcéan  blian
(AC amamm Le unn DaLag asur
A thic) B ceannar Cin Conaill a3
Cinedl Admnmipeat. Tamg occ
ndno-Ri ven  aicme. Dnireasd
Cinedl €anna ar 4 Scurhadt,
agur  clarhaim  Cinent Conaill
Asur Cinedl €o%ain & céile pén
asur Cinedl €o3ain a Céile pdn
o1oneadt. An read ¢céaota blian
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Bi an Losdn 1na éiop tuatall Le
Ccoga0, AC pd Deipean  mnnead
nainc ve Tip Conaill ve.

Feana® cata puilteata 1oip
Muimncip aoloopas  agur
Muincip Canamnn pa Crapnar Tin
Conaill, né ri vemead zun ém-
15 Leoman Larom Opoma Cuama,
FLaiteancae O Maoloonard,
Asur  sup rcpuor réE Muintip
Canainn ven craol aé ra bHeas.
Nion £45 ré pé1n aon o1ope cum-
arac  ina A0,  ASur 0'éag
rlattiinar  Cinedl  Ainmipeac
Leir . . . Ruo ronpaioc é 1 prtam
na scmio¢ 50 DTAIME an  peap
map 1 sconai ap oeipean. Call-
eat na Seantuata Lle Mac Vuad.
Mumcin Maoloonardo Le FlLait-
eancae, na Diltag Lte hdoo Ruas.

S& bliam 1197 cugat crap-
napr Tip Conasill o na Vocan-
tatg. Coran prao corcir &. Cuatg
MaD peadt in apatciy Sedin  an
Duitte Mo (V€ COURCEE) zo
‘Doipe, agur unne  Sedn plsn
oftu péin asur ot na Daoigeall.
A15 ATUr ap MOndn eile o'uairie
na gConalla¢ a ¢uamd  ap  an
eactpa Leo. I é an ¢éan Tpddc
elle ATA 4 4N TiAfNAr SO fath
ré ag Gigneacin O TDormnaill
(1200).

Nuaip a4 Bi an Tiapnar  ax
Mumtip Maoloonaid  ¢onatg a
brlata 1 scotr Eine (rd Déal
Ata Seanat). Conag Muintin
Canainn 1 gcoir Stiige  (pén
Congbail 1), asur comms r1ao
rAONTalTa anpin nuap &4 TaMyg
Cinedal Luga¢ 1 péim. Ui na Voé-
ancaig 1 seoir Finne  (pd Ao
Miovam), na VAaLaE 1 gcor
leanainne (pd Rat Mealltain),
asur na Daoigeallars 1+ oCuata
Conaige (rd Cloe Ceannacla).

1 ocir né na nD4Lac ra
tiapnar i p6-néim 1 oTip Con-
alll a5 na haicmi reo Leanar :



JOURNAL OF THE COUNTY DONEGAL HISTORICAL SOCIETY

1__Ninpn hainmnio® Leitipn Cean-
amnn 6 Muincip Canamn. T4
Aan FocCcal Ceanann
(-ceanngionn) cortianca 1
smmmeaca diceann @ an Ceat-
ntd Ceanamn, na Tonna
Ceananna, agur nt. Ui an
t-amnm LEITIR  pipinrcnead
ATUP néimnia bammnrcnead
leir (coriil Le rLiad, cip,
Asur 1iL.). Cuatped® an mail
1 Hre1dm an an A1D1ACT.

" Mumoir Dyirtedin 1 BFanaro;
Clann thic Siotta Sarhair 1 Ropr
Tioll; Mumoip Maoiteagsdin 4
Muintip Muipeavns Azur
Muincip Conalll agur  Mumeis
Comeeanc 1 Limipcéin Cinedl
Lugae (baptnacc CiLL hic Néan-
A anoip); Clann thic Loinreac-
dm 1 nSleann Finne: Clahn
thic Oubam agur Clann e
Fionnaétars asur Clann  Ihic
feangall ap an Lozdn. Vi talra
A an logdn go oL a5 atemi
ve Cinedl €anna Mutmncip
Sammmileanars  agur Mumaoip
Laipeancais agur  Ctann  thic
Conallaty 30 hdnno.

fao 1r i Cinedl Conaill
A% b iptead an an Logdn Bi
Cinedl €o%ain ag rmaccta ULad
TUE P1aD a4 n-agaro roi an Lot
Peavail ar Oieac. Cuatd r1ao
TANT an an 04 taoid e na Speip-
fni, SO0 pad reilb acu ap Calca
Lo¢ n€acac¢ asur na Dannag;
ATUr pd Demead fro1¢ rao Loc
Laog. Vi 04 rhénaicme onturan
map an scéanna 1 na  Mallaif
agupr Clann thhic Loctainn., Vi
punidr na Niallac 1 oCip €osan.
Troro an D4 aicme 5o plotrhan
Le ¢éile ap rea® na TClanta, ac
v4 vemmead rcpor Dman  (Cata
Dan) O NétL tiapnai Clann
fic Loélann 1 scat Caiméinie
(1241), Le curoid Maotleatlainn
Ui Vorinaill, asur ni tdmg

CLann thic LotLainn 1na neapc
4Ar rin amac ni ba 6, cé gun
mam rao go Lionthap in 1nip
€o%an. 1 ochar an 156 céav
rmactals na DVocéapcay nmip
€o%amn Do na Conallars, azur
Tan & mondn adpainn  cuipeat
oaice O11g 1irceat Le Tin Con-
4ill. Mile blain 6n am 4 ¢um
cip mac  NéLL  Naordrallag
nioZact 0O péin n laptan ULad
Fd540 10mMLAn a4 DTALTA bunard
a5 ruoet Conaitll. 2.

T4 ré cnrerote 50 Létéan-
A€ sund & Vian na nJall ppriom-
paite Tip Conalll Le _ Linn  na
nV4&Lac, sund ann 0o FnAt a4 BHi
conai an o Brlaca. Da Seapn wil-
15 an real & ¢ait Mao ann. Cett-
e ¢éao bliain &4 thaip Maov 1
réim 1 oCip Conanl. Cait rao
conna® mait Le 04 ¢éan bliamn
nen cpémmre rin ma geonai 1
Munbaé Béal Eipne; real  eile
anrin 1 mbDéal A&ca  Seanats,
real 1 nDaGn na rnTall, azur real
1 Leittean. Da & Léitbéap 4
bppriombaile 1 nNoeinedd 4 réime.
Ui ceicrie priomballte ag Ao
Rua O Dorinaill :  Letbean an
TP, rul ap teann an cosa® A
Din na nJall  anrin, a¢  To
mb’éigean 06 4 remor;  Déal
Ata Seanary anpin, To ot zup
buatea® tap an Gipne &; azup

2__ i naoine aveinesa® nép
ceanc Tin Conalll 4 tabanc ap
Conoae Van na nJall, ap an
Tréala nad natd Inmp €ogam 1n
am ap bit na pdinc ove Tip Con-
AlLL. Ni hamlard map Bi. Sppéig
Tin Conaill 0o néin man sab &
rlata reild an talta. Cuiread
an Lozdn (Cinedl €anna né Cin-
edl Modin) irceac Lé1 an  cTor
Agur anrin 1nmir €o%amn. Niond é
Conall Sulban é péin a Bi 1
TCeIrT  ran  a1inm 1 NDemmeatd
ama a¢ a4 puoécc. Depet “Conall
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it €o%an” Fo coitianta
Clanna MNéiL an
Map fampls, puair Dpan D6p-
atha  “cior Conaill ir €otain.”
D’'éimod  Conall asur €odan
amacé ap rluagad, cé To pard
MAD calte 4% cnumosa. 1p piop
50 DCRACTAD dApraiteoipi  man
Lugard O CLéimg an “Tin Conall
azur Cmedl Moain  azvr Imir
€o%an,” a¢ bi na pip r foncac
reanaimreanta. Ni pad  mear
ACU AN 1UD an DIE nac nad mile
bliain De aoir- Vi doo O Neéill
asur Rapai O Dormnaill  na
mbaill Len coirte a pnne glroppd
an épnfoca  Tip Conatlt vo  Ri
Séamur le conoae 4 ‘0éanam
01. 1r 140 cpiota a tuairc  an
coirce rm na cniota  atd 4%
Conoae Van na nJall anoip (ac¢
arhdin oe 5o natb Voipe 1 oTin
CGonaill). Rmnead “Convae Tip
Conaill” oen Tt 1na A0 TN
(in éasmair Voipe) agur mnn-
ea® priombaile na CONDVAE Ve
©an na nSall. Da é an Indr con-
naete 4 Lua® ar 4 bppniombaile,
ASuUr map mrn tugat “Conoae
Var na nJall” épio am ap Con-
vae Tit Conantl. V& noéanad
ha Faill piocdin le Mall sand,
n 1onao Rapai, bBead Lettbean
1na baile conovae 6 Thr, ATup
bead “Conoae Lipin” an Tin Con-
A1LL Ny, ASUpr bBeimir 45 TRO1D
rdn Licma!

an
Cuaipeipc.

Daile an Mota pd veinead. Ui
banLal aguUr oo cosa® alge
1 geairtedn Lo¢ lapcats. il
Rapai an Van na nSall 1 no1ard
Ceann tSdile, apt an Abap 50 natd
reitb a5  Mall Sapd  an Let-
Bear.

Nuam a puaim na DaLarg Tlan-
nar Tin Conaill nainsms 4 Brla-
ta 140 fAin ap an Eipne o'fonn
brreatd amac¢ 6 vear, map nac

1a1d bealac roin acu tap Cinedl
€osatn. Cumpt an Dapa pean  acu,
Domnall Mo, a rmacc ap Toé-
tar  Connact (so  Conpplian)
asur ap Peana Manaé asup an

Omnsratla 5o clian na fMoe.
Anuar 50 harmpin CanpLaiy  an
Fiona ¢onais mtao 1 nOan

Munbdard : careal cpuiin 4 path
Dbatle Timpeall aif, an nor OMs.
Niop Cum Mam aon cairtedn To
nci an 150 céan. ruaip a comg
taoimg Cin Conalll 5o sineandl-
Ta a4 TOTAIL TGP ceapnac  agur
baban ap an nor Nopmannacé. Sa
bliain 1423 €6 an ovana  hall
Taph cairledn Véal Aca Sean-
A% Anrin géin niopn Tpé1gean
Mupbac an ran. Anonn ra 6840
0tINT 4 ollam Le Tianna Cin Con-
AILL naé nad a¢ HaA OIS an
Mupbaé 1 panact ann né teaét
A Nit aon tpdéc ap VDan na
nSall 1P'na hannalei =o DT Tup
t6T an ¢éan A0 Rua an ram-
o ann 1 1474, 1pr é  an Qo0
Rua céanna rin a €O% cairtedn
DVin na nSall ap cap. CT6g Man.
up (mac a rine) cairtedn Leitbhm
1 1527. 1p ann & ¢um ré Deata
Cotuim Cilie. Ir ann a puaip ré
bdr.

n ammpi Sopparo Ui
Dorinaill tus Mumcipn Canainn
1ANTAID A4 EeacT 1 oTrerr  anir 1
oCip Conaill. A¢ Buail Torpard
140, Le curord Muipp thic Sean-
cite (an fean & Tpoto 1€ A%
Creaofdn Cille pd veotrd), asur
niL 1ompé Leo ar rn amac.  Sa
ctreantaol, an tumcip a B Liop
bi rao Cior. Ni hé amdm  zTup
cuinead Clann thhic LoéLainnar
apo-ceannar €ieann, a¢  niop
rA540 Tiapnar tuaite péin  acu.
D'éimg na  Vodapcatd or 4
geionn 1 Inip €o%am, aATur
Muimmtin ODubdiopma asupr Clann
Daeto. Nion t6S 4 Tceann oe

241,
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£inedl dinmiead 6 PC1OfD Tlan-
nar Cip Conaill uatu aé na Sall-
CabaimE- —aTuUr VAIUE  raoran
4n an aicme ba Lionrhaipe 1 oCin
Conaill 1 no1a1d na nDocancac.
D'férom sup fearaty an  “cob-
ancar” now!).

Sa 130 céan B Trapnar 4g
na Daotgeallard ap 1aptan cipe
wilE, 6n maoil nuatd go Loé lar-
cats. Meat a néim le teaét na
ngalloslaé. Cug Dornall 6 O
Domnailll anall Clann tSubne
ar Alban (1258) agur focam ré
1 BFdna1o 140, remor ré Muincip
OpmpLedin ar tiapnar na  ofice
v61d. Tanis rao 1 oTrer o
Cuata Toparge ma O1ard rin, n
wnav na mbDaorgeallaé. Damn
a0 DhiIce 2ile e na Daois-
eallatd 1 mDAammead, agur it cor-
GiL SO a1 Mav AT tealt 1
ocped ap na Roran ruam a brir-
ea’n an reanpeact.

O ¢&hpr rcaipe B Tip Con-
allL pannca ma tusca. Romnead
na Tuata tha mballte bhlatalg
ATUPr nommnea® na  bailte  anir
na Leatbailte agur anpin ina
gceatninaca. Da 140 na  ceat-
ranada an tomar ranna 1 noeip-
eat an  cpeanpeatta. lLeagad
Tuaium ap 1288 mon-acprai e
talam taimbead ap an ceatpin,
niop ma né nier LG nd  rmn VO
néip feadar an ctalamh ra cean-
Taf. _

T4 cfintar Saeilge an
tuata Cip Conaill rpoilpite 1a
cAalennar OF STATe PAD-
enRs (30-11_1607), AU Luaicean
Ann an méro  ceatnfinaca Tal-
a4 Bi 1 gewo acu.  Japitean
Tuat Jleann Gitge (“30 ceatnd
ity ¢4 foc asur 13 oe faoinre,
pe noér Clamne DaLars”); Tual
DLavae (Steann Siage, Coir
leanainne, Doine Odpa, Lot
beata, Dale na Cruatée azur
B4 Baile na Rorann); Tuat CilL
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thic Néandin; Tuat Tip Eanna
{46 ceatniina); Tuaé an Logdm
{49); Tuat Apo  Miovaip asur

it Onearail (36); Tuat Steann
Finne; Tuat Daogeallaé; Leat-
Cust Clo¢ Ceannaola; tpi Tuata
F4énao; tni Tuata Tonatde; Tuat
Daéinese (37); Tmocta Céso Ui
Totapcars (Imp €ogdin). Fagav
Tip AoDa ap an Aaieam, 46 Tus-
40 Le pror 50 pard Tuat Sleann
finne agur Tuat Daoigeallad
azur Leat-Tuat Clo¢ Ceannaola
“pd tndtteannad 4% Fean 10nNa10
Ui Dorhinail.”

Vo péip prorpacdn anp tal-
ta Cip Conalll a4 unnead 1 Leit-
beap 1 1608, vi coppead Le react
SCcéaD ceatp talawh ra cip ml-
15, §4n TRACT ap na Talta rléibe.
Luaicean na hammneaca a Bi ap
ronrhon na gceatpinac rm. T4A
1é INeaArta ar na Tuaparcdla
TO natd “nior mé nd an  cigi
curo e talta toptaca Tip Con-
AL 1 reild na nD4Lac (4 OTa0IT-
1§ agur “a scinedla agur a Lucc
Leanfina”); an ciizil cwWD 4% Na
Docaptars; an ciizil cmo 4%
CLann tSumbne; an chizia  cu1o
ag an €4zlair; azur  an  Cwo
elle, pd eannan, a5 Daorteall-
a5 asur Sallcobaims asur
mionaicmi na cine. '

Dainead curo na nDodcan-
tac¢ oe Cinedl €osain, ap noo61S.
Léfonn papprinse sabdla Clann
tSuibne sup ioc na ViLay To
vson (Le talta Dsorsesllad) ar
cabaip na ngallozLas. Ui clapnal
na nSael plal platil 1 sconai
teir an €astair. Cuippesd peap
ACH Mn baille fpeapamnn  lenas
anam L& ap vit 0d  mbuailead
Trom  aigpeadar pana dbeata &,
ATUr nataD ré To prap 1n abio
Pronpir na nDoét vd n-aitnead
ré an bdr cuige.

Ui “caltca bumo” a5 O
DVomalll 06 £éin 101t an  Eipne
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agur an Onobvaoir (Mag Gine n6
Mag sCéinne), an “mile acna” a
bruil Tpdét To mimic opéu  rna
PlOPRacdin 4 nnea® 1n atmpip
na Prancala. lena ¢oir  in,
D'fEADFAD PE PTOC ATUP  DAON-
teandntai a4 Gun an na Talta
rLébe. Da Lewr sn  opommpliab
wlg, 6 Sliab na Cipce So Sliab
Tuad asur 6n Mapn Deags o
Doine Deata.

Conorg caoimg na nDodéan-
TAC ap na Deanca, asur Hi cap-
Ledm eile acu an an Imp 1 Lo
Sailige, aft an Cat Mép as loé
Feabail, agur 1 ioccap cipe. DI

cornam an Bozald acu  ap  an
Leatimp. Da 140 Clann  Daero
(OD&o) & sedl taca n Amp

€o%an.

Conaiz Mac Subne Finao
1 R&E Maoldin, agur bi  cair-
Ledn eile atge ap  an  MHaoil
Rua1n. Ni pad aon  vamsean 1
oTin  Conailll a ba Laope nd
Cairtedn na oCuatl, ceanndpar
tic Suibne na oTuat. Conarg
Mac Suibne Damead 1+ Ratam,
n aice Le Cuan Intip. Vi crapnar
A15€e Ap an ofce PN Map TS0
Teilleann, agur 11 ma  Limircém
A BT Cuan na gCeall. pniompont
na cife. Constg O Daositt 1
mbaitte Ui Daoisill, taod Eran
ve 'Vtn na nJall. Oi an t-1onao
rn map bHaile cOmmce a1%é, asur
an Crannég Dul 1 Luaéror man
baile otice. Conargz O Talleob-
atn 1 geoir Pinne, gapt pa Deal-
a¢ pére (Datte D6 Fére).

i talca na nDAaLAC ap an
Logan agur 1 mbaptnact Citt
thic Néandin agur m ifoécap Tip
Aova (Tan THACT ap N4 Talta
rLéibe, nd an Talta an Tiapna ap
an taod tear oven €ipne). T4
priombaitte Ui DVomnaill Luaice
¢eana ¢ém. 1 noetpesad 4n
Treann=246ta conats montaoims
eile Den aicme 4an na bailté reo

249.

Leanar (— Thall Sapd 1 5Cair-
Ledn na Finne; Ao Mac Aoda
Duid 1 RaE Meallcam; Catbanp

O3 (rinreap Valais na  Stair-
ise?) 1 Scand Solsir; Donnéad
Scatce mp na Rora; Sedn Mac

Manmpr O35 (pinrean Vitarg
1mr Saile) an an Vian Dui, caod
tom ve Loé Stilige. 1 noepead
& raoil ¢omag an Nion Vubd an
na Canpsdin, m aice Dotpe, agur
Bi “ppiomdnar” arct 1 Maom Terh-
Lin

I otar pé na nDALac cpuin-
Mm% Man pili agur  Lucc  Lémn
tant ontu 1 mbéal Srine. Coin-
Mm% pLIOET na n-ollin ghetm ap
4 reantcalta anpin go  oveipead
na vdla. Ui catta a5 Mumaiy
visinn  or coinne  Mupbaig,
taob tall ven Eipre. Vi ceac
conaite asur ceatpi  calanmh
mbDatte thic an Daipo ag ollam
i Vornaill Le 0dn, agur bI
teat A01DEeACTA ATUP Daile DlaC-
arg {ceitne ceéatpina)  aige
geoir Saot Deans, 1 Leitip e
an Daipo. Conaz €ogan Rue
Mac an Damo 1 5CiL Dappgimn.
i tni cestntina talah a5 Lug-
a0 0 Clémig 1+ mbDate thie
Rabapcars.

Conats na h€arpais 1 Rat
Dot, anuar 5o haimpip na Séan-
Leantina. D1 cuamm ap 29 geeat-
rana e talta buipo  acu, asuyp
Tan ove véatldin na tipe, agur
Sndra eile apm na Talta easlarca
nac frad 45 Mmaft DO Na Mmainip-
cneada. Oi na reanainn eaglarca
A4 ba M6 ircead Le  heaglamt
R4ta Dot (35 cestnina). Ui 81
cealnina irceat Lle mamptm
¢ilL Mic Néandin (rior 5o Taod

na Maoile Ruaroe), 4BUr cof-
na® Le 13 ceatntina irceac  Lle
maimiptip €ara Ruard  (rom- 5o

Lo¢ Deans). Seancalta éaslar-
Ta & B 1 gceantan Steann Col-
wim Cille muis. :



JOURNAL OF THE COUNTY DONEGAL HISTORICAL SOCIZTY

Sa 120 céan CLmg na
Manaig Liata 5o h€ar Ruard. 1p
ma matmirip A haolaca®d Tlan-
nai Tin Conaill (ac Tran) anuar
5o Tanlac an Piona. O aimpip an
¢éan Ao0va Ruad hadlacad
teannai Tin Conaill azur fean
Manad 1 mamircip Opo Ppomnpir
1 nDan na nJall. Roim aimpip
na plancdla Bi  mamiprcreaca
eile a5 Opo  Ppoinpip ap  an
Macaipe Veag (in arce "Obn na
nSall), 1 mbDaite Agaro—Caoin
(taob tomn ve Lo¢ Sdailige), 1
sCitt O oTormnam (Ttaod tiap oe
Llo¢ Stige), 1 mbDaite thic
Suibne na oTual, asur 1 BEANA
Canta 1+ nomice thic  Suibne

Dameatc. Ui maimpon a5 Ono
Capmail 1 RaE Maoldin. Iy € an
rAE 4 DTURTTAT mammprtpeaca an
eaglaipi dipoe eile, map  Cill
Mic Néandin asur CTonats asur
TLeann Cotuim Cille, %o naid
reancapta ontu a4z corhanbai
Cotuim Cilte.

Dniread an  reanfiéact af
Fan 1 nolard  Ceann cSdite.
V'h1mE  popmon  na  otaoiread
éun na h€onpa. Cuard na ras-
AT ap & reacnad. Vidpead na
“cinioca” éun na bpoptac. TAImS
na talta “1 L an pi)’ azur
vdilead ap plancomi 1ao 6 1610
amac.

é.ummarou @][ C(]Yta[ta g:r @Aonai”

Early inhabitants of Donegal
not Pictish. but “Firbolg”; ad-
mixture of Gaill (Gauls). Three
main tribes were Tuath Thard-
rais [Aileach), Tuath Fhoch-
mainne (Rosguill) and Tuath
Ghuaire (Assaroe). Last- great
chieftain, Aindi Mac Duach,
helped Gaelic conquerors to sub-
due Picts.

Modern Donegal corresponds
with the territory conquered in
5th centurv by sons of Niall of
the Nine Hostages. The new
Gaelic Kingdom was divided into
three parts - Tir Chonaill (West
of the line from Lough Swilly to
Barnesmore); Tir Eanna (East
Donegal): original Tir Eoghain,
{Inishowen). Subjugation of Tir
Chonaill tribes was comnplated
in 6th century by Aimnmire
MacSeanna, first chieftain of
Cineal Chonaill (descendants of
Conall Gulban) to become iiigh
Kire of Ireland.

Two main branches of Cin-
eal Chonaill were Cineal Ainmir-
each (from Ainmire) and Cineal
Tughach (from his brother.
T.ughaidh). Principal families of
Cineal Ainmireach were O'Can-
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nons, O’'Muldarrys and O’Gal-
laghers. 0'Cannons and O'Mul-
darrys ruled Tir Chonaill until
1197 A.D. Cineal Lughach occup-
ied district from Lough Swilly
to Gweedore. Principal families
were (’Donnells, O'Dohentys and
O’Boyles.

Flahartach O Maoldoraidh
vanguished 0O'Cannons, but died
without heir. Lordship of Tir
Chonaill passed to O’Doherty
{1197). O’Doherty was slain by
John de Courcey. Lordship then
passed to O’Donnells. 0’Donnells
were supreme from 1200 to 1603.
In 12th century the O'™Muldarrys
were in occupation of Erneside,

O’Cannons, Swillyside, 0O'Do-
hestys, Finnside; ’Donnells,
Lennonside, 0O’Boyles, Clogha-
neely.

Tir Eanna was subdued and
occupied by Cineal Chonaill.
Following a bitter struggle with
Cineal Eoghain, the Lagan ({East
Donegal) became -absorbed in
Tir Chonaill. In the early 15th
esnturv the O'Dohertys occupied
Inishowen. After 1,000 years the
ancient tripartite kingdom of
Aileach became the greater Tir
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Chonaill.

Principal seat of O’Donnell
rulers for more than two centur-
ies was Murbhach (Murvagh on
the Erne). Domhnall Mor (1207-
41) extended his dominion over
Fermanagh. North Connaught
‘t- Curliews). and Oriel (fo the
border of Meath). His eldest son,
Maoileachlainn, helped Brian
Q'Neill to vanquish MacLaugh-
lins, and thus probably cleared
the wav for eventual occupation
of Inishowen by O’Dohertys. His
second son, Godfrey, defeated
a come-back attempt by O’Can-

nons and a Norman effort at
penetration. His youngest son,
Domhnall Og, brought Mac

Sweenevs from Scotland as lead-
ers of Galloglasses.

Donegal was capital of Tir
Chonaill for only a short period.
Niall Garbh 11 built the first
Norman-type castle in Bally-
shannon (1423). His son, Aodh
Ruadh 1. built a castle and mon-
astery (1474) in Donegal. Manus
O'Donnell built a castle in Lif-
ford /1527) and made it his chief
seat. Red Hugh abandoned Lif-
ford, and later Donegal and
Ballyshannon. His last seat was
Ballymote. Rury returned to
Donegal after Kinsale, for the
reason that Niall Garbh com-
manded Lifford. Had the English
recognised Niall Garbh, instead
of Rury. Lifford would have re-
mained the capital of the newly-
formed ‘‘Countv of Tyrconnell,”

which beeame known later as
County Donegal. .
MacSweenevs settled in

Fanad (13th century) and grad-
nally oceupvied Tuatha Toraighe
{Doe) and Banagh at the ex-
pense of the (O’Boyles, who had
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ruled all West Donegal (Mulroy
to Lough Eske). At the end of
th2 medieval era O'Donnell chief-
tains and their septg and follow-
ers occupnied more than one-fifth
of the tribal lands of Tir Chon-
aill: O’Dohertys, one-fifth (Inish-
owen); MacSweeneys one-fifth.
One-fifth  belonged to churches
and monasteries. Remainder was
in vpossession of the O'Boyles,
0'Gallaghers. and others. Dis-
triet South of the Erne constitut-
ed O'Donnell’s mensal lands. The
whole extent of mountain pas-
ture was grazed by tenants of
O’Donnell. '

The nvprincipal residences
were-—(’Donnell families : Lif-
ford. Donegal, Ballyshannon,
(Castlefin, Mongevlin (on Foyle),
Dunboy (near Burt), Ramelton,
Scarrifhollis, Lough Veagh, Tory

Castle: O'Doherty : Burt; Mac
Sweenev, Fanad Rathmullan;
MacSweeney Doe : Doe Castle;
MacSweeney, Banagh Rahan

Castle: O’Boyle - Ballyweel
(West of Donegal), Crannogboy
{Loughros); O’Gallagher: ‘‘Bally-
kit”  /probably Ballybofey);
0O'Clery : Ballymagroarty; Mac
an Bhaird - Ballvmacaward and
Lettermacaward.

The principal church lands
were attached to Raphoe (includ-
ing the bishop’s mensal lands),
Kilmacrenan and Assaroe. Cis-
tercians occupied Assaroe Abbey;

Carmelites Rathmullan Abbey;
Franciscans, Donegal Abbey,
Magherabeg (near Donegal),

Balleeghan and Killydonnell (on
opposite sides of Lough Swilly),
Doe Abbey, and Fanaharragh
{West of Inver).
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CSlzore QWe[[ers cma( CSancﬂnﬂ
Gs.ett[ements of v@ounty @onegal

BY J. C. T. Mac DONAGH.

Mrs. Brunicardi in her Essay
Shore Dwellers of Ancieut Ire-
land (1) has published a very
useful map of Ireland on which
is marked the sites of known and
partly explored middens assoc-
iated with primitive dwelling
places along the Irish coast. Thir-
teen of the fifty-six sites record-
ed are in County Donegal and
whilst some of these have dis-
appeared again into the sand
dunes I hope to place on record
some new sites which have re-
cently been uncovered or are in
the process of losing their sandy
covering. The Essay, in so far as
it relates to County Donegal,
appears to be based on W. J.
Knowles’s report fo the Royal
Irish Academy (2) and on Sir B.
C. A. Windle’s explorations of
1911 (3) Mac Gill's paper (4)
was my first introduction to this
interesting study and the Dooey
site, which he brought to my
nolice, has been examined regul-
arly by me during the past four
years.

Dooey's chief attraction, the
grave mound, has suffered from
much erosion during these years
and hundreds of human bones
have appeared and disintegrated
quickly with exposure. It is now
obvious that the slender mono-
lith (fourteen feet by three by
three). brought from the other
side of the Gweebara River, was
erected as a pillar stone over a
communal grave and ‘that the
smaller stones which continue
to fall into eroded pits were used
as packing to prevent the mono-
lith from sinking into the sand
huilt cairn. Beyond finding that
flagstones were set horizontally
and that small irregular granite
pillar stones were set wvertically
it is impossible to say if there is
any internal structural evidence
in the mound as bones, stones
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and sand are now mixed in con-
fusion.

Two years ago Dr. Kerrigan
and I visited Dooey and took a
casual selection of the bones
These were sent to Dr. Wamsley
of Queen’s University, Belfast,
and his report is now with the
National Museum in Dublin. Qur
selection, taken at random, was
found to represent age groups
from children to elderly adults
(5). That this mass inhumation
was a hurried affair is revealed
in the manner in which the corp-
ses were dumped and piled—
back to back heads tp heads—
the feet of one corpse across the
chest of another—no two skele-
tons in a similar position. The
hurried burial of such a large
number of persons, of wvarious
age groups, is suggestive of a
massacre or a plague and from
the evidence associated with the
mound I am convinced that this
burial gave rise tp a commem-
orative ‘‘pattern” which was
celebrated over a long span of
vears: and that the memory of
this “pattern” has only recently
faded from the folk-lo~e of the
distriet.

Very Reverend John C-agon
Cunningham, P.P.,, of Glenties,
told me that he remembered
when Stuckan Hill was a gentle
grassy mound surmounted by &
solitary pillar stone which re-
sembled the shaft of a large
cross. From the Stone’s appear-
ance. and a faint echo of tradi-
tion he formed the opinion that
the monolith was the remains O
a Market Cross. Mr. John Boyle
of Dooey told me that, in the old-
en times. whenever children
were troublesome local parents
threatened to ‘‘take them to the
Fair of Stuckan;” by which it
was inferred that they would be
sold to the fairies at the annual
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fair which the good people held
on Stuckan Hill.

Coastal erosion and shifting
sands h & v ¢ wrought many
changes, down the centuries, in
the Dooey plain and these are
still at work. The plain is to-day
a sand strewn rabbit warren
which, year by year, is encroach-
ing on what was once wooded
country, tilled fields and human
habitations. Rabbits and con-
trary winds were responible for
the breakup of the burial
mound and the surface of several
acres of sandy pasture around it.
This has shewn that the burial
mound is surrounded by a wide
sub-strata of shells; in some
places, upwards of two to three
feet deep; and in other places
with alternative layers of sand
and shells. These layers are
mostly cockle and periwinkle,
but here and there they carry
individual mounds of oysier,
clam or mussel shells.

The burial mound was elip-
tical in shape—its axis 100 by 75
¥y ards approximately — and
around its base I found the re-
mains of various fire sites as-
sociated with middens strewn
with animal bones and teeth—
ox, boar, and horse. At least two
of these fire sites were used by
Bronze Age peoples. At one of
them I picked up a small frag
ment of a pottery mould, cast-
ing a wedge-shaped object, which
had a fragment of coppery
bronze still embedded in the
pointed end of the mould. A few
feet away I found two small
fragments of a well fired crucible
pointed base and a portion of
the curved lip. Each was coated
inside with particles of bronze.
This site was strewn with min-
ute bronze pelets and much of
the decomposed matter which in-
dicated the occupational level
of this site was impregnated
with powdered copper. It was at
this site that a bronze brooch
and several bronze pins were
found some vears ago. (6) Some
bronze pins are still found there
—so I was informed by people in
the locality. On the opposite side

of the mound 1 found another
site which was indicated by a
very deep layer of charcoal in
which was embedded the thick-
ly walled base of a pottery ves-
sel whose very irregular outside
surface was glazed with a dark
green glossy substance. On this
site I picked up several small
sheets of bronze, some beaten as
thin as a sheet of fine brown
paper; some bronze chain links,
bronze brooch pins, a wooden
bead and several flint chips (7).
Flint chips are to be found all
over this area, particularly,
amongst the human bones, in
the burial mound where I found
a small well worked button
scraper and also a well worked
circular stone with an edged cir-
cumference and a flattened top
and bottom. This stone is too
well worked to be dismissed as
a rubber and may have been
closely associated with the bur-
ial ritual of this mass inhuma-
tion (8). On the other hand what

may have been a Christian as-
sociation with the burial came
to light with a Latin Cross in-

scribed on a small slab  which
was found amongst the skelefons
and which I have had placed, for
safety, on the wall of Mr. Boyle's
front garden.

My last visit to Dooey was
made in May 1950 and I found
that some of the sites were again
being covered with sand. Nature
having offered some of her sec-
rets to the mid-Twenteth century
archaeologists, and being ignored
by them (9) has very wisely be-
gun to conserve what remains
of Stuckan—for the explorations

of future experts in this science.

The most recent addition to
the list of known Sandhill Settle-
ments came to my notice when
bathing at Rossnowlagh. A large
part of the Golf Links there has
the appearance of a raised beach
towards which the present strand
is receeding quite rapidly. Dur-
ing the late Emergency, for in-
stance, a pillbox was erected in
the sand dunes and that portion
of land which screened it from
the sea has disappeared during
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the last few years. Unfortunate-
ly as the erosion is vertical the
middens are only apparent as a
straia in the clifts, out of which
bones and shells may be plucked
hefore they fall into the stony
groin which fringes the strand.
Near the pillbox site I toock a
circular quern from this strata
and Captain Hamilion promised
to take charge of it if the owner
of the land would permit him to
bring it to Brownhall. With the
cxezption of the Finner district
this portion of the Donegal coast

has mever been fully examined
and from descriptions received
pcally Wardstown, near Bally-

shannon and the coast on each
side of Donegal Bay have the re-
mains of numerous settlements.

The following 1is a list of
sites which have been examined
in County Donegal together with

notices of some of the objects
found in them.

Bunerana — Sandhills be-
tween Buncrana and Fahan—
several pieces of flint, neatly
dressed flakes; hammer stones:
fragments of pottery; top of

saddle quern.
Kinegar Bay — [near Rath-

mullen) primitive hearths con-
sisting of large water worn
stones. much altered by fire;

shell heaps of different warities;
rough wedge implements some
of which were carefully worked.
No pottery nor traces of metals.

Doagh Beg — Shell heaps;
pieces of pottery of a very early
type; bone implements.

Deagh More—Numerous kit-
chen middens and stone circles
which mav have been hut sites.
Long Cist grave examined by
Dr. O Riordain, of University
College, Dublin,

Gortnlugoge Bay— Cist bur-
ial,

Glenalla — Hoard of bronze
axes.

Portsallon — Numerous hut
sites containing shells and bones
together with crude instruments.
Some coarse pottery. A few
hammer stones and a few work-
ed flints.

Rosapena

The hotel is
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built on a prehistoric settlement.
In the summer of 1909 a stone
Cist was discovered in the sand
dunes; fragments of potiery;
bronze pins—some beautifully
decorated: Red Deer’s antlers
with secondary work on them;
pottery disks pecular to the
locality.

Sheephaven— Knowles does
nol mention the exact locality in
which he found Venus Verru-
cosa: shells which are long ex-
tinct in the North of Ireland.
Amongst the objects which he
lists are glass beads and bronze
brooches, a 17th century comb,
Stone Age and Iron Age imple-
ments. The parish of Meevagh
is extremely rich in archaeolog-
ical remains. At Tranarossan 1
have picked up several pieces
of flint and some more on the
earth and platforms which sur-
mounis the very high sandhill
which overlooks the Carrigart
Catholic Church. From Glenree
I have got a large collection of
bronze pins, some coarse pottery
several whet stones, pot boilers,
a well polished stone chisel, and
an early Iron Age sickle.

Dunfznaghy Fifty sites
“discovered not far from a smaull
stream”™—scrapers, borers, small
axes, anvil stone, and some small
pieces of coarse pottery. Bronze
pins.

Falezrragh — The National
Museum now has some of the
bronze needles and a bronze ring
which Knowles found in the
Sandhills here. About a hundred
vears ago the Wybrant family
of Ballveconnell House had a very
large collection of antiquities
from these sites, What became
of it?

Ballyness— Flakes of quart-
zite, hammer stones, scrapers of
chert, shale and felsite. The
National Museum mnow has a
pottery cooking vessel of the
cranog type from here.

Magherrvarty: Bronze pins.

Innishboffin: Bronze brooch
from its sand dunes now in the
National Museum.

Bunbeg and Ma2ghergallan —
Crude implements of local hard
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crystalline rock and some good
examples of hammer slones and
scrapers of this material. Two
pieces of potlery with holes near
the rims. Some Iron Age pottery
from Maghergallan.

Isiands of Gola, Innishinny
and Illanaran — At Innishinny
there are good indications of pre-
historic man. Flint knives and
split pebbles of crystalline rock.
On the & her two islands there
are numerous shell heaps and
sites which have not been fully
eXxamined.

Rutland Island—Eroded pits
containing bones and teeth of
various animals. Shells of oyster,
cockle and periwinkle. Some
hammer stones and pottery.

Maghery—Several hut sites,
one of which was bounded by a
circle of stones. Some well work-
ed hammer stones and several
pieces of flint, broken bronze
pins, and a comb decorated with
concentric circles.

...Narin and Portnoo — This
district vielded a vast amount of
iflint objects when explored by
Knowles and others fifty years
ago. As recent as last summer I
picked up a variety of flint ob-
jects (most-of which were never
used) and amongst them a partly
finished arrowhead. The sites
lie between the golf links and the
strand. See Bibliography of
Donegal. Part 11.

Loughros More and Rossbeg
—The sands are constantly
shifting here and last year 4
very fine arrow head was picked
up. Amongst the finds made in
this area are, hammer stones,
stone anvils, portion of a bronze
cauldron and a stone lined cist.

Maghera — Dr. Evelyn of
Ballymena, Co. Antrim, made a
very fine collection of flint ob-
jects from these sandhills.

Bundoran. Finner and Cool-
more — Knowles acquired over
three hundred obijects from this
locality of which only a few re-
main in this country. These in-
cluded arrowheads, borers,
scrapers, knives, etc.,, as well as
some pottery. The Stone Age
implements were made from
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flint and chert. This district is
worthy of an exhaustive survey.

Althougn the antiquity of
the Shore Dwellings and Sand-
hill Settlements in County Done-
gal affords ithe greatest harvest
to the Archaeologists it is im-
portant to point out that the
scarcity of Iron Age objects is
due to the rapid disappearance
of that metal when it comes in
contact with sea air and sea
sand. There is, however, plenty
of other evidence available
which shows a very intimate
continuity between these pPprimi-
tive settlements and our modern
he:'th resorts.

NOTES
1. Journal of the Royal Sociely
of Antigauries Ireland, {1914).
2. Proceedings of the Royal
Irish Academy 3rd Series Vol
V1 No. 3.
3. Journal R.S.A 1. Mar. 1911.
4. Journal of the Co. Donegal
Historical Society Vol. 1. No. 1
pp 27/31.
5. The following is a precis of
Dr. Walmsley’s report :

The bones found at Dooey,
mainlv skulls, though they kept
their shape. when covered in the
grave, were, almost inevitably
bound to disintegrate (when re-
moved) due to the drying effect
of the air and the eroding
effects of the fine sand and salt
which had already removed the
harder outer ivory surface. By
the time they had reached Dr.
Wamsley they were disarticulat-
ed and the teeth which were of
Ivorv consistency furnished the
best clue. Stripped of its technic-
alities ithe report says that all
the bones were human bones
buried by inhumation and mnot
incinerated.

(a) Vault of an adult skull
aged about 40 years—tiypical
Irish type of Mediterranean
origin with powerful n eck
muscles such as occur in boat-
men. Teeth normal, no evidence
of disease.

{b) Frontal region with nasal
bones of a child about 3 years.
All the milk teeth erupted, first
permanent molars in their crypts
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(c) Almost complete skull with
lower and upper jaw, of a girl
about 14 vears—tne lower jaw
outshot—upper iaw not so well
developed.

(d) Upper jaw of a child of 6
years; jaw and teeth larger than
usual in present day children—
spacing between the teeth wider.

'e) Teeth of an adult 40 to 50
years of age has considerable
development of the cement, but
no caries.

(f) Similar to (e) of an old
adult. Caries (i.e. breaking down
of tooth substance) was absent
from all the teeth examined but
it must be admitted that diseas-
ed teeth were very unusual in
this part of {Ireland down to
forty years ago; due to the use
of hard meal in oat bread.
Although the bones furnish no
evidence to suggest a date of
burial, Dr. Walmsley was of the

opinion that it was not very an-
cient and suggested that an
effort should be made to discov-
er if the burial place was re-
membered as being used in the
time of some famine or general
epidemic disease.

6. Journal of D.H.S. Vol 1. p
131. No. 1. p 31.

7. I also found the following
objects within a radius of three

to four feet of this site : an iron
penannular brooch, a  piece of
bone decorated with concentric

circles and ferns which may
have been part of a comb; a bone
pin; a flat piece of bone with a
rivet hole 1n it; a sandstone
spindle whorl; and a whetstone.
8. Joyce Social History of An-
cient Ireland. Vol. 1. p.100.

9. See final paragraph in Mac
Gill’'s paper Journal of Donegal
Historical Society op. cit.

Thrills and Disappointments
of a Donegal Collector

BY ANDREW LOWRY.
(First President of the Donegal Historical Society)

Everyone who has a hobby
that involves the acquisition of
objects acsociated with it must
often experience those delightful
feelings which arise from the
search for and final obtaining of
some rare or desirable specimen
which, at once, enriches their
collections or adds to their know-
ledge of the subject concerned.
There are people who affect to
despise the amateur collecior
whose aim is to add specimen to
specimen, whether the hobby be
coins, stamps, silver, glass, col-
oured prints or any of the other
popular subjects of modern col-
lectors. This attitude can be jus-
tified if collection is not accom-
panied by, at least, a reasonable
amount of knowledge of the sub-
jeet and a desire to increase it.
When this is combined with an
eager enthusiasm it gives a
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wholesome pleasure and can be-
come a very definite enrichment
of life. It is not always true to
say that a “little knowledge is a
dangerous thing.”

Having been a student col-
lector for well over three score
years I have naturally experienc-
ed many pleasant thrills a_nd
some disappointments of varying
degrees of intensity—a few of
which I shall try to tell you
about in this short paper. Like
most schoolboys the first objects
in my collection were of a very
miscellaneous character — mar-
bles of the rarer sort, buttons
and even emply spools were not
despised. Old coins gr:_idually re-
placed these early objects and,
at first, were mostly poor, worn
specimens of the old {&nglo-Insh
Harp coppers, American Cents,
Indian annas etc.—absolute rub-
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bish from the point of view of a
moderately advanced co.lector.

. One day, however, a Scot-
tish visitor to our home present-
ed me with a small silver coin
apout the size of a 3d piece
wnich was one of a hoard found
in an iron chest during quarry-
ing operations in the South-
Wes. of Scotland. None of us,
at the time, knew what it was,
but, it happened that my father
was getting an Illustrated His-
tory of England in fortnightly
parts and the part which came a
few days later dealt with the
reign of Edward 11. It had an al-
most full page illustration of the
coins of that foolish and tragic
king and there, to my great sur-
prise and delight, I saw my little
coin clearly represented — a
penny struck at the ecclesiastical
mint in Canterbury. Experts
- said that the coins found were
part of the army pay for the
great campaign against Scotland
which ended so disasterously for
Edward on the field of Bannock-
burn. It was, probably, captured
as booty and hidden by some-
one who never returned to get
it. The acquisition of this little
coin, almost co-inciding with the
means of its indentification gave
me such a thrill of interest that,
from that day to this, any coin
that is associated with great his-
toric events or outstanding per-
jod of human progress mnever
fails to evoke the liveliest inter-
est and pleasure.

Years afterwards I stood,
one day, on the battlefield of
Bannockburn with the little coin
-in my pocket and amongst the
many thoughts which crowded
into my mind was one something
like this—Is the dust of the man
who might have earned my
penny, as the wages of a day’s
bloody work, mixed with the
soil of the fields around—those
fields enriched with the Dblood
and bones of slaughtered Eng-
lishmen and patriot Scots?

Another thrill of a
what similar character was ex-
perienced when later I picked up
with my own hand, during farm-

some-
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work, a small black disc, which,
when cleaned and decipnered
{with the aid of a small numis-
matic manual) proved to be a
half-groat of Henry V111 struck
at York by the all-powerful Car-
dinal Wolsley. It bears the hat
and keys —the symbols of his
office and it will be remembered
that one of the charges brought
against him when he lost the
royal favour was that he had
the presumption to put his in-
signia on the King’s coin. Any-
one knowing something of Wol-
sley’s career—his rise to power
and brilliant accomplishments
followed by such a tragic fall
can hardly look upon and handle
this liftle coin without hearing—
as it were across the centuries
faint echoes of those pathetic
words put into his mouth by the
immortal dramatist, ‘'O Crom-
well, Cromwell, had I but served
my God with half the zeal I
served the king, he would not
in mine age have left me naked
to mine enemies.”

It is not without interest to
speculate a little as to how this
coin came to be lost on a hill-
side in East Donegal. Did some
soldier of the Elizabethan cam-
paign wander far to the North-
West and drop it, or, perchance
some settler or planter from the
following reign have the misfor-
tune of a hole in his pocket? At
any rate I am sure its loss gave
someone a thrill of a differ_esnt
kind from what I felt on picking
it up and later finding it an In-
centive to the study of a most
interesting period of Irish and
English history.

These two coins laid, as it
were, the foundation of a collect-
jon which not only includes rep-
resentatives of practically every
ordinary issue made in these
islands but also of that magnif-
icent series of Roman First Brass
issued by the Emperors of the
early centuries of the Christian
era, the twelve Great Caesars,
as they are called. These coins
bear in high relief the splendid
portrait busts of the great Mast-
ers of the Roman world on one
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side and on the other an almost
inexhaustible wealth of allegory
and symbolism.

Whilst I quile appreciate the
value of the unique position of
Ireland’s not having come under
the direct influences of Roman
occupation—leaving it for cen-
turies an almost original speci-
men, as it were, of a very differ-
ent culture and way of Life—yet
there are times when I could
wish that there was a Roman
Camp on my farm, and a frag-
ment of Roman masonry or tes-
selated pavement in my back
yardl I remember, years ago,
having entertained some slight
feeling of envy of a Cumberland
farmer through whose land pass-
ed Hadrian’s famous Wall, at a
point where it was carried over
a litile river on a massive bridge,
when I watched his pigs ana
poultry feeding from Roman
querns and other hollowed and
sculptured stones which were ly-
ing around—debris of a great
Imperial undertaking to mark
and guard the Northern Ilimits
of the Empire. At this point 1
think I should interpose a few
remarks on the recent finding of
a Roman coin near the site of
the ancient abbey of Conwall by
young Master Kelly (1), He is a
very lucky boy, indeed, and I
should like to congratulate him
on his most interesting find and
I hope that he has, 4already
caught something of the facina-
tion of old coins and ancient his-
tory. I mnotice that some writers
in the local newspapers suggest
that the finding of this coin
might be evidence of the pre-
sence of Roman occupational
sites near Letterkenny, but I am
afraid that the finding of a
single coin here is much too
slender evidence on which to
base an opinion of that sort.
Roman coins have been found in
many parts of the world where
they were accidently lost in
modern times and it would not
be at all surprising to hear of
them being found in Iceland,
Mexico or Australia, ‘“‘regions
Caesar never knew.”
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I, myself, had an experience
which may illustrate the possib-
ility of such erroneous impres-
sions being formed. For the past
thirty-five years or so I have
carried in my pocket a large
First Brass coin of the Emperor
Titus. This coin has a special in-
terest for me as a farmer as it
has on its reverse side a symbol-
ic design referring to the impor-
tation and distribution of grain
at a time when the home supply
had become quite unable to feed
the growing population of Rome
and large quantities were im-
ported from North Africa and
elsewhere. The periodic arrival
of the corn ships was an occasion
of great public rejoicing and
deemed worthy of commemor-
ation on the coinage. It was one
of their ships, by the way,
bound for a Roman port from
Alexandria on which St. Paul
was wrecked.

Footnole, Son of Superintendent
T. Kelly, of the Garda Siochanna

Now one day I lost my fav-
ourite coin and for days I search-
ed for it till at length, to my
great joy, like the woman in the
parable, it was found. But, sup-
posing I had not found it and
that fifty, one hundred or five
hundred years hence it was pick-
ed up by some sharp-eyed
schoolboy we could imagine an
enthusiastic member of the Don-
egal Tlistorical Society of the
future contributing an article to
the Society’s Journal entitled
An inquiry into the evidences of
the Roman occupation of Argrey
Hill, with illustrations and Map!

In this connection I might
also mention that in addition to
odd coins several hoards of
Roman coins have been found in
Ireland. One, found in 1854, near
Coleraine, had upwards of 1500
silver coins in it. In 1827 a hoard
of 300 was found near Bushmills
and in 1830 another of 500 coins
was found in the same district.
(2) It is generally supposed that
such hoards were the result of
raiding parties crossing the Irish
Sea and pillaging the rich Roman
Settlements that were left wun-
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protected by the withdrawal of
.the legionaries to defend the
heart of the Empire when the
Huns werz hammering at the
Gates of Rome.

But, after all, coins, even
the oldest of them—and all the
glory and grandeur of Greece
and Rome are but things of yes-
terday in the long story of Man.
I know of few things more calcu-
lated to give one a worth-while
thrill that to stoop, when cros-
sing a ploughed field and to
pick up a stone axe or a flint
arrowhead dropped from the hand
of some hunter or worker many
thousands of years ago. These ob-
jects show that even in that dim
an distant morning of the world
our ancestors in Ireland were
both craftsmen and artists. How
interesting to think that so much
of their work has survived the
suns and storms, the frosts and
snows of many centuries—not to
mention ' the myriad possibilities
of accident and damage in the
more recent times of mechanical
cultivation?

- My first introduction to the
study of the evidences of pre-
historic man in my district came
when a country carpenter—a
species almost extinet now-a-
days—used to work at our place.
He had a small farm in a neigh-
bouring townland and being an
observant character had picked
up several unusual-looking
stones which he brought to me,
knowing that I was interested in
everything old and curious. I
just knew enough to recognise
them as Neolithic axe-heads ‘and
for years afterwards, in the
course of his work around the
district he obtained many others.
These formed the nucleus of my
collection which, at least, has the
merit of being entirely local.
Then one day my ploughman
found one on my own farm—
the first to be found on it, as
far as I know and a very fine
one it proved to be. This was the
precursor of numerous others
found by the same man, by my-
self and by others during the
past forty five years. There is

now not a field on my own farm
nor a townlaad in the parish
which has not yielded one or
more objects made and used by
our distant predecessors. Some-
times when in an imaginative
mood I can see these former own-
ers stretching dusty hands across
the dim centuries to claim their
old possessions. Then I look upon
my collection with a kind of rev-
erence—too often missing now-a-
days, I am afraid,—in regard to
these and other relics of the dis-
tant past.

For several years my collect-
‘on did not include anything re-
presentative of the succeeding
Bronze Age, until one day a
neighbouring farmer told me
that he had found on his land
what he thought was a stone
hatchet and he asked me to go to
see it. It turned out to be a stone
axe all right and in the course of
talk I happened to mention that
a later class of weapons and
tools were made of bronze and
that the earlier ones were some-
what similar in shape to the
stone axes.

“Hold on a bit” said he as he
mounted on a chair and brought
down a smoall box from what is
known in old country houses as
the half loft.Groping through a
miscellaneous ‘assortment of old
bolts, screws, nails etec he pro-
duced—an excellent Bronze axe
of the earliest type with an evi-
dently high proporfion of copper
in it. He had found it when
cleaning out a ditch and had
often thought of using it as a
wedge for his grubber but did
not think it just quite suitable !
You can imagine what a double-
bharrelled thrill I got when he
said “Take the two. They are no
@ood to me”. This was my first
Bronze object and subsequent
vears brought me several more.
One was from a tin-smith who
had made ineffectual attempts

Footnote— Can any member of
the Society give information
about a hoard of silver coins
found at Meencarriga, Ballybo-
fev near the old Barnéesmore
bridlepath? (Ed)
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fo use it as a soldering iron! He
told me that it was found when
an ancient stone monument was
being levelled to facilitate farm-
ing operations—a fate which be-
fell many of our antiquities in
this county. Unfortunately 1 was
never able to trace any of the
others or to get exact -cireum-
stances of their finding and so
this item gave me both a thrill
and a disappointment.

Another Bronze Age axe of
the socketed type was dug up
whilst a drain was being made
01 the line of march taken by
the army of JTames 11 from his
camp at Ballindrait to the Seige
of Derry. I was solemnly assured
by the previous owner that it
was an ornamental final to one
of the flagpoles of the Jacobite
troops! This axe has some decor-
ation consisting of circles, dots
and radiating lines not very often
found on Irish specimens. It is,
at present, in the National Muse-
um of Ireland.

For quite a long time these
few axes were the only repre-
sentatives of the Bronze Age in
my collection, and I was con-
stantly hoping that one day I
weould have the good fortune
either to find or acquire a bronze
sword which I always regarded
as the most graceful and most
beautiful weapon of antiquity.
One day a local farmer stopped
me in Raphoe Fair to inquire if
I had seen the illustration of a
bronze sword in such and such a
paper, a few days previously
The sword had just been found
in County Tvrone. I replied that
I had and that I was very inter-
ested in it as it appeared to be
a very fine one. “Well,” said he,
“I have one—the very same,”
and he proceeded to tell me how
his father and a labourer were
making a drain throygh a mead-
ow sixty or seventy years before
and had dug it up. It had been
carefully preserved though its
finders knew little of its age or
archaeological interest. There it
was—all those years in a house
within sight of my home and I
knew nothing of its existence.
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That, you may be sure, was a
thrilling story for me to hear in
the prosaic and matter of fact
atmosphere of an Irish fair day.

The climax of this story and
its thrill came several years lat-
er as I walked home one night
with the sword under my arm,
feeling on the very ‘‘top of the
world.” Its owner, all along, had
refused to part with it although
I had offered a substantial sum
for it, but, at last, growing old
and infirm and having no direct
successor he sent for me and
generously presented me with it-
knowing, as he said that it would
be appreciated and preserved in
the interest of Irish Archaeology.
Tho’ I am a man of peace, any
old sword has always had a
strange fascination for me and I
have collected many—here and
there—some with historiec and
National associations but, to me,
this bronze sword was in a class
by itself. Not only did it hold the
grim romance of a weapon, and
the fascination of antiquity, but
it was, in itself a thing of grace
and beauty—so enduring it pro-
mises tp outlast countless gener-
ations of men.

I have never been able to
come across very much to illus-
trate the period known as the
Iron Age as most of the objects
of this period have disappeared
through rust and general corros-
jon. I had, however, the great
pleasure of owning for a number
of years one object of outstand-
ing importance. Many years ago
fishemen in Ballyshannon Bay
dragged up an object which look-
ed like a mass of shells and sand
cemented together and attached
to it was a human-like object of
bronze. It passed into the ecollect-
ion of the late Hugh Allingham—
a noted Donegal antiquary of his
day, but it was not reported or
described in any of the antiguar-
ian publications of his day. After
Mr, Allingham’s death it passed
to a dealer who assumed that it
was a relic from one of the Span-
ish Armada ships wrecked off
the Donegal coast. I happened to
see it and although I did not
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know just what it was I felt
strangely intrigued with it and
as the saying goes ‘‘chanced my
arm"’ by buying it— not without
difficulty as the dealer, some-
how, had formed the impression
that it was extremely rare and
valuable. I felt vaguely that I
had seen somewhere an illustra-
tion of a similar article and after
considerable search I ran the il-
lustration to earth, as it were,
in the pages of the British Muse-
um Guide tp the Iron Age. There
it was fully illusirated and de-
scribed. The bronze part was the
hilt of what is known as an An-
thropoid short sword or dagger
from its resemblance to the
human figure. The blade of iron
to which the mass of sand and
shells had been attached had en-
tirely disappeared leaving behind
a perfect mould of itself in the
material.

This acquisition gave me in-
tense pleasure and led to a most
interesting correspondence, not
only with our own Museum offi-
cials, but alsp with those of the
British Museum and with French
authorities on this particular
period as the object itself is of
Continental origin rather than
Trish; and was in all probability
lost overboard from the ship of
some trader or invader. Only a
few anthropoid swords have been
found on the Continent and as
mine was the only one found in
Ireland it was illustrated and
described not only in the Jour-
nals of the Irish Antiquaries, but
also in the French Revue Arch-
eologique of the year 1926. I gave
it on loan for a considerable per-
iod to the National Museum of
Ireland and finally parted with
it to that museum as I felt that
this wunique object should be
housed in a National Collection
rather than in a private one. The
Museum officials, however, very
kindly presented me with an ex-
cellent plaster replica just to re-
mind me of an interesting epis-
ode of my collecing experiences.

I have had few thrills with
ancient mpottery beyond frag-
ments from shore settlements,
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but it has provided me with, at
least one firs. class = disappoint-
ment. Many years ago, seventy
to eighty, I believe, some labour-
ers, removing sand from a pit
on a kinsman’s farm, discovered
a  small stone-lined chamber
covered with a flagstone—the
usual type of cist, I suppose—
and inside was a small pottery
vessel with some dust in it and
according to the finders, a few
fragments of bones. The ‘“wee
bowl” as the men called it was
taken to the farmhouse and after
inspection, and a little serious
consultation the finders were in-
structed to take it back and to
replace it as they had found it
and to cover all carefully again.
Some years ago an Aantiquarian
friend and I spent many hopeful
hours probing with pointed iron
rods the approximate site of the
cist in the belief that we might
locate the flagstone. It brought
no result :
And there it is beneath the lea
To tantalise the like of me!
Many of you will remember
that some months ago a plough-
man unearthed a similar cist
with two vessels near Bridgend
and that the find atiracted con-
siderable public notice as it was
considered of great importance.
Like many others Mr. MacDon-
agh and I planned to visit the
finder and the site and so one
fine evening—in somewhat alter-
ed wversion of famous words :
We came. We saw. And we car-
ried away!
Yes, — actually carried away in
a splendid and flagrant disregard
of all rules and regulations, bye-
laws and Acts of Parliament. I
think that we justified our action
—to ourselves, at least—by feel-
ing that we were securing the
precious vessels from any or all
possible risk that might be run
had the more orthodox proceed-
ure been awaited. I, therefore,
had the great privilege and plea-
sure of Thousing, for several
weeks, these two interesting ex-
amples of the part played by the
potter in the early burial cust-
oms of Ireland. One day, how-
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ever, Mr. Hartnett of the Nation-
al Museum, descended upon me
and I instinctively felt that it
was my sad and solemn duty to
pack the two vessels as carefully
as possible in a box, to carry it
gingerly to his car and to wish
him God Speed in his journey to
Kildare Streel—not without the
hope, howeever, that one day I
would see them again suitably
housed and cared for in Donegal
where they rightly belong.

This was my latest exper-
ience—or shall I call it adven-
ture; but in closing I must say
that not all my experiences and
thrills have been concerned with
prehistoric man or old coins. I
have had many pleasant little
thrills—s a y at an ordinary
country auction—a first edition
or an out of print velume tied up
in a bundle of junk and should
my last bid be followed by the
auctioneer’s gome it always
brings a very satisfactory feeling
if not a very exciting thrill. Sim-
ilar experiences can, now and
again be had when the lot offer-
ed is a bit of Waterford, a piece
of old china, an old or rare col-
oured print and what a pleasant
thing it is to find that you have
become the owner of an attract-
ive morsel of old Irish Silver
after the auctioneer’s - fateful
monosyllable.

In conclusion may I add that
I have had other collecting ex-
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periences not connected with
such tangible things as Stone
Axes, Bronze Swords, Roman
coins ete.—things which you can
label, keep in glass cases and
show to interested friends. For
some time past I have been col-
lecting sets of interesting mem-
ories — memories of pleasant
people with kindred tastes I have
met—memories of famous and
historic places I have had the
opportunities of visiting—mem-
ories of the immortal works of
the great artistes of ancient and
modern times which I have been
privileged to look wupon with
wonder and admiration—and so0
on. One can make an almst end-
less collection of this sort and I
have much pleasure in telling
you to-day that the last one add-
to my list concerns your town
and its Civic Week. On Tuesday
night after Dr. Hayes McCoy’s
leciure when I stepped outside
this building, on my way home,
1 was thrilled and delighted to
see the flood-lit front of your
lovely Cathedral. It looked mag-
nificent, soaring up in a gleam
of glory against the sombre back-
ground of the night sky —
%y kindly light amidst the en-
cireling gloom.” There, I said to
myself, is something Letterkenny
people and their visitors can look
upon with pride and pleasure—
A thing of beauty which memory
can make a joy for ever.
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NA DALAIGH
(The O’Donnells of Tirconaill)

By Rupert S. 0’Cochlain, Meenbanad, Co. Donegal

Paper read to the County Donegal Historical Society in Four
Masters’ Hall, Donegal Town, on Saturday, 15th July, 1950.

The bardic historians tell us
that about 1700 years before the
Christian era Golamh Milidh, or
Golamh the Knight, who is com-
monly called Milesius of Spain,
collecled an invasion fleet of 30
ships to attack Ireland. He died,
however, before D-day, so that
the carrying out of the project
devolved upon his sons who saw
it through successfully., Having
defeated the Tuath de Danann,
the previous colonists, the Miles-
lans tOok possession of the
1sland and set up Eber and Ere-
mon, sons of their dead leader,
as joint monarchs. As the broth-
ers did not agree they divided
the kingdom between them. Even
this was not satisfactory as dis-
sentions sprung up and Eber was
slain. Eremon thus became sole
monarch and from him are des-
cended, with few exceptions, all
the High Kings of Ireland. One
hundred and twenty sixth in the
line and fifty second in descent
from Eremon was Niall Naoig-
hiallach, or Niall of the Nine
Hostages, who reigned from
379 — 405 A. D. He had many
sons. Of these, Laoghaire was
Ard Ri at the coming of Pat-
rick in 432; Eoghan became the
ancestor of the O'Neills and Con-
all Gulban (who was fostered at
Ben Bulban in Co. Sligo) of the
O’Donnells.

Conall Gulban and his
brothers conducted a campaign
in West Ulster that made them
masters of the territory compris-
ing the present county of Done-
gal. This they divided, Conall
receiving the distriet west of the
Swilly and Barnesmore. A strug-
gle for supremacy between Cine-
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al Chonaill (the descendants of
Conall) and Cineal Eoghain (the
descendants of Eoghan) ensued.
Feuds and wars raged for 1,000
yéars before the Lagan (Raphoe)
and Inishowen were finally in-
corporated in Tir Chonaill.

Conall Gulban quickly en-
tered upon his new domain and
became the founder of one of the
greatest Houses in the long his-
tory of our country. From him
have sprung no fewer than 41
saintg, 10 Monarchs of Ireland
and a host of lesser nobility.

It was at Siodh-Aodha, now
Mullaghnashee, close to the
town of Ballyshannon, that Con-
all Gulban first met St. Patrick,
and not near Tailte in Meath as
is commonly supposed. The fol-
lowing is a description of the
meeting from the Tripartite Life
of the Saint:—

“Returning from  thence
{Ardfortadh near Ballymagroar-
ty) he {Patrick) came to that
beautiful  hill  called Siadh-
Aodha, situate on the margin of
the river Erne, near Eas-Ruaidh,
where at a public meeting he
met Conall, son of King Niall the
Great and brother of King
Laoghaire, and enriched him
with the hapoy patrimony of
his blessing. He alsp blessed Fer-
gus, son of Conall (who devoutly
sought his blessing) placing his
hands on his head with delay
and great devotion saying ‘From
thy seed shall be born a son of
blessings, who shall be enriched
with the treasures of science and
wisdom, and who shall be a
prophet of the Most High, and a
burning and a shining lamp;
from whose mouth no intention-
al falsehood shall ever escape.
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And he bestowed his blessing on
his country and its fortresses,
churches and rivers.”

It was not long before the
Saint’s prophesy was fulfilled,
for to the wife of Fergus's son,
Feilim, was born a child that
shed lustre on the Church, his
people and his country; one
whose fame and work extended
beyond our shores. This was Col-
umcille, patron of Cineal Chon-
aill, our greatest National Saint
next to Patrick himself and,
broadly speaking, the first
O'vonnell in exile!

The incident of St. Colum-
cille surreptitiously copying a
book of St. Finian and the latter
demanding the return of both
book and copy is well known.
Here we have the first case of
copyright being invoked in the
country! Columbkille’s refusal to
part with the copy brought the
dispule before the Ard Ri, who
gave his famous judgement *to
every cow her calf and to every
boox its copy.” This decision did
not please the Saint and a battle
resulted in which the Xing's
forces were defeated with ter-
rible slaughter. Columbcille be-
came grieved at all the blood-
shed and took upon himself the
responsibility for it. As a pen-
ance he submitted to perpetual
exile.

The manuscript that caused
all the trouble was a copy of the
Psalter in Columcille’s own
handwriting. It was restored to
him after the battle and ever
afterwards became known as the
“Cathach” or “Battle-Book.” It
was inherited by the O’Donnells,
who guarded and treasured it as
their greatest spiritual talisman.
The belief was that if the sacred
parchments were carried thrice
around the army on the breast
of a sinless cleric before battile
vietory was assured. It also
played an important part in the
inauguration of the Chieftains
at the Rocks of Doon —

Here he swore upon the Cath-

ach,

Held aloft the willow wand,
While ten thousand tribesmen
hailed him

And awaited his command.”
The MacGroartys were the

hereditary custodians of  the
Cathach. Cathbharr O’Donnell
had a magnificent silver and

guilt shrine made for it about
the close of the eleventh century,
It was usually kept in the little
church at Ballymagroarty, near
Ballintra, where a secret crypt
was constructed as a hiding
piace. In times of stress, however,
it was taken to Tory.

The leading families in the
country began to adopt surnames
during the reign of Brian Boru
(circa 1,000 AD.). The earlier
system was for a person to add
the name of his father or grand-
father to his own. Brian extend-
ed the more convenient arrange-
ment by making it compulsory
for each family to adopt a per-
manent surname. This was done
by selecting the name 0f some
distinguished ancestor and pre-
fixing it by either ‘0" or “Mac”.
The change to the new system
was gradual and almost a cen-
tury elapsed before the surname
¢y Domhnaill, ” anglicised
“O'Donnell,” was first taken by
Cathbharr (died 1106), the great-
srandson of Domhnall Mor who
flourished in 970 AD. In due
course the surnames O’Gallagh-
er. O’Cannon, O’Muldory, O'Do-
herty, O Boyle, etc., made j;henr
appearance in Cineal Chonaill.

The O'Muldorys and O’Can-
nanans were the rulers of Tyr-
connell before the rise to power
of the O'Donnells. It was not un-
4l eirca 1200 A.D. that Eigneac-
ain was installed as the first
“O'Domhnaill.” He was followed
by twenty-four others ending
with Sir Niall Garbh, Who was
inaueurated in 1603,

The original home of the
O’Donnells was on the Lennon
ot Ramelton but upon becoming
Chieftains they established them-
selves at Murvagh on the River
Trne. In the second quarter of
the 15th century they built a
Norman-type castle at Bally-
ghannnon and about 70  years
later transferred their seat to
Donegal. Here they also built a
castle which they subsequently
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partially destroyed to prevent it
from falling into the hands of
the English. There is an entry in
the State Papers under the date
1612 that reiers to the removal
of material from the nearby de-
secrated Franciscan Abbey “‘for
the building of the Castle of
Donegall.” Four years later Un-
deriacer Brooke received a grant
of the property and his family
built the edifice whose ruins are
familiar to us to-day. It was con-
siructed on the site of the origin-
a. O'Donnell Castle and incor-
porated such parts of the latter
as had survived. In 1527 Manus,
the 21st. Chieftain, constructed
a sirong castle, known as “‘Port
na dTri Namhad,” at Lifford.
From thence it tended to become
the principal home of the family.
Not a trace of it now remains.

Practically all the earlier
Chieftains were interred in the
Cistercian Abbey of Assaroe,
Ballyshannon. With the ‘removal
of the seat to Donegal the Fran-
ciscan Abbey there became the
family burial place. Heads of
the Clan not buried in either of
these places were :(— Gofraidh
{1248-58) in Conwell: Domhnall
Og (1258-81) in Derry; Niall
Garbh (1422-39) in the Isle of
Man; Aodh Ruadh (1592-1602) in
Valladolid, Spain; and Sir Niall
Garbh (1603-25) in the Tower
of London.

The noble part played by
the Royal House of Tyrconnell
in our country’s history has been
well chronicled. T h e name
“O’Donnell” appears an aggre-
gate of 288 times in the Annals
of the Four Masters alone! It is
not necessary, therefore, for me
to dwell on the fate and fortunes
of its members until their over-
throw in the beginning of the
17th century. One point, how-
ever, is worthy of notice. Elliott
O'Donnell states in his “The
Irish Abroad,” that Calvagh, the
22nd. Chieftain was created Earl
of Wexford by Elizabeth when
he visited London, and goes on
to say that as late as 1911 the
original Patent, bearing th e
Queen’s signature, was in the

hands of a Birmingham gentle-
man who lent it tp the Archaeo-
logical Society of Belfast. There
15 no mention of an Earldom hav-
ing been conferred on him either
by the Four Masters or Dr.
(J’Donovan, nor can I trace the
title in Burke's ‘‘Dormant, Abey-
ant, Forfeited and Extinet Peer-
ages.”

Calvagh’s brother, Sir Hugh
O’Donnell, contested the Chief-
tainship with the former’s son,
Con, and held it against him.
This became a sore point with
the descendanis of Calvagh as
the coveted office had now pass-
ed to a junior branch of the fam-
ily. This Sir Hugh was married
twice. I will advert to his first
marriage later. His second wife
was Nuala, “an Ineen Dubh,”
daughter of James McDonnell,
Lord of the Isles. Their eldest
son was Aodh Ruadh (Red Hugh)
who is considered to have been
the greatest of all the O’Donnells.
He was born in 1571, kidnapped
and held prisoner in Dublin
Casile from 1587. He made his
sensational escape on the eve of
“Christmas of the Star” (Epiph-
any), i.e., 5th January, 1592, and
not the following Christmas
night as is often stated. He was
received wilh great jov by his
people and upon returning to
Tyrconnell his aged father re-
signed the Chieftainship in his
favour. The young Aodh was in-
augurated, with the usual cus-
tom and tradition, on the 3rd
May of that year. He went to
Spain to solicit help from a
friendly monarch after the dis-
aster of Kinsale and was poison-
ed at Samancos on 10th Septem-
ber, 1602, aged 30 years. He had
married Rose, daughter of Hugh
O’'Neill, Earl-of Tyrone, but left
no issue.

Evenis moved rapidly after
Aodh Ruadh’s death. Sir Niall
Garbh being the grandson of the
elder brother of S ir Hugh
O’Donnell and therefore of the
senior line, always considered
that he had been deprived of his
birthright when the Chieftain-
ship passed to his cousin. The
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English were quick to seize the
opportunity and, in pursuance of
their well-known ‘divide and con-
quer’ policy backed Sir Niall
Garbh against his kinsman. He,
however, was playing a deeper
game and when Aodh Ruadh
died began to show his indepen-

dence, declaring his intention of .

having himself inaugurated as
“0O’Domhnaill.” This did not
suit Dublin Castle and sg the

rd Deputy found a less stub-
born and less ambitious person
f or their schemes in Aodh
Ruadh’s brother, Rory. Hence-
forth they lavished their attent-
ions on him. Sir Niall Garbn be-
came more discontented at the
turn of events. He retaliated by
collecting his clansmen at Kil-
macrennan and going ahead
with the inauguration ceremony.
Undaunted by this display the
Government’s next move was to
create Rory Earl of Tyrconnell
and Baron of Donegal (27th De-
cember, 1603). It took the wheel
but four years to turn. Earl Rory
who had been piled high with
English honours and favours in
1603 was compelled to fly with
Hugh O’Neill and a host of their
kinsmen because of English
treachery in 1607. He sailed out
of Lough Swilly in September
and sank to an early grave in
Rome on the following 28th July,
aged 33 years.

When ©Earl Rory fled his
wife, Brigit, daughter of Henry
12th Karl of Kildare, did not ac-
company him but he took with
him his infant son, Hugh, then
11 months old. The baby was
well cared for, being befriended
by the Archduke Albert, Gover-
nor of the Low Countries, who
granted him a pension and as he
grew up had him attached as a
page to the Court of the Infanta
Isabella at Brussels. Hugh adopt-
ed his benefactor’s name in Con-
firmation and is usually styled
“Hugh Albert” in contemporary
records. He completed his educa-
tion at the University of TLouv-
ain, joined the Spanish Service
and rose to the rank of Major-
General. He was a person of

much influence and standing on
the Continent, being recognised
as “The O’Donnell.” We find him
described as “O’Donnell, Earl of
Tyrconnell, Baron of Lifford,
Lord of Lower Connaught and
Sligo and Knight of the Order of
Alcantara.” He desired tp return
to Ireland at the outbreak of the
Confederate Wars but

: permis-
sion was refused him. He was
sent instead to the Mediterran-

ian where he was drowned in the
summer of 1642. He left no issue.

Before passing from Hugh
Albert it might be mentioned
that a sister was born in Ireland
after his flight of 1607. She was
brought up in the Old Faith by
her mother. Her grandmother,
the Dowager Couhtess of Kildare
introduced her fo the English
Court when she was 12. She
made a great impression and be-
came a general favourite, espec-
ially with the King. He fell sorry
for her father and desired to
make amends to her for the
harsh treatment her parent had
received. He accordingly bestow-
ed a large sum of money on her
and gave her the name of Mary
“Stuart.” Her grandmother too
named her as her heir. A bril-
liant future was therefore assur-
ed .As was to be expected Mary
had many suitors. Every induce-
ment was held out to her tp re-
neunce her religion and marry
one of the Protestant nobility.
This she positively refused to do
and thereby incurred displeasure
of those in high places. Things
began to look black as her name
became linked by rumour with
the escape of two of her prisoner
kinsmen to the Continent. Mary
was summoned to appear before
the Council to give an account of
herself. Being forwarned by a
friend of what the consequences
were likely to be she decided to
provide for her safety by disguis-
ing herself as a cavalier and
leaving England under an as-
sumed name. In due course she
reached Flanders and was wer
comed at the Court of the Ii-
fanta. The fame of her exploit
spread throughout Europe and
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was applauded by everyone, On
1ith February, 1627, Pope Urban
V111 wrote commending her
ctend in defence of Rcoligion.

Mary appears to have been
a bit of a wild and romantic
characier by nature and at tumes
her conduct was frowned upon
by Hugh Alberl. He had never
hcard that hz had a sister and
was somewhatl incredulous about
the whole thing. She friquently
mazqueraded in male attire and
her behavipur generally did not
meet with his approval. In July,
1631, he complained to Fr. Luke
Wadding that Mary Stuari was
an imposter defaming the House
of O’'Donne!l by her conduct. He
askad the friar te use his in-
fluence to have her exposed and
punished. About this time she
married an Irishman named Don
John Edward (’Gallagher, by
whom she had two children, both
dying in infancy. Mary was now
falling on lean times. Early in
1632 she was living in poor quar-
ters in Rome and petitioned the
Pope to alleviate her extreme
want. What the outcome of the
apveal was I do not know. Of her
ultimate end there is no record.

Earl Rory’s brother, Caffar,
who accompanied him on the
Flight was destined to follow
him to his grave within a few
weeks. His widow, Rose O'Do-
herty, subsequently married
Owen Roe O'Neill. .

The English had succeeded
in breaking the power of the
Royal House of Tyrconnell and
effective sleps were taken to en-
sure that it would not rise again.
Its remaining members. deprived
of their hereditary dominions
and titles were fransplanted as
mere tenants tp Conmaught. But
an O’Donnell is an O'Donnell to
his followers, irrespective of his
circumstances, and the descend-
ants of the Chieftains continued
to be afforded the same loyalty,
respect and devotion by the old
natives as if their rule in Tyr-
connell had remained undisturb-

ed.
Writing a little over a cen-
tury ago Matthew O’Conor stat-
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ed in his “Military Memoirs of
the Irish Nation” :—

“The O’Donnells who re-
mained in Ireland after the
flight of the Earl lapsed into
poverty and but few of them
preserved any authentic trace
of their destent . . . . Ignorance
and money, and the shameless
compliances of dishonest her-
alds have framed pedigrees for
them that have no foundation
. ... The O'Donnells of the pre-
sent day cannot by grants, in-
quisitions or other memorials
trace their pedigree for tve
generations.”

These were very serious
charges indeed, but they did not
go unchallenged. Quickly came
Dr. John O’Donovan’s vitriolic
reply that it can be shown

“on the evidence of many mon-
uments and memorials which
Matthew O’Conor, son of Denis,
son of Charles the historian,
did not take the trouble o ex-
amine that the pedigrees of
many branches of the O'Don-
nells now living in Ireland, and
others living abroad, can be
traced with certainty to the old
stock of the O’Donnells of Tyr-
connell.”
The branches to which the learn-
ed doctor refers are those of
Newport, Larkfield and Castle-
bar with offshots to Spain and
Austria. Dr. O’Donovan backed
up his words with deeds and
gave up his famous Appendix to
the Four Masters, in which he
proved beyond all doubt the gen-
uineness of these O’Donnell pedi-
grees. He followed this up later
with his monumental work “The
O’Donnells in Exile”—one of the
greatest documented family re-
fprds ever presented to the pub-
ie.

With the passing of Hugh
Albert. son of Rory, Earl of Tyr-
connell. the descendants of Sir
Hugh O’Donmell and the Ineen
Dubh became extinct in the male
line. It is necessary, therefore, to
turn to Con, son of Calvagh, from
whom Sir Hugh held the Chief-
tainship. He had many sons but
only three left issue. These were
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Sir Niall Garbh, Aodh Buidhe
and Con Og, from whom the fam-
ilies of Newport, Larkfie.d and
Castlebar respectively are de-
scended.

NEWPORT BRANCH

Sir Niall Garbh was married
to Nuala, sister of Aodh Ruadh.
She left him when he was ‘“‘taken
in” by the English and mortally
wounded her brother Manus at
Lifford in 1600. She later accom-
panied the Earl to the Continent.
Her husband made his submiss-
ion not out of love for the Crown
but as a means of furthering his
scheme for the recovery of the
Chieftainship. He helped his new
found ally to wage a ruthless
campaign against the indomit-
able Aodn Ruadh. Mountjoy
knighted him in 1602. When his
kinsman died he commenced to
show his independence and had
himself inaugurated “0O’Domhna-
il1"” in 1603—an action that prov-
ed his undoing. He continued to
lose favour until 1608 when he
was arrested at Raphoe in June
for his alleged participation in
the Sir Cahir O’Doherty Rising
of that vear. He was sent to the
Tower of London where he died
in 1625.

His son. Manus, was a Col-
onel in the Irish Army, being
killed at the Battle of Benburb
in 1646.

Colonel Manus’s son Rory
migrated from Lifford to Con-
naught with a large band of fol-
lowers circa 1654. This was ap-
parently part of the Cromwellian
transplantation of that period.
They settled about Ballycroy, in
the Barony of Erris, Co. Mayo,
and their descendants are still
known as ‘‘na h-Ultaigh”.

Rory too had a son Manus.
He alsp was a Colonel and fought
against Willlam at the Boyne
and again at Aughrim. Tradition
says that he lived first in South
Ballyeroy and later in the North
of Ballycroy, beside the Owen-
more River. He went surety for
several priests at the time of
their registration in 1704, his ad-
dress then being Rosturk, a place
between Newport and Mulranny,
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on the north shore of Clew Bay.
The Colonel was a person of dis-
tinction and is the subject of a
poem by Cathaoir Mac Caba, in
which the year of his death is
glven as 1736.

Manus had three sons, Char-
les Roe, of Newecastle, Co. Mayo,
will proved 19th. June, 1770;
Hugh Mor, died 1762 and Manus
who died in 1767 leaving only
Ei_apghters. The last named, then
living in Dublin, emulated the ex-
ample of his nephew and Con-
formed in 1764, as did his eldest
daughter, Ellinor (who married
Caesor French, the noted duel-
lest) three years later.

Charles Roe’s eldest son
Manus was born in 1713. He en-
tered the Austrian Service at an
early age, rose to the rank of
Major-General and was created
a Count of the Empire by Maria
Theresa. He returned to Ireland,
died without a male heir on 21st.
December, 1793, and is buried at
Straide Abbey. His brother Lew-
is also served in Austria where
he attained the rank of Captain.
He too came back to Ireland, set-
tled at Killeen, Co. Mayo and
died in 1822, aged 108 years. We
find his son Manus dying of
wounds in the British Service on
the Continent in 1812—the first
of the senior line to fight for the
Crown since his great - grea t-
sreat - great - grandfather, Sir
Naill Garnbh. came to an inglor-
ious end in the Tower of London
almost 200 years before. His sec-
ond son, Lewis, lived at Ross, Co.
Mayo, and died in 1841. The lat-
ter’'s son 'Charles (born 1823) was
an officer in the Connaught
Rangers and died without issue
cirea 1853. With his death the
senior line is brought to a close.

We must., therefore, return
to Hugh Mor, brother of Charles
Roe. referred to above. He was
nrobably the ‘“Mr. O’Donnell of
Newport” mentioned in Pocoke’s
“Tour of Ireland in 1752”. He
married Maud, the daughter of
Valentine Brown of Mount
Prown. near Westport. and not
of Brownstown as O’Donovan
says. Her cousin John conformed
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In 1729 and was created Lord Al
lamont. His grandson, the 3rd.
Lord  Altamont was made Mar-
ques of Sligo for his services in
connection with the Union.

Hugh Mor had a number ot
£ons. The eldest, Hugh, was un-
married. The sécond, Francis,
had one son, Hugh, who died in
the East India Company’s Ser-
viZe without issue. The third was
Neal Garve. He was the first of
the Clan fo embrace the Protes-
tant Religion and is entered on
the  Convert Rolls under date
14th. November, 1763. It is not
known what prompted him to
take this course hut it is believed
that he was influenced by the ex
ample of his kinsman and neigh-
Lour John Brown, first Lord Al-
tamont. It is with surprise, there-
fore. that we observe him donat-
Ing a free site for the Catholic
Chureh at Newport thirty-three
years later.

Neal Garve had been a local
magistrate for some time and on
2nd. December, 1780, was created
Baronet. The same year he
bought the Cong Estate, the
ancient property of the Abbey of
Cong. for a figure in excess of
£30.000. On the 15th. July, 1785.
he concluded the purchase of the
Medlicott Estate. also ealled
Burrishoole Manor, and part of
the Ormamnd property for
£33.589-19s-4d. In addition he
held lands under lease from the
See of Killala and maintained a
fown house at 15, Merrion
Sguare, Dublin. This “fortuitous
acquisition of wealth” has al-
ways been the subject of much
speculation. Where the money
came from fo buy these exten-
sive proverties has never been
disclosed and remains a myvstery.

Tn January, 1792. a Danish
warship was forced info Newport
hv storm damage. The entire crew
was struck down with fever and
most of them died. The captain,
de Bille. was buried on 17th.
March. military honovurs being
rendered by the Newmort Volun-
teers. under their Colonel. Sir
Ne2al O'Donnell. He must have
revised his outlook in the suc-
ceeding years as he played a
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prominent part in the supression
vf the Humbert Rising notv mucn
mo:e than a decade later.

In 1766 Neal Garve (he had
no; velt been Knighted) married
mary daughter of Wilham Coane
of Ballyshannon and had a
numerous family. Their eldest
son, Hugh, was a Lieutenant-Col-
onel of the South Mayo Militia
and Colonel of the 110th. Reg:-
ment of the Line, while the next
James Mor, followed the duel oc.
cupation of lawyer and soldier.
He captained a corps of ytoman-
ry during the Rebellion. Their
father paid high prices for the
‘rotten boroughs” of Donegal
and Ratoath for .-them and both
sat in Grattan’s Parliament. They
vehemently opposed the Union.
M.ither bribes nor so-called hon-
ours could induce either to vote
for the bill )

Colonel Hugh married 1n
1798, whereupon his father drew
up a deed giving himself power
to charge the Estate with a sum
of £14,000 to be spén{ on legacies
for his daughters and younger
sons and their descendants, be-
sides an annuity of £3,000 to his
widow. A tablet to the memory
of IColonel Hugh O’Donnell in
Newport Protestant Church gives
the dated of his death as 1st.
September, 1798, although there
is a record of him having spoken
in the Irish Parliament on 22nd.
January. 1799.

Camntain James Mor was
somewhat of a paradox. As a
soldier he did not spare himself
to suppress the *98 Rising. At the
same time ne turned up 4t the
courtsmartial at Castlebar io ¢e
fend the captured rebels with all
his legal might. This was unpopn-
ular and led to a charge of 1.gh
treason being laid against him
bv Rev.Dr. Benton, Pro’te_stant
Chaplain to the Mavo Militia. A
sworn enquiry followed anc_i he
was acquitted. He met an untime-
lv end in a duel with Major Den-
is Bingham at Killanley_Gle’be.
neayr Enniscrone, Co. Sligo, on
2/th. September, 1806. He was
aged 36 years.

Sir Neal Garve (1st. Bart.)
died on 2nd. January, 1811. The
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following are extracts from his
will date 10th. November, 1810,

probate of which was granted
forth of the Prerogative Court
on 4th. August, 1813, to Dame

Mary O'Donnell and Connelly
Coan, Esq., widow and brother-
in-law, respectively, of the said
Testator, and Executors named
in the will:—

Under the terms of the Mar-
riage Settlement of my eldest
son, Hugh O’Donnell, decd. and
Alice Hutchinson, which settle-
ment bears date 4th. Oect., 1798, 1
have power to charge my estates
at Newport and Cong with the
sum of £15,000 for my children
and grandchildren, and I did so
charge my sd. estates with
£14000 with interest at 6 per
cent on the 8th. Dec. 1798, to be
paid six months after my
death. ... .. I bequeath to my son
Neal O’Donnell £10; top my son
Connell O’Donnell £3.000; to my
daughter, Lady Molyneux £10;
to my grandson Hugh Henry
Browne, eldest son of Dodwell
Browne, Esq., of Rahins, £1,999;
to my grand-daughter, Mar,
Anne Browne, daughter of sd.
Nodwell Br. £5,000: to my grand-
doughters Matilda. Louisa,
Maria  Browne, daughters of
Dodwell Br. £1,000 each; sd.
cums to sd. grand-daughters to
be raised out of my said lands of
Newport and Cong, and the in-
terest thereof to be applied to
their education till they reach
twenty-one or marriage.

“On the intermarriage 8th.
Nov. 1793, of my son James
Moore O'Donnell with Debora
Camac of Greenmount. Co. Lou-
th, I conveyed tp Trustees named
in sd. Marriage Settlement the
lands of Kilmactiege in Co. Sligo
and the lands of Termon in Erris
held by lease by me under the
See of Killala. The sd. James
M. O’Donnell died without issue
and his widow Deborah, is en-
titled under sd. Mar. Setnil. to
£480 out of sd. lands, which Ids,
I hereby devise to my son Connel
0O’Donnell.

‘““‘Under the terms of my
Mar. Setment. dated 1766 the
Leases I held were conveyed to

270.

Trustees in trust to rise the sum
of £1,600 for my childrer as .
should appoint. I now devise sc.
sum .of £1,600 to Neal O’Donnell
Browne and Hugh Henry Brow-
né, my grand-sons, share and
share alike, and if either die be-
fore the age of twenty-one, the
whole to the survivor.

To my grand-daughter, Alice
O’Donnell £100, and on Lady
O’Donnell’s death, the picture of
her father, Hugh O’Donnell.

To Dodwell Browne, E s q.
£100 as a small token of my re-
gard for him.

To my Dbeloved daughter-in-
law, Deborah O’Donnell £50 to
purchase a ring.

To my niece Mary O’Donnell,
daughter of John O’Donnell of
Newport Pratt, £500.

To Nurse Kelly. wife of Daniel
Kelly of Newport Pratt, one an-
ruity of £20.

To Mrs. O’Donnell. wife of my
hrother Francis O’Donnell, one
annuity of £50.

T» Conrolly Coan, now of the
Citv of Bath £300.

Tn Connolly Coan,
£100.

To John Coan, his grand-son,
£100.

To my wife. Lady O'D. my car-
riages, horses, cows, plate, furni-
ture and direct that all those
legacies. except the sums which
comprise the £14.000 which I
have charged on my estate. shall
he pavable out of such personal
estate as I shall die possessed of
or entitled to. except my car-
riage. horses. plate. and furni-
fure. which I hereby exempt and
discharge therefrom—I make my
dearly beloved  wife, Lady
O’Donnell. residuarv legatee and
she sole execufrix.”

A Codicil was later added
making Connolly Coan joint Ex-
ecutor with Lady O’Donnell—
any difference of instruction or
interpretation being left to the
decision of the latter. He also
bequeathed to Ladv  O’Donnell
his Right. Title and Interest in
his freehold lease of part of the
lands of Knockeeragh together
with the same in the house and

his son,
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furniture of No. 15 Merrion
Square Norih, both for her sole
use and benefit to be enjoyed or
disposed of in any way she might
think fit.

As Sir Neal’s two eldest sons
had predeceased him without
male issue the title, estates and
interest on mortgages passed to
the third boy, Sir Neal Beag (2nd
Bart.). He was instrumental in
bringing the Cathach back from
the Continent. Upon learning
that it was lying in a Belgian
monastery with instructions that
it was to be delivered to whoso-
ever should prove himself to be
Head of the O’Donnells, he sub-
mitted a claim that was accepted.
His twin brother, Conell brought
the venerable relic back to Ire-
land and so, after its long repose
in a foreign land the Cathach
was once more restored to the
family. Sir Neal Beag died in
1827 after making arrangements
for a jointure to his widow (who
was the daughter of Lord Annes-
ly) and legacies for his younger
son and daughters. His elder
son, Sir Hugh James Mor (3rd.
Bart.) succeeded him. His reign
was a short one. He died of gun-
shot wounds on 29th July, 1828,
whether by accident, suicide, or
worse- is not known. He too
charged the estate with a yearly
jointure for his widow and a
legacy for an unborn child, that
turned out to be a girl.

The 3rd Baronet's brother,
Sir  Richard Annesly O’Donnell
{4th Bart.). born 1808. next got
the title. He and some local mer-
chants bore the expense of erect-
ing a pier at Newport that
accommodated ships up to 200
tons, Sir Richards’s sister, Mary.
became a Catholic and entered
the Presentation Order of nuns
in Galwav. He, however, took
religion the other way and was
a bit of a *“hot-Gospeler.” O'Don-
ovan in his ‘“Ordnance Survey
T.etters for Mavo” calls him the
“Darhvite Preacher.” Despite
this he presented Dean Waldron
of Cong with 2 acres of land
rent-free for a Catholic school
in 1852,
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He married in 1831 but was
hard set with all the encum-
brances on his estate to make
any arrangements to secure his
wife’s wellbeing in case she sur-
vived him. He was not able to
pay the amounts due to his
brother’s widow and child and
was forced to sell the property
piecemeal. In 1856 he disposed
of 7,770 acres at Cong to Sir Ben-
jamin Guinness. The thing must
have gone very far as only a
small fraction of the first Baro-
net's wide domains descended to
his own son, George Glendinning
O'Donel, who was born in 1832.
Sir George was the fifth and last
Baronet. He married a Catholic
lady and it was probably at her
instigation he purchased and
donated the site for the Mercy
Convent in Newport in 1884. Two
vears later he presented the
nuns with two beautiful stained
glass windows executed in Mun-
ich. With his death in 1889 the
Newport Branch of the O'Don-
n:lls became extinet in the male
line,

Sir George’s niece, Millicent
Agnes, daughter of his brother,
Richard Alexander, who had pre-
deceased him, succeeded o the
property. She had married Ed-
win Thomas and he took the sur-
name “O’Donel” by deed-poll in
1889. They had one son, George
Frederick Thomas, an officer in
the British Army who was killed
in action on 16th June, 1915. He
left a widow but no family. After
the death of the parents (1933)
she sold what was left of the
place—Newport House and de-
mense—to a Mr. MacShane, a re-
turned American. He in turn sold
to a Mr. Smith, an English busi-
nessman, whp enlarged ‘‘the big
house” and is now conducting it
as “Newport House Hotel.”

The Newport Branch still
continues strong in the female
line. The first Baronet’s young-
est daughter, Maria, married
Dodwell Browne of [Rahines,
Castlebar, who is mentioned in
the Will. She died on 22nd Feb-
ruary, 1809, aged 36 years. There
is a wall-tablet to her memory
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in Newport Protestant Church
and a cenotaph, about 80 {feet
high, in what were formerly the
grounas of Rahine House—now
divided among the tenants. It
has inscriptions in three lan-
guages, Irish, French and- Eng-
lish. She left numerous progeny.
Prominent among them are
the Alexander family, who until
recently, resided at Imlick, Car-
rigans, Co. Donegal, of which
Hugh O'Donel-Alexander, Es(.,
of London, the English Chess
champion, is perhaps the best
known.

LARKFIELD BRANCH

When Sir Niall Garbh was
arrested in 1608 his brother Aodh
Buidhe was taken with him. The
latter was, however, released
the following year and received
a grant of land in Kilmacrennan
in 1610. He lived until 164Y and
was called ““O'Donnell” after the
dzath of Col. Manus, of Newport,
at the Battle of Benburb in 1646.

Aodh Buidhe’s son John, en-
tered the Spanish Service and
died in 1655. John's elder son,
Hugh, was the famous “Ball-
dearg” O'Donnell.

“Ralldearg” is, as the word
denotes, a red spot or blemish
sbout the size of a thumb-print,
found on the body. It is recognis-
ed as the hall-mark of a ‘“‘true”
or “real” O’Donnell. Some of the
older Donegal people do not re-
fer to the spot as ‘‘Balldearg”
but as “Balldearbhtha na nDal-
~ch” and translate it as the dis-
tinguishing or genuine mark of
the O'Donnells, i.e, only those
possessing it belong to the main
line of the Clan! While the ‘‘Ball-
dearg” is hereditary to the House
of Larkfield it is not uncommon

among certain Rosses families
to-dav.

Although Hugh Balldearg
was born in Ireland he went

into the Spanish Service at an
early age and was known abroad
ac the Earl of Tyrconnell. He be-
came testimentary heir to Huch
Albert, inherited the family
papers and passed them to the
Austrian Branch.

When the Williamite wars
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hroke out he desired to return
to Ireland but permission was
refused him as Ingland was then
the ally of Spain; and France,
who  supported James, her
enemy. The Balldearg therefore,
left Spain without licence, reach-
ed Cork four days after the
Boyne, met the fleeing James
at Kinsale and was recommend-
ed by him to Talbot, Lord Lieut-
enant and Commander-in-Chief,
who had taken the title “‘Duke of
Tyrconnell.” The Irish immed-
iately rallied to O’Donnell and
Talbot became alarmed. He did
his utmost to wundermine the
Balldearg’s position and treated
him scandalously throughout the
entire campaign. With the fail-
ure of the Jacobite cause O’Don-
nell found himself in the unen-
viahle position of being without
either a country or a fortune.
He was disgusted with the treat-
ment he had received since his
return to Ireland. He could not
go back to Spain as hewas a
deserter. He was a soldier of for-
tune and so threw in his lot with
the Williamites. Even this proved
disastrous as shortly afterwards
he was deprived of his cornmis-
sion because he would not take
the Test. He was fortunate
enough to procure a small pen-
sion and thereupon retracted his
steps to the Continent, After a
time he succeeded in overcoming
his difficulties in Spain and once
more re-entered her service. He
rose to the rank of Major-Gener-
al, dying without issue ecirca
1703/4.

John’s second son Connell,
who was James 11’s Lord Lieut-
enant of Donegal, was next con-
sidered ‘“O’Donnell” by the Irish.
He married his cousin Graee,

.daughter of Rory who settled in

Ballycroy.

Their son, Hugh, migrated
from Donegal, first to Mullagh-
bane, Co. Fermanagh, and thence

to Larkfield, near Manorhamil-
ton, in the County of Leitrim.
The latter remained the family

seat down to our times. Pocoke
met Hugh at the house of Colonel
Foliot, near Ballyshannon, on the
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26th July during his 1752 Tour.
He describes him as :(—

*. ... the head of the family
descended from the Earl of Tyr-
connell and that he has only
leases, yet he is the head of the
Roman Cathelicks in this country
and has a great interest, is a
sensible man, and well versed in

Irish History, both written and
traditional.”
Under the Penal Code then

in force no Catholic could hold
land outright and a lease was
limited to thirty-one years.

He first married Flora Ham-
ilton, of Cavan, and upon her
death, Margaret Montgomery,
of Derrygonnelly, Co. Ferman-
agh, whose father was a Captain
of Horse under William 111. It
is thought that he hoped by these
strong alliances with influential
ascendancy families to secure his
ienure of the Larkfield Estates.
He was idolised by the impover-

ished drish of County Leitrim
who, besides holding him as
“O'Donnell,” further respected

him as one of the very few Cath-
olics that succeeded in retaining
any property at that dark period
of our history.

Hugh was a friend and pat-
ron of Irish literati that included
Seamus Maguidhir, an t-Athair
Padraig O Coirnin and Feargal
{Padraig?) Og Mac an Bhaird.
He commissioned Maguidhir to
compile the Poem Book of the
O'Donnells, and thus saved for
posterity this wonderful collect-
ion of Irish verse. The task was
comnleted in 1727 and he hand-
somely rewarded the scribe for
his work. The manuscript is now
in the National Library. Dublin.
In a poem addressed to Hugh by
an t-Athair Padraie he is called

‘“the alumnus of heroes” the
renerous son of Connell, who
hoarded not his wealth, grand-

son of John. great-grandson of
*he bountiful Huegh. who was son
of Con, who hoarded not his
plunders (!) the wide-spreading
n~k. which sheltered the poets
and the feeble.,” Toirdhalbhach
O Cearbhallain, the last of the
Bards, was a frequent visitor to
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Larksfield at this period, as
were the harpers, Arthur and
Hugh O’Neill in later years. The
place was a shelter for priests
during the Penal Days. Fr. Pat-
rick Ward, Parish Priest of
Drumlease, frequently took re-
fuge and celebrated Mass there
as often as possible in the cir-
cumstances. Hugh died on 28th
November, 1754, aged 63 years,
and is buried in the Franciscan
Abbey of Creevelea, Dromahair,
on the borders of Sligo. His mon-
ument is known locally as ‘‘the
Earl’s tombstone.”

His sons, Connell and John,
by his first wife, went into the
Austrian Service. Both were
created Counts. Connell became
a Field-Marshal, Governor. of
T:ansylvania and was awarded
the Knight Grand Cross of the
Order of Maria Theresa, while
John rose to the rank of General.
Upon ttheir father's death the
Laraifield property passed to
Con, a child of the second mar-
riage. He too was called “O’Don-
nell.” He married Mary, the
sister of Sir Neal O’'Donnell (lst.
Bart.) of Newport and his will
was proved in 1774.

Their eldest son, Hugh, set-
tled at Greyfield, Co. Roscom-
mon. He was grandfather of Rev.
Constantine 0'Donnell, Vicar of
Allenheads, Northumberland.
This Greyfield branch has Com-
pletely died out—khe property
being bequeathed to their Lark-
field cousins.

Returning now to Hugh of
Greyfield’s brother, Con, who
inherited Larkfield—he married
Mary O'Conor, of Ballanagare,
(sister of The O'Conor Don) in
1795. He strongly resented the
restoration of The Cathach to the
Newport family, claiming that
the Chieftainship had been in-
herited by the Larkfield Branch
and. consequently. they were the.
heads of the O’Donnells. His
leases must have been far from
secure as the landlord +urned
him out and handed the place
over to his son, John—the only
bhov of the family that married.
Hugh then went to live at Bally-
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shannon where his aunt, Alicia,
his mother’s sister, was married
lo Dr. Shiel, of Shiel Hospital
fame. He died on 28th August,
1825, and is interred at Creevlea
Abhey.

John, who was given the
Larkfield lands, was born in 1801
and became a Justice of the
Peace. It is told that on one
oceasion Lord Leitrim, who was
landlord of most of the town of
Manorhamilton had, for some
reason or other, locked the gates
of €. Clare’s Church in that
town, and taken the key away
with him fo Donegal. When John
heard this he saddled his horse,
stuck a pistol in his belt and
set out in pursuit. He overtook
the noble Lord at Glenade and
made him deliver up the key, so
that Mass was celebrated as
usual next morning (a Sunday).
He died on 1st August, 1874 and
was brought to Creevlea.

He left two sons, Hugh, who
inherited the Greyfield Estate,
dying unmarried in 1887, and
John Jr., who was born in 1862.
The latter was High Sheriff and
Deputy Lieutenant of Leitrim, a

member of its first County
Council and a popular local
magistrate. He died on 15th

April, 1932, and was laid to rest
in the family plot at Drumahair.

He had one son, alsp John,
born 1894, educated at the Holy
Ghost College, Blackrock, and
on the Continent.

In 1942 the last Ulster King
of Arms, who held his appoint-
ment under Letters Patent from
the King of England, died. There
could be no successor. The office
was therefore reconstituted, re-
named the Genealogical Office,
laid to the National Library and
that distinguished scholar Dr.
MacLysaght appointed  Chief
Herald. One of his first tasks
was to sift the pedigrees of the
Irish Chieftains with a view to
ascertaining what had survived.
From time-to-time the names of
those entitled to the title “Chief-
tain of their Clan™ were publish-
ed. On 12th September, 1945, the
following official announcement
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was made (—
“O’Domhnaill Clann Dal-
aigh-O’Donell of Tyrconnell-

John O’Donel, 37, Seapoint Aven-
ue, Monkstown, Dublin.”

This is the John referred to
cbove. The Young Ireland Book
Fair was on at the Mansion
House, Dublin, at this time and
Dr. MacLysaght had a very inter-
esting pedigree of the O’Don-
nells prepared in colour and ex-
hibited at it. This pedigree now
hangs in the Heraldic Museum,
Dublin Castle.

O’Domhnaill married Eileen,
daughter of Alfred Riedlinger, of
Plymouth and I am glad to say
that they have a son, Aodh, born
1940, who, if we acept the bardic
traditions of the old schools, is
the 94th lineal descendant of
Mil=sius of Spain that planned
the invasion of TIreland 3,600
years ago!

Both the Greyfield and Lark-
field properties have been ac-
muired and divided by the Land
Commission. Eamonn 0’Tuath-
aill writing in Vol. 111, part 1,
of Eigse, 1941, says

“The O'Donnells no longer
possess Larkfield. A few Yyears
aso the propertv was purchased
bv the Land Commission and
divided into farms. The house at
Larkfield was razed to the
ground, and on its site has been
built a house smaller and more
spitable to the needs of the
farmer who now occupies this
portion of the Larkfield estate.”

CASTLEBAR BRANCH

Once more returning to the
17th century, we find that Con
Og, brother of Sir Niall Garbh,
was slain at Donegal in 1601.
His son, Colonel Manus, fought
with Owen Roe O’Neill and
might have lived till  1675.
Manus’s son, Calvagh Ruadh,
was a Colonel in the army of
James 11. He is reputed to have
been the first O’Donnell to have
settled in Mayo. His son, Aodh,
married the daughter of Tirlough
O’Neill, who had been trans-
planted from Armagh to Old-
castle, Co. Mayo. Their son, Cal-
vagh Dubh, lived, first at Old-
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castle, and later at Aught
Murrisk, on the South shourﬁz gi
Clew_ Bay. This Calvagh Dubh
married Mary O’Donntll of the
Nowport Line and had three very
famous sons.

The first was Manus of Bur-

rishoole, Co. Mayo, and the
pthgrs were Joseph, who settled
in Spain and Henry that went

to Austria. Manus’s son, Joseph,
born circa 1751, joined his uncle
in Spain, entered the - Spanish
Service, attained the rank of
Captain, became involved in a
duel and was obliged to return
to Ireland in 1776. He then mar-
ried and in 1871 went to his
brother, Hugh, in the West
Indies, where he died shonftly
aflerwards. Hugh had been at
Vera iCruz for some time and
was still alive in 1798. Another
brother, Charles, born 1760, went
lo Austria, rose to the rank of
Major-General and was created
a Count. He died intestate on
16th October, 1805, and his nep-
hew, Joseph, son of the Joseph
that had been in Spain and died
at Vera Cruz, became heir under
German law to the title and
estates. This younger Joseph was
born in 1780 and at the age of 23

set out to join the Count and
Major-General in Vienna. He
was detained at Hamburg and

after a time shipped back to
England with other British sub-
jects. The experience appeérs to
have turned him against the
Germans for, although a lawyer
by profession with a lucrative
practice at Castlebar, he took no
steps to establish his claim to his
uncle’s title and estate. He died
in 1834 and is buried at Strade
Abbey. His son, Charles Joseph,
was a well-known -barrister and
Dublin Metropolitan Magistrate
living in Leeson Street. He sup-
plied Dr. O'Donovan with “‘im-
portant and original informa-
tion” for the Appendix to the
Four Masters. He died in 1901,
leaving three daughters and one
son, Manus, born 1871. The last
named was a Captain in the
Royal Engineers and unmarried
in 1911.

ra

It will be observed that the
name ‘“Niall” has never beéen
used by the Castlebar Branch.
This is a tradition and mark of
aisapproval of the conduct of Sir
Niall Garbh (d. 1625).

SPANISH BRANCH

The O’Donnells of Spain,
while ordinarily following the
traditional profession of arms,

found themselves swept along by
the tide of politics and were de-
stined to play a leading part in
the affairs of the country of
their adoption.

Joseph, of Mayo, born 1722,
the founder of the Branch, was
Colonel of the Regiment of
Ultonia and eventually rose to
Lieut. - General. His son, Enri-
que, born 1776, held a similar
rank. He was created Count
Abisbal and was Regent of Spain
in 1812. He died at Montpellier,
France, in 1833. His only son,
Captain Leopoldo, 2nd. Count
Abishal, was taken prisoner at
Alsuzua and shot in cold blood
the next day. The title is, there-
fore, extinet. The first Count’s
brother, Don Carlos, was Cap-
tain General of Old Castile and
Director General of Artillery
during the Peninsula War, dying
at Madrid, in 1830. His son, Leo-
poldo, was the outstanding figure
in Spain in his time and he has
been rated as one of the Sreatest
of his race. He served in @he
army from an early age, winning
rapid promotion. He was glven
the title Count de Lucena and
the high post of Captain General
of Cuba for his services in the
Carlist war. He amassed an
immense fortune while abroad,
returned home, rose to the rgnk
of Field-Marshal, became Prime
Minister a n d conducted the
brilliant campaign against the
Moors that won Morocco f.qr his
country. This military victory
made him tremendously popular.
He was created Duke of Tetuan

and it is said that he was pre-
sented with an artistic gold
crown worth 5,000 piastres, by

the Province of Allocante in
acknowledgement of his political
and military skill. He died with-
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cJi issie 1n 1837 and the title
went to his nephew, Carlos, Mar-
guis of Altamira, who was born
1n 1s34.

The sccond Duke filled many
offices, among them being Min-
ister of Foreign Affairs and
Amrlbessacdor at Vienna., He kept
up a close association with this
country, corresponding with the
Larkfield C’Donnells. He sznt
the following lelegram on the
occasion of the Cozantenary Cel:-
br_tions of the birth of St. Col-
umibkille, held at Garton, on 9th
Tune, 1897 -

“To th2 Lord Bishop O’Don-
nell, Letterkenny.

As an O’Donnell, I beg your
Loxdship to convey to all those
essembled to-day at Letterkenny
the expression of my heartful
symeathy on this the 13th. Cent-

enary of your Patron Saint”.
Martin Brennan writing of
the Irish Brigades in ‘“Anti-

quities in 1859, says that :—

‘‘their descendants in Austria,
France and Spain are this very
day men- of renown. Their
Milesian names are plainly
discernible in the modern arm-
ies they, according to our agsz,
have assumed; yet there is One
noble exception as to  the
change of names—and that is
“The 0’Donnell” of Spain, who
not onlv retains his Irish name
but speaks the Irish language
and has his children taught
it.l’

The second Duke died in
1903 and the title passed to his
son, Juan, (3rd. Duke) a Lieut.
General of Cavalry. He too held
many important posts. He was a
close friend of Primo de Rivera
and was Minister for War in his
Cabinet. He had no knowledge
of English and despite the handi-
cap presided over the stormy
Irish Race Convention that was
held in Paris in January, 1921
He publicly stated on that occas-
ion that his grandfather spoke
Irish to the members of his own
family in their home in Spain. A
delegate who attended the Con-
vention described the Duke as of
portly figure, smoking an inter-
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minable chain of cigars whe
when he left the champer begged
permission with many géestures.
He dizd in 1928 leaving only one
son, Juan, the 4th Duke, born
1898, He died unmarried in 1932,

Upon his death Blanca, his
surviving sister, became Duchess
of Tetuan. Although married she
still retains the name “O’Don-
nell.” She is the Head of the
Familv in Spain while her hus-
band is given thz courtesy title
Duke of Tetuan /5th Duke). Boih
hive been distinguished guests
at receptions given by His Ex-
cellency, Leo T. McCauley, Irish
Ambassador at Madrid.

AUS)RIAN BRANCH

This illustrious Branch owes
its origin to Major-General
Henry Count O'Donnell, born
Mavo, 1729. He rose to great
eminence in the Austrian Ser-
vice and married a royal prin-
cosz. His deoscendants continue to
render distinguished service to
their new country. His great-
grandson, Colonel Maximillian
Charles Count O’Donnell von
Tvrconnell, Imperial Aide-de-
camp and Chamberlain. posses-
cor of the Military Cross of
Merit and Knight Commander
of several foreign orders, saved
the Emperor Francis Joseph 1
from assassination in February,
1853. For this he was rewarded
with a special Patent of nobility
and he and his male and female
heirs were granted the unique
nonour of quartering the TIm-
perial Arms of the Royal House

nf Austria with their own. The
citation on the occasion epito-
mizes t h e splendid services
rendered to Austria by the
ODonnells. After adverting to
the death of Aodh Ruadh and
the Flight of Earl Rory it con-

tinues — )
“Since that period their de-
scendants have devoted them-
selves to the service of the
monarchs of the Spanish line of
our mo st serene Archducal
House in the kingdom of. Spain,
and in later times. in the
beginning of the past century, to
that of our most seréne predeces~
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sors in the imperial government.
buring tnzir slay in the land of
Spain, as well as in that of
Austria, tney ever enjoyed the
consideration and respect due to
the rank of Counf and to their
original nobility. It is to us a
grateful and pleasing thing to
bring to mind the banished (but
wiih honour and dignity expat-
riated) forefathers, and rela-
tives of our beloved loyal Maxi-
milian Charles Count (’Donnell,
here mentioned, whose virtues
and deeds for the greatest wel-
fare of our most serene House
and the highest interests of the
state, shine with such peculiar and
distinguished lustre. Charles (i.e.
Connell Count O’Donnell general
of cavalry, and colonel propriet-
or of his regiment, distinguished
himself at the battle of Torgau,
November, 3rd, 1760, when
appointed successor in command
to Field Marshal Count Duan,
and performed the important
service of repelling the advance
of the enemy on Dresden—for
which ahcievment it was unani-
mously resolved by the Chapter
of the Order of Maria Theresa,
that although he was not a
knight thereof, he should be in-
vested with the grand cross of
the Order, which honour was

conferred upon him, December
21st,. 1761. John Count O’Don-
nell, field-marshal, lieutenant

and knight of the order of Maria
Theresa, distinguished himself
at the battle of Leuthen, Decem-
ber 5th, 1757 and at Maxen,
November 20th. 1759. Henry
Count O’Donnell commanded as
major the 49th regiment of in-
fantry, and volunteered to lead
in person the storming of the
principal gate of the fortress of
Schweidnitz, September 30th,
1761, by which the same was
taken; and for which achieve-
ment, by a resolution of the
chapter, April 30th.,, 1762, the
knight cross of the order of
Maria Theresa was conferred
upon him. In due graduation he
attained the rank of Major-Gen-
eral. Francis Joseph  'Count
O'Donnell was president of the
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chief council, and the ministerial
paik commiutes, and also of the
board of finance and commerce,
ana  was decorated with the
grand cross of the order of St.
St.phen. John Count (’Donnell
was one of the first to offer him-
self as a volunteer for the cam-
paign of 1809, and as such head-
ed a corps with the greaest de-
votion and courage. Hugh Count
O’Donneil. as major, was killed
at Neerwinder; Charles Couat
O’'Donnell, also a major, was kill-
ed at the storming of the bridge of
Kehl; Charles Count O’Donnell
a major-general, was Kkilled in
the battle of Aspern. Maurice
Count O'Donnell distinguished
himself as a commander of a
baitalion in the defence of the
bridga of Ebersburg, in 1814, and
afterwards attained the rank of
Field-marshal lieutenant. Our
well-beloved, trusty Maximillian
Charles O’Donnell, son of the
above-named Maurice, a n d
grandson of Francis Joseph
Count O'Donnell, w a s born
October 29th, 1812, and entered
our service in the year 1830, and
in regular granduation was pro-
moted to his present rank. In
1848 he served in the campaign
of Italy, and in 1849, in that of
Hungary; and on every occasion
was distinguished for his valour.
Already did WE, as a mark of
our confidence in his zeal and
abilities, appoint him as aide-de-
camp to our person. At all times
he has fulfilled the high expecta-
tions we formed of him; and
most fully was this exemplified
when, at the risk of being per-
sonally sacrificed, he warded off
our imperial person the murder-
ous attack of the 18th February,
in the present year, whereby he
rendered to ourselves, to our
royal house, and to our realm, a
n-ver to be forgotten service.
We rewarded him by investing
him with the cross of our Order
of St. Leopold. But that he may
enjoy an enduring and conspic-
uous mark of our just acknow-
ledgement, which can be trans-
mitted to his posterity, we grant
him further all the rights and
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privileges of an Austrian Count;
-nd as a further proof of our
imperial and royal grace and
iavour, we augment henceforith
his hereditary and family arms,
fry thz insertion of our own
initials and shield of our most
serene ducal house of Austria;
and finally, the double-headed
cagle of our empire, to be and
endure as a visible and imper-
ishaeble memorial of his proved
and devoted services.”

Count Maximillian did not
leave a son and the line is con-
#'nued through his brother,
Count Moritz John, born 1815,
died .1890. He had two sons,
Heinrich Karl Joseph, 5th Count,
born 1845 and Count Hugo born
'70. The former married in 1871
and had a daughter ard a son,
Rory, 6th Count von Tvreonnell
He married in 1905 and ha=s » =on,
Heinrich. born 190R8. Count Hueo
married in 1886 and died in 1904
l~aving two somns Douglas, born
1890. ard Maximillian. horn 1892
a4 *wo daughters. Both bhoys
w-re unmarried in 1914.

RAMELTON BRANCH

Once again we must go back
to the line of Hugh Dubh Og,
Chicf of Tyrconnell in 1537. In
acdit.on to Manus, the common
ancestor of all present-day
branches of the O'Donnells, there
was another son, Aodh Dubh, of
Ramelton. He was a very famous
person that has been described
as “‘Glun deireanach gaiscidh
Gael” or “The Achilles of the
Irish Race.” He lived to an
advanced age. His great-grand-
son, Brigadier Daniel O’Donnell,
fought with the Jacobites and
went to France with the Irish
Brigades, He commanded the
Regiment of O’Donnell from
1708 to 1715 and distinguished
himself in the field.

When he left Ireland he took
with him that sacred heirloom,
the Cathach. How it came into
=sssession of a junior branch of
the family cannot now be ex-
plained. After having the shrine
repaired in 1723 he deposited the
relic in a Belgian monastery. He
died without issue in 1735, be-
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queathing the Batile Book to
whosoever should prove himsslf
13 bz the head of the O’Donnells.
For almost a century the Cathach
lay unclaimed untii discovered
by Dr. Prendergast. the last
Abbot of Cong, while pursuing
his studies abroad. Upon his re-
turn to Ireland he told the news
to Sir Neal O’Dennell, 2nd Bart.
of Newport. who recovered it as
aready stated. The parchments
have found a last resting place
in the Library of the Royal Irish
Academy, Dublin. while the
hzautiful ceskets are displayed
in a place of horour in the main
hall of our National Museum.

MUNSIER O’'DONNELLS

Torlach an Fhiona, King of
Tyreonnell, who died in 1422,
had a younger son, Sean a Loirg,
who settled in Tipperary. He is
the reputed ancestor of the
Munster C'Donnells, but I have
sezn no p-digrece that establishes
an unbroken connection with
him.

THE LINE OF DONNCHADH
- SCAITE

When dealing with Sir Hugh
O'Donnell, father of Aodh Ruadh,
I mentioned that he married
iwice. His first 1ady was an Irish
weman. Unfortunately we do
not know her name but the
Annals record the death of two
of her sons, viz. Rory, killed at
Donegal, 1575 and Domhnall
slain at the Battle of Doire-
I eathan, in 1590. In the Calendar
of State Papers, under date
TJanuary. 1592, there is a refer-
ence to a surviving boy. He is
stated tn be ‘“strong in the
opinion of the country because
he is the eldest son and by an
Irishwoman.” Neither his nor his
mother’s name is given but the
fact is established that at . the
time of Aodh Ruadh’s escape
from Dublin Castle he had a
half-hrother alive.

There is a widespread {tra-
dition in Donegal that Aodh
Ruadh’s father ~was married
twice and that his first wife was
an Irish woman. Their eldest son
is said to have been Donnchadh.
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The Ineen Dubh was jealous of
him as he stood in the way of
her. children for the Chieftain-
ship. One day she disabled his
sword arm. Being now marred
by blemish he was no longer
eligible for the Office. His father
thereupon assigned him to the
North-West of his territory to
collect the tribute and he hence-
forth became known as ‘“‘Donn-
chadh Scaite.” He was given the
sixteen quarters of the Rosses,
where he settled and his descend-
ants are numerous in that area
to-day. Who his wife was or how
many children he had we do not
know. In fact no person is now
able o trace his pedigree back in
unbroken suggestion to him.
Somg information has, however,
survived.

In Donnchadh Scaite’s time
practically all rents, tributes,
fines, etc., were paid in beasts.
Each clan had its stockman. The
head man for that part of Done-
gal was Tadhg O'Tiomanaidhe.
He is said tp have married Don-
nchadh’s daughter (name un-
kpown) and taken her out with
him to his district of Glenfing.
The names of their children,
gra_mdchildren and great-grand--
children have been lost, but a
son of the fourth generation was
a well-known early eighteenth
century poet. This was ‘“Tadgh
an File.” otherwise ‘“Tadgh na
mBan,” who married Grainne
Fhanad. Their daughter, Grainne
Ruadh, Married Toirdealbhach
Dall MacDaeid and had a son
Colum. He married Peigi Bheag
Ni Ghallachabhair and their
daughter, Meadhbh, married Liam
Mac Ailin, a Rosses man. These
had a daughter, Maire, who
married Peadar Mac Meanman
and they became the parents of
Sean Ban MadMeanman the not-
ed Gaelic scholar and author of
Kingarrow and Glenties. -

Mr. James F. O’Donnell,
‘more  popularly known as
“Jimmy Frank”) of Burtonport
and father of Pa O'Donnell, Esq.,
T.D., solicitor, alsp claims
descent from Donnchadh Scaite.
Jimmy’s  grandfather, Owen
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Beag, visited the Timoneys of
Min an Fhir Ruaidh, Glenfinn,
and was told by the great-grand-
father of a member of that
family that was alive in 1917,
that he was ‘“laruaibh Dhonn-
chaidh Scaite.”
INIS SAILLE O’'DONNELLS

When Sir Cahir O’Doherty
came out in rebellion in 1608 he
was supported by Sean MacMan-
us Og 0'Donnell, grandson of the
21st. Chieftain. He lived at Dun
Buidhe on Lough Swilly. He also
had a castle in Tory. He took
command of the Irish armies
after the death of Sir Cahir and
was forced to retreat into the
North part of the county. Here
the position worsened and he
retired to his island fortress. The
English effected a landing on
Tory and the castle fell by
treachery. In the account given
in the State Papers we learn that
Sean’s two children, a boy aged
10 and a girl of 11, were found
in the place but he had escaped
by sea. He was pursued into
Arranmore where his boat was
found abandoned in the sands,
but he himself was nowhere to
be seen.

Sean MacManus Og was at
this time the principal represent-
ative of his race left in Donczal
The Government feared that giv-
en the opportunity he would have
himself inaugurated as
“O'Domhnaill” and were deter-
mined to get rid of him at all
costs. The last written record we
have of him is in a letter to the
Lord Deputy describing the fall
of Torv. the pursuit to Arran-
more and his escape. It con-
cludes with the pious hope that
if the traitor remained in those
parts Dublin Castle would suc_l-
denly hear of the loss of his
head. But Sean did remain in
those parts and, what is more,
he kept his head! He settled on
Tnis Saille and his line to-dav is
known as “Na Dalaigh Chearta.”

The status of the Inis Saille
O'Donnells has always been
acknowledged as a special one.
William Harkin refers to it in
his “Scenerv and Antiquities of
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North West Donegal” and I have
adverted 1o it in my ‘‘Manus ’a
Pnice’ article published in the
149 issuc of the Society’s Jour-
nal, Conon Maguire tells us in
his ‘"History of the Diocese of
Raphoe” that when he visited
Templecrone (nineties of last
century) he met one of the
family who boasted of his direct
descent from Sean MacManus Og
and could trace his pedigree
back to Torlach an Fhiona (died
1422). He told the Rev. historian
that the eldest son in each gen-
eration had always been Christ-
en-d “Sean” in honour of their
illustrious ancestor.

Tradition says that the first
O'Donnell to settle on the island
was Sean Ruadh, who came In
by sea from “the braes of Derry”
in the time of “Cogadh na hEir-
eann.” This was Sean MacManus
Og. It is unlikely that he ever
saw his children that were
captured in Tory again. What
happened them we know not. He
was either re-joined by his wife
or married again because fradi-
tion speaks of his sons, Sean
Dearg and Aodh MacSheain
Ruaidh. Much folklore has grown
up around the family. .

Here now is the full list of
“‘Seans” of Inis Saille :—

S3an Ruadh [Sean MacManus
Og). whose eldest son was

Sean Dearg, whose eldest son
was
Q-ar Garbh. whose eldest son
was
Sean Giortach, whose eldest son
was

Sean Leathan, whose eldest son
wis

S-an Beas. whose eldest son wias
Sean Mor. whose eldest son was
Soan Beagaide (whom Canon
Maguire met), whose eldest son
was Johnny Sheainin. who went
to America and whose Only son
was Sean (D.S.P.).

The line is therefore con-
timued through Johnny's brother.
Donnchadh. born 1858 and still
with us' His eldest son is Ser-
geant Sean O'Domhnaill. Garda
Biochana, Cliffoney. Co. Sligo.
Now comes & tragedy. The Ser-

geant’s eldest boy was born in
March, 1931, and was Christened
Padraig atfier our National
Apostle. And so a glorious tradi-
tion thai goes bacx through ten
generations for more than 300
vears has been broken! The
name Sean has, however, been
preserved in the family and it
might be mentioned that another
of the children possesses the
RBalldearg.

GLASSAGH O'DONNELLS

Lastly we come to this
mysterious Branch that was so
prominent in Glenfinn up to the
middle of last century. I have
already described them in con-
nection with ‘“‘Manus a Phice.”
There have been so many con-
flicting statements concerning
their origin that I leave it an
nren matter. There appears {o be
no doubt that they were closely
connected with the main line of
the Clan.

O’DONNELL ARMS

The ancient armorial bear-
ings of the O’Donnells are :(— Or
issuing from sinister side of
shield an arm dexter, slieved
azure and cuffed argent, grasp-
ing a passion cross gules. Time
has, of course, brought ‘‘differ-
ences” in the arrangement.

The origin of the cross is
that St. Patrick upon meeting
Conall Cremhthainn, an elder
son of King Niall, impressed &
eross upon his shield with his
staff (Bachall 1Isa) promising
and predicting that such of his
raece as would carry that sign on
their standard should never be
overcome in, battle. The family
wofttn is, of course, “in hoc signo
vinces.”

CLAN OFFICERS
O'Donnells, Chieftains.
MacRoartys, Custodians of the
Cathach.

MacSweeneys, Chiefs of gallog-
lasses., Marshals and Standard-
b:arers.

O’'Breslins, Brehons.

0’Clerys, Scribes and Historians.
ODunlevys, Physicians.
O’Friels. Inaugurators
Chieftain.

of the
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O’Gallaghers,
Cavalry.
(’Timoneys, Stockmen.

Wards. Bards.

TRADITIONAL GCHARACTER-
ISTICS OF A “FIOR DALACH.”
Eadan Fairsing,

Cloigeann Clarach,

B A NPT ¥

Commanders of

Cut maith sinn,

Zuile Dubha,

Sioxn leathan (ng iolarach),
Guailleacha direacha,
Gedaga beaga,

Moz tasach,

Tallanach teith le na
muinnteara.

ndaoine

by

Willie Reilly and His Colleen Bawn’

WILLY REILLY : THE BALLAD AND THE SOURCE
BY MARCUS MACENERY.

Oq/z R. Colm O Lochlainn in
compilation of Irish

his Introduction to his
Sireet Ballads, first published in
1939. revised and reprinted, 1946,
pointed out that many of the bal-
lads would prove to have a his-
torical value. He went on to say,
however, that “they soon became
mart of the lore of the country-
side. Thev were altered and re-
sung in the more intimate circle
by the fireside or in the ale
house.” 'To the historian this
cheerful comment is anything
but re-assuring. The knowledge
that any original narrative po:m
has been subiected to folk or
other variations augurs nothing
but trouble. not 1o say discour-
agement, for the historian, more
especially if he cannot trace the
succession of variae lectiones
which lead back to the original.
Still more objectionable are the
efforts of ‘“literary” hands to
“imorove” or edit the artless dic-
tion or supposedly unintelligible
narrative of the anonymous
author.

Throughout the ages his-
torical fact has suffered queer
changes when exposed to the
metabolism of folklore but, in all
its metamorphoses and anach-
ronisms. the timeless folk mind
invariably retained something
of the essence of the fact. What-
ever remnants of organic folk
imagination still remain have for
the last hundred years tended to
be overlaid by a far more insid-
ious process of invention. The
“Ifterary” romance, the “edify-
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ing” article, the ‘‘patriotic” re-
consiruction do violence to his-
tory and folklore alike. Folklore
absorbs and transmutes the new
tiction as commplacently as it did
tne old fact and the resultant
mixiure presents the historian
w.th a farrago still more impos-
sible to resolve.

These observations may
be illustrated by an analysis of
tome of the folrslore, ficlion and
fact behind the currently accept-
«d version of the story of “Willy
Reilly and his Colleen Bawn.”

The last ballad in Mr.
0O Lochlainn’s colleclion is en-
titled Erin’s Lovely Home, It tells
of a young man, the servant of «
gentleman. who was apparently
the iproprietor of the wplace so
ambiguously described as “Erin’s
lovely home.” Te served this
gentleman in all honesty until,
in the garden of the mansion,
“al! in the month of June” he
was persuaded by his employer's
daughter to elop: with her to
Belfast, where she gave him
500 preparatory to their getting
their passage overseas.

Now te my great misfortune,
I mean to let you hear,
It wos in three days after that
her father did appear, |
He brought me back to Omagh
Jail, in the County of Tyrone
From that I was transported
From Erin’s lovely home.
His true love comes to comfort
him as he sets out to serve his
seven years' sentence and says :
Cheer up my dearest Willie,
for you I'll not disown,



JOURNAL OF THE COUNTY DONEGAL HISTORICAL SOCIETY

Un'il you do return again to
Erin’s lovely home,
wir., O Lochlainn's wver-
sion of Tne Manue So Green (No.
1) is based on the common theme
of a aamsel courted by a strang-
er who begs her 1p be his, as her
own true love is dead or disloyal,
and, on proving her faith, re-
veals that he himself is the lad
whose absence she bewails. The
heraldic symbolism is rather
late : the heroine has the name
of her lover embroidered in
letters of gold on her “mantle so
green.” The new suitor reads the
name :
Young William O’Reilly
appeared to my view,
He was my chief comrade in
famed Waterloo . . . .
We fought for three days till
the fourth afternoon,

He received his death sum-
mons on the 16th of June.
The stranger has, somehow, got
possession of the love token worn
by the dead man, a gold ring,
and on sight of this she grows
pale, with a heart full of woe,
until he reveals his indentity :

Oh! Nancy, dear Nancy, ’tis
I won your heart
In your father’s garden that
day we did part.
My traditional version abstains
from the happy ending. When
the lady hears that William is
dead she says :
If that be the case then I won’t
ke afraid
Ill go to the field where my
true love is laid;
And there as a maiden that
is constant and true,
I'll search for my dead love
in famed Waterloo.
Ballad 55 in Mr. O Lochlainn’s
collection has
There’s a place in my father’s
garden, lovely Willie, said
she,
Where lords, dukes and earls
they wait upon me,
But when they are sleeping
in their long silent rest
I”ll go with you, lovely
\g;ﬂ:ie, you're the boy I love
st.
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This lovely Willie is, however,
slain at once by the lady’s father
who had overkeard her proposal.
In Ballad 94 the lady re-
jects the strange suitor’s bland-
ishments —
Now kind sir, since I must
tell you,
I am promised these five
years and more,
1o one O’Reilly from the
County Leitrim,
Which often grieves my poor
heart full sore.

The common features of
the foregoing documentation pre-
sent the story of a gentleman’s
daughter (Nancy), who loves a
young man named William or
Willie O’Reilly, probably a native
of County Leitrim, who is engag-
ed as a gardener or in some other
menial post in ‘her father's
household. She persuades him to
run away with her and gives him
a large sum of money. Her father
pursues and captures them and
has the young man tried and
transported. Whatever the de-
tails of his Odyssey abroad, his
Penelope remains faithful at
home until he returns and is
identified on producing the ring
which he had had from her as a
love token. Alternatively he dies
abroad (Waterloo).

11

illiam Carleton, in his

/ Edition of his novel
Preface to the 1st

“Willy Reilly,” says that
he found the ballad on which his
slory was based ‘‘in a state of
wretched disorder” and that the
stanzas as published in that Pre-
f2cz had been re-arranged by
him to remedy ‘‘the confusion to
which unprinted poetry, sung by
an uneducated people, is liable.”
This was written in 1855, but
Carleton’s version of the ballad
had already appeared in Gavan
Duffy’s Ballad Poetry of Ireland
in 1845 and may now be found in
any edition of “Willy Reilly” as
well as in a number of popular
anthologies.  Carleton implies
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that his sources were entirely
oral and I was long of opinion
that other, older, and possibly
more reliable, versions had all
p:rished in the popularity of the
novelist’s réndering. Some time
ago, however, I found in RIA 12
B 18, Irish Song Book, Vol. 6, a
print of the ballad of Willy
Reilly made in Dundalk in 1820.
If Carleton had to re-arrange

the oral version considerably
it is a strange coincidence that
his arrangement approximated

verv closcly to the wording and

order of verses in the 1820 wver-

sion. It is alsp a coincidence that

Carleton in his youthful wander-

ings spent some time in the Dun-

dalk area. The two wversions dif-
fer, however, in some important
aetalls, viz.

1820 : When ihe lady was res-
cued O'Reilly had no bail
And for the said offence he was

sent to iSligo jail.

Carleton : IVs home then she
was taken and in her closet
bound

Poor Reilly all in Sligo jail lay
on the stony ground.

1820 : Gentlemen of the Jury
with pity look on me

This inferior came among us to
disgrace my family.

Carleton : “Oh ! Gentlemen,”
Squire Foillard said, ‘“with
pity look on me,

This villain came amongst us to
disgrace our family.”

Carleton has the following for

which 1820 has no corresponding

lines.

Now Willy’s drest from top
te toe all in a suit of green

His hair hangs o’er his
shoulders, most glorious to
be seen;

He's tail and straight and
comely, as any could be found

He's fit for Foillard’s daugh-
ter was she heiress tp a
crown.

Thus Carleton’s Reilly
differs from the earlier hero in
that he is not a man who ‘‘had
no bail”; he may be rhetorically
described as a ‘‘villain,” but he
must not be called an “inferior”;
and in appearance, dress, eic,
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he is *‘fit for Foillard’s daugh-
ter.” All this is in harmony with
the character of the gentlemanly
Reilly porirayed in Carleton’s
novel, but it does violence to the
pedsant origin of the hero of the
ballad.

The scene of Carleton’s
tale is laid near Boyle, *‘Corbe
Castle,” being a fictitious alias
for the Folliott family home at
Hollybrook, County Sligo, about
five miles from Boyle. There is
no record that Carleton ever
v.siled Holybrook or its neigh-
bourhood and his fanciful de-
scriptions of the district show
tnat he was (uite unfamiliar
with it

Carleton says thal the
events on which the mnovel is
based took place about 1745.
Priest-hunting and penal laws
are rempant in the area and so
are “rapparees,” whereas in faci
there 1s little or no evidence of
active religious  persecution at
that time in the area in queéstion
where there is a well authenticat-

ed record of regular Catholic
ministration.
The heroine, ‘Helen

Folliard.” is called the ‘‘Cooleen
Bawn.” ‘“‘Cooleen” Carleton al-
tempts to explain (Chap. 1V) in
a passage where he is obviously
confusing the spelling and the
meanings of (wo words which
we would now wrile Cailin and
Cuilfhionn. (The 1820 ballad, by
the way, refers to the lady as
Reilly’s “mornesn bawn.”)

In Carleton’s book
Reilly’s love affair with “Helen”
is thwarted by the ignorant big-
otry of her father and the rascal-
ity of one ‘“Whitecraft” who
plans to marry her. Reilly has to
flee from the plots of Whitecraft
and his confederates but returns
to Squire Folliard’s in  disguise
and obtains employment- as a
gardener. His identity is suspect-
ed on account of his beautiful
white hands, the hands of a
gentleman—the gentlemanliness
of Reilly is underlined through-
out the book. The couple elope,
but are captured and Reilly
is charged with the theft of
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Helen’s jewels -~ {which she had
given him for safe keeping) and
also with abduction. He is found
guilty on the latter charge and
sentenced .to seven yeats’ t{rans-
portation. Helen becomes insane
but recovers on Reilly’s ~teturn
when he shows her the ring she
-had given him at his trial, that
‘he might think on her poor brok-
en heart when in a foreign land.
The aged parent now waives all
objections to their union; they
get married and leave for France
where they live happily ever
after.
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obert Follioit of Holly-
(Qbrpok died in 1746 leav-
ing issue one daughter

Mary, wife of John Harlow, of
R2thn ullen [“'Seon Harlo” of
Carolan's poem of that {title).
Raodert’s estates passed tp  his
cousin, General John Folliott,
overnor of Ross Caslle, who
dird ‘apparently unmarried and
without male issue) at 20 Moles-
worth St., Dublin, in 1762. He
was succeeded by his cousin, Lt.
Gen. John Folliott, Gov:rnor of
Kinsale and of the Royal Hospit-
2l, Kilmainham, who died 1765,
having had issue Francis, John,
Mary, Lelitia, Henry and Peter,
Of the two daughters, Mary is
rot recorded (Burke, Landed
enfry, 1899, “ffolliott”) as hav-
ing been married but if she was
alive when her father succeeded
to Holybrook in 1762 she must
have been middle-aged. The eld-
est son, Francis. was disinherit-
ed for marrying a beautiful
young girl named Barbara Allen
from the Dublin Quays, who
seems to have been strangely re-
miss in not inspiring another bal-
lad saga on the Scarlet Town mo-
del. The marriage is, strangely
enough recorded as having taken
place as late as 1765, the year of
the father’s death. The estates
reverted in time to John, son of
Francis, and in the meantime
were tenanted by . William
Phibbs until Phibbs died in 1801.
John Folliott married in 1793
and his daughters, according to
Burke (opwcit.) all married, save
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Susan, who. ‘‘died unmarried.”

There app:zars to be no
eligible candidate in the forego-
ing for the character of the Col-
leen Bawn, and at no time does
the stage seem to have been set
at Holybrook for the- action of
the drama. g &

The Folliotts occupied
another mansion - house, in
County Donegal, i.e. Ballymac-
ward or Wardtown House, over-
looking the estuary of the Erne
at Ballyshannon. This house was
built according to  Allingham
{Hisjory a nd Anliquities of
Ballyshannon, 1879,) by ‘‘Gener-
al Folliott” about 1740. It was oc-
cupied by Col. Folliott in 1752
(Pococke’'s Tour). These two
names appear to refer to Gener-

al Folliolt, Governor o0f Ross,
who died in 1762.
The ballad of “Willy

Reilly” has always been particul-
arly popular in Ulster and some
rosearcues of mine in Donegal
indicated that there had been a
‘ong and tenacious tradition
there that Wardtown was the
true scene of the Reilly story,
but that the tradition was grad-
ually dying under the infuence
of the rival place in County Sligo
beizg vouched for in Carleton’s
book. The shieds of tradition,
such as they were, led me to the
eonclusion that the ballad of
“Erin’s Lovely Home,” which 1
had already suspected to relate
to Willy Reilly, dealt with events
at Wardtown House and should
have been written “Erne’s Lovely
Home.”

As to the real date of
the affair, all the evidence sug-
gests the first or second decade
of the 19th century. If Reilly was
sentenced to transportation he
may have been given the option
of serving in the wars against
Napoleon.

A note to Carleton’s ver-
sion of the “Willy Reilly” ballad,
published 1887 in Irish Ministrel-
sy, an anthology edited by H.
Halliday Sparling, states that
the story on which the ballad
was founded happened some
“eighty years ago,” i.e. ¢ire. 1807.
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‘A seven years’ senténce imposed
about that date would still per-
mit of his having fought at
Waterloo.

In a letter in Father
Sharkey’s Heart of Ireland, it is
claimed that Willy Reilly Llived
at Kiltubrid, County Leitrim.
The kinships claimed with him
would appear to place his floruit
in the late 18th century.

It is suggested that re-
search in local newspaper files
and other Donegal records of,
say, the 1790-1810

‘hume the historical Willy Reilly
and his lady fair from the myths
of folklore accretion and the “re-
constructive” fictions of the un-
informed literary imagination.
Whatever lines such an investig-
ation may take, the tradition
that Hollybrook, - County Sligo,

Period” may
enable local historians to ex-’

was the authentic scene of the
romance, may be wholly dis-
counted. There is not a word of
reliable folklore now surviving
in favour of that tradition
which may not be confidently as-
cribed to the inspiration of Carle-
ton’s novel and to nop period earl-
ier than its publication. Even
fictitious caves and underground
passages have been invented in
the adjacent hills to provide ac-
commodation for Reilly on the
run and for fugitive priests, to
harmonise with the mnarrative
in the novel. Newspapers, family
documents, copies of old plead-
ings mouldering in solicitors’
offices and court records, now
afford the only possibilities of
reconstructing the real story and
of tracing the pallad to its
source.
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gn O%emoriam

To the relatives and friends of the
following deceased members we extend
our deepest sympathy :—

Dr. John Gormley, Cinel Moan, Stranorlar;
Mrs. J. S. Hamilton, Brownhall, Ballintra;
Very Rev. W. Hegarty, P.P., Culdaff;

Sean MacCumbhaill, Stranorlar;

Dr. Jas. McCloskey, Carrickgart;

Vincent Stephens, Ballyshannon;

Mrs. H. Wyatt, Rockfield, Stranorlar.










REMINISCENCES OF AN
OCTOGENARIAN

MEMBERS OF THE SOCIETY WILL
BE INTERESTED IN THE ANNOQOUNCE-
MENT THAT CAPT. J. S. HAMILTON,
BROWNHALL, A FORMER PRESIDENT,
HAS COMMITTED HIS REMINISCEN-
CES TO PAPER AND THESE WILL
SHORTLY BE PUBLISHED. A BOOK
OF 260 PAGES, WITH NUMEROUS
ILLUSTRATIONS, IT BEARS THE TITLE
“MY TIMES AND OTHER TIMES.” AS
AN APPENDIX THE AUTHOR HAS
INCLUDED KEARNEY'S HISTORY OF
DRUMHOLM, THE REPRINT OF WHICH,
LIKE THE AUTHOR'S OWN WORK,
PLACES AT OUR DISPOSAL A VOLUME
OF VERY GREAT INTEREST TO ALL
CONCERNED WITH THE HISTORY OF
DONEGAL IN GENERAL. ORDERS FOR
“MY TIMES AND OTHER TIMES”
SHOULD BE PLACED IMMEDIATELY
WITH THE AUTHOR, OR WITH THE
PRINTERS AND PUBLISHERS, THE
“DONEGAL DEMOCRAT,” LTD., BALLY-
SHANNON.

Printed by : T-e “Donegal Democrat,” Ltd., Diamond and Castle Sireet,

"~ Ballyshannon.





