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The Story OF Doe Castle 
l:ff J. C. T. M~DONAGH 

JN 1915 members of the Royal 
Society of Antiquaries , Ire. 

land vis ited County ·Donegal and 
one of them, 'an expert in archi­
tectural history, gave the follow­
ing as his considered opinion of 
the buildings and fortifications 
ca:Jed Doe Cast:e (1), 

"Though -converted into a 
modern residence it still has 
t he main chariacteristiCs of a 
sixteenth century fortress ... 
a central tower (fifty five feet 
high) with batt lements, en­
clo.:;ure and bawn. The prin­
cipal entrance was on the 
l a !'Jd side by ,a bridge across 
the ditch but there were ap­
p:·oaches from the sea a'.so. 
Below the or ig inal bridge, 
wbich is to the r ight of j.he 
later entrance, is a masked 
outlet , now filled with stones , 
which opened .into t.he d itch. 
The eentra 1 tower is enclosed 
on three sides by modern 
s truct ures wllkh fo part are 
built on the walls of an inner 
rampart . .such as the French 
s tyle chemise, at a ::;hort cb;­
tance fr.cm the base of the 
to\ver and flanked by c ircular 
bastions. The interior of the 
tower has been much altered. 
The lower storey is not now 
vadted and it cannot now be 
seen whether it was so origin­
ally o r not. There is no sign 
Qf a vault at the summit of 

the tower. The original en­
trance to this tower was on 
the ground iloor and a 
st ra ight stair in the thick 
ness of the wall, to the right 
of the door, gave access to 
the u pper rooms ·and finally 
becoming a circular stair , in 
one angle of the tower. a >­
cended to the battlements. 
The parapets of the tower 
and the enc:osing wall were 
loopholed for musketry nnd 
were 'arranged in pairs as at 
Carri ckogunnel, so that the 
same gunner could fire in 
two different directions". 
,A local antiquary, Harkin, in 

h is "Scenery and Antiquities of 
North West Donegal'' ( 2) placed 
on record a Doe traditio:1, dating 
into the eighteenth century, 
which told that the cnst:e was 
buil t by Nacthan O'Donnell, for 
one of his many sons; thereby 
a ssociating it with the erection 
of similar struct ure3 at Burt, Inch 
:and Rame'.ton. This tradition di­

so related that t he Mac Sweeneys 
were .g'.ven Doc Castle whell 
peace was made between Owen 
O'Neill. Prince of Tyrone, a ,1d 
Nachtan O'Donnell , Prince of Tir­
connell. Mac .Parland in his 
Statistical Account of County 
D<J!"'egal, gave another tradition 
which al~o dated back .into the 
eighteenth century "Doe 
cnstle ... situated at. Cann<m's 



Pofol .. .. WaH l.ilt.ilt IJ,Y a ludy 
named Quinn who afterwards 
married one of the Mac Swine 
family a C'Ouple of years before 
the reign of Queen Elizabeth (3) 
... .it was since fortified by t_hc 
grandfather of the present ~fr. 
Mac Sweeney of Dunfanaghy" 
( 4). 

Our first historical reference 
to Doe Castle is in the year 1544 
and is t he sequel to the capture 
of its chieftain , at Rutland Is­
land, by a fleet belonging to the 
O'Malleys ( 5). Mac Sweeney Doe 
died in captivity, in Connacht, 
the following year and when 
the news of his deat h reached 
Tirconail, Doe Castle became 
the fratr icidal cockpit of the 
dead chieftains sons. One of 
them was killed with a n umbe:­
of his followers and another, 
Eoghan Og I succeeded to the 
title. He managed to survive 
the vengeance of h ii'i brother'f 
family and friends until, some 
nine years later, t hey corne.:-ed 
him and slew him at Cloghan­
eely. The lordship of Doe re­
mained in his family as his son, 
later known a.; 1.\Iurrough (67 
was e lected chief. This cltiettain 
of Doe Castle is well document­
ed in the Anna:!> and vividly re­
membe:ed in t :-adition. H e was 
slain at Dunnalong by ~ome of 
the :\lac Donnells and was sue· 
ceeded in the chieftainry lly h is 
brother Eogh an Og I I. 

Eoghan Og II. wa.> th e Mac­
Sweeney Doc wlto gave hope 
and san•·tuary to some of th~ 

many unfor tunate sailors who 
escaped from the Spanish Ar­
mada shi ps lost along t he coa~ ts. 
of County Donegal. He was 
cl;l.ooen b~· Ingheen Dubh as one 

r»C t"he fo~h,r falht!l':> (7) for hl'r 
son, Red H ugh ( >'Donnc:i, and 
as a patron o{ the B ards, hi~ 
l1 ospitality .is still eni-hrincd in 
t he works of Eorhaid 0 
hEoghusa and Tadg dall 0 Ul­
ginn, two great masters of that 
g:eat period. (8) 

This great chieftain of Doe 
Castle was cor dially hated by 
the Queen's deputies in D ublin 
on account of his befriending 
the Spaniards and was m arked 
for punishment akin to t hat ad­
ministered t-0 O'Rourke fo ;,· a 
i;imilar crime. O'Rorke was 
driven from iBreifny and the 
English commanders made. an 
abortive attempt to do likewise 
with Mac Sweeney Doe; .but 
having failed to cross the River 
Swilly they quickly withdrew 
from Tirconail (9) . The hunted 
O'Romke spent a full year as 
Mac·Swceney's guest in \Doe 
Castle and from there went tc; 
Se:otland " in the hope -Of ob tain­
ing protection o r as:> istance" a 
fatal venture wh'ich ended with 
h is execution at Tyburn (10). 

Eoghan Og II. MacSweeney 
Doe was -0ne of the campa:ative­
ly few Tirccna il chieftains. who 
attended Red Hugh \>,:hen that 
i:oun"' man was inaugurated 
i.,o.·d., of the Cinel Con ail at Kil­
macrenan in 1592. The Four 
Masters we re well pleased with 
him and in their recording of 
bis obit uary notice, 1596, de­
scribed him as "an influential 
and generous man ··-
JIUissant to sllsta in, brave to 
attack . . . .with the gift of 
good sense and coun;:el, in peace 
an d war" They a lS-O reco:·d that 
f:-om the day that this .\'lac 
Sweeney assumed the lordship 



... r n"l;' hh ··j ·111)ln w :1ti fr•.:(; 
f' r o n .1 r1:f'ro;11·h 0 1· , .;.;1 , u 11• ( l lL 

I le d ied on J aaua:·y 26th ., 159(i, 
Mul­
Mall, 

and his brothe!'s son, .i.e. 
mur.ry, son of Morrogh 
t·ook his pl a ce. 

Mulmurry .'.\foe Sweeney Doe, 
bette::- known in histo!·y and 
i raditic n as Sir Mile:; Mac 
Swine, has been described by a 
contemporary as a man " in fide­
lity long infec·ior to h is p rede-
1·e~sor" f l2) and Father Paui 
Walsh (1'a) de.•crihed him as "a 
man o't unsavoury character, 
thcugh he was no. worse than 
many of his contempo1aries". 
He i3 spoken of in ~radition as 
" ..\1aelmurra Ba tta Bwee or 
Mi!es -:::·f the Yellow sta'ff . . . . 
a baton with which he couid 
ccnjt:re up the 'b"ial'k magician'". 
Another tradition tells that 
Mi.Jes, ca:l ed ..\lac Sweeney of 
the Staff, used to t ry his refra ct­
ory vassal3 in the -great hall of 
D::ie Castle (sir). Any of the 
conjemned whcm he wished to 
honour, :t.e forthwith b:ained 
with h is club; the others if u n­
worthy of h is hand he t ran>fer­
r ed to the tender mercies of ihe 
serf t ribe -0f ' the Fe~·ries', who 
acted as JaC'-k Ketches for ilim; 
and these o ffenders were fort h­
with hung in gads from the 
parapets of the caslle. ' A false 
F ec-ry' was as proverl:al in Don­
egal as 'a false F ur'.ong' ·in We'X­
fo!·d" . (14) 

W hen we con ,ider th e efforts 
ma'.le l1y Red J rugli O'Donner1 
to re-introduce t he rule of }a·N 

into Tirconail and his man y s uc­
cc.::ses in this sp here we have 
one aRpect <Jf h is life whid . . 
raises h im, 'in our opinion, far 
~bove h is subordinate r· hieftans. 

333, 

Wl!.11 l11b i_11 dew it i•; i.:11 -y !•1r 
11~ l., ;ipp rt·"i ; il. t~ t.1 1:11. willti11 lwo 
yea: s of his inauguration the 
tyrant ·Of Doe Castle was lucky 
enough to have e.:;caped with 

his life from Tir cona il with only 
the Joss of s ixteen of h is henC'h-
men on O'Donnell's gallows 01 

a t the hands of O'Donnell's 
ba iliffs. H is English friends 
we:e led to believe that the 
banishment was not due to his 
l~w:e2sness and cruelty but 
rather that his d efect ion was 
due to "jealousy that he con­
eeived un to O'Donnell fm· h is 
wife" (15). If a fictitious a mour 
was the reputed cause of his 
b~eak with O'Donne:1 a lewd 
woman und:m:btedly assisted 
him to return to TiH~onail when 
we find him suplica ting O'Don· 
neJl's mercy and the r esto,·ation 
of h is estat es (16). Jn Joing so 
M iles. now Sir · Miles _\l a<' Swee­
ney. ahandone:i a c.omfc:·rahle 
pensi-0n of six shillings per day 
from the Crown , not to mention 
a royal pa tent u nd er which Do~ 
C::ts t ie and i r~ : and;~ we:e grant­
ed to him in knight' s fee. O'Don­
nell in his justi1·e. to the repent­
ant kn ight, allowed him to share 
tbe Doe estates w ith Eoghan og 
III Mac Sweeney i.e., O'Donnell's 
own fo:, te:.- brother. 

This s'.:a ring with his cousin 
weakened Ecghan Mac Sweeney's 
loyalty and by the end of the 
year 1600, the Irish h ero of the 
battle Of the Curliews was an 
E:1glish ally holding De c rast!e 
as a Queen's Irist ,man. A few 
m:.> nths later Doe Cast!e and 
Eog:ian oe 111 Mac Swee'.Jey were 
being beseiged by his foster 
brother's forces under Rory 
O'Donnell and Sir Miles Mac 



~hveeneY. 'this seige was only 
abandoned when J ,OOO men under 
S ir "Niall Garbh O'Do'lnell and 
the English c.aotains from Li.Cford 
W€'r c within a shat c'iota c.ce of 
th: <'<ls tlc. On their urriva l E :1g­
han ::.\1.ic :Sweer.~y took the oat h 
of allegia nce to the Queen a :1d in 
retur n was given a ,:arger 
garri ·-on an! a promise of an Eng­
"lish grant of Doe ca stle and 
lands on the same t erms a 3 those 
granted to Sior Miles. 

In .July 1601 Red Hugh de­
scended upcn Doe in one of hiJ 
lightening raids and he forced 
his fost er brother to line up 1Nith 
him a.rf ain. His loyalty to O'Don-
nell was however dead and 
thencefor t h -~henevcr a Mac 
Sweeney Doe is me:-:.t ioned, as 
one of O'Do•rnell's field officer:;, 
w e can t.ike it that Sir Miles Mac 
E:".vcen ey was the p erson concern ­
ed . In fact he was the only Mac 
Sweer:cy of rote who a ccompan­
ied Red Hugh O'Donne!J in h is 
famous march t o Khsale in Nov­
ember rno 1 ( J7 ). 

Du ring all t hese m on th> Eog­
han og 111 was the de facto Lord 
of Doc Cast!e and in March 1602, 
he again submitted to Sir Her: r y 
Dowrra , who left him in pos'co­
sic-n of the crastl e. I n Dowcra 1-: c · 
hcd a very staunch friend ancl 
this friendship was all the more 
strengthened by D owcra's di~tain 

for Sir Mi:es, then a h unted man 
"on his keeping" in the Rls3es. 
Dowcra's friend ship with Eoghan 
was not misplaced for when in 
t he early part of 1603 Sir Niall 
(;arbh O'Donnell rash'.y gr atified 
his vanity on the inauguration 
s tone at Kilmacren~an, and 
sought to raise the st:-indard of 
i·evolt. frnm 'DoC' Cast.IC' , Engh:m 

Og, at once delivered ii to Dow­
cra "requesting he might tave it 
back agair, when t he garrison I 
~h:m:d out in be withdrawn, 
which I gave my w ::>rd he should" 
( Ul). Thi s !JromisP., Dewer a, a 
ve ry honourable En~lishma3 ' \\ ·:i ;; 

u na bic tu fu!fil for whe11 the 
O'Donnell;; (HJ) r e turned f rnm 
London, some months later, Ror y 
O'D:m net was E·arl of Tir~onail 
and car:ried home, among ::t 
-others, a royal warrant givi!~g 

him the custody of Doe GJstle, 
which .D ~1wcra tel~s ·US, "becau:;e 
of my pmrr. ise l opposed aga inst 

· a s much as I could, b ut •with lost 
labour" ('~0). 

Eog!-:an og Mac Sweeney Doe 
w a;; executed a t Lifford following 
a :;e ssions he!d t here in .1605 a nd 
even h t he absence of iany de­
t ails of his crime it would be 
safe to assum e that Doe c-astle 
figured prominer..tly in . his . in­
dit ement (2 1 r T he fo:bwing 
year Mac Sweeney's young 
brother, Niall Mac Sweeney, and 
Caffer og O'Don nell , "nea r kins ­
men of t he Earl of Tirconail and 
Sir .Nic1ll O'Donnell" seized Doe 
c<i st' c and drove out the Earl's 
ward er and rnen (22) . Their c x­
('llSC was tha t E<irl Rory ha tl 
·wronged th em and as he was .ab­
sent in E ·ig!and tht! Lord Deputy 
ordered Sir Richar d Hansard of 
Lifford to c all on the:>e young 
men to come forw ard peaceably 
a nd to state thei~ grievances (2:3). 
They did not respond to the chal­
lenge a r: d when t he Ea rl return­
ed .l":orne, a short time later, he, 
a s Lord Lieutenant of C:)Unty 
Donegal, was compe:Jed by, his 
office , t o p roclaim martial law 
and to mustc~· force.:; for t.~c stir,­
pc~·~si nn of h i11 b!: ~: nwn, 



in l\farch, 1G07, Doe Castle was 
again under seige by Rory O'Don­
nell and during the fighting 
•which took place the Earl's prin­
cipal ally, Sir Niall ,(;arb O'Don­
nell, was so seriously wounded 
that l:'.e was not ex:oected to 0re­
cover from his wounds. When 
eventually the defenders capitul­
ated it was found that the prin­
cipal rebels had escai,;ed to the 
woods of Kilmacrenan and the 
besiege1·s had to content them­
selves by hanging, en the spot. 
some three or four of the unfor­
tunate garrison. Soon afterwards 
the promoters having come in 
and submitted to the King'~ 
mercy their lives were spared be­
cause "if these young men can 
be rntisfied with a reasonable 
portion of land they may be pre­
served to good purpose to sway 
the greatness of others in these 
parts" (;24). These erave M'Ords 
were written by Chichester, one 
of the architects of the Planta­
tion of Ulster, and the master 
.mind which enginee<:"cd the 
Flight of the Earls. Doe Castle 
was one of the p.awns in his 
game and although it was part 
of Earl Rory's possessions he i!,(­
norcd the Earl's titl e t o it ·and 
nominated as its garrison a com­
pany o f soldiers from Hansard'~ 
men in Lifford. He then immed­
iately set about to indemnify his 
illegal act by Tecommending that 
Doe Oastle b e reserved for His 
Majesty's l:ands "being of great 
strengt h and standing in a dan­
gerous place where it had hith­
erto been a great annoyance to 
the quiet settlement of these 
parts" (25). To which the Lords 
in Coundl. in Lon.don , at onee 
rl~plied. that they approvecl 

Chichester's action and thus for­
tified, he compelled the Ear] of 
Tirconail to allow Captain Basil 
Brooke to dwell in Doe Cast~e 
and to pass him a lease of four 
quarte::"s of the best land around 
it; at terms very much 1o 
B-rooke's advantage ( 26). Brooke, 
however, had his eye on much 
more valuab;e and less content­
ious property and he merely u:;­
ed Doe Castle as his first foothold 
in Ireland (27). A few months 
lat er his lease wa2. nulified by 
the Flight of the Earls and Doe 
Castle and its lands was again 
in the King's hands. 

During Sir Cahir O'Dohe;rty's 
rebellion Doe Castle fell into 
the hands of his ames some time 
in the month <Jf April , 1608. It 
\vould. appear that its garrison, 
then consisted of six warders 
placed there by Captain Henry 
Vaughan (28) and that these 
were betrayed by the Castle';; 
cowherd "who was brought by n 
friar to give the alarm that sev­
en or eight wolves were among 
the cattle; by which device they 
we:e drawn. all save one, slain 
and t he castle taken" ('.l9 ). Soon 
after O'Doherty's defeat and 
death near Kilmacrennan. Doe 
Castle was besieged by a mixed 
Ang1o Irish force which included 
Sir Niall Garbh O'Donnell and 
Sir Miles Mac Sweeney. This ex­
pedition finished its mopping up 
operations witb the massacre of 
the Irish garrirnn on Tory Island 
(30). One account of this seige 
tells that Doe Castle only yielded 
after a demi-cannon fired one 
hundred balls into it (:H). Re­
pairs were quick;y carried out 
:rnd its garrison strengthencxl : 
first under Captain ~lling~ and 

~ms. 



. . 
later Ullder Caplain Sir Richard 
Bingley. On the 19th May, 1611, 
Bingley w.as granted 500 acres 
of the lands of Doe at a rent of 
£4 per annum, subject to the uo­
Lrnl conditions of t he Plantation 
and also with a special clause 
under which Bingley w as bound 
" to maint ain a nd sustain the 
castle -Of Castled oe, situated on 
his lands, which is , neverthele£s, 
excepted out of this g'rant" ( 32) . 
Three years later, :i614, the cas­
tle and curtilage of Castledoe 
was granted to Sir .J ohn Days, At­
torney General for Ireland , a nd 
cm the :1_1 st December of. that 
same year he ~old lt to Captain 
John Sandford and Anne. his 
'Wife, niece of Sit- Toby Caulfield. 
S andford soon followed this in­
itial purchase by buying up and 
leas ing large tr.acts of land in 
the surrounding parishes, includ­
ing ttose held by Sir Richard 
Bingley (33) and his brother 
Sir Ralph Bingley 

By 1619 Sandford and his fam­
ily were well settled into Doe 
Castle <ind Pynar in that year 
noted that the Sandford home 
·had "a bawne of .Jime and stone 
40 fee t square and 16 feet high 
a nd a castle within it that is 
very strong" ( 34). Sandford 's 
w ife died in t he yea r 1629 a n d 
the tombstone erected t o her 
1r.emory is now preserved by be­
ing set in the wall .surrounding 
t he nearby graveyard of Bally­
macsweeney. Sandford, himself 
died a year or so a fter her (35) 
leaving one son and five daught­
ers. This son, Toby Sandfo•rd, 
died on the 7th May, 1639 (36) 
leaving his five sister s as his 
co-heiresses. Their names •were, 
.tn:rn, /\lltH', T.c1tir•<::, Mada and 

Maudlin (Magdalen). One of 
t hese 01-adies was wedded to an 
Irish Papist, one Mulrooney 
O'Carroll, w('lo is given as their 
representative in the Civil Sur­
vey of 1656, an d as s.u ch escaped 
the Cromwellian forfitures. Jn 
Hl43 O'Carroll, who described 
himself as " late of Castledoe," 
daimed tbat 1-. e had had goods 
to the value of £1,500, in County 
Donegal, and in the King's Cour~­
ty, destroyed by rebellious Irish. 
For his -Donegal losses he blames, 
amongst others, the O'Donne1Js 
of R amelton, the O'Boyles of 
Kiltorish, and the MacSweeneys 
of Doe and Fanad. His deposition, 
like the fow other Donegal d-Jcu­
ments of ;a simil<ir nature, shows 
that Doe Castle was held for 
the Confederate Irish by "Cap­
tain · Donnell ~fac Niall Mac 
Sweeney, Gentleman;" not 
w h a t o ne w o u 1 d ex­
pect; fo r Colonel Miles Mac 
Sweeney, "chief rebel" in the 
N-0rth-West , is described in all 
these d(;!posit ion.s (37) as of Muin­
terme]~a n , i.e., p<irt of t he lands 
goranted to his grandfa ther, Sir 
Miles MacSweeney. 

It would apear t hat Doe Cas­
tle fell in to Irish hand:; shortly 
.after . the outbreak of hostilitic> 
in 1641 and remained in their 
h ands fo1· the next nine years. Its 
most colourful associaticn w ith 
t hose years was on the morning 
of the 6th July, 1M2, when the 
:fdgate Saint Francis, bound 
from Dunkirk. saHed into Sheep­
haven Bay and came to anchor 
in the deep water off. Cannon's 
Point. T his 30 gun man 'o war 
had safetly eluded units <>f the 
Royal Navy ~cn t out to intercept 
li<'I.' :trHI ~h(• had on boa1d Gl}llCf" 



<ii Owen i-t1;c O 'Neill <> mi too 
Irbh veterans from the Span· 
i>h a.l'mies. On disemb<l rking at 
th e boats lip of Doc Cast.le t hey 
·\rerc greeted by S ir Pheli rn 
O'Nei]l and many of t l:e Nor th­
ern Iris h leaders; a nd, after a 
short s t.ay in ihe cas tle, they ,et 
out on that dangerous route t o 
Charlcmont <where Owen Roe 
took o ver <'Omrna nd Qf the Iri sh 
army in Uls ter. 

During those eventful years 
.Doe Cas tle was more often th.an 
not an isolated outpost of the 
Ulster Irish forces as the cou n­
try between Ramelton .and R a ­
phoe .was, from November. 1641 , 
secure!y held and defended b:: 
the Ulster Scottish r egiments of 
Sir William and Si r Robert 
Stewart, 1whi'.e the Roy.alist Cores 
and ffolliots of Donegal and 
Ballyshannon held, Headfastly. 
their grip on the B arony of Ti r­
hugh. F rom time to time flying 
columns, pa rticularly those from 
t he Stew art regiments, swept 
fi re and sword throughou t the 
rest of t he county a nd on mor e 
than one occas ion swept pal:'.t Do c 
Castle, through Mev.a·gh, clown 
into the Rosses; leaving W est 
Donegal fit for n eit h€1r man n or 
beast (38). On ot her occa siovs 
t hey swept past Sheephaven i:1 
galleys from the ports of R ath­
mullen, · Ramelion an d Dern· 
(39), and in February, 1()50, Do2 
Castle becam e th e ta rget for 
one of these amphibious ra ids. It 
was a ('Omplete s uccess for t he 
gaTrison \vas taken by surprise 
by a force b elonging to Sir Char­
les Coote, the Parliamentarian 
governor of Derry ( w O). 

Some historia ns a tt ributc th•• 
annhil a l.i.on of the Royalist Iris!: 

A•r ,11y at Seariffhollis, in June. 
Hi5U, to the fact that its l:omman­
clcr. Bishop Heber MacMahon, 
•weake:1ed h i:; forces by ::illowing 
Colonel Miles MaeSwcc:iey. some­
lime before the battle\ t o detatch 
some of I te Donegal regiment ' 
from his a rm y for t he purpo:;e 
·Of retrieving Doc Cast.le, i.e.~ 
" the grati fication of t he whim of 
MacSvveeney family honouT" 
(\.I ) . A study of Stat e .Papers 

a nd ot her conternpora n d or. u­
ments r elating to MacS weeney 
shows that as ear ly a s 164!! four 
of the Donegal Colonels, incl ud­
ing '.VIacSweene~·, were p rcp:r:·­
ed t o break \\ ilh Owen R oe 
O'Neill if "put in a way to get 
and enjoy, like knig·hts and 
squires, esta.tes in the county of 
Ooneg-11" (42) . In l6Gl Charles 
11 d irected his Lord Justices 
t hat justice be done to Ma c­
Sweeney because amongst other 
things he. t o use MacS·.veene;v's 
own words " made efforts t o de­
sert Owen O'Neill's party in 
1648." (4'1a). These claim s 
about, hreak :> with, and ctesert­
i·on.s from, Ow en Roe's army. 
have '.ed us to suspect tha t the 
absence of " t.:lOO or 1,400" ( 43) 

Donegal m en 'from Scariffho ilis 
was brought about by much m.o r c 
sinister motives thnn the r e­
ca pture o f Doe Castle . T hese 
sus picions '\•.;ere all the more 
just ified w hen in 1652/3. t he 
yenrs of mass executions or Irish 
officers. we found Ven ah:e!', 
w tose regiments administered at 
S car iffhollis th e coup de grare 
to the remnants of Owen Roe's 
a r my, actively e:np loyed in SlJP­
p ressing a charge of m urder 
againsl MncSwec ne.v ( 4<i) . It a lso 
SC'C'med strange to ns th <d, Doc 



Castle, when captured by the 
l!·isb in 164t. w::is not taken 
over by Col0n el Miles Mac­
Sweeney in accord "with fam­
ily vanity", but by · Captain Don­
nel l mac Niall .MacSweeney, 
g1,nncbon {)f Eoghan Og 11 
MacSweeney Doe. 

D uring the years JtH6/ 7 a 
gentleman named Mkhael Har­
rison laid claim to ·Doe Castle , 
and strange to reLate, the Crown 
Ren t als, of 1707, r eccird 1.hat he 
was the assignee of Captain 
John Sandford (45). This record 
>- hows something- in the natu~·e of 
a .Jaeuna, i n the devolution of the 
title to the Castle as it ignor es 
Toby Sandford, his si~ters. and 
Mulr ooney O 'Car roll. A State 
P aper, from 'Westminster, dated 
18th Aug;.ist, 164li r equested con­
siderabon by the Committee Re­
s ident in Mt:ns tcr of. a petition, 
from Quarter Master Harrison, 
for arms and ammunition for 30 
warders. and to be allowed to 
take possession of Doe Castle "in 
1.he North of I reland." Some 
months later a P arliamentary 
Commissioner at Belfa.:;t appar­
ently r ecommended the imple­
mentation of Harrison '.s p etition, 
not to \\'eshn i·nster, but t o the 
Ct' ll1Jn ittee at Derby. "May it 
i:·l-;ase Your Lordships, we think 
it !l'eason.able that Quarte r . Mas.­
t er ·Harrison be restored to his 
own touse and furni shed with 
amm unition, h e finding the m en 
fo r the present." (46) . 

Harrison h ad however to wait 
qui te a nurnhe1· of yea rs before 
his d aim to Doe Cast!c materi al-· 
ised. T here is no refer ence to 
him in the Civil Survey o f 1656 
wh ich r ecogni!-ied "Mulr oney 
O'C<11-rol a~ the l'epre8ent ative 

of the Sancil'ord Heiresses. On 
the otl:er hand O'CarroH and the 
Sandford s arc n ot mentioned iii 
the 1659 Census wl1 ich set~ Ha"·­
' ison down a" the Titulado (or 
r.:•i'ident c:Ja imant) to " Mogora' 
in foe parish of Ray, and ·:o ad<.: 
to tliis enigma he is tabu lated 
as t he only non-Irish person in 
that townland. Neither, H arri­
son, O'Carroll n<Jr the Sand­
fords, figure in the Hearthmoney 
Rolls of 1656 for the dish ·ict 
around Doe. The Ormond Mss. 
and .St ate Papers of the Restor­
ation pericd however show that 
ll arri!?-on was then a c·ollcdor of 
Customs and . E'xcise in North· 
Ea.st lJJste r and that he .had 
t \aimed the re.storat ion of his 
estates in virtue of being one of 
the "4!1 officer~" wh :> remained 
loy al to the King. The reference 
to him in the Crown Rentals of 
1707 confirms his ultimate suc-
1:.::s s in this claim ( 47). 

T here is every indica tion tha'\ 
Doe Castle was returned very 
reluctantly to priva te ownership 
on account of i ts suitability a~ a 
fortress and military depot fol 
the Norlh West. In a ddition to 
reCO!'d Vie have a very substan· 
tial tradition which deals with 
an officer of the .garrison d uring 
t he years foll~w_ing. its rerapfore 
b\" Coote's forces from Derry , 
i~ February .1.650. This t!·a ditiori 
tells that the constab le of the 
castle was then one {'.aptafr 
(Rohert) Cunningham and that 
he was _s lain near Ard:; by two 
men f rom the Rosses ( 48) i.n re­
venge for · Cunningham's part in 
a massac~·e of ·women and : hild­
l'en. This, of cour se , is a bare 
outline of the t r aditional ar­
<·mtnt, i rivolving of a number ot 

31la, 



lncidenrs, recorded. by Archdea-· 
con Kerr in this J ournal (Yol. 1 
No. 1 }Ip 9/10. An objective 
:; tudy of contempor ary do('u­
ments disclosed that Cunning· 
ham was a eJmpan y commander 
in Sir William Stewart's regi­
ment (which began the W tff, a .3 
K ing's liegemen and ended it as 
Crom well's henchmen) and that 
in Novem'b-er, 16411, hL<; ' com­
P<in y, in galleys, r aided islan dr, 
in the R::is~es and slew 6il 
women and children; for which 
act he was commonly "called the 
killer of uld women" ( 49) . Hi:; 
act was, unfortunately, not .an 
isolated incident a nd we h ave 
raked tl1e embers of this ltarba!·­
ou;; war in irel and to point out 
that n emesis over took Cunning­
ham . (or Conn,rngh am as he is 
called in tradition) · some nine 
years afte:: his dreadful act. 

The Cromwellian Census of 
1659 shows that the townland 
on which Doe Castle stcod rank­
ed in the Barony of K ilmaeren­
nan , n ext to Letter l\enny in the 
number of English and ScottL'h 
persons domiciled there. This 
-r elatively high numhr, 45 Eng­
lish and Scottif'h res idents a'> 
against 11 I ~·ish persons was 
largely made up of the warders , 
garri~on and their families. No 

"Titulado is 1·egiste red against 
the castle and t he H earth Money 
Rolls of a few years later (1665) 
also re\'~al t b at tb.~ Gov'ern­
ment exempted it from Hearth 
tax on account of its being 
commandeered a 5 a .inllitary d e­
pot (50) This assumptio:; is 
.confirm ed by a return furnish­
ed in tr..e year, 1664, by Captain 
Webb, a famou~ military cngin· . 
ecr , in which i t i~ !'hown tl1at 

the ckvcrtiinent had spent £iuo 
Ca relatively large :;um for those 
c!ays) in repairing and stJ:ength­
ening tl1e Castle and i ts de­
fences. 

T,he Governm ent fcl.t .ius l ifler1 
in thi.; exJJcnditur·e for 'lhci:· 
spied jn Donegal so alarmed ttc 
Lord Lieutenant that he believ­
ed that a Tory War was al>out 
to b reak out in tlte County . Tlflis 
helief w as based on a me moran­
dum nresented to him (51) de­
posing that t he bro thers and scn 
of Colonel ~files Mac Swe.eney 
and otl1en; of their fnenu:s. 
were so truculent a nd eontempt­
uous of the laws that no peuc2 
officei· wou'.d dare .proeeed 
again st them. Fo!: thl :; they 
were listed a,; ' 'suspected of 
being To ries" and the J,ord 
Lieutenant ordered a company 
of Foot, stationed at Rapho~, tc, 
p roceed at once to Doe Ca~tle 

with special inst!·uct ions that 
t hey "be careful in t heir duties 
and watchful in tl:e securit.y of 
the place" (52). Some mo.1ths 
later the mas ter of Ordnance 
was o:de"·ed to supply th~ 

Castle w ith barre'.s of powde1 
and "with l1all and mateh pro­
port ioriat e". 

In t hP. vea r l 666 \.he ga rrison 
of Doe Castle netil ioned "to 
settle down with their families 
a nd nlant". Thi;:; uetit ion was 
granted and the men were dis­
charged hut not b efore thei r 
young commande•·, C a p t a in 
Claud Hamilton, had replaced 
them wit h a corresponding num­
ber of new recruits, drawn from 
the re:zimental muster. A month 
or so afterwards Captain Ham­
ilton was ordered to w ithdraw 
hill troops from Doe C.n~ t l e ancl 



to bririg them to Carrick:fergui;, 
Then for nearly twenty years 
the fortress of Doe was ignored 
'Until the yea~·s 1684/ 5 when a 
battalion of Lord 1Mountjoy's 
regiment t ;ad quarters · there 
(5:1). The offiC'e rs stationed there 
:wer e Major Gustavus Hamilton, 
Captain .John Hamilton and En­
sign Thomas Pigott. 

Early in t he Revolutionary 
W:ar Doe Castle was held by a 
Williamite named Matthew Bab­
bington ( 54) who was outlawed 
b y the Jacobite Parliament of 
.1689 and who withdrew with bis 
family and supporters to Derry 
iwhen the army of .. lames 11 came 
nort1iward. After Babbington's 
withdr.awal Donogh Og, son of 
Colonel Miles MacSweeney, took 
over the castle and "offered his 
services to .James 11. He prom.is­
ed lo raise a regiment amongst 
his followers if granted .a. com­
mission. It was refused him , if 
you please, because he could not 
speak the Bearla. 'Methought ,' 
says MacSweeqey 'that t his war 
is being waged t o drive the 
Be.aria. and all that it stands fOr 
<iut of Ireland.' Nevertheless, he 
joined tl:c forces of James, 
fought at the Boyne and Augh­
r im ap d went •w ith Sarsfield to 
France to where he rose to a 
high 1rank in that nation." 

. ' \Maci;;weeney · !Was the best 
sw<>rdsrnan in the France of his 
day. He is said t o have fought 
no fewer than in 35 duels and 
was victorious in every one of 
tihem. His ·custom was to enga ge 
.lifs opp'.}nent's rush in a favour­
abie m oment and seize the ·blade 
of his enemy's sword in his right 
hand, while with his own sw.ord 
lwld in his left htmd he rnn his 
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en.e'iliy through the bocly. Such 
was the girip in MacSweeney's 
hand t hat, once he caught his 
encrr.y's swordblade, his enemy 
cJuld do nothing." · 

"When engaged in J::,b thirty­
f ifth duel he rushed in a s usuul, 
seized his opponent's blade and 
dispatched him." 

"Little will it .gain you to win 
this vict ory,' says Ms dying en­
e my," for the sword you seized 
was poisoned.' " 

"And within three hours the 
brave 1Mac Sweeney was dead" 
(55}. 

This tracl ition is substantiated 
by the .Wi!liamite Outlawry 
Lists of _ 1B9l, which has ".Oon­
ogh Og. Mac Sweeney of Castle­
doe, A·rmige10" a s the third im­
portant J a cobite in County Don - · 
egal. (56) . The M.acSweeney Doe 
pedigree recorded in O'Dono­
van's Ordnance Survey Letters 
shows t hat this Jacobite noble­
man was ihe grandfather of the 
itinerant Dunfanaghy tinsmith, 
Eam-0n Mac Swyne, whom John 
O'Donovan met in a fisherman'.; 
cabin at Downin.gs in the year. 
1835 (57). The tinker was , I be­
ieve, in turn , the grandfatber of 
the famous piper, Torlogh Mac 
Sweeney. 

The h~story of Doe Castle, a s a 
fortress, faded out with the sev­
enteenth century . It shared the 
f.ate of most of our Irish castles 
for the Williamite War sh owed 
h_ow untenable they were in the 
face ()f powerful arma ment and 
the lo~g · peace wl:ich followed 
t he war drove the occupants 
into the . comfort.able big houses . 
which became the fasl:ionable 
type of dwelling in the eighteenth 
cent.ury. By the midrlle Of thnt 



cehhity Bishop l>ooocke Wrote 
of Doe Castle as .a curiosity ob­
served w hile on b s way to the 
a nd comfortab:e homes of Wray 
·Of Ards and Stewar t of Horn 
He.ad. By the year 1786 guide 
books, such as The Post Chaise 
Companion described it as "a 
magnificent ruin ." 'It was, how­
ever , destined t o obtain a new 
lease oI life. 

Some eight y years ago Lord 
Leitrim and the then owner of 
Doe Castle t ook their dispuk 
ove:· the L ackagh Fishery to the 
House of Lords and the Law 
Lords commented on the fact 
that neither party could or d id 
p:-Oduce any documentary evi­
dence of title derived P·om t he 
µ;rants made by James I to the 
Bingle.i's and other grantees or 
U'l·eir assignees, Captain John 
Sandford and liis family. Apart 
fro m t hese early seventeenth 
century parchments the earliest 
document of title which Stewart 
of Ards could produce was a 
copy of a Chancery Dec·ree of 
1750 which showed that Doc 
Ca~.tle and lands \ve re, in t he 
opening d ecades of the eight­
eent h century, the property of 
one F rancis Ha!'rison, a partne: 
in the pl'ivate bnnk ·:>f ll arriwn 
and Burto·n. . Dublin. · fr.forma­
tion kindly supplied hy the 
Chi.cf Herald for I reland now 
reveals that the banker was 
the g~·andson of Quarter Master 
Michael lla~·rison, who claimed 
Doe Castle as his home. in 1649, 
and, that ~Iichael Harrison's 
wi fe was the d aughter of Cap­
tain T heophilus Sandford. an­
<'estor of the Lords Mountsan<l­
ford of County Roscommon. Th<' 
Civil Su rvcv. as we now know, 
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. . 
showed that ~lulrooheY · (0) 
CarroH. a n I r ish Pa1Ji st, was re­
cognise<l as the legal r epresent­
at ive of the daughte ·:s of Cap­
lain .lohn S~ndfor<l of Due Ca5-
tle some ten 1·ea:·~. after J 1 arris­
~n first laid to Doe, a fact which 
rather t ends tu lead us t o b·::­
lieve that the Qua!'ter Master 
was, l ike his father-in-law, a 
' ·claim jumper" (O:mond Mss. 
new series RH.C.) whose only 
legal title be came .i ia~ed on " lie­
ing long in possession". The void 
in d ocumentary evidences of 
title was, I believe, an a~.tutc 
suppression of gui It! 

;Fra ncis Harrison, the ba·!1ker, 
d ied on the 5t h J uly, ins, leav­
ing a spend-th!'ift brother, 
Mars l1 a~. his heir; a·nd within 
ty;o years he d ied but not be­
fore encumheing the l arge 
JJar rison estates with heavy 
debts as part of the legacy to 
his surviving sisters. A greater 
h1:1rden was ad ded when in 
1733 t he banking fi ~m. which 
Francis Ilarri~cn had estabJjsh­
e~ , failed with ver y g :-eat lia­
bilit ies on t he estate!> of tht! li v­
ing and deceased p a rtners . It 
took four Acts of the Iris h Pa"·­
lfament to wind up tl1e Bank's 
affair!'; and coupled w ith ihcm 
we re Chancery proceedings by 
Mar sh H a rrison's e·editors. In 
1759 the Cou:"ts orde!·ed the 
sale of the H a r"·isc.n estate in 
County Donegal and Doe Castle 
and lands were purchased by 
William Wray of Ards in trust 
for George Vaughan of · Bun­
crana. Its · pu:·chase was con­
fi rmed · to Vaughan lly d ecree of 
t he Ceurt of Chance~·y in 1761 
and ... somc two yea1·s later it 
fl llSsed by hb death into Uw 



juiut pu~; ; :u: .:;1io 11 o( Ms :>l s lcr:;' 
fa niilic:-., the Uroolrns. tllc Sa111p­
~ons and t he Ha rtes. 

<By ·the end of the eighteenth 
centU.l'Y. a representative of the 
Harte fam ilv. · George Vaughan 
H arte. afte~-wards a .<;Jist inguisb­
ed general in India (i31) bought 
uu: the other family .interests 
and ~ef. about making Doe 
CastlP habitabl~ again. He caT­
ried ou t. m a nv r .e 11 afrs to the 
ancient keep and while doing ~o 
made' oile or two inte"·esting dis­
t overies (62). By way of im­
provements he changed the en~ 

t rance t o the ca ~tle and built 
a n annex t o it in . mJno:-ia l style. 
He also cat:.-ied out l'epairs to 
t he walls an:i tm·rets enclos ing 
the bawn a nd completed tl'iis 
with a touch of barbaric splen­
dour in t he form o f. numerou => 
cann on (63), moun ted on the 
tunets a nd on gu n carriages 
along t he te1·1·are on the sea 
fr cnt. His Indian servant, "the 
faithful B algoo" ga ve the place 
a fu: ther touch of oriental ~i;len­
clour (64) . . Gen eral Harte died 
at a very r ipe old age- the re­
.!;Ult of a n accident (65) in 1832. 
He was !'ucceeded in the owner­
ship of Doe Castle \Jy hi;; son, 
Ca ptain J-ohn Harte, who as a 
boy of s i·xteen t ook part in the 
Battle of Waterloo. 

Capta in J ohn Ha rte , llnlikc 
his fa ther, m ade Doe Ca st1,; i1is 
•·hief residence for many >·ears 
before his d ea th in . 18 :~8 . He was 
ver y friendly wi th the Ma( 
:Sw,een ey tinker f amily wh<J 
often ·settled down . for kmg 
periods, to wo~·k fo r him in and 
around t he castle ( 06). lfo' 
father regarded him as the 
oluck sheep of the fami.ly and, 

u~ lie ldt 110 J.cgitimatc hdts, 
6;;i: L i:-.tk \llltl mo~; l of t.hc fa111-
ily est a te~, pas,.:ed to his hroth· 
e:-. .Commande1· Geor_ge Vaugn­
an Harte. R. N. About the year 
1843 Commander 11 a rte m oved 
most of the fam ily effects from 
Doe Castle to the old ancestral 
l1-0m e . of t he llartes a t Kildcrt'y 
a nd i~ the vear 1864 he and h is 
s:m. . William Ed ward Ilarte, 
broke ... tb~ ent ail on Doe Ca?.tle 
and soid it in t he Landed 
Es.tates Courts. It was pur­
chased 0hv Stewart o f Ards wh:i 
al~o found h imself t aking on a 
feud w ith .. the Lo:-d s Leitrim 
over the ·salmon fishery on the 
Lackagh river, on d this law s u it 

. only ended when it rea ched the 
House of Lords. 

Doe .Castle ' s histor y as a pri­
vate r esidence came to a close 
near the end -0f the hrst century. 
Shortly after tl 1e Jlad es moved 
to Kilderry a . r e ti1'ed n aval offi­
cer, a Captain Madison, became 
its tennant and some of hb fam­
ily were born and reared there. 
TheY wel'e extremely popular 
with the 1oca l people (67) . . The 
Captain was su cceeded by a 
Church of Ireland clergyman, 
\h o. Rev. Mr. Mu "·phy, known as 
"An Miaister ban". H.e became 
invo'.vcd in a lawsuit with his 
landlord;; when h~ sought to in­
voke cla uses in t he Land_ Acts 
fer the p urpose of establishing a 
title t o the rastle and lands. After 
the landlord · got r id of him Doe 
Cas tle ·v. as ·Jeft v.acant and wa~ 
allowed to "go from wreck to 
ruim" a nd this decay was very 
much accelerated t hr ough pilfer­
ing and vandalism. In 1932 the 
landlord sold the castle and 
lands to the Irish Land Com-



1111~~i1.1lJ aud what rc1uailt8 of lh1:: 
castle , is now vested a~ a Nation­
al monument (68). 
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a rting in command of the High­
land Brigade. As Colonel George 
Vaughan ll art he i·eturned to 
Ire.land to hecom"' Br i!:1arlie..-



:DOE CASTLE FROM THE SEA. 



~~~\:\11,,,. 

\~ 
-~':-tf 

.. 
7~.' 

\_
.C

A
N

N
O

N
 

P
O

IN
T

' 
: ..... :";:?,,,..._ 

'
\
 

' v-~,,/.'t.''~'\ -" 
-, \

~
 

"')}'/!(>\ 
.. 5;. 

,·.. . 
"i 

. 
'Jt,! 

"-
1

 

\;R
O

U
N

D
 P

L
A

N
 O

F
 D

O
E

 C
A

S
T

L
E

 
(B

y
 c

o
u

rte
sy

 o
f In

sp
e
c
to

r o
f N

a
tio

n
a
l M

o
n
u
m
~
n
t
s

). 

.~ 
.,.'!I 
·;/ 

-1/ 
;Ji 
'"'l 

-~
 

..;:,,.: 

I _...-3, 

J =
 

~
 

j ,s
 

4 1 
t l
· 

f· 
-t' 

-
~! 

4
1 

.-:,; 
"""I 



Very Rev. F athr Mi chael .McMullin, P .P .. a nd Mr . L. Emer son 
with members .of the Scotti oh B.B.C. who tock part in our Doe 
Castle meeting 1948. 



L AND APPR OACH TO DOE CASTLE. 



Gener al of the Curi agh Camp. 
In 1805 he was promoted a !.\fa­
jor General and in 181 ~ the 
Li£·Utenant Gene~·a1 of Nor thern 
Cc mmand. In 1814 he he ·ame 
) l[ :P . for Cou nty Donegal and 
in 1820 wa;; appointed 'ni!itar y 
Gcvernor of Derry and Culmore 
Fort. lie he!d this office and his 
seat in Parliament until his 
death in 1832. 

62 See "Doe Castle one h un­
d l·ed years ago." 

63 These cannons were after. 
\vards taken to Ards House by 
t he Stewart£. 

i34 For "Balloo" see "The 
Family H istory uf Har t" op. cit., 
p. 141. 

G5 TherP. j :; some d ouht. a·bmt 
this accidental death. Scmz 
people claim that Captain John 
Jfa;·t was the Person who m~t 

his death by fallin~ down the 
steep stairway in the Doe Castle 
keep. 

66 T he F amily History of 
Hart of Donegal, pp 115-6. Also 
vo l. 1. Ne. 4, p. 241 of this Jcur­
r. a\. 

i17 Tradition f~om late Mr. 
William Durnin . 

68 Dec Castle ·is now v 2!'ted 
ns a cl ass E Nationa'. Monu ment 
Sec ·vol. 1. No. 2. n. 123 . 

DOE CASTLE GNE HUNDRED 
YEARS AGO 

An old pile o f building ... it 
consists cf a square towe of 
five storeys, rising t o a h elght 
of some fifty feet , with wa:Js 8 
feet in thickness, hu t of such 
confined inter!or demensiom 
t r.ct caC'h store~· contains onl:i' 
cnr ~oom. Th0 ~'> nt l:l•r11 fal'r of 
!his towe1' aclj rji n s n mlld• lower 

:ma. 

h ut more spacious bu'il<ling, con­
s isting of one large and several 
l'mal le r appartrnents , below 
w(1ich are rooms new u sed as 
kitchEns and othe ::- domestic of­
Jiccs; and in the angle .formed 
i>y the juncdr.n -0f the~e two 
part ... of tile ed ifice stancts a low 
round tower. The whole i.• sur­
rounded hy a roughly-built, 'Jrnt 
s trong, grey wall of grey-stone 
a hcut 14 fee t high, provided 
with an interior p latform, or 
banquett e, with various ungain­
ly projections and m achicola­
ticn s meant to hinder an enemy 
.from availi.ng himself of the 
cover of the walls. 

The castle, which stand s ·Jn a 
lcw, rocl{y promontory jutting 
out into the. waters of Sheeph av­
en, is defended on the landward 
side by a fosse excavate~! 

across the little w·omontory 
throu gh the s latey rock of which 
it is composed. T he passage 
ove1· t his fos3e to the principal 
gateway is ·a solid stone bridge, 
o::- rathP.r causeway, comman:ied 
from t he walls lJy a multit ude of 
loopholes · and embrasures. 

A suhterraneou s tunnel and 
windin2 stair le c:d from the 
fossc to a .sm all turret wi thin 
t he gate, . and tl1e::e a : c ~w::> 

other openings on the o:.iter 
walls, lloth looking towards the 
sea though in d ifferent · d irect­
ions. On the eastern s ide, furth­
est frcm the g ~·eat gate. the::e 
has lately been constructed out· 
~ice of the exterior wall a Jun­
ette of earthwork, on w hich are 
m::unted five long nine-pound­
er r<. rn~cn nnd the::e a!·e some 
~\'.·i·1 ril! <• 1· swi\·,~l gull~ in ~Om:> of 
the flank ing hn·1·el>: . , , 



'!'he largest IHJ1.1a rl •ut:n l i11 

Uv~ l . .'a:-lle i ~ 011c in i l ~ south­
ern wing aLout ii5 feet loug · !Jy 
18 feet wide, none of t ho1;e in 
the tower being more than 13 
feet or 14 feet square. One of 
t he latter is usually termed the 
dungeon. It forms tile third 
s torey o-f the tower and unti l 
lately wa;; lighted, so lo say, by 
only one s mall loop hole, J•ic!'c­
ing the ~outhern wall th~ ,1ugh 
8 feet of ma~onry. Th~ ioof'l1ulc 
has, however, been ~nlargcd 
and supp lied with a window; 
and the dungeon, thou.r{h hy no 
m~ans a cheerful apartment, is 
now much more habitable than 
of old. T he only mode of access 
to the myste~·ious ehamher used 
to be lly a doorway , not more 
than 4 feet high, surmounted hy 
a small pointed arch of cut 
stone. This opening ·is not on a 
level wi th the floor of the dun­
geon, its thre?hhcld being at out 
2 feet hi gher, so as to make 
one's fi rst .'itep on Jeavicg the 
ream r em:?.rkab;y inconvenient 
. . . It communicates with a 
winding flight of stone steps in 
the thickness of the wall leading 
to the ro::im im:nediately over 
it. so that a vis itor to th~ dun­
geon would be obliged to ascend 
to the room forming th e fou!·th 
storey, and after crossing it dia­
gona lly, to ma.ke his way down­
wards by the winding i't.'.3. ir, 
which I have desc!·i lled. 

The dungeon is, however, now 
accessible b y a mo~·e convenient 
entrance. The -0wner of the 
castle. dur ing my visit to him, 
happened one day, While pl3n­
ning s ome repairs to tl:e upper" 
p:ut of the tower, to cihserve 
)1i~h up on its 119!·the rn face two 

!•.1'J l'h•ll1;:-;, l•J whii'h lit.: i.:•_1ttlt\ .not 
n:n1\:u1bcl' e1nv <·01Tc~pondillg 
openings to t he interior. .on 
ra ising t he f lagged floor of a 
small closet above these Ulll\e­

cognised loopholes, the work­
men, summoned for the explor­
ation -0f thi? mys tery, d iscovered 
a fight of stone st a irs partly 
blcekeci up with loo.;e masonry 
and rubbish. This wa~ immed· 
i ut~ly rlea1,ed out and another 
passage to the dungeon was dis~ 
closed, whi rh had ]112e n blocked 
up fot• some unkn0\'<'11 reason 
aP1es before .... 

•.•(I"'.' 
\.f .. lf, 

There are st ill two une·xamin­
ed loopholes on the onoosit e s ide 
of the tower which mu st ha ve 
given light or air to some smart 
room or passage b locked up in a 
similar manner on that side; 
but no search has ·been made 
for them from the inte:·ior of the 
huild ing from an app:·ehension 
tl1at further di ~tu rbance of th~ 
maso nry m ight endanger the 
sta.l>ility of the cas tle wa~l. 

Based on "Memories of a 
mCnth arn:mg the 'mere 
Irish' b.y "W. H. Floredic-2" 
(William Hurt, grands::n o: 
Genera'l Han) . 

MORE ABOUT DOE CASTLE 
by DEORAIDHE. 

From '.\Ir. :'.\1aclnty:e, for mer 
Count y Llhrarian f or County 
D::negal , ( a P-ativ.-e of the dis~ 
t d ct of Doe) , we ohta ined ·fur th­
er inter esting data concernirig 
Caislean n a dTuagh (dTuath?). 
It chan ged h ands a great num­
l'er or t imes until it f inally pass­
e'.! into the pos~ession of a Col­
onel Harte. who fought at the 
battle of Seringapatan in India. 
He brought )'lome with him an 



J111Jit11J •iC\'\ ' UI l L Wlt1.1 ;j: Wil ~ s 
w01·e hls native dre5s, and it is 
.~aid, slept fully armed, each 
night, en a mat outside his mas­
ter's door. The general met with 
a sad death b y falli ng d own the 
stairway leading to the tower. 
And his Indian valet died s hort­
ly afterwards - of broken 
heart, it is said, so devoted was 
he_ to his ma-"ter. 

The Jl artes remained in pos­
session_ of Doe C.istle until 1866, 
though the Maddisons wei'e in 
permanent occu pation up to that 
time---more or less as ca::-etak­
e::-s of this historic habitation. 
Then, or soon afterwards , it 
was sold to A. J. R. Stewart of 
Ards, a neigHbouring landlord 
(who!!e house at Ards is now, 
since 1930 or therea•bouts, a Ca­
puchin Friary. 

Doe Casee was rented by Mr. 
Stewa~·t to t ile Rev. Mr. Murphy, 
then: Episcopalian minister of 
~'1-eevagh (Ros5guill), on the op­
posi;:e ·de of Sheephaven Bay. 
This gentleman, known loca'.Jy 
a.:; Ari '.\Iinistear Ban ( heing fair 
hai:ed). held the Castle a nd a d­
joining lands until the Land Act 
of 1880 . .!(ranting tenant right, 
was passed. Mr. Murphy cl a im­
ed that. as he was paying rent 
at the pas;;ing of tbe Act, he, too, 
was entitled to . the fll'ivileges ac­
c·ruing therefrom. Prolonged lit­
igation followed, until finally, 
arnund the early nineties, a de­
cisi<.m was iziven in favour of 
the Stewarts. During the inter­
vening years, ~ Gideon MoorE 
(caretaker for the Rev. Mr. 
Murphy) lookoed after tbe estate. 

nOE CAt!l'LE :.-;lX'l'Y n ;AltS 
AGO-AND NiOW'! 

Our kindly informant, .\Ir. 
Andrew Macintyre, recalls that 
about 1893 or '94, i.e., sixty 
ye::?rs ago. he gai!"!ed access to 
the Castle- and "explo "·ed 
from rccm to room for the best 
part of a summer day." It was 
quite intact at t hat time. Not a 
b:·oken pane. And many old 
books and documents ·lay about. 
Some receipts picked up at 
random dated back to 1847. 
and were for Relief Grant:. 
made in t he year of tl:e famine 
(''Bliadhan A' Drock-Shaoghail" 
as the old people used to call it). 

In 1893 there were tables, 
presses and cha"irs in most ot 
the rooms, with one or two old­
fa-'hioned wooden - bedsteads. 
During the end of the last c~~­
tury and the J~ eginning of tm.s 
enlighte::!.ed age, Doe Castle .su!­
fered greatly from vandalism. 
The black oal' wainscotting was 

5 tdpped off the inside walls, -
some of it to make pig trough~ 
or stable-centres Slates were tak­
en away, and more recently ~he 
flat roof o_f the circular portion 
of ti:.e buil·d in!! was denuded of 
its lead flocring. This wa~ done 
bv some travelling tinkers less 
than twenty years ago, hut the 
ruffians were exonec·ated on 
some le~al technicalities. 

·And so Doe Castle (that saw 
Sir O'Doherty's ''Far fierce 
hour" of glory , and later wel­
ccmed home from ·spa'in the 
great Owen Roe O'Neill) is now . 
a roofless ruin. Half a century 
ago a habita~Jle home. Now a 
~hambles. We 1111ild for the for-



cigner at Rineanna. · And allow 
t hese sacred remind e :·s of Gael­
il- n-!s ur:;:-e nre t c collapse h eforc 
i>ur eyes. Thus doe:• t he " pocket " 
P resent nc!!lect the pat riot P ast. 

' 'Deor-a idt.~." 

TRADITIONS OF DOE CASTLE 
(By tr,e late Edward Durnin. 

Ex-N.T., Creeslough) . 
1. MOU N ie Ghio/la Bhrighde 

agus Cai!ilin Ruadlt. 
Long, long ago in limerafa<l. 

there lived a certain man who 
dwelt in a strong hon~e with hi.s 
mother, his wife and his fam­
ily. He had plenty of this world's 
goods and all the household 
we.re ve ry content and happy. 
However, just at the height of 
their prosperity a t errible p la­
gue swept over the land dealing 
death alike t o :-!eh and poor. 
:-Jot a soul was left alive in a ll 
Doe but this man's mothe: and 
l1is younges t daugh;:er. The old 
lad~"s name was Moll Nie 
Ghiolla Bhr igtde, \Vhilc <he 
maiden's riarr.e was Caitilin 
Ruadh. The poor '.voman ,.,·as in 
an awful fright when she saw 
all her friend s and neighbours 
dead around he :·. So takir.g her 
little grand-da ughter by the 
hand she fled from the plagu:­
stricken land. 
Le avin~ Doe behi nd . 1 ight 

over Lou.'(h Salt she went; away 
t h :·ough Kilmacrenan a ::d Lif-
fer she fled and they stoppz-:1 
not until they reached t he 
sunn 1· south. H ere tr.e poor 
wanderers were well received 
their wants were attended to: 
and for a time they were happ~­
cnou!?i1. But thelr hearts yearn­
ed fo~· ,their no:-thern home and 
:i f\(~ r s pcnr.Hn Q seven long ye To 
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in t he sunny sou(h they set out. 
for their old home again. They 
were a ccoml'an ied hy a fa i thfu l 
servant, who attended their 
wants all the lime they ;ived in 
the sout h. 

After a long and weary jour­
ney they reaC'hed their home iu 
Doe. Here . they found not a 
human being. but immense flocks 
and l:erds . In the vacant houses 
they found big stockings filled 
;with gold. N ew what to do with 
so much riches they knew not. At 
last a happy thoug.ht occured to 
Kathleen. 

"Oh Granny" says she "do you 
know wh at •we will do. We wi!l 
b uild a castle just like the .castles 
we saw in the South". 

Trade 3men w ere found and a 
cast:e was built and Moll and 
Kathleen w ent to dwell the:·e. 
Poor Kathlezn, however. was 
lonely and sad fo r she had no 
companion of her own age. S :ime­
times .she walked along the sea 
shore, watching t t e tide or sat on 
a rock view ing t.he salmon as 
they jumped and sported around 
Bishop's Isle on their way to 
Lackagh and (;'len Lough. But 
her favourite walk ·was tl:rou~h 
Duntally wood and up ta the 
highe~t point of Umreafad. Here, 
on beautiful summer evenings 
s he would sit f:i r hours. 

One evening Kathleen was 
seat ed, as usual. on the heigtt.• 
of Umerafad she "Was surprised to 
see a cloud of d ust arise from be­
hind the hills . Sudden ly a t roop 
of hor:;emen b urs t into view. 
They ca me swiftly t ow.ards her 
and before sl:e realised it she was 
surrounded by the soldiers. Poor 
Kathleen was frightem'd but the 
lcarlcr - a fine cln;;hing youn•t 



n~ a!J · - roJt.: f.J1 wu1-..l •ll'lll ~; ~•ill. 
" l<'<tir yo1in .~ maiden. be HOt 

afraid. fo r neither I nor · rny men 
will do you harm but pray tell 
me how came you here for we 
hav e been rid ing s in<:e we came 
ashore this morning and you are 
the first human being we have 
met". 

Thus reassu red, Ka thleen ex­
pfained hew s he and her grand­
mother dwelt in a castle nearby 
and, to make a long story short. 
he and his followers a·Ccompanied 
Kathleen thither. 

A nd ·who, mav be ask ed. was 
t his 

0

dashing yo~ng man'? He was 
on e M i:c Sweeney - leader of a 
band of gallowglasses-but where 
he came from is riot so easy to 
!lay . Some say that he came from 
S cot1a!1d, as in tho5e days pro­
fession.a l soldiers hired thern­
ce!ves to the chieft a i.!ls. So in all 
likelihood MacSweeney came 
<i.cross t o offer his services to 
some Irish chief. 

The uoshot of :'.\llacSwe?ney's 
visit ·was that he and Kathleen 
Roe fell in love and, in due 
course, were rr.arried and thus 
into the hands of the Mac­
Sweeneys fell the Castle cf Doe. 

·Mae:Sweeney t ook service with 
O'Donnell and rendered him s uch 
good service, that h e was appoint­
ed by O'Donnell over a n u mber 
of diHricts (dTuaiih) . Hence tte 
name Caislean na dTuaith, i.e .. 
The Castle of the Districts . 

11 MURROUGH MM,I, 
MAC SWEENEY 

Murrougri ~as named Mur­
rou_gh Mall from being the last 
of O'Donnell's chiefs• to a rrive 
with his followers at the Battle 
of Fears ad Suileact in 1567. The 

l>a t1k w;J·~ hCtl wht.:1.1 l\l,11::-lwe<;• w) 
al'rivetl from !Joe and o·uonne:t's 
troops were being driven back 
slowly, but surely. bv the forces 
Of Sean O'Neill. The O'Donnell 
wa·s in· no good humour. 

".Is T usa .l\1urach Mall," arsa 
seisean. 

"Chan e, acht is mise Murach 
i n-.am," says MaeSweeney. And 
he was. 

111 COMMUNICATIONS WITH 
DOE CASTLE IN THE OLDEN 

' DAYS 
The main road bet,ween East 

·snd West Donegal did .not run 
as at oresent as tl»e road through 
Barne~ Beg was nof constructed 
until the year 1849. In former 
time.$ the road to the west ran 
from Letterkenny to Kilmacren­
nan and then straight uphill via 
Golan and Lough Salt, then 
downhill into t he village of Glen. 
across L ackagh and so on west­
wards. TJ-·e castle w.as conven­
iently situated for observing the 
cross ing of the Lackagh river, 
hence there 'was a strategic reas­
o.n for iti; site. 

IV SIR MILES :)lacSW,EENEY 
In the Plantation of · Ulster he 

was given l,500 acr es in the 
neighbourh ood of Dunfanaghy, 
w t.ere he was allowed to hold 
two fairs yea rly. The gr eater por­
tion of his lan d was on the Ho.r::i 
Head promontory. then called 
Corran Binne. At a place called 
MuintermeHan he built a fortifi­
ed dwelling afterwards called 
Horn Head House. It is· n ow oc­
cupied by Mr. William Durn ing. 

· Sir Miles was abhorred by the 
country people to whom .):le was 
very cruel. We do not know the 
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date -Of his death, but the story 
was. t hat he had some business 
with the authorities in Derry and 
that he died o n his way home, at 
Kilmacrennan, in great want 
and misery. His .>on, Donogl:, i n-

. herited his lands. 

V THE GREAT FEIS AT DOE 
CASTLE IN 1905 

b t he year 1905 there was a 
:;reat gathering of Gaels at the 
Castle. I, myself helped to orgt·­
nhe the meeting by a '.'ting as its 
~£creta1y. The meeting was held 
o~ a beautiful July d.ay. Thous­
and > of people from an over the 
country assembled at Creeslough 
and hc::ided by Tu.rlough Mac 
Swee:iey, t he famous piper, we 
marched from Creestough dow~1 
through Duntally wood along the 
a P.cient road to the castle. Piper 
MacSv.eeney played 'McSwine's 
March' as we went ·along. 

T he evening's programme c::n­
sisted of songs and dancing .as 
well as Gaelic games a nd com­
petitions and some speeches were 
delivered. Everybody enjoyed 
the occa>ion very much. 

VI PIPER TURLOUGH 
MacSWEENEY 

Turlough Ma<'.Sweeney, the 
piper, was a very interes ting 
man. He w2s ta ll and powerful 
and claimed to be a direct de­
scendant of the MacSweeneys of 
Doe. He w;,s a very famous pip­
er and .won the first prize at the 
piper.5' comp etition . held a t the 
World Fair, Chicagn. in 18H6 I 
k '.leW l': im well .. On .on£ . occasion 
f:e v isited Horn Head House and 
was walking around viewing t hi> 
place when he .w,as accosterl by 
old Charles F. Stewart-·-a gruff 
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old landlord-who wanted to 
know what · was his business 
there. MacSweeney replied that 
.he just took a walk into Horn 
Head to view t he place that once 
belonged 1o his ancestors. He put 
his hand into his pocket and pr:o­
cluced a document, which proved 
to be the title deeds -Of the grant 
of the Horn Head property given 
to Sir 'Mi:es MacSweeney. 

StEJw.art r..ad much more re-
spect for MaeSweeney after-
wards. 

TWO TRAGIC ROMANCES 
ASSOCIATED WITH DOE 

CASl'!,E 

I, Tile first story of bro.ken ro­
mance was -recorded by -."W. · H. 
F loredice, " (op. cit.) and as told 
by the author of "The Family 
History of Hart of Donegal,1' 
runs a s follows : 

"Beneath the compartment. 
1which has now been converted 
into a kitchen, was a well. 
whic'l'; is now filled in, ' and was 
i ntended to supply . the inhabit­
ants of the castle during a 
scige. Sir Mulmorcy McSwi.11e 
being beseiged by Sir Richard 
Bingley , and b elieving his nep­
hew, Hugh McSwir 2 (who had 
come to warn him of ti':c treach­
ery of une of the garrison) , to 
be 'himself the traitor, st r uck 
at him with an axe. Hui;th's 
betrothed. Judith ::\frSwii.1e, 
rushing forward to protect him, 
received the blo N and s tagger­
ed back int o the well. A, be­
lief pr,~vailed amorigst the 
country people th t on the .an­
niversal'Y of J udi h's death her 
spirit. ar.d that of her murder­
er glide at mid-night along the 
battlements of tr e castle- the 



!armer in .white \vith goideri 
wings folded on her shoulders 
--the latter in black robes, 
half revealing in h is cowl a 
visage of fiendish and most un­
comfortable a spect . Although 
t hi :> belief has par tially die:l 
away, the maids still go about 
in · couples afte:- n ightfall; and 
some declare, while tending 
the fire in the highest chamb­
er of the tower they have seen 
gle<ims of light flash from the 
eyes of the sculptured face 
.which ornaments the mantle­
•piece and is general1y known 
as 'Mulrorey's head' ". 

sir Miles Mac Sweeney was n ot 
besiged by . Sir Richard Brug Ley; 
- in fact t he c nly occasion on 
w hich he might have been b :::­
seiged in Doe Castle was pr ior · to 
'his escape from t he vengeance of 
Red Hugh O'Donnel l. 

2. T ile story of To!"lcgh Og. 
O'Boyle and Eileen 1MacSweeney 
is one of t he popular Tomances 
in the folklore of Tirnonail. For 
this •we h ave to tha nk or to blame. 
the late Niall MacGiolla Bhridhe, 
t he poet of Creeslough, who con­
tributed much toward s its popu­
larity with his ballad ; 

''TURLOGH OG. O'BOYLE'' 
"Wild arc t he h il'.s of Donegal t hat frowning d.arkly r ise 

As if t o meet the mist l·~ at falls upon !them from the sk ies. 

D ark, d ark t he hills, a nd darker still the mountain torrents flow, 

Yet still more dark was Mu!murrough's heart in his castle halls of 

Doe. 

F air are the plains of Donegal , and calm the ·Winding streams 

Flow gently by each t ut and hall beneath the pale moonbeams, 

But plain or strea m -0r meadow green or flower upon the lea 

We re n-0t rno!·e fair u~an Mulmurrough's child, so sv;eet and fair 

was she . 

.. Stout gr ew thl o-uks o.f Donegal, and straight t h e a she n t ree. 

Ami stout and s trong its sons so tal l, their country's pride to see, 

But oak or ash , or young en all, e'er trod on Irish soil 

\\'ere not more stout, swift, straight or s trong than the Chief ot 

Clan O'Boyle. 

He was the pride of Faugher side, near the hills of Ba:tymore , 

F or feat.s of strengt h none equalled him from F anad to G:weedore, 

An-d he would go th rough frost and snow on a merry Christmas Day 

With a ringing cheer to hunt the deer from iti> haunts in dark 

Gl envelgh· 
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1\11•.l ~Jfltcn i11 DuntriJI,\· W1w1t h e'd h1•ul t.bt? .leer ·ar !• ~ h <1.1 c, 
:Uu t. Ute wi\chllg ~kc 1 · th.1.l l11-:: 11ghl ·him h en: wtis Mu:rn urrough',; 

daughter fair, 
And there was no man in an tl":e land. e r trod on frish soil, 
Mul:nu:rough's daughter lcved so well as Tur:ough Og O'BoyJe . 

In Duntally .vv·ccd as tfSt he cot:!d his lcve to her he vowed, 
But t er fathe·r, ove1he2r ing him chast ised O'Boy:e aloud. 
In h sugh1y pride he say£ : 'Abic e in Fa ughter by the sea, 
But you'll never \\·Cd the duughter of Mulmunough an Bh<t!a 

Bhuidhe. 

In his litEe boat O'Boyle would floa t, a-fisting he wou'.d go. 
With l:ook and line to Lackagh st:·eam that runs by Castle Doe, 
High on the ca:;t:e's tower of strength, r.is darling was confined, 
A!ld :m its !oft y bat tlcn:er.ts in sorrow deep she pi !1ed. 

By Doe Cast!e stra!ld two beats lay manned to wait the risi:lg t ide; 
Mulmi.:rrough th:re in chief ccmrr. and right cowardly did hide, 
And as O'Boyle his homeward cou :se steered by fr.e Bi:;hop's Isle. 
They there way:aid and a priscn€r made of the fearless you~1g 

O'Boyle. 

They tcok him to Doe Ca!:tle, in sh ong it ons he was boun d 
A nd by Mulmuuot:gh w::s ccnfined to a dungeon underground , 
And in a frw days :aft e1 wa1 ds, ber.eath the Castle wa 1!, 
Four- stahvard iuffians tore a biEr ;wrapped in a funeral p a'. l. 

Young Aileen from her tower on high beheld this mournful scene: 
In m ute an:aze she oast her gaze on the castl2 ~raveya:-d green 
Where. i:;ale in death, l::ei: ic'e a mound of fr eshly r isen coi:. 
The p all rf rr'.-0ved, she then beheld the featt:res of O'Boy!e. 

T !-.en with a sh riek she madly jumped f1om the tower t o the grouml. 
Where by ;!",er faithful wa iting maid her gory corpse was found. 
And in Doe Castle gravi:y.ard green beneath the mouldering soil, 
Mu!munough's daiighter slet:~.s in death with Turlough Og .O'Boylc. 

A!:d fishes ~ay a:c ng H·.e l:c::r:h a ph::n tom boat is ;:ccn 
To gently glide by pa'. 2' m:Jo,lig!: t adow:i by Lackagh stream 
While in that boat two figures sit and on each face a smile 
They sa y it is young Aileen and her Turlough Og O'Boyle." 
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Thi;,; v~rbiou uf .lhe l.oallacJ w a:> 
gfvun, b.1· .Mr. J\J1d rt:w ~foe Ill· 
ty·:e, t o "Deocaid he" t he author 
of · an ex <'ellent series of articles 
which appeared, some yea:·s ago, 
in "The People's Press" u nder 
the t it le "Wild West DGnegal". 
HDeocaid he" a lso ohtainec! the 
foDowing inter esting bibl iozrap­
hica l detai ls from ~fr. Mac ln­
tyre :-

"T!ie ballad \\ ai; composed 
fifty-nine or s'.x '. y yea:·s ago by 
Nia!: Mac Gioila Bh: ighde. It 
was not published until som:: 
;; ca1s la ter. It is sung to ~ ve::y 
plaintive an d charac ~eristic old 
lrisil air which was fi:·st put to 
words hY t ha t fine t:aditional 
Si!1ge:, An t on Mbac A Bhaird of 
K no:.1mafaugher (who i3 still 
happil,1· with u;;) . Nia:l the 
at.:t hcr , is n ow bu t a few :1e:us 
d ead . 

"T he ;\ il· is recorded :a 'Songs 
of l.lladh' by the rate Hel'be.rt 
Hughes - a voh1me publi:>hed 
scme forty odd years ago. Ex­
pert i!'l Irish music as he un­
doubted ly was, Hughes despair­
ed ot notin~ foe a ir exactly aE> 
he had heard it sung, and so it 
wa5 printed in his 'Songs of 
{)]a,dh' without ha:s to divide 
the time. 

"The scn g wa~ .. sung to Hughes 
bi.: a Po rtnahlagh fi sherman, 
J am ie ~IcGinl ey of Pa1,kmore, 
on hoar::! the lu,g~er •St. Am­
brnse' on the occasion o f an ex­
cursion to Tory I~land. Among 
the passengers were Francis 
Joseph Bi.,ggar·. Herbert and 
Fred Hu i?hP.s and several others 
from RP. lfa.st . 

"Tlie hallad was first printed 
by Standish O'Grady in his 'All 
Ireland Review' a little over 
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furl .'· y c<tL; <1;.:o . Mr. O'Gr<v.ly 
wa s ~ ta .v· ing in John Mul'an's of 
B .·E:gny a t the tim~. While 
there h~~ met Niall-ai:d also 
puh!'.sh:d another o f h i ; ballad s , 
v iz . 'Cha:·llc of Feym ore'. ' ' 

The rcman::e as nara ted in 
the ba:Iad is ·substantially simil­
ar to that w.r ich now p.a.sses as 
the tradition a l version of the tra­
gedy. The followin g biographical 
notices of the , sui;>posed, hero. 
Turl-Ogh Og O'Boyle . . of Faugher 
c .'.! stle, near Creeslough, are now 
pres t:nted. n ot for the purposed 
of debunking t he romance. but, 
rn:ely. in the interest s of histori­
cal truth. 

Turlogh Og O'Boyle, believed 
to be the build er of the castle of 
Faugher, was the son of T eig Og. 
head of the O'Boyle clann, who 
died in the yea r 1607. O'Boyle's 
first wife, ,Mary, daughter of 
Conn O'Donn ell, (? fa ther of Sir 
Niall (; arbh). died in t he yeaT 
1601 ra nd, his second wife, "the 
L.ad.v Hc nori a Burke," survive::l 
him. That Turl :Jgh Og. O'Boyle 
was t'he son of O'Boyle's first 
marriage is evident from the fact 
trat he 1was old enough to obtain 
:and to enter into possession of 
!2JOO a C'res of J.a nd in the pre­
cinct of D oe in 1610/ 11. By 1611 
Carew report:::d to his royal ma~­
ter that" . . . T yrlagh O'Boyle, 
;With se rvants an d followers T€­

moved (from Kiltoorish) t o the 
p ropor tion assigned to him" and 
1by 1618-1619 Ca.ptain Pyhnar was 
able to repo1 t t hat" . ; . . Tyrlogh 
Roe (!" is son Torlogh . Og. was 
b orn some time previously and 
Tu:logh Og, senior, became Tur­
logh Roe) hath 2,000 a cres call­
ed Carrowbleagh, .and Comas. He 
hath built a good Bawn and a 



llouse of ljme and stone :ctaugh­
er) in which he and his family 
dwelleth." 

In the year 1628 Turlogh Roe 
O'Boyle found himself for a time 
in Lifford Gaol ·as a result of the 
machinations of his renegade but­
ler. Tbe information whioh: this 
spy gave Dublin Castle has many 
interesting observations, and 
from which it would appear that 
O'Boyle was regarded, by Irish 
exiles on the Continent, as the 
foremost Catholic gentleman in 
Tirconail. The information also 
reveals . tl:at O'Boy:e was mar­
ried to one Of the Maguire ladies 
of F ermanagh and that one of 
his brothers was then resident in 
Scotland. The O'Clery Genealog­
ies give these brothers' names as 
Teig Og. Niall and . Felim. It 
·would also appear trom the spy's 

· deposition that Turlogl: Roe 
O'Boyle had managed t o retrieve 
the .ancient family residence at 
Killtorish for he was residing 
there while the t reacherous but­
ler was in bis service. 

The Loyalist Despositions of 
1641-164:~ for County Donegal 
mention that Tudogh Roe 
O'Boyle. his son.. TurJogh O g, 
and his brother, Teig Og, were 
amongst ihe fo~emost rebels in 
the County. A Turlogh O'Boylc 
(either t he fathe r or the son ) of 
B allymore. and a Hugh O'Don­
nell of Ramelton we.re the Coun­
ty Donegal members of the 
Catho1ic Confederate Parlia­
ment, held in Kilkenny City in 
1647. One of them was also re-

ported amongst the \vound~ 
and dead after the ·Battle iof 
Scariffholes in 1650. Both fat,ber 
and son, however, survived / the 
wars and in the confisciition 

I . 
which followed 'furlogh . · Hoe 
O'Bciyle lost all his lands hi the 
'l1arony o f Kilmacrenan. In the 
Cromwelian Census of 1659 'fur­
Jogh O'Boyle is set down as 
Titalado for t he five quarte!·s of 
Kiltoorish, while Teig Og 
O'Boyle was the reside·nt claim­
ant for :Vlaas, also in the pa:::iE!'! 
of iinniskeel. TheY a1so figure 
in t he Hearth Money Rolls of 
1665 as payine: tax for how=es 
in these lwo townlands. O' Harl's 
Irish Pedigrees would have us 
believe that the younger Tur­
logh O'Boyle was the grand­
father of an Ameri.Can Naval 
officer named Boyle of the last 
century! 

F rom this sketc:h of the 
O"Boyles' association w i t h 
Faugher it will be seen that 
neither the father nor the son 
d id meet with violent- death at 
tl!.e hands of Si:'. Miles :\lac 
!::weency. er for that matter l1is 
son , Donogh Mor. for both Mac­
Swcenevs were dead \1.v 1641 
i.e.. t \venty years or mo re . hc­
Jo.:-e the O'Bovles of Faughcr 
fade from our ken. 

Everv irenuinr. trad it ion. we 
are told has within itself some 
atoms of fact. w('. wonder whee 
these are to be found in the 
story of Turlogh Og O'Boyle and 
Eileen · Mac Sweeney? 



History of Public Transport 
In Donegal. 

(BY C. A. C'ELKIN). 

For some years bade the sys• 
tern of public t1·ansport in Ire­
land has been · witnessing a re­
volution. T·he years· since the 
end of World War 11 have 
brough t radical changes, no­
where more noticeable than in 
Donegal, where this revolution 
has already deprived the county 
of more than h alf of its railway 
system and threatens compl ete ex­
tinction in the 1!Vurse of another 
decade. A vast area of the · 
county fonnerly served hy t he 
Londonderry & Lough Swilly 
Railway is n<>w totaih- depend­
ent on road trans11o::t·,'· the last 
section of this line, tl~at _.::xtend­
ing from Derry City to B1·idge­
end having been closed this year 
by ·an Order of tlle Government 
in Belfast. It would be inappro­
priate in a wod~ of this kind to 
pass comment on the changes 
that have come, and. a re coming. 
The purpose of this article · is to 
give what must necessarily be 
but a mere outline: .of the his­
tory of the county's transport 
undertakings fr;om the first hal! 
of the nineteenth 'century when 
the railway e:-a · was introduced 
with · the incorporation of the 
Londonder r y & Loul{h Swilly 
Company. 

This d·evelopmcnt was brnught 
a.bout by a special Act of Parlia­
ment in 1853. The company at 
the date of 1ncorporation .found 
that they were unable t o carry 
out t.tie original project in the 
stipula ted time and. it was ten 
years later before the r ailway 
was actually in service. The sys­
tem had its origin 'in an eigl:t 
mile line between Derry City and 
a place known as Farland Point at 
the Southern end of ~ugh Swilly, 
which was opened on Deqeinte r 
3lst .. 1863, on the Irish standard 
guage of 5 feet 3 )ns. An · account 
of the event at the time says 
that t lie incorporation of the 
company was promolL>d hy a 
group of businessmen mostly 
from Great Britain. 

~fr. James Whyte, the . f'rusent 
popular and effic iQn t manager 
and secretary of the Company, 
who has very successfuHy car­
ried through the transition from 
rail to road. has furnished us 
with a very inter-esting account 
of the development of the pro­
ject. T-his tells us that o;!e of the 
promoters of the Corn~_~y was 
Thomas Brassey fto'frl LOndon, a 
leading public works ·contractor 
of his day, and father of the first 
Earl Brassey. M·r . Btn11sey hed 



h.it h1:t'lu tak<m a pi •Jllli r•cnt part iu 
tL1: n :t:la 11 H1ti1111 of thonsm1ds of 
acres of lho 8!cb lands along t he 
sho::;s of Lou.gh foyle arH; a lso 
the upper rca•·hes of Lough 
Swi!'.y. P revious to t hat date the 
t~'o Lcuglts practica l!, - met. Th·e 
reclamat ion of tnis land, be­
tween 1840 and Ul50, p::ovided 
much of the ~round over which 
tr.-e llailway was subsequently 
huilt. Another p1·ominent mem­
ber of t·he group of promotzrs 
was William :\-IcCo!·miL'k ,. ances­
tor of tile famous broadcasting 
Parson. t he R ev. Pat. McC01·mick 
of S t. Martins in the Fields, 
Loadon. . .Mr . -McCorma.ck wa,s 

. M.P . for Derry and mayor of the 
city about the year 18 59. 

The effect of the R!lilway on 
the main industry of t he city 
and port of Der!·y and the 
Count1r of Donegal was quickly 
fplt. Previously most of the busi­
ness was con ducted hy sea in 
sailing shilJs as was prevalent in 

· those d ay$, but the mo:·e con­
venient and t:x:Peditious ti'ans­
pon by rail ve:·y soon ousted 
m any of t hese as it did also 
th~ horse-orawa road transpo!'t 
of tha t .time. It al so had the ad­
vant:ll.(e of giv ing a better se:·­
vice for t li(! fishing industry, 
\Vhich was o f comidea-ble im­
c;o :·tan cc in these days, and it 
is on record th_at in t he early 
aays of. the Company the:·c was 
a ccnsidera•ble Jiusiness i :; t he 
t.!·ansi~ ort of whale · Ii; ub bet· 
brou~ht into Lough Swilly by 
whalers from the A~·ctic seas. 
Th~ Rai lwa \· . was extended a 

yea:· :ater f~·orn Farland Point to 
Bunc!·ana. whit~h was t hen a 
fisll in.i?: villas:e and seaport of 
~om~ import;ince ; Lough Swilly 
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;.i t that t.ime wus an uuxiliary 
Na;,·a ! B :.isc \v<'\ere :;hi ps of .I.he 
Brit;sh Reven ue ~e ._ v i<:e were 
pe::1m.111c111ly st alioncct. no doubt 
fo :- thf' l)Ul'l)OS{> Of ureventing 
sm uggl ing and the i liega'.. acti v­
ities uf ~.muggler~. s.::i pr:o·fal~n ~. 

in that by-gone age. 
Some years afte"· the Ra ilway 

C', _npan_v wus established sil~f'­

ping sen·i1'-zs wirhin Lough 
Swilly we:-c introduced under 
the Company's control and this 
gave ccnnections for goods and 
pass-engers to and L·om t he 
Eastern side of J.,ough Swilly 
across to _the small ports on the 
Western side r hiefly Rathmul­
!an . Ramdton and L ette!'kenny. 
At .that time Lougll ~Swi!ly · was 
an important anch::m:.;e for 
c::ean going ~aumg vessels, 
many of which traded into 
American ports . 

.Ab o u: l. 1860 a .E·E,para t~ c'.J!mpa.ny 
was promoted to run. what was 
then known as the Let terken ny 
R ailway. A good deal of prelim­
inary work went inta · the effort, 
but t he project came to nothing, 
and in 1879 it was taken over by 
t he Ldugh Swilly Company whid:: 
four year s lat er extended its ser­
vices to Letterke nny. Until the') 
the Swirly syst em was run a s a 
broad guage railway. On the h .,;:-; 
companies m erging, it was con­
ve1ted to n arrow ,g uage in 1885. 

The line was extended from 
B uncr ana to Carndonagh · (18 
m iles) in 1901 , and in 1903 
from Letterkenny to Burtonport 
(50 miles) . Til.is brought the 
ktal mileage o f the cnti: e rae­
way up· t.o apprax~mately JOO 
miles. The Bui· tonJ •o:·t extens•on 
ran tt1::cugh the r ugged, rnehy 
mountainou5 ..country of <i'le 



Highlands of Donegal to the 
weste:·n seu!Jvard. There wec·e 
ma•1y geograi::;:1ical and phy.;ical 
d iffkult ies in the wa:; of operat­
i ng : h is seC"ii :m of Uie line. Ou 
two occa 0 ions, in 1908, <111d .again 
in .l n5. .passenger t r a i n s 
were . actually b lown . di . th'e 
Uwenca;Tow Viad'uct, · :J.;hkh 
:;pans a wide ravine in · the" 
mountains, by gales of ~r<eat 

violence (over 100 miies p er 
hour) w :1ich a re so rommon 
there. On the. second O('Casion 
po1·tion of the train fell off t he 
l.iridge in to tJ-~e. : a vine an d ... a 
numbe r o f passengers were k~li~ 
ed and injured. After . that exp.~i~ 
ience the Company put h :'!avy 
weights in the car:·iages to ' hold 
t hem down and stopped a:l 
trains at danger point (80 
m.p.h. ) . . \ . wind gauge was erect­
ed to measur-e wind velocity. 

The Ra1lway riroved Of great 
value during the 1914-18 war. Be­
fore the advent of commerc~ial 

m otor · tran sport as we know it 
to-day, Lough Swilly was the 
most Important naval base in 
Ir~ l and durin~ that pe!'iod and 
at one stage in the early phases 
of the war t he entire Grand 
F leet under Admi: al' .Tellicoe, 
h_un ted off the h i1(n seas by Ger­
man su\Jma!'ines. had to take re­
fuge in Lough Swilly. During 
tl1at period the Railway . was 
called upon to transport .prai::t­
ically· all the 3upplies required 
for th e ve:·>- la!·ge number o f 
wa:· vessels and this cmt.inued 
t~ro~out t.he war. As w·:all as 
t~is, several catnps for training 
recruits were located on tl::e Com­
pany's svst cm . J.arge n umbe:-s 
of s lti pwr er );cd sa ilors off tor­
f1 ~do1.Nl ~hips and Gcr11.1u1r pris-

one!'s were also c arried. 
Thi.s was probably oue of t he 

must importmit !Jhases o f the 
Company's history a's a Railway 
bu t un fc:·tu natc!y within two CJ :: 

th:·ee yea r s after tire eessation 
of' ho:-; tiliti-2·s the Ce~1)p<my ,•pt 
in to financial difficulties due 
to the develo pment of road 
motor t ranspor t , and the impact 
of the Anglo-Ir ish wa!'. T l!c Com­
pany suffered a severe set-.bark 
hy t ile inkrruption of its ra.il 
iiervices due to local host ilities 
which caused the line to he 
rlosed by order of the Bd ti sh 
Militar y autho rities for lengthy 
periods. t his gave added im­
petus to the development of pri­
vate road t:-ansport as a compet­
.i tor o! th::1 Ra ilway and in a r·e-­
lative '.y shcrt t ime caused a di­
ve rsion of tr affic from t he rail­
way, t he public being quick to 
favour local road. ~·ervices for 
both passengers a nd goods, par­
ticularl~- for t he short distances, 
owing to these being more con­
venient and . in some cases even 
cheap~r than the Railw3y. The 
ereation of the "Border", with 
the consequent le"ylng -.i f Cus­
toms Duties on both sides, also 
retarded trade on whi<'h t he 
Ra ilway d epended so much. 
About. 1924 both I ~·ish Govern­
ments der.ided t o subsidise the 
Company . This did not prove a 
re: manent solution because in 
<the tneantime ~·oad t ransport 
continued steadily and inexo1·­
a blv· to ha ve i1s effoct upon 
Hail fraffir . with the re; u1t that 
i>vcntuan\- t il e Company was ob­
liged "to develon i ts own road 
services ; fo!' . boih. pas>enger and 
.~oods iraffir. OllC' re~ult of this 
w.i ;; that the Railway posi t.ion 



tlt!kl't.orated still further uutll 
eventually in JU:l5 it wa,; decid­
ed to . close the Buncrana-Carn­
donagh Exterision (18 miles) 
and "the Lett'erkenny-Burtonport 
Extension (50 miles) which. as 
alrea~y staled, had only been 
O["l€ned in . the early nineteen 
hundreds. This r:educ-ed tlte 
Railway to the position as in 
1883. 

J.u;t before the 1939 war the 
Company's road services extend­
ed over almost :rno miles of 
routes-roughly three times the 
mileage of the Railway and the 
Company's business had incre:is­
ed very considerably in conse­
quence of the provision of this 
more ; popular ty1pe of service, 
which was weJl sup:ported by 
the public for both passengers 
and goods. 

Conversion <>! the gauge to 
three' feet was accomplished in 
1885, sho:"tly after the extension 
of the system to Letterkenny. 
From 1923 to 19;;s particularly 
heavy losses . were incu:rre d by 
the Company-actually £1~1.153 

and to meet this the two Irish . 
Gove:.nments· made grants total­
ling £112.9i30. By far the greater 
portion of the losses was incu::-­
red o'n the operation of the Bur­
tonpo'::t extension, which r e.ii to 
P.owhere. Ma·ny of t:he towns 
and villaii:·es served by it we:·e. 
considerable :distances from th& 
stations-typical e:xamples :,eing 
Dunfanaghy (six miles); Carri­
gart· (.eight milP.s fmm Crees­
Jougn); Dungloe (th:-ee miles) . 
The most formidable competit­
ors. at that tim.~ were · 1Vli-. John 
)Joherty and .\fr. Edwa::d Barr, 
enter1Prisine: Buncranamen, who 
were in rivalry on the Derry-

Elum·ran~t - C.:amdoncwh rout~. 
For some' years ·· previously, a 
Derry firm of motor engineers, 
Messrs. Roberts of Foyle St., 
had been· pioneering with road 
services on the Derry-Moville­
Shrove route. Ther e were also 
1Mr. Joe ·Doherty of Moville, Mr. 
Dan Kearney of Carndonagh, Mc­
Lau~l:Iin brothers of Carndonagh, 
the Ward brothers of Kerrykeel, 
and several ·Others, all in keenest 
rivalry. And then came a Belfas t 
·businessman, H. M. Catherwood, 
pione.er of long-distance 'hus 
travel in· Ireland> who was first 
really tci· give a door-to-door 
passenge!' road service. The ac­
quisition by the Loug·h Swilly 
Company of these privately-own~ 
ed concerns nroved not an easy 
accomplishment. 

In some parts of Co. Donegal 
t h-e road·s oroved. unsuitable for 
diuses. After an attempt to oper­
ate a b~s service to Dung!oe 
and Burtonport for a period of 
eight weci, ,, in the s;pring of 
1931. the r omoanY was · obliged 
to terminate the ~ervice at Gort­
ahork, 20 mi.les short of the la,t­
ter towri, brna use of bad road 
con:Uiions and becau~e the Don­
egal . County Council threaiened 
legal proceedings. This autho~·-

ity eventually Claimed £710 
from thP · comPanv for alleged 
damage to Uie roads in question. 
The claim was amkably settled 
but the -company .. ,had to under­
take that it wciuld not run ser­
vices in '· the a~·ea ·in future with­
out permission. This enforced 
change •in the policy hrought 
about the restoration Of paE­
senger train services to tLe Bur­
toniport extension. Goods traffic 
on the railway also dwindlerl 

fu9. 



wHh tl•t ttot1vu1ks .iu ·lhc pus­
~cugcr :;c1Vi<:c:; and the growth 
of private lorri·e!:>. Nevertheless, 
considerable savings resulted 
even from t-he partial implemen­
tation of the company's s~heme 

and the establishment of the bus 
services, even on a limited scale, 
proved a sound one. The defec­
tive roads we:·e eventually mo­
cternised hY' the Co uny Council 
with the aid of Government 
grants. 

Suspension of the t~aln scr·­
vice on the Lettcrkenny- Bur­
tontlort extension line oceurred 
on June 3, 1940. At the same 
time t he few remaining passeng­
e r trains on the Letterkenny­
Derry line were withdrawn. 

The first of these moves caus­
ed considerable local opposition 
as it was felt that difficulty 
would be experienced in the 
transport away from North-West 
Donegal ports of such local pro­
ducts as fish. On one occasion 
during track r·emoval, a hostile 
crowd of some 200 .people s top­
ped the work a t Crolly B!'idge. 
This action foilowed a me·eting 
at which it was resolved to pre­
vent the railway company from 
fu::ther lifting the L-ack. How­
ever, the company, wi th the aid 
of the autho rities. persist·~d, 
and the work was completed 
from Burtonp-0rt to Gweedore by 
the w inter of l!H0-1941. 

During the war the shortage. 
of petrol made it necessary for 
.the eompany to re-open the 
Letterkenny - Gweedore section 
in 1941 for goods trnffk-chiefly 
turf for fuel-and in 1942, fol­
lowing an air raid . on DerJ'y­
the Derry-Buncrana Section for 
p assenger as well as goods traf-
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fie; the retluadulll u~tscs lhus 
rl!'.eascd were used for strength­
ening se ~·vices far removed from 
the railway. There was a consid­
erable increase in the vo:ume of 
t::affic offe!'ed to the company, 
and sufficient profits were earn­
ed to enable dividends to he 
paid in 1942 for the first time 
in over 20 years. 

The moto::-ferry service loe­
tw.cen Fa·han a:r:id Rathm.ul lan 
was discontinued in 195-2, and 
with its cessation went a unique 
distinction-that of t he company 
operating on road, rail and sea. 
Now t he company has an even 
more rare dis tinction-it is still 
a railway company in name, but 
it has no railway to work. 

Most of the bus services are 
daily, that to . Buncrana with 
ce1·tain journeys connecting to 
and from Inch I sland normally 
operating on an .hourly Schedule, 
which at rush periods is huilt up 
·t '.'> ·a fcur-m1nute headway. O'~her 
routes are as follows: Derry­
Ca:ndonagh Malin Head; 
Derry · - Moville - Shrcove; 
Moville - Carnd'onagh; Der ry 

Newtownc.uirningham or 
Bridge End- Lette:·kenny; Bun­
cran a - Carndonagh; Letter­
kenny - Churchhill ; Lett·er­
kenny - Rosapenna - Down­
ings; Letterkenn~- - Pol'tsa!on; 
Letterkenny Gweedore -
Burton port; Falcarragh - Bun­
·beg - Dungloe; )1ilford - Por t­
salon - Shannagh; and Milford 
and Kilmacrenan. As it will lbe 
seen, most of the~e services 
centre in L et terkenny and tim­
·ed connections a1·e made be­
tween them ther e to facilitate 
through journeys to Derry : 

To maintain these services, 



there is a f.ieet of tlo buses, in~ 
eluding six double-decker s. 

'fr·~ administ:·ative offkcs oi 
the undcrtakin~ a :·e situated i n 
Dt:T .\ at Pennyhurn, integra ting 
ro ad and rail ope:-at ion . This is 
t h2 original railway deJiot s it­
uated 0:1 the Northe rn bound­
a ry of th e city. a facto~· which 
conL'iliu ted to t.he popularity of 
the bu s servic.es that reached the 
town eentre. Besides gal'aging 
and servicin_g most of Hie bus 
fleet and a la!',ge numbe r of the 
goods vehiel-es in Der~·.v , there 
exists a well-equipped· workshc'P 
for major overhauls and running 
!'epairs o! all :·oad and rail· ve­
hicles. With the exception of 
cran!\sltaft gr inding, every pro­
c·ess in the reconditioning of ve­
hicles is car!·ied Ol~'. . 

There i s a e:ood-sized garc.ge 
at Letterkenny and su!::-depots 
or dormy sheds at Bun crana, 
Carndonagh. Moville, R amelton, 
Burtonport, Downings and Po: t­
sa lon. In Derry {Great J ames 
Stre~t). a waiting-rcom. inquiry, 
lUggage, pa!·cels and took.ing of­
fices are maintained. The Bun­
c;ran a r oute. which is doubl·>. 
de~ked. leaves from the adjoin­
ing P atrick Stl'eet. On all the 
routes from Derry, tim:.: is al­
lowed for customs examination 
and each bus ca:·ries a cust oms 
pass book for the s il(natures of 
6lficials. Some few years ago the 
Company erected a magnificent 
bu ilding at Buncrana, where 
waiting rooms. wasl:-up ancl 
sanitar y conveniences, as well as 
catering facilities, are provided 
for passengers. This is one of the 
most elaborate :public tranrn'Jr ~ 

b uild ings to be found anyv;hcre 
in proviucla l I relancl. 

The directors of ti:ie compan j' 
arc Cul. Sir Basil McFarla·n rl, 
Bart., {chairman) . Dr. .J. Mc­
Cormick, Mr . .T. A. Piggot. :\fr . • T. 
'1'. M'Farland Hild Colonel .J. M c:­
Laug;hlin. Othe r officials a r:! Mr. 
S . H. Bell. acr.ountant, and Mr .. l. 
Armst!·cng. merhanirnl cngin· 
eer. and the!·e ar.e some 400;4l0 
statf on the llnde"·tak ing. It is 
inte::estin1t to note that the re­
maining railway section of the 
undertakin!!' nrovided ahout 10 
per cent. of the gross earnings, 
yet required ;33 'jler cent. of t he 
total staff to operat~ it. 

Altho ugh the Lough Swjjjy 
company is r elative!,\ sm'1ll com­
pared with the nationali sed 1?011-

cems on both sides of th.e Irish 
sea, it wou.ld appear that the 
much-tallo.ed-c-f in teg:·atbh ui 
road and !·ail t ransport offe:·s 
possibiliHes if the prob!e m is ap­
:proached in a realistic way and 
that the operating o:·ganisation 
on the one hand and the corn· 
·petent authority. whether it ·he 
the Gove!11ment. a co'.Tlm1ss:o n 
or C'xecutive on th e oih.~r hand, 
.applies itself diligently to the 
pro.lilem of m eeting public r e­

·quiremen t.s e'ffecti vely te<ause 
in the final an u:ysis t-hat is what 
it amounts to. 

F rom the p-0int of view of hi s­
tor~· it is interesting to record 
that when in 1903 King Edward 
VII and Queen Alexandra vlr­
ited Ireland t he royal party 
landed at Bunerana P ie :· and 
travelled to D erry on the Lough 
Swilly Railway. The Ro' al ', rain 
t ravelled right into the h eart of 
the city, its distinguished pas­
senge!·s .. beini;: able to al igiit a!­
most al the Gui ldhnll, cen tre or 
the {' jty':; dvi<' a1lm ini ~hnli on, 



THE LATE SIR JOHN McFARLAND, BART. 
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011c of th~ fir:;t chuirn1t'l1 of 
fh0;; l,ough :::iwill,v Cou11Ja 11.v wa::; 

Sir J ohn .J\acFal'l<rnd, B<iri.. Aber­
foy le. D erry, whose son, Sir Basil 
McFar la nd. Bar l.. 11ow occupies 
t ha t office. Tl'.e first was a Mr. 
James Clay. Sir John assumed 
office in 1896 and it is note­
worthy that it was under his 
chairmanship that the line had 
its era of greatest progress, main­
t aining a d ividend of 7 per cent 
on it s ordin ary shares fo.r many 
yea rs prior t o the 191/i/18 wa.r. 

mE G.N.R. IN DONEGAL 
The Coun ty Donegal Ra ilways 

(Joint Com m ittee), as it is styl­
ed tc-day, is as the name sug­
gests, under the joint ownership 
of the G .N.R. and the Br itish 
T ransport Commission. 

The Finn Valley Railway was 
opened fr om St rabane lo Str an .. 
orla1· in 1863 and was subse­
qu.ently extended to Glenties 
and from Donegal lo Killybegs. 
This Company was amalga ma ted 
with the Coun ty Donegal Ra il­
way in 189-1. The C.D.R. lost its 
a utonomy in l 906 when the n ar­
rO\.,. gauge railways of the :South 
County Donegal came unde.r t he 
j oin t ownership of the G.:N.R . 
and th e L. M.S. ( \' .C.C.). Those 
impor tan t lines had not an en­
t i1·ely successful career. fin an­
ci aE\· speaking, and n egotiations 
resuited in the arrangement for 
their futu re control hy t\vo !broad 
gauge com pan ies, one I rish and 
one En.g!ish . The Coun ty Doneg­
a l Railways J oint Committee 
cam~ into be in g on May l s t, 
1906, and is still operat ing as 
such . 

An ex t ension constructed ·by 
the Mid1nnd Railway Company 

t' ll uarrvw gauge frum l':i l ral.>a111.: 
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to D" ny was OPt:n " ll u11 .ra uuary 
lst.. UJ0 4. by the Brili::;h con­
tro:led :\lid!ancl Railway, bu t it 
was not remunerative. This line 
runs pa:·nllcl to ii12 G.N.R. line, 
·hu: on t ile olhc l· s ide of t he 
River Foylc . 

A line construe.led by the 
E nn iskillen - Bundoran R ailway 
Co., 35~ miles long, wa s opened 
on June 13. 1866, and th is later 
:b-ecame the property of t he 
Ir ish North Westem R ailway 
Co .. and later st ill the G.N .R., 
who tO:.day have the privilege 
of serving t his pe>pular resort . 
T he li.·ish Highlands Hotel a t 
Bundoran, was t aken o ver b y 
the G .N.R. a.nd complet el y re­
novated by Act o f Parliament in 
1897. The . Londond·erry-Enn iskil­
len R ailway opened a line, hroad 
gauge, for ihe 14 miles sect ion 
from Sh:ahane to Derry on 
Aprii 19, 1847 , and this f o1"ms 
part of the main G.N.R. line be­
tween Derry and Belfast via 
Strabane . Omagh, Dunganno n 
and P ortadown. 

THE c.o.R. 
F rom the pen of S . J . Carse. 

a recent i~~:ue· of ·the Journal of 
the Irish Railway Record Soc­
iety, giv•es an in teresting sur· ·ey 
of the working of foe Coun ty 
Donegal Railways. T he Finn 
Valley Railway C o. , th~ article 
states . was incorpora ted May 
15. 1860, and tl1e fi rst sod was 
cut bv the Marouess of Aber­
corn on S·eptemher 9, 1851, when 
"His Lordship amidst the ap­
plause o f the assem bk d spect u­
to::s. dives!:.ed h imself of h is coat 
and wheeled away the t urf on a 
h ighly o:·namental barrow, spet:­
ial:y prep ar ed for the occasion." 



'l'l1i,: tc•·c.111<.•l•.\I 1\ :1;: rl'll!.'11\'cd ·by 
a dinnc1· to which all an<i sundry 
were invite::l. The urna; pr omises 
were made by t he contractors 
of reaching the far end o.!: t he: 
line in no time, and the Chai:·­
man, not to 1l1e outdone, predi t t­
ed a dividend of at least 11 'k ; 
but, al.as, n eithe!· of t he~e two 
promises was destined t-0 be ful­
tilled. T he time for o.peuing ex­
tended f::om nine mon '. hs, as 
p:cmised, to t hree y-ears , and 

. the lin e was not opened till 
September 7, 1863. T he . Lord 
Lieutenant of Ireland. Earl Car­
lisle, thou~ht the o [:casion of 
sufficient ·imnortance to attend 
and in a 'felicitous speech derlar­
ed the line open to t r affic. In 
orc~er to avoid a bridge across 
t he R iver M-0urne, the junction 
with the I r ish North We:>tern 
Railway was made a short di~­

tance south oJ: S trabane. 

Lord Liffo:·d, the Chai!·man , 
announced that he had set h im­
self the t ask of lmilding a Tail­
\llay whfrh f::>r economy in con­
s t:uctiun \Voultl he an example 
nGt m erely t o the l !nited King­
d om, but to the whole (·ivilised 
wcrld. The entire line, in c!uding 
tom· stations, but exclusive o r 
::ol".ing sto:·k, cost £70,000. a·bout 
£5,30-0 per mile. T he F .V.R. at 
first possessed rv.} rolling stock 
of its ovvn: a con tract was m:id·e 
with the l.~. W.R. to supp~y en­
gines , ca n·iages and wagon,., and 
to work the line fa~· 10 yea:.-s for 
:J5 % of the traWc r ct'eipts. After 
the 10 years a new arr:rngement 
w:;.s m ade: the F.V.R 'bought 
ca:Tiag~s ar.d wago!lS, while the 
I.N. W.R. supplied engine powtr 
for 9d per mile and rec~ived a 
fbced :;;tJm f{>r permiss ion to 

11·•.•1.'k lnl•1 ·Sb';!l>aU\!. 'J.'lrn t"~t·eipl:, 
of the F .. \' .R. in l'reased from the 
opening until 1878, wh.~n the 
earnings were £7,000 per annum, 
equal to a•bout £10 per mile per 
week, a dividend of 2! % being. 
paid on the o~·dinary stock. 
After that y·ear, however, the 
revenue dr·oflped, and i n 1881 
payment of dividends on t he o:-­
dinary stock h ad to be suspend­
ed. The West Donegal Railway 
was granted powe:·s on .Ju:y 31. 
1872, to b~ild a 3 ft. gauge l ine 
from Stranorl ar to D onegal 
town. 18 m iles. The line was 
opened t-0 D ruminnin (now 
Lough Eske) on Ap:.-il 25, 1882, 
and thence to Donegal town ·On 
September 16, 1889 . 
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On June 27, 1892, the F.V.R. 
and the W.D.R. were amalgam­
ated under th~ title of tl ie Don­
egal Rai lway Company. In their 
Report of 1881! the R oyal Com­
miss~on on Irish Public Works 
made suggestions for the devel­
opment of the Iris·h railway sys­
t-em bv means of Liaht Railways. 
As a n~sua the Light Railways 
fin~laEd) Act. <lf 1889 was pass­
ed, which appli ed wher-2 the pro­
moters made an agre~ment for 
the work ~ng of t he line 'by an 
exbting railway company. The 
Stat e aid took the fo:c·m of a free 
grant towards the cost ·Of con­
strut·tion. The Strano!·l ar-Gl·en­
ties section was const:-ucted un­
der t he pr ovisions of the F.V.R. 
(Stranorlar to Gtentk~s) Order. 
1891. at a cost of £124,8~6. of 
whil'h £ 123,886 \Vas provided hy 
Gove!·mnent grant, aEd £ 1,000 
hy t he issue of stock to which 
was attached a Ba!.'<mial Guaran­
te-e which ceased on the passing 
of the Great Northern ( Ireland) 



and .Mid.laud H:,·ilway~ Ad , l :IOG. 
All:?r lhc ama 'gamati rm <>f t he 
F.V.R. eh~ Donegal Ra l!way Co. 
completed tlie c-onsL·uc:'.ion -of 
the section. which was opentXl 
June 3, 18!15. From Donegal t°'.vn 
the line was extenrled to Killy­
begs and opened for traffi c on 
August 18, 1893. These railways 
were worked by the D.R., the 
profits , after paying all out­
goings, to be divided equally be­
t\veen t he State and Company. 
As part of this arrangement the 
D.R. u nc!ertook to con ver t the o'.d 
F.V.R. f:·om 5' 3" to 3' gauge, to 
complete the line to Strabane, 
and to p:·ovide a separate st ation 
there. This was done in 1894 and 
on July 16 of that year narrow 
gau·ge t:-ains began to r un through 
to Strabane. The Strabane­
Derry line was opened August 8. 
1900, a nd the Donegal-Ballyshan­
non b ranch. September 21, 1905. 
Under the provisions o~ the Great 
Northern (Ire'.and) a_nd Midland 
Railways Act, 1906, the Donega l 
Railway was acquired jointly by 
these two -Companies (except the 
Strabane-Derry section, which 
passed ent irely into Midland 
ownership) and the present 
County Donegal Joint Com mittee 
was established. The Strabane & 
Letterkenny Railway was opened 
January i. 1909. ai :d 8:Xce9t for 
some mineral Ji nes was t he last 
narrow guage railway t o be built 
i.n Ireland. It is owned and \•,;ork­
ed by t he J oint Committee, hav­
ing a ,Board of four n:?presenta­
t ives of the Join t Committee with 
a Shareho:dcrs' Chai rman. l!1 

1923 the Midland passed to the 
L.M. & S.R. (N.C.C.), an d this in 
turn passed to the Railway Ex­
ecutive (British Railways) on 
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Jai.tuary I, HJ.i<J. Thi;! ::.>trnbat1c­
Derry scetion was taken over L>y 
the U.T.A. in J 949 but continues 
t o be worked by the Joint Com­
mittee. 

The distance from Strabane to 
Killybegs is 50! miles. At Stra­
bane the station adjoins that of 
t he G.N.R. and consists of an 
island platform connected by a 
footbridge with the G.N.R. ~n 

practice the services to K illybegs 
use the near side, to Letterkenny · 
and Derry the fa.r side. Adjoin­
ing the station are the tranship · 
yard, goods store, and sidings,· 
and there is a two-road engine 
shed. I,.eaving Strabane the line 
is carried over the River Mourne 
by a steel bridge, and after .tra­
versing a stretch of fa~rly level 
.country the frontier be tween t he 
Republic of Ireland is crossed by 
a bridge 150 f t . lo~'lg. Clady station 
is 4,+ miles from Strabane, and 
Castlefinn 6 rr. iles. Botr; are Irish 
Customs posts , Preventive St aff 
work being done at Clady and 
Executive work at Castlefinn, 
w here both platforms are si·gnal­
led 'for each direction, so that 
trains can be brought into up or 
down pl atforms as conve11ient. 
The Imperial Customs Post is at 
Strabane. Between Cast1efin:1 and 
Stranorlar are Lisco'.ll}' H alt . 8 
m iles; K illygordon, 9~ miles, and 
Cava n Halt . ll i! miles . At Stran­
orlar (13~) miles are the head­
quarters of t he Comm itt ee and 
the principal locomotive sheds. 
The Locom otive, Railcar , Ca rriage 
and Wagon Shops , an d the Ccn­
eral Stores and Offices are situat­
ed here and there .is extensive 
siding accommodation. 

On leaving S tranorlar the !in~ 



tn. · ~m?'5 lho Fltin :Rh·u· l•y a d•1n~ 

viaduct a11d begin,; the ;i ~i·t·nl ol' 
Barnesmorc bank. Ti1c gradient 
is 1 in 59 for t he fi r st mi!e, then 
I! miles at 1 in 50 to ~Jecnglas 
H alt, followed by l in (iO to the 
summit at mi miles; t here is a 
short level stretch past Lough 
Mourne, t hen 1 in 67 to .Ocrg 
Bl"idge (2l?f miles ) which is t rie 
highest point on t!1e lir!e, ;,91 ~ ft. 
above Ordnance d atum. Thence 
t he line descends ut l Li £if) 

through t he Barnesmore G :ip to 
Barncsmore Halt, and drops at 
frequent ly <·hanging g:·adient,; 
(Wilh some slight uphill st ~·etch­

es ) past Clar Bridge H alt and 
Lough Eske to Donegal. From 
Donegal the line follows the seu­
coast most of the way, passin£ 
Killy:nard Halt (situated in a 
valley between a fa ll at 1 in !i l 
and the 1~ miles long G '.en bank 
to Mountchar lcs a t 1 ill 40). 
Mountcha1·les, Doori11 Road H <\lt, 
Mullinboy Halt , Inver, Port H a lt. 
Dunkineely, Bruck!ess, Ardara 
Roa i Halt, to Killybegs ( 50} 
miles). The~e are a number of 
sWf gra::lic!'lts o:i this section , .the 
w orst beinp. l in 40 0~1 u 7 .1• c~iu;n 
curve at S ea!1.ill, Dunkince:y. 

The St:abar..e :1nd L ettcJkenn.Y 
Railway, 19* miles long, swiniS 
shar ply to the ri~ht on leavin~ 

Straba ne , and crosses the j'.lini n~ 

of the R ivers Fin n and :vloutn~ 
by a gi:·der bridge 2~u feet lo:v~ . . 
Lifford H ult is 1 mile from S t ra­
b ane and is the Irish c ustom J 
post. Sidings are 9roviclcd for 
wagons w aiting .C:1o;t oms ex ;lmir ­
ation and for ~ocal goods. T ra ins 
alrn pi:k U:!J or !e,tve off mails 
for the Post Office so:·t ing depot 
siL1ated in t he station pre~ises. 
There is a {'rossing loop at Rap-

hoe, li~ 111Uc:J fto111 Sb<tl1<1 1 ~c; 
other st:{lioi1s <11.·~1 B;,i llhulraii, 
Coolaghey Halt, Convoy, Corna­
gillagh Halt, and Glenmaq uin 
where t here was formerly a cross­
ing loop. but it was removed 
many years ago. The longest 
gradients are R aphoe bank , Vi 
miles a t 1 in -1 5, and Convoy 
bank, 3 miles at 1 in 50/ 87. 

The Stranorlar-G ]er.ties lind, 
24:}- miles :ong. was closed to 
rcg.1\a r t raffic on December 13, 
1947. Since then it has been used 
a few times for special livestock 
traffic , the last time being on 
Septemb er l!J, 1949, when a 
speC'iol ran between St ranor lar 
and Clogha!1 with ~ hcep. The iine 
has Eince bee:1 closed to a li traf­
fic. There were sta tions or halts 
a t Ballybo!ey, Glenmore, Elagh­
tagh, Clogan, Cla::sagh , Ballina­
more, Fi~ town (where there was 
a crossi ng '.oop) and S hallogans. 
0 :1 leav ing Stranorlar the line 
crossed the F inn river .by a large 
s ingle span bridge. It i s one of 
the largest in Ireland and was 
originally ktc:i.ded fo r a Nor­
weE;bn b road gauge lhe. The 
Donega~ and B alivsha'1non brarn:h 
is 151 mi'.es long. with ~tatim' S 

at Di umbar H a lt, La•~hey. Briclge-
1.own, Ba1 lint m, Dromme Halt. 
Ros >nowlagh, Coo1more .Halt :n:i 
C!'cevy Halt. At Ballyshannon 
t h e;:-c is n o connection with the 
( ; .N.R., the st ntions being abDut 
a mil.c aparl :md on opposite sid es 
oi t he Erne. 
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In l !126 M!'. He?iry Forbes. 
Ma!"agior of t he .Toi•it Committee 
from 1910 unti! hi s death on Nov­
cmt er 7, 1!! 'i :l, intwjduccd petrol 
railrars . by mean$ of which he 
was able to oper ate a more fre· 
quent service, and stops could be 



inade at crossing gates lo pick up 
or set down passengers. These 
cars p roved so su cce;s ful that 
iarge!· c ars were built, fi tted with 
D-iesel engines. The · C.D.J.C. was 
a piunecr in the introduction of 
D iesel rail tract ion , No. 7 railcar 
which went into trnffi<.: between 
Stra bane a nd Killy begs in Sep­
tember 193 1, being t he fi rst reg­
u la r Die~el ~ ervi<:e in Lh e Brit ish 
Isles . In 1930 Mr. Forbes started 
a ro c: cl bus service bet ween Gle:i ­
ties and Rosbeg with two small 
36 h.p. Ford .:rn-seater petrol 
buses. 

In rn:i:~ . when Catherwood\ ; 
b uses had opened un a fine road 
t !·a r.sport syst em. ch iefly on the 
Derry-Don egal-Sligo road, t he 
G .N.R. took over th is route and 
extend ed the serv ices to hitherto 

· isolated centres like Carrick, Kil­
car, Gle~columbki:Je and Malin­
more and P ortnoo. .Jn more re­
cent years a service was . opened 
be tween Ballybofey and Letter­
kenny: Hitherto t he only l ink be­
tween these two towns w as t he 
Jong journey by ra il , v!a S trn­
b an e. 

THE I.{}UGJI mm,o 
PILGRIMAGE 

On the border~ of F e rmanagh 
a nd Donega l is situated the sm a ll 
town of P etti.go, and 4} m iles 
away in a wild mou nt ain district 
i s L ough Derg, where on Station 
Isl and is located the scen e of St. 
P atrick's v 1s1on of P;.irgatory. 
Here there is a basilica in Byzan­
tbe style and a hospice. The an­
nua l,·pFgrimage t o t h is holy place 
has". become the m ost r emarkab le 
in the wor~ct . Pilgr ims com e from 
;ill pa rt s. 

To indkntc the modern growlh 
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of ihis pilgrimage the following 
figures, taken from the rec::irds 
of the G. N. R. Railwa y, are 
of in terest :- In 1929, 5 ,933 pil­
grims were carr ied; t en years 
lat er in rn:rn, on the outbreak o.f 
·World War 11, 7,349 pilgrim s 
made t.he journey and in 1947 no 
fewer t han 17,062 pilgrims visit­
ed Lough Derg . In 1951 this f igure 
jumped to 18,803 and notwith­
st and ing H oly Year Pilgrimage to 
Rome in 1950, the figure was 
18,450. But figures for 1952 broke 
all r ecords. The Great Northern 
Railway carried 21 ,829. T he bal­
ance arr ived at Lough Derg by 
priva te motor .and m a ny organis­
ed par ties travelled in Coras Iom­
pai r Eireann and Ulster Trans­
port Authority buses. 

T he p ilgrims arriving by train 
a t Pettigo station are brought out 
to t he lake shore in a fleet of 
Great Northern Raiiway buses 
which are m aintained at Pettigo 
throughout t he season for this 
purpose. This service w as taken 
ove r by the G.N.R. in 1930. The 
p henome?Jal growth in the ·volume 
of pilg rimage traffic h :,:s made it 
nece8sa ry to provide additional 
facilities a t Pettigo Stalion .and 
t h is wo~·k is now being ca rried 
out. M any special t r a ins r u n into 
t h is st ation during t he pilgrimage 
season. but ap art from these. the 
m ajority o f the p ilgr ims travel 
b y the now famous "Bundoran 
E '<press" from Du.b:in direction 
which provides connection at 
Clo!1es from Belfast . The "Bun­
doran Express" runs non-stop 
t h rough "Northern" I relan d be­
tween Clones and P ettigo in each 
d irection thereby not onl)' reduc­
i rlg llw travelli ng time for the 

.iomucy, but al:m cutting oul the 



customs examination at the vari­
ous boundary s tations between 
the two points. 

In another number it is hoped 

to frace mote ful;y the cvo1utioti 
of transport from the days of the 
"goat-tracks". 

DONEGAL IN INDUSTRY 
MANUFACTURE OF TiVEEDS 

Lor:rG before the_ State aided 
industrial dnve of recent 

years, Donegal ·was playing a big 
pa r t in Ireland's Etrugg\e for 
economi c sa lvation. Back through 
t he pages of n ineteenth eeritury 
history one finds n ames that are 
to-day world-known in the sphere 
of industry. Their progress from 
small beginnings makes reading 
of absorbing interest and to know 
about them is to find new hope 
for the future place which Ire­
.land will hold in world affairs 
when the world, if ever, returns 
to anything like normality. 

In the:e pages only a few of 
the industrial firms in the County 
at present ·ca n come under re­
view, since it is h is tory that is 

. our concern. Thirty years from 
now, the .history of modern be­
ginner s can be writt en. Let •1s 
hope it will prove .as worthy of 
naration as thc:0e which we 
mention in the following pages 

\Yeavers of Donegal tweed in 
that county still use the we!l 
tried methods and hand looms of 
their forefathers, but their in­
herited skill is now linked with 
the most modern ideas of design, 
with the result that the industry 
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has see!1 two post-war revolutions 
-the production of a lightweight 
cloth which is now bdng used 
extensively in women's suits and 
dresses, and the b ui:ding up of a 
big export market. 

Tweed h as been handwoven 
amidst the hi lls of Donegal for 
centuries. The original type of 
tweed was made with a white or 
undyed warp and a brown speck­
led or black yarn woven across 
it giving .a flecked appearance as 
opposed to Harris tweed made in 
Scctland, whl'ch ha·3 a solid or 
self colour. If one examines a 
piece of granite from any of the 
Donegal hills ~t has very much 
the same colour as the origirial 
type of tweed and it is thought 
that t his type was evolved be· 
cause of t he protective colouring 
it gave against the background 
of granite hills. 

It is this type of twE:ed which 
is known throughout the world 
as Donegal tweed and this is one 
of the great difficulties in en­
endeavouring to introduce legis­
lation to protect the · n am e 
"Do~egal", as while this type of 
Donegal handwoven tweed. in a 
new, firmer nn<I more durable 



cloth is still made, people in the 
wollen t r ade throughout t h e 
world refer to the many im­
itations, with a white backgrnund 
a nd mottled weft as Donegal 
tweed-in a sense of tribute to 
the fame and name of the gen­
uine arti~le. 

In the early part of this cen­
tury a lot of t he genuine t weed 
was being made in Donegal in 
the cottages thr~ughout the 
country. Unfortunately there was 
no real supervision of quality 
and with a good demand there 
was a growing tenden cy not to 
keep the standard of qu ality as 
good as it should .. The tweetl was 
brought to the marke:~;;. and faks. 
usually in cree~s on the back of 
a donkey and there sold to one of 
a fe:w firms engaged in the ex­
port and marketing of the tweed. 

The firm of Magee, in Done­
gal town, which is now one of 
the two 'Qig firms engaged in the 
indus~ry, b:hg:ht tweed like th!s, 
as far back as 1860. The difficul­
ty however was that while the 
m ajority of the weavers made 
good cloth, sometimes a bad 
weaver would make cloth not up 
to standard and if this was ex­
ported it tended to give the 
tweeds a bad name. even if it 
wa:s only one ba-d p:iece in o.. con­
signment. 

Mr. Robert Temp\€, a· Donegal 
man himself,. entered the firm of 
Magee in 1887, the original Magee 
being a cousin of his, and be-­
came owner of the firm in 1901. 
He seen real'.sed that if the Don­
egal tweed in dusfry were to s ur­
vive all the handweaving must 
be dGne . . under supervision and, 
·therefore, tock steps t ::> gather 
Rome of th~ hcl't Wl~nvcrs a rounrl 

him 1h .his own factory and to 
send out yarn only to the good 
w,eave"·s in tile cott ag,es, all cloth 
made being careful"'.y examined 
in Donegal. That this was the 
right po~icy was proved by the 
fact that while the Donegal tweed 
industry diminished greatly ar:·.er 
the first world war, Magees have 
continued to '"'eave tweed all 
through t his difficult period, and 
today export their cloths in in­
creasing quantities all over the 

· world. Mr. Robert Temple, now 
chairman of the Comp a:iy, in his 
84th year still takes an act ive in­
terest in the products of his firm 
and is regarded as one of the 
grand old men of Donegal. 

It was always :his policy to re­
gard the employees of the firm 
as friends and many years ago 
when such a t hing was uncommon 
he introduce:i a form of bonus or 
profit -"·haring. His rnn, Mr. H . L. 
Temple, M'an.ag.ing nireotor cf 
the firm, firmly belie:·£~ ~n the 
same policy. 

Magees regard service an d 
value as being essential con~ 

ditions for success in business. A 
staff pension fund was ino c·" 
duccd a couple of years ago and 
was received with .great enthus­
iasm by the staff. 

Mr. R. Harris is Production 
and Export Manager and regular­
ly visits the various Export 
Markets au · over the world. Last 
autumn he visited Ame!·lca and 
Canada and as a result of his 
visit Magees have been able to 
increase the amount Of employ­
ment they give. A substantial 
number of cot tage weavers h ave 
been t aken · O"n. A new weaving 
centre has been opened by them 
in Gle~~olum'b'killc nrnl work h as 



just been completed on an ex­
tension to the Donegal fac tory. 

I n additio.n to the tweed mak­
ing a shirt factory i;; in opc::-
atic-n and an extensive wr.ole­
sa.le business is done in suitings, 

hosie1·y and general drapzry .. 
V'.sitors a r e cordially invited 

to visit t he factory and see for 
themselves the various activities 
which are c:irried on. 

Carpet Making In Killybegs 

Carpzts on the \VOrlcl's l uxury 
ocea~1-going liners, the Queen 
Elizabet h and Queen -0\1.ary 
a mong3t them , on t he floors of 
t':e Houses of Parliament in Cape­
t ::iwn, of Buckingham Falace. th 3 
iri:h Embassy in London, Dublin 
Cast:e, and the Presidc'.1tial resi­
dence, Arus an Uachtarian in 
Phoenix Park, and i n many other 
State institutions thoughout the 
civilised wor ld, p rincipally Am­
erica and Canada, give Donegal 
craftsmanship an enviable place 
in the annals of tte crafts. Killy­
begs carpets arc world-famous. 
It is .doa btful if a ny other ind'..ls­
try in these island ~ attained the 
prominence in wor ld affairs that 
this r emotely placed Iris h enter­
prise achieved in the days when 
the sk i H of man was free of t he 
opposition of the machine. 

The writer could not do better 
t han reproduce here an article 
from the "Freeman's J ournal" of 
August 1890 as an outline of 
how this ind ustry came into 
b eing. 
"EVERYONE ha0 :ong known 

tr,at more essential to the per­
manent welfare of Ireland than 
even beneficent laws. would b e 
the na tu ral 5pread over her coun-
1ic:; ol' aC'tive, healthy Indusirks , 

but the di fficulty has always been 
to find steady branches of In­
dustry that would not be too 
sorc~y handicapped by the ab­
Ec:-ice of co·al with its a ccompany­
ir.g t:conomy in pcw2 1• . Those wh:> 
travel from Donegal to Galway 
and fa:thc:· south, will admire 
the w ild, rol:ing grandeur of the 
scenery, but they will be still 
n:ore struck by the vast number 
of cottar s' huts dotted every­
where among the hills, consider­
ing the meagrene ~·s of '.ivelihood 
t hat must be snatched from those 
allotted roods of rock and bog. 
Ther e is ·:!one of that natural 
riri1ne53 of soil which yields gold­
en harveAs ungructgingl y: coal 
and iron. that have made all the 
world elsewhere wealthy in mod­
ern times, h ave kept severely 

. away from t ho;;e district s, and it 
i s patent to any observer t hat 
those who btave life th~re m u st 
content themselves wit!: what lux­
u ries hard work and patience 
can exfract fr-Orn tog or harren 
rock-a meagre fare enough, God 
knows! 

"'let there they are. Thousands 
of those families have eked out 
their ex istence generatiti1i · after 
generation for b (mdreds of yenrs, 
unc1 despite the tC'rriblc · pi>Verty 

{19. 
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it entails, there continues ~ pow­
er in those hills to attract and 
enfold the people, for many who 
wander away return again from 
the luxuriousness of the cities, or 
look back with yearning to the 
simple, hard life among the hills. 
Something pathetic there is in all 
this, yet of great virtue, and .in 
those days when there is general 
lament over the depopulation of 
rural districts, and our teachers 
cry for a return to country-life, 
the feeling is surely one to be en­
couraged. Yet who would ·~xtol a 
life of such deplorable poverty 
as dependence on the soil among 
those highlands affords, and if 
we would have people in the rural 
districts, we must ensure them 
there higher comfort and easier 
access to the better things of life 
than can be snatched by slavish 
worming of a livelihood from 'Ut­
ter barrenness. And there lies 
the problem : a people deeply 
attached to a la:nd which is in­
capable of supporting them by 
ordinary means, for, after all, 
romance 1and poetry are but thin 
stuff for the stomach, and they 
,have to dig from the bog or 
scratch from rock the fuel to 
keep the fire a-burning.. To one 
going fresh among such a people, 
this work seems an enormous 
waste of human energy. One 
stroke of a M'Cormick machine in 
Colorada will reap more harvest 
than a Celt with his spade in a 
round year. Those rough, rumb­
ling hills were never meant to be 
tilled, and the ' idea :at once strikes 
a stranger,-Is ~h·ere nothing else 
these people can give, in order 
to draw in, in exchange, some of 
the bountifulness of the outside 
world! What ·of the .sharp wits 

of the Celts, and the hundred­
and-one fine qualities that tra­
dition giveB him by birthy-right? 
What of that ability and 
nimbleness that are never with­
out their outstanding examples 
in high quarters, and which seem 
to gleam from the ordinary Irish­
man under the commonest con­
ditions? Surely the world has 
uses for those ! 

"Some such ideas occur to all 
visitors to those parts, but some 
eighteen months ~go the fact so 
caught hold of certain manufact­
urers of artistic textiles, touring 
there, that they resolved to make 
a priactical experiment, especial­
ly as they were on the outlook at 
the time for districts where they 
could work a certain hand-indus­
try that would employ large num­
bers of girls and boys. · This re­
sulted in their establishing, just 
a year ago next month, a place 
for the making ·Of Hand-Tufted 
Carpets. of the descriptic;m known 
as Turkish or Persian. The 
peculiarity of this fabric is that 
from its nature it must be a 
hand-production. The tufts, or 
"mosaics of small woollen 
squares", as \Villiam Morris calls 
them, are tied by the fingers in 
klnots into longitudinal warps 
which are stretched between two 
long parallel beams. The. Carpets 
are made to the size and shape of 
any room. The design is placed in 
front, and the girls, from three 
to a dozen according to the size 
of the Carpet, select the colours 
indic.ated row by row, which are 
tied, then bound down :by "shoots" 
of woollen weft d~awn across the·. 
entire width, and beaten firm by 
small iron~toothed hammers. 
'.rhere is interesting variety and 



p1easute in the Work, ahd it is 
s uch that individual skill •and 
workmanship come largely into 
play. Altogether it is just such an 
industry as is suited to the rural 
districts of Ireland. No steam­
power is required, and there is 
therefore no handicap on the 
commercial side by the absence 
of ·coal, and, the production being 
necessarily slow,: a large propor­
tion of the ultimate value comes 
from the labour. Moreover, the 
chief charm of these Carpets 
when finished is derived from the 
very fact that they are hand-tuft­
ed, and have that stamp of in­
dividuality and irregularity that 
no p~wer-loom can give. The 
manufacturers: who have under­
taken this venture make many 
varieties of Carpeting by power­
loom, 1and it was owing to strong 
demand from high-class custom­
ers over the world for a pro­
duction of more individual char­
acter, that they were led to re­
sort to this primitive method of 
weaving. The d ifference between 
a Ca rpet produced in this way 
and the ordinary smoothly­
shaven power-loom production is 
much the c·ame as that between a 
real oil painting and ia smart 
coloured - lithograph. The real 
article has dignity, individuality, 
and with the incr ease of good 
taste and w ealth the demand for 
the genuine daily grows. Un like 
"Homespun" tweed and similar 
fabrics, the method is one re­
quiring human. thought in the 
process. lt i~ therefore an indus­
try which in its own way cannot 
be superseded by power-loom, 
and can be approached only by 
m echanism of a highly-compli­
cated and uneconomical sort. In· 
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Cteed it is this individual art 
character which has kept the 
Persi•an and Turkish Carpets in 
steady demand for hundreds of 
years, and makes them more 
sought after to-day than ever. It 
was also the appreciation of this 
quality that led William Morris 
to establish hand-tuft Carpet and 
Tapestry looms •at Hammersmith 
some 20 to 30 years ago, and the 
Carpets being made in Donegal 
are of similar weave and charact­
er, though they do not aim at 
such exclusiveness. 

"The first year's experiment 
with the Irish girls has proved 
that they are admi:•ably adapted 
for the work. T•he experience for 
generations of the l ittle "Home­
spun" and lace work that are a~.­

ways to be met with in Ireland 
h as been a first-rate - education , 
for the girls show a nimblenes:; 
of finger and sharpness of eye 
for colour a·nd form that have 
quite astonished their teachers 
and they take to the work with 
a spirit and cheerfulness that is 
quite refreshing. So . convinced 
are the promoter s now of its ul­
timate large success, that they 
have planned out a broad scheme 
that wi)l spread this work •all 
over the West of Ireland, and 
give employment to many hun­
dreds of girls and boys. In ad­
dition, and this is a most impor t­
ant fea ture, these goods being 
made entirely of wool, the scheme 
embraces the rearing of sufficent 
sheep on these ·Western High­
lands to supply the entire re­
quirements of the Industry, and 
as this will be spun and dyed on 
the spot, the composition of these 
high a rt productions that ar e u l­
timately to find their way into 



the best homes and halts the 
world over, will be entirely Irish. 
It is reckoned that one girl in 
this Industry will work up in a 
year the wool of 225 sheep. Thus, 
when the number Of girls em­
ployed grows to i,000-the mat­
ter it is expected of a very few 
years-it would mean the con­
:::umption of the fleeces of over 
10,000 score of sheep annually, 
and a sum divided 1among the 
sheep-farmers of something like 
£15,000. Again, for the spinning, 
dyeing, and weaving of this wool, 
the families of those farmers or 
::mall holders would earn in 
wages from £20,000 to £30,000, 
making a total of perhaps £40,000 
circulated annually among the in­
habitants of tho3e Donegal hills. 
So far as one can judge, the 
scheme is both feasible and 
eminently practicable. Confining 
their efforts entirely to Donegal 
at fint, the promoters are build­
ing a place at Killybegs to ac­
commodate over 400 workers, 
this quantity being availab:e 
within a radius of two miles 
from the village. Having an ideal 
harbour, ,as well as a branch of 
the Donegal Railway, Killybegs 
is meant to be the centre depot, 
where all wool .will be collected, 
and spinning and dyeing done 
for the entire Industry. Other 
branches, for weaving only, will 
be made ,at villages such as Kil­
car, Ardara, . Glenties, &c., and 
the products collected to the cen­
tral depot for finishing and des­
patch. For more . scattered and 
outlying parts wher~ ·girls could 
not walk morning ''and evening to 
a factory, a simple device has 
been invented whereby, after the 
girls have learned the art, they 

cati take the frame-loom to thelt 
homes, and weave the quaintly­
designed rugs or Ta-pestry panels 
in their houses, or as they watch 
the sheep on the hillsides. 

"We are sure all wish success to 
this estimable and highly inter­
esting enterprise. Those who have 
seen the Doneg-al Carpets must 
agre~ that they need to depend 
on no "Support-Home-Industries" 
sentiment for trade. The e'.'loice 
touch of art in the design and 
colouring are the same that have 
already won for the promoters ·;a 
world-wide reputation, and with 
the .sound quality of the texture, 
we have little doubt that the 
Irish Hand-made fabrics will soon 
bulk largely in the markets of 
the world. Already .Carpets· have 
been made at Killybegs for some 
of the highest Decorative _ Art 
Critics in England and America, 
and work is at present going on 
for important public buildings. 

Now that the succ.ess of such a 
scheme has been established, it 
is to be hoped ot;hers · will take 
advantage of this hitherto almost 
unrecognised vein of wealth in 
our \Vestern Highlands. For by 
using the latent intelligence and 
activity of a people to convert 
the raw products of the hills into 
articles of high i11terchangeable 
value, they will link them to an 
outside world that can give in re­
turn comforts which the most 
slavish drudgery on bog could 
never approach. The wits of the 
people it is, after a11, that form 
the real wealth o{ the hills, and 
if these can be propeily :·it~pped" 
things undreamt of ·\lipl · diiubtless 
spring up. Freed from the .· rude 
struggle for existence, and amid 
those inspiring hills, the inherent 



qualities or the Celt will again 
assert themselves; the high 
ancient Civilisation will be re­
called, with a new c ·eltic Art to 
interpret it, as beautiful and dis­
tinctively National as any its 
history records. 

"It is gratifying to know that 
th~ Congested Districts (Govern­
ment) Board .have given the ven­
ture the heartiest support· from 
the very outset, and the pro­
moters, the Messrs. Morton, of 
Darvel, Ayrshire, speak in high 
terms of the extreme courtesy and 
a~sistance they have met with 
everywhere, from priest and 
people alike." 

August, 1899. 

At present the factory is con­
trolled by Messrs. Morton Sun­
dour Fabks, Ltd. Carisle, which 
was founded by Alex Morton, 
who started the Killybegs factory. 
A native of Ayrshire, he died in 
1924 ·at Bruckless, some miles 
from Killyhegs.. where he had 
resided for some years. His re­
mains were interred in his native 
Ayrshire. He was succeeded as 
chairman of the Company by his 

son, Sir James Morton, who was 
noted for work of research in dy'e­
dyeing processes. Sir James 
died in 1952 and was succeed by 
his s.on, Joceyln, the present 
chairman of the company. 

If the commendable scheme or­
iginally planned by the founder 
of the factory did not materialise 
in full, it can be said that the ex­
periment made at Killybegs fully 
justified itself, for ever since Kil­
lybegs and its carpets have been 
almost synonymous terms in 

. many lands. 
There are other industries 

wl:ich the writer would like to re­
view here, but s•n:ce does not per­
mit. These are the knitwea~· in­
dustry at Glenties, which now 
"employs half the countryside". 
and the Belleek Pottery, which, 
though not of Donegal, is near 
enough its borders to give the 
count.v a pride in its world-fame; 
and, of course, Convoy woollen 
mills, the founding and develop­
imept of which makes a story in 
itself. These and other worthy 
of note will be dealt with in the 
next and future numbers of the 
"Donegal Annual." 



Ireland's First District Justice 

A 1.ittle over ten years ago, on 
December 28th., 1942, the 

mortal remains of Louis J. ·walsh 
-lawyer, dramatist, author ;and 
journalist:-were laid to rest on 
the gr1assy knoll of Conwal whose 
northern side faces to\viards the 
rim of hills that overlooks 'his 
native Solllth Derry. His de1ath 
at a time when his wide public 
believed that he had yet two 
decades of iacti<ve, useful work 
before him was not only 1a loss 
to contempor'?ry 1etters but took 
from the naJtional scene one who 
/always delighted ju playiing a 
•part in public affairs and who 
broug.ht to the discharge of a 
high office the Franciscan geni­
ality and broad charity that made 
·his Courts the most popu1ar 
T11ibunals .in the land. 
THE impetmanence of news-

r:i:oiper notices is almos,t as 
notorious as the forgetfulness of 
those who write them, yet it is in 
•a way a special tribute to the 
ma!"! himself that Louis J . Walsh 
should be gratefully remember­
ed ten years after by the many 
newspaper-men whom he made 
his friends. Most Donegal people 
by now have forgotten the full 
page obituary notices that ap­
peared and the s9ecial articles 
contributed by men of letters from 
all parts of the Catholic world. 
But in the newspaper offices of 
an evening when the work is 
done and the last proof 1of. 1a 
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dreary recording of the unim­
portant doings of a District 
Council has gone to the compos­
itors, the re9011ters. settle back 
on their chairs and listen to the 
flow of anecdote from the .. older 
men. Inevitably, one of the com­
pany will remark "That reminds 
me of Donegal and the day we 
were .at Falcarragh Court ..... " 
and off he goes into a delightful 
reminiscence of the Derry-born 
Just:ce for Donegal who dispens­
ed his own brand of judicial 
mercy in the little barn at the 
Crossroads. One good story calls 
for another, and before one 
knows, the air will be filled with 
stories in whic-h Justice Walsh 
figured - figured always to his 
credit and inevitably to the ad­
vantage of the newsmen. 
WHEN contributing to THE 

DONEGAL ANNUAL what 
is meant merely .as 1a vignette 
one must omit details that he­
long more properly to •a bio­
graphy. Thus, it is taken for 
grant€d that the reader already 
knows in 1a general way that 
Louis J. \Valsh came from 
Mag.hera, that he studied under 
Padraig Pearse, that he was in 
gaol for his country's cause 
(though the genial Justice would 
.have it that he was interned for 
his country's good) and that he 
became Ireland's first District 
Justice. It is assumed also that 
his war){ as a Cath{)Uc publicist 



it1 th~ Uuitcu Stutes and in Aus­
tralia it; too well-known to re­
quire inclusion here. All that is 
aimed at in this brief notice is 
to convey something of the man 
as seen by those professional 
cynics, the newspaper reporters. 
It Zvm not be disputed that the 
pressmen hiave every advantage 
when, after long experience, they 
asse~s the worth of · any public 
figure. Their opinion in such a 
mat.ter is more likely to be right 
than wrong and, recallin.g some 
specific instances, it is only fair 
to say that they are seldom in 
error. 

JUSTICE Walsh presided in No. 
1 Area, a bailiewick that 

stretched from Malin Head to 
Magheroarty and which 1con­
t1ained as diverse .an assortment 
of minor malefactors as a hard­
working Judge who was also a 
humcrist . might wish for. 
Throughout almost twenty years 
the monthly and bi - monthly 
Court sittings in this area were 
as keenly looked forward to as 
any of the more orthodoxly social 
events, which however they far 
outclassed in point of real in­
terest. 

WHAT impressed the regular 
· frequen:<!r of any of Justice 

Walsh's Court si:ttings was his 
great h1:1manity and wide 
char.ity-virtues which are diffi­
cult to reconcile with the invari­
ably stern· !)rocesses of the law. 
But where the unimaginative 
Gardai saw in the dock the fig-
1.fre of an in•corrigible rogue 
whose numerous !)etty •Vagrancies 
had ·cost them weeks of labour. 
the kind-hearted Justice peering 
forward myopically to view the 
~hrinking offender saw only a 

Lineal de~ecudant o.f the .Penitent 
Thief The man 011 the Bench did 
not believe in tempering justice 
with a little mercy; those who 
watched him ait work day aft2r 
day for many years came to 
know that with hfm justice was 
the same as mercy. On one 
occasion a defendant •came be­
fore him who 'had long done 
v:olence to his last chance. The 
Gardai were fa1r but firm. The 
unhappy 1rr:an could offer no ex­
planations, and it became clear 
th1at a gaol sentence would have 
Ito be imposed. Justice \Valsh re­
minded hi,s hearers that we an 
must some day a9pear before the 
'Great Judge and that we our­
selves would expect mercy in 
circumstaillces much less promis­
ing than those in which the un­
fortunate defendant in the 
presert case found him~elf. 

"Therefore" he •continued, "as we 
hope to receive mercy ourselves, 
we :rr::ust try to grant it to others". 
In the eve!lt, he sentenced the 
wrong-doer to six months im­
prisonment but suspended the 
sentence "as Christmas is now 
but a few days away". 

}T is only right to say that the 
Gardai sometimes took a 

poor view of the Justice's kind­
ness towards the offending class . 
They believed, and with much 
force, that laws should be · en­
forced especially where penalties 
such as imprisonment were con-­
cerned, and that the cause of 
order, •and authority was ill­
served by homely · admonitions 
to constant offenders. Yet even 
the enthus'.asts for chasing th<! 
owners of unlicensed dogs ·and 
the venturesome legion who 
breezily undertook to <lectde at 



what .~;t ;Jgt! u. eiti :~~" niay be re" 
garded as being in '<i condition 
more accurately defined as "not 
s::;ber", had to admit that serious 
crime was largely unknown in 
No. 1 Area and that its Justice. 
when the need arose, could be as 
stern as he was benien. 

JN those cases coming before 
him which involved some de­

gree of domestic friction, J·ustice 
Wals·h made it a rule to intervene 
eai-ly in the case 'and force a 
settlement in open Court. Where 
this failed (as often it did) his 
suggestion that the parties on 
either side might care to see him 
in his private ro-om frequently 
resulted in a reconcilia!tion and 
the withdraw! of summons and 
cross-summons. -Disputes be­
tween neighbours were similarly 
dealt with, but not infrequently 
the Justice saw that the proceed­
ings wer,e brought, not to decide 
the merits but "to have a day at 
the law" and the law was allowed 
to take its appointed course. A 
long day during which he might 
hear .and decide ten contested 
cases and summarily adjudicate 
ur:()n fii!ty ·:>r .sixty admissions 
foul'd the Justice at its end as 
attentive and as ir.terested as .he 
had been in the morning. He 
never affected the judical ignor­
ance that has served its purpose 
in giving -openings to studied 
quips and eP,iigrams. He was the 
D.irling of the Irish Bench only 
in the sense that his repartee 
was as swift as that of his Eng­
lish contemporary but, unlike 
him, entirely unsought; the open­
infs were not made-they made 
themselves. 
QNE anecdote can now be re­

lateq as all the parties but 
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oue 1~!.l"c deutl. Many year:; ago 
Justice Walsh had the painfu) 
duty of _ hearing at 1a special 
Court 'a -charge against •a youth 
then within a couple of months 
of entering a profession. The de­
fendant was accompanied by his 
widowed mother, whose only 
child ·he was. Her distress visibly 
•affected the Justice who dealt 
with the •case in a manner that 
•met the merits but which would 
leave no record against the lad. 
When all was over, the mother 
thanked the Justice and sobbed 
"Will you see .it is keot out of 
the papers; my boy i~ ruined if 
this case is kno\vn". The Justice 
turned to the solitary reporter 
who had a.'.tended !he proceed­
ings and said simply "This is 
something for you. Do what you 
can and ease a mother's heart". 
Re1membering many kindnesses 
at the Justice's hands, the· press­
man whispered to him that the 
case was already forgotten and 
asked the Justice to be himseif 
the bearer of the good news to 
the weeping mother. Within a 
few minutes :a· thoroughly fright­
ened and repentant youth and his 
rej-oidng mother made their way 
from 1,he Courtroom. There is 
much to be said in favour of 
Clause 42 which has raised such 
a storm in another pla:ce; widowed 
mothers whose -only sons go 
slightly off the rails have no as­
surance that they will coirr:e be­
fore Judges whose kindness · is 
equalled only by their humility. 

SOME readers m'ay remember 
the comical puzzle which 

Justice Walsh set the State away 
back in 1939 when he innocently 
enquired whether a prosecution 
for the alle~ed importation of 



tJilk: stockings lay under the Serap 
Iron A'l't. The draughtsman after 
s-0me months .gave some sort of 
an answer but H was almost as 
unsatisfactory as the Justice's 
own solution to the problem of 
how to tell a girl's :age. The latter 

. arose from one of his rules that 
no girl under seventeen was to 
be admitted to a dance llall in 
his Area. W·hen a reporter !asked 
how was any dapce hall propriet­
or to know ,a gi.rl's age the Jus­
tice was stumped and fell back 
upon the fair-day expedient of 
regarding teeth as a reliable 
bh•th 'Certificate. 

WHEN <giving; judgment in •a 
-0ase he always was careful 

to explain to those litigants who 
were their own attorneys that an 
ia;ppeal lay against his decision, 
1and •proceeded : "Only -0ne man 
in this world's infallible, and 
even he is infallible only on 
·cetain occasions. Now in thL; 
case I am either right or wrong. 
If I am right that's an end t-0 it, 
but if I am wrong you can 
get my vedict rever.s.ed. Tact­
ful!y, he ignored discussing the 
possibility that the AppeUate 
Court might also be wrong an,! 
that the -0nly effect of an appeal 
might be to confirm an error. 
In all the duties of his high 
station he sought to act as the 
friend and guardian of those in 
dist.ress and who had none to 
plead their cause or commiserate 
their follies. In his robes, seated 
on the Bench, he was The L"aw 
but surely it was difficult to 
associate vengeful forms and 
dread penalties .. with the kindly 
figure who mildly interposed 
now and then to hazard an ex­
planation in favour of the de-
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fendant , or who qui;1:zica1ly re­
mincled the Court audience that 
>.all men have their faults. It is 
thus he will be remembered. 

JUSTICE 'Valsh was at work on 
his Autobiography when 

death came to halt the busy hand . 
He had not got tar with the 
work. A few months before his 
death a caller at his home in Let­
terkennv noticP.rl (with the hands 
of the clock pointing to within a 
few minutes of midnight) that 
the typewriter was in a ction and 
,a chapter "The Moy Fair" being 
wr.itten. That c·hapter never was 
completed. Only the next· day 
the Justice became more gravely 
ill and left his desk never to re­
turn. Recently, 1a copy of the 
first ten chapters of his Autobi­
-0gf!aphy showed how engrossing 
1a story the Justice intended to 
make -t his own life. He had in­
tended to wr:ite of his ·own times 
much as Macaulay thought hist­
ory should be written-with 'all 
the colour and detail th!at alone 
can give the past a meaning and 
bring .it 1alive for the reader. 
Yet, brief though they be, the 
ten <ebapters of the contemplated 
work bring alive again memory d 
the pale, square face, wit!. the 
broad brow crowning the 51ene­
tr•ating eyes and the wisp oi hair 
that n ever w-0uld s,tay in place 
but -0ften fell almost to the 
spectacles. We hear in fancy the 
well-remembered voice land see 
the plump hand griasp firmly that 
pen which ·is in real truth "the 
machinery of the Law" - and 
across the film of memory 
pictures flit so rapidly that we 
lose trace of !all we wish 10 

remember. 



The late Louis Walsh, Donegal's first Disirict Justice. 





Antiquities in the Parish of Donegal 
D!STRICT OF TOWNAWILLY 

(0 / S Sheets 85, 86, 94. County Donegal). 

I-Standing Stone in townland 
of A::-devin (Ard Aot: hin) Bar­
r~esmore. 

Height 4'. Breadth 2~ '. Thick­
ness 8". No vioible markings. 
F1cing S . W . Not local stone b ut 
of a stratifi ed n ature. Evident ly 
greatly weathered e.;;peeia!Jy to­
wards top. Occupies culminating 
su:nmi t in t his townland and 
surrounding district. Firrn~y em­
bdded. 

2- Standing Stone in .'.'.Iilltown 
abo:.it ~ mile S. \V. of No. 1 above. 
H eight ;;•. Circumference of base 
lOY. Fi rmly e:nl>cdded and very 
massive. Inel:ncd north\v·ar<ls at 
angle of about 20 degrees. No 
visible markings. Loea l blue \Vhin­
stone. S '.tuated on low iy ing 
p'ains. Apparently fneing South 
and !'omewh at rounded. 

These woulcl riot be boundary 
s tones-The ri.ver Lowry n tnning 
panallel about 100 yds distant to 
South would be the natural 
boundary. 

LoeaI Tradition in regard to 
thc;;e sto:1es. Niall of the NiP.e 
Hostages had two sons, Conan 
·and Owen, whose chief pastime. 
was throwing the shoulder stone·. 
One day they entered into keen 
co:npetition at •this, their favour­
ite sport, and their father prom­
ised the territory that extended 
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away towards the W est 1to the 
son that displayed the greater 
prowess in throwing the stone. 
Eogha.n stood on Cruach Eoghan­
ach (m our:tain pea!\ to south of 
Barncsmore Gap) while Cona!l 
stood on Cruach Conallach (peak 
to n orth of the (;ap). Eoghan's 
stone landed on Ar devin (No. 1) 

while Conall's stone went furt her 
West (No. 2). 

It was thus this County got the 
n a me Tir Conai l! in t he olden 
times and its people bceamc 
known a.s ibc Cinea1 Conaill 
(c .f. C irn~al Cor:aill and Clnca l 
Eogh anach). 

OTHER .l'L.'\.CES OF INTEREST 
IN VICINITY 

Carnhill in townland of Ard­
~1ableask (Ard na n-Blaosc -
skulls ) . The hill known as Ard­
nab leask i s quite near to Carn­
h iE. 

The Fort on top of a con ica1 

hill overlooking Lough Eske in 
townlan d of Ardevin. There 
seems to have been <a circular 
b uttress of stones about 6 f t. 
:1igh , the inside of ring being 
level. Diameter of ring about 15 
yuds. Greatly overgrown with 
blaekthorn and massive stones 
strewn about on hillside. On 



Wt'!~tern side of hill there wou~cl 
appear to be a la rge cap stone 
s '.iding off Jts support!; but it is 
so m assive that you cou;d net 
imagine h u man stl'ength moving 
it into s uch a position as t :.i form 
a Dolmen. 

Roisin in Ardcvin is a small 
peninsuI:a on shore of Lough 
Eske about 200 yds west of F'ort. 
lt i s a disused graveyard said to 
be consecrated and ~wssib2y used 
as a burial ,place when Franci~­
cans ministered in 'the Friar v -·· 
the townland on opposite :ihore 
of Lough Eske after their ex­
pulsion from Donegal Abbey. The 
owner of ac;ljo lning land t::ilct me 
bodies unearthed tJhere were 
wrapped in flan nel - poss ibly 
Franciscan Grey. 

T-0bar Na mBra.tha.r a fo'w 
field s to west of Raisin on sh '.}re 
of lake. 

Friar's Bush coi '.~cides with 
town: and of Ardnawa tk (.Ardan 
A m h a ir c). It is said 1.'1at <\ Fra·1-
C'isean Fr.iar \Vas s~mmarily 

hanged here by the Redcoats. It 
is just at Western e:itranee to 
Barn_esmore Gap. 

Ardawark ( Ar d an Amh :i.i:·c) 
- Lookout Hil'.). It \Vas on thi s 
hi ll wi'.1ich comm<:nds a view of 
passage t hrough G3p and awa.v 
bwa rds Dor:cgc:i! that the sen-ti·ies 
kept •a .l ookout for lhe R edc:o<!ts 
in t he .F er.a l times whil2 t":12 
p:·i<.:sls (A:· a SE'aehnadr. ) ;:e! 2-
bra ted Musa ir. · the nei-ghhouring 
fastness of Cu!lir>hc;:v (Ccii i i r.r; 
Bu idhe). 

Graine Ni B l og·;1ail! when :1 

very old wo.man to:d '.;he foll:.Jw · 
ing story (in I; .ish of e::iu rse) to 
Patri c:k Caliup ban wi1:i w'is ub0ut 
10 years ol.d a t the ti me. Cal;a g­
nan died Ii Y€·ars ago at the a.t;e 

of 71:- The people o! Townawilly 
\'li"ere eagerly 1•:rnking forward to 
; 1Ucnd 1ni.: Chri<>tm;. ~; .i\l n~::< which 
was to be celebrated jn Cullin­
boy. The women fo'.k of t he dis­
t rict had ru~n candles in readi­
ness days beforehand and w hen 
the great da.v arrived t hey were 
-0ff to the · appointed venue long 
b efore dawn. :But some spideoir 
('iad done h is fell Work 'and when 
Mass was in progress the Red­
coats eluded the lookout by cross­
ing the mountain from the South 
and there was no opportunity of 
giving t!'le reqt1 ired warning of 
their approach. T hus the so~d iers 

surrounded t h e assemb:ea con­
gregation unawares. Loud larrkn­
tations from the w ors.'1ippers 
'broke fort h. "A :i.Vlh:uir e Mhathar 
cuid~gh Lin n- A .Mhuire Mhath­
air Saar Sinn." Immediately the 
so~d iers fell prostrate and he!p­
less remaini ng in t hat position 
u ntil l'vb ss was over and a]l had 
dPparted. Thi.:.s did t:'.ie Virgin 
succour them in the ho ur of 
danger. 

Ch'l,rt. a si:iecies of Alpine sal­
mon ure caught in ,great numbers 
W-ith ba 't i:1 I .. oug::1 E."k e during 
spaw ning season (N~>Ve!T'ber) 

when they come dose to s.':ioz·e. 
T hey 'are ge~1craty of a unifo rm 
size weighin g abo ut 2 oz>. , and 
a re said to h a ve been put there 
by t'ile Frand:::cans . They are 
fou!1d in onP other lukl' in I re­
l a !ld. somewhere i n We.;tmeath. 

The 1''1·iary is J townland sit u­
a t ed on t he Kill:'murcJ side of 
Lough Eske. lt was here the Friars 
sett :eri when bnn ishe<I from 
Don eg:i l :rntl m in!.stered to the 
Sp iritua l war:ts oI the neighbour­
ing di.st rict s. There · is now no 
sign of n Church or building there 



but T obae u a m brnt har a nd Roisin 
aJ r catl,v n olcd, ;.i :; wel l 'u; D~'r>kL,ad 
11a mlJ1·atiwr and Casan n a 
mbratihar, a ll close by, ~cem t o 
be <rnsoei<ited with t heir activ ities 
h.crr~. 

Drcil'he:ul na mbraU1ar the re­
mains of an o ld bridge sp•mning 
tale Clady r iver between the 
Friary and tireenans (Grianan). 

Dolmen in townJand of F riary 
in field above Lough Eske school 
on mounta in s ide of Ceannacha r. 
I d id not y et get an opportu nity 
of CX:nmini!1g it b ut it is ~aid t o 
consist of a ma~sivc ·CUp ston e 
s upported t y pi~l ar st(mes. 

Ccsan na mbrathair ma rks the 
way leading f r o m Ed regole 
(E ad ar G~bh.ail) on northern 
shore of Lough Eske and leading 
to Glenfinn. It cons ists of sma 11 
cairns of qunrtz principally, at 
abou t dist ances of ,\ m il.e on this 
journey and served a s a guide to 
tl :e B!·athair in mist a nd fog on 
t heir way over the Cruaeha 
Gorma m ountain s. They a re still 
very usefu l as land-marks to 
shepherds when caught on moun­
tain in foggy wecitlir~r . 

Stone Cir'Cle ( '?) About two 
miles alo:'lg t'hc Casan na m -bra­
thai~· ~re the Le achtai Bann at a 
p'.ace called Dubh Chro. It is only 
lately I chanced t o hear o f it and 
did not see it. It ih.a s been des- · 
c ribcd as 'a large stone c ircle on 
a he ight, t he stones s tanding on 
end, a m uch la rger stone stan d­
ing outside the cirde. As i'ar as 
I C'an underst a nd there are two 
smaller circles on lower ground 
near l iand. T here is not m uch op­
por tunity of v isiting it in w inter . 

L1iachta Seain Ui J..ia thain has 
been described as a large ·a rti­
f~c.:i ::ll Carn cast of Loch Bealse3.d 

and near Casau pa mBrathair . I 
ca n find tto t rudi liun · ill rcgai·d 
lo it ~o far. 

Lech B eal Sead takes its name 
probably from the sparkling 
sands and q uarty eumpnrable to 
Scada or Seoda at its mouth 
where t he Ea sdun<.i in issues to 
Lo ugh E ske. It lies about midway 
towards summit of Cruacha 
Gorma. 

Oilean Ui Dhomhnall (Island 
O'Donnell) l ies towards southern 
shore of L ou gh Eske off Ros 
Dubh . Areu ·about 5 roo ds. It is 
surrounded by a wall a ':J:iut 10 or 
11 ft. h:gh and 4 or 5 ft. in thick­
ness. 

Wall s ubstant ially constructed 
of ver y large st on-<!s and mortat, 
containing many loop holes and 
buttresses . Large e11trance or 
gateway towards lan d. Apparent­
ly a st r o!1gho;d or p:;;wc of dc­
fe1wc in retreat. T::1cre are t he 
r ui!"ls o{ a b c1 ilding on North sid e 
of is land. 

.r.,ocaJ Tradition states t ha t Is­
land O 'Don nell was used as a 
prison by the O'Donnell P rinces 
when they held sway in CaisJean 
an Uisce. ( Ti is not known "~h.eth­
c r th e:;; e p risoners were milita ry 
o r civil or both- perhaps host­
ages) . It is sa id t hat Isl and 
O'Donnell and Caislean an Uisce 
(abou t 2! miles d istan t) were 
connected by means of a tunnel. 

Cal1raic an Aifrinn in Goladoo, 
T ownawiUy. Near hand t here is a 
roc·ky f).eJd tha t wculd rem in d 
one of an cld burial gr ound. 
Some o.f the st ones o:··c u·py st r ange 
pos itions b regard to one anot.he!· 
and it would seem str ange t hat 
so many of them !:l'hould b~ so 
p laf'ed n atur nlly. T here is no 
loca l t radition, 



The C<•lre- n t"We ;1nv_,,1:5 the 
hi lls n ear the :.tone drc!e (? ) 
dc.-;r:r i hcrl. 

NOTE-This exre:Jent litt:e u!'!~ 

~fr•f •td :<:; n·cy wr~ : ~: ··'° t lo l\lr. 
l"l<J:~ T.<Jchlainn in r<:!spnnse to his 
;)ppc:;1! sent ou t in J !l:H on t he 
fo:-:nation of the Coun ty Council 
committee for preser vat ion of 
Lo::a~ :\lonuments)- EDITOR. 

Antiquities In ~,nd Around Kiltybegs 

1-Stragar - (0.S. 91, 92) si:-; 
large stones standing in a 
rough ellipticac space and 
some d is tance ap art. Evident­
ly a gr ave monument. 

2-Cat•rickna:mohill - :\'1egalith­
ic Monument with do!men at 
one end-running N. and S . 
1t has every appearance of 
being a b urial monument. 

3- Roughwood - Altar Rock 
(i i)Th c t races of an old doubl e 
Fort ( Caiseal). S plendidly 
chosen for defensive purpos~s. 

4- Croaglilin-Sgreug an Aifrin:1 
(a cross is cu t on fa : e of iock 
in front o.f supposed .Mas~; ­

stone. The cross which seem:-; 
to be t he work of recent hands 
is 13" b;.- !J " and plain) 

5-Largy na Greana (0/S. !Jl , 97) 
- Roger's Farm - A raised 
mound of earth for'.'Tl ing a 
rough circle about 33 yds in 
diamet er an d seern::; to be ti1c 
se:::t of a r.rannog.- The Joeal 
people say that it was a plar-3 
used for tra in ing horses . A 
paved p afr, led froni_ thi:; 
"Guir-tin" (loca} name) . 

G·-A double rin g fo rt 18 0 yds 
further No1th, 0!1 sarne fo r !n 
lmov.:.11 lot'all y as Caiscal 
Chnraigh . Thj s F ort is . nr 

was, almost circular but about 
one sixth of it has been quar-
1ied away to m ake r oom for -i 

garden and the stones have 
been used in the bounda ry 
w alls. 

7- To t he n or th of the ring fort 
(VI.) is a fine specimen of 
dolmen running East and 
West ; but 6 feet of the west­
ern e!1d has b.:en removed t•J 
clear a way Jor a r oad. Wh at 
rerr.ai ns is wedge shaped S feet 
at c::osed and narrow end and 
6 feet at wider end, wherl.) 
port ion has been removed. It 
is about ~ixteen feet long a n'.! 
very well covered \•,;i th m ;i5-

s ive s~abs of rock. 
R-On top of a hil l in 1~ext town­

land, Lisnac:eithc. i~ an "alta!" 
rock" f rom wh ich the h ill -
Cnoc-n a-hAltoire ta!,es its 
name. T ile Mass-rock measures 
9' x ~r. an d s trelehing east ­
ward~ from the ro~· k is a row 
of 14 s tandi!"g stones - some 
almost touching, others 
about a foot a l)a1t - which 
may be ter med a n "Align­
ment. 

·-Tn .Lias na Cleithe there ar~ 

t he remains of. the lios from 
w hk h 1he townlanc\ t akes its 



name, but tt e stont:s have been 
quarried tor building purpose~ 
to such an extent that t he Lios 
.is almost cbliterated. The pos­
ition of hos rendered H difti­
cul t to capture. 

l U - In the sa:'De townla?1d and in 
view of Caiseal Caruig (VI J 
w hich lies about 700 yds to 
the Eas t, is a mound known 
as Crocun Chara igh . It is :1 
hiEock wit h a Lat top, b ut 
t here are no indications of 
habit a lion t here. 

11- Still fu rther W est .in same 
townland .is a spot known a s 
the Scalan. 

12- In t he townland of Castle·· 
common to the we~t of Killy­
begs on Mr. Mci ntyre's farrr .. 
is a very pet~;,i.liar structure. 
It consists of two paralL~l 

rows of standing stones of 
immense size, supporting 
covering stones of still gre at­
e r size and extending eas t­
wards un der a ct:ltivated 
field . T he local peope believe 
t hat foer e was an under­
g::ocm d passage l ea c\i1~g t o 
Caiseal Chomain (which \V~ 
were unabl e to locate) on lC 

Caise al Cha~aig which lies 
almost due nort h from it and 
about 1,200 y.a rds d ist ant. 

13- There is a M·egalithic monu­
ment in ·the townland of 
Drim anoo (0-S 97). It runs 
E ast-West and is 1G feet long 
1and about 6 feet wide. There 
a r e no covering stones. 

14- Remains of an old Franciscan 
Friary to t he south of Killy­
begs town . 

15- 0n '111 eminence to the south 
of the remains of the F.ran­
cis(:an F i·iary stand the 
ruin s of the castle of K illy­
begs. 

lti·-l n the C<itholic Churcr. i n 
K i !'.ybcgs a coffin shancd 
s :ab i s cemented into t hci 
Ea:;t wa ll. It. bea rs curiot: s!y 
carved shapes of animals 
and humans. 

17--· In the ·same church is <:. 

mural tablet to comrr.em:i-­
ate the s ixteenth centur y 
Bishop McGonigle's associ­
ation wit h K illybegs, He at­
tended t he Council of Trent 
and is believed to be bur ied 
w ithin t he walls of the o~d 
Franc:scan F r iary, His Mar­
or house may have been that 
now known as Killybegs 
Castle . 

18- At the bridge n·ear Ivb>. 
Ryan's, Lough-head, t here is 
an A lta r stone about e ight 
feet long rind two feet w i:ic. 
T he b ridge is often cal~erJ 
Droicead na h-Altaire. -Dur­
ing the Penal days Mass was 
celebrated on this rock an d 
it is sa id that boats were a l­
ways kept in r eadiness for 
the p riest's escape if c!anger 
threatened. T here is at t he 
door sid e of .Jim McBrearty's 
house of Roughwood a large 
hollowed stone which t rad it­
ion says was used a s a Holy­
wa ter fo:it at this Carraic-na­
hAlt aire. 

(B. J . McNELIS, KILLYBEGS, 
SEPT. 193!). 



KILBABBIN 
(A link with t he days when t he 

O'Dohertys were ch iefs o/ Ard­
miodha.r l . 

In the t ownland of Cavan 
Lower (pa r ish of · Donoghmorc~, 
ba :·on y of Rapho.~ South 0 / S . 
78 .) t here is a field b elonging 
to !\Ill'. H ugh A iex ander k nown 
ns Kilbac'bin. I n it is the s ite of 
a graveyar d which w a s b u t a 
fe w perches in a rea, but which 
Jocally g<:·vc i ts n ame to the 
w ho'.e fbkl and the whole is n ow 
1~ultivated as one f ie ld . 

About s ixty year s ag:o a farm ­
er, na med J ohn Ga) lcn , w ho own­
e d a litt le fa:·m b.~ sidc the ceme­
tery, d ied . It was s aid that he 
r emembered s.eeing. ·while h erd­
ing cows in a field adjoining t he 
graveyard. a fu neral parry 
:~u:rive t here . Gallen was then a 
lad or seven or e igh t yea rs o1cl 
an ci t h is even t. u n usual and 
rr: ade a ll the mor.~ untowar d b y 
tr,') ga ther ing twi light, frigh ten­
ed him 'into driv ing the cows 
home. In la te1· life he t old ih is 
sto:-y several. times. 

It appeared to him that t here 
w ere two or three m en of the 
pa!·ty, a nd t h at they h ad a coffin 
en a wheel car, a fo~·e runner ot 
1he pr e;,cn t fa rm ca rt in h ill,­
dist 1 ids. They did not proceed 
w ith the d igging o f a grave :1t 
once. but sat around and partook 
of some f orm of r efre shment for 
lie s:1w t h l•in <lrin.kill f.( from :t 

j :·11· wh h·h wns h nn cl r rl nr<rnml. 

T lie horse bega n to crvp lhl: 
grass very greedily and appea1·­
ed t o Gallen t o have com e a long 
iiist ance . T he la te :\fonsignor 
McL au gh lin , P .P. of Don a gh­
m ore, wa s inter ested in this old 
graveyard and asked m e to show 
h im t he s it·2. He wa s very d is­
appointed to find n o r~·a ce of a 
bou ndar y be tween it. and t lic 
fieid. 

J ohn Gallen d ied when he was 
e ighty Year s old so tha t the las t 
buria l in KiLb nbb in must ba\'e 
t aken pla ce ab out o ne hundred 
and t h i rty ye ar.;; ago. 

The late F ather Wa lter 
Hegar ty was abo ve~·y int ereste d 
in K ilbab b in a nd some twenty 
y0ars ago he recorded the follow­
ing, ba sed on tradit ions r eceiv­
ed from F ather James O'Flc­
herty:-

" Cill B abin wa s the ~pcci al 

bu:·ia l grouml o f t he O 'Dohcrtys 
ar.d w hen they removed from 
t heir origin :J l headqu arte rs near 
the F inn to lnis Eoghai n they 
st ill loved to br ing back t hei.r 
dead t o Cill Babin. Th is would 
s how that th is chur<'h l ike K ill­
faugh e:· in Clon.leigh p a!·is l1 wa s 
:i . foun datio n and under the p at­
ronage of that n oble family. It 
may possibly th row som e l igh t 
on t h e jurisd iction of Ard 
Miodh a ir." 

P. i\fauuii·f'. Cool:trfawson. 



GL~~ANINGS FROM OLD NEWSPAPERS 
AND MSS. 

l\1URIJER IN FAN.'\D 

"Wliile mc!J wee cutting tu:-f 
in Bally .i\~nard beg on Frid~:y 

evening 21 st Sept., 1840, they 
di scovered the b.ody of a v:oman 
dressed in a dark stuffed g0wn 
and flannel ·petticoat with a 
scar let handkerchief t ied l'·ound 
h er head . The body was perfect­
ly pre~ered. flesh not the '.east 
decayed or shr ivilled and fre" 
from smell. Her throat was cut 
in a most fr ie:htfu l manner, the 
hair and r i:band €n ci rcling t he 
head was stained with blood and 
the left arm was b rnken. At the 
inc1uest held in the parish 
church at F annet , bj' Mr. John 
Mille1-, coroner. several w~t­

nesses clearly recogn ised and 
identified the body as that of 
Betty T11 ompson. \Vife of the 
l ate 0 w c n Mc.Swin e. c\Irs. 
McSwine disappca!'ed in the 
month of :\l ay, 1811 under cir­
cumstances of a most suspicious 
nature and it was rumou~·ed from 
the t ime sh e was m issed that 
she h a d been mu-rdered and her 
body buried in the bog. St range 
to say n o sea!·ch w as made nor 
did any inves tigatic-n take place 
until the body was accidentally 
discovered n ear the sudace of 
the bog- and there is little doubt 
that sufficien t evid enre fo rmerly 
r·:d,;1<"11 in haw• lNl h tli,~ <'Oti­

viction of the mun1ere:·r.. 
It wns really astonishing to 

EE(! a ht:iman bcdy for ;:!O years 
i.nhurned in a bog with the line­
arncnts apparently perfect and 
unchanged as the day the unfor-
tuna te creatu~·e was 
and t he clo thes of the 

r"rn "·tiered 
deceased 

were uninjured b y time. Even 
t he small 'COX.. with which she 
was sli ghtly ma,rkecl. was clearly 
discernible .... the figure was 
finely i::rci;·ol't icr.ed, a nd the 
limbs pe::fectly elast ic and m ost 
exquisit ely formed with beauti­
ful d a r k hai r f lowing round the 
neck . as i f veiling from the eye 
of nature t he hO!Tid deed .... 
to the credit of the parishioners 
everv exertion was made to 
tl1row light e n the mysteriou~ 

deed. but without effect. The 
Jm·y found - that the body was 
t hat of Bet ty Thompson, who 
d isappeared in the month of 
May, 1811 and that she came by 
her death in conse-qucnC'l! of a 
wound inflicted on the throat, 
with some sharp instrument, by 
some per son o r persons un­
k nown." 

(Il.~rry Journal) 

COUNTY DONEGAL 
NEWSPAPERS 

"The Ballyshannon Herald'' 
v.ras the fi rst newspa per printed 
~11, , l p1.1blbheu i11 County Don­
egal. Tts fi rst number appeared 
in Jtlly, 1631, under the edito1·-



ship or a Sligo man, David· Car­
ter. It \Vas ultra Conservative 
ancl Cnionist in tone and, at 
times, ex tremely anti-Catholie. 
To counter-act i1s influence a 
r ival was set up en t itled " The 
BaUysba.nnon Patdot," which 
proved abo!'tive. for only four 
numbers appeared. Some yea rs 
later t he S li·go Liberals. cncou:·­
aged b~' their success w ith "The 
Sligo Champion," founded in 
1836 , tried to help the County 
DonegHl Liberals by open ing a 
p:-inting house in B allysl1annon 
and issuing from it a we>-~kly 
newspa.per " The Donegal Liber-

ator'' in H'l39. It went out of rir~ 
culation after 11 montl1s. Are 
t here a ny copies of these public­
ations extant'? 

A UNK WITH 
OLIVER GOLDSMIT H 

" Died at Carrigait on 2:; Aug­
ust , 1863. aged 88 years. Letitia 
Coll, otherwise Dennis<on, wid­
O \V, for 40 years sextoness of the 
parish chun·h of ~Ieevagh. She 
was tile grand-daughter of the 
noted Doctor Wilde::-. Oliver 
Goldsmith' ~i tu tor in Trinity 
College. Dublin ." 

(Derry Sentinel). 

Burials At Knader, Ballyshannon 

T owards the end of March. 
1952, whi le opening a drain, Mr. 
Ai!re d Patton unearthed some 
human bones near his new house 
at Knacler, Ballyshan non. 

Unfortuna tely the ·cones were 
very much distm bed and b"·oken 
by the excavation, but some facts 
could b.e gleaned without explor­
atory work, and it was decided 
to leave furtbe-i· il;vcs.tigation 
until a later dat~. 

There were traces of three 
burials along a 10 yard section 
of the drain, but only in one 
case were the remains found to 
be in a fair state nf preservati on 
This inter ment was, as fa r as 
can be seen at the moment , fac­
ing east. The depth of soil on 
the r ock in th is area is only 
about 15 inehes an cl the gn1vc 
had been dug down t<1 roek. No 

surround of stones on edge is 
apparent. No weapons oc other 
a1·ti<'les have so far been found. 

Dr. Swan of Coxtown examin­
ed some of the bones and con­
firmed that thev were burr.an, 
b ut he could not give ::ny indic­
ation of ltow long: sinee the bur­
ial took pla ce. His opin ion was 
ln at the few bones inspected 
looked rather light for a fu lly 
grown man. However , the fact 
that the bones were very brittle 
may indicate that they were ot 
considerable age. There w<:re no 
mounds of earth p,erceptible 
over t he graves such as m ay be 
seen on ::;rav·es a century old or 
more . 

There is a local tradition of 
the existence of a burial ground 
in the townland o( K11adcr. but 
until this recen t discovw·y thl' 



location was unkno\\iri. 
Mr. George Patton indicated 

the appro:ximate positio~ of 
part of the bank of a rath fonn­
ation and oointcd out a bank 
some 2 it. high about 15 yard s 
Jong . running api;::·roximately east 
and west. and near the centre of 
the rath. The bones were un­
earthed between t his bank and 
the southern limit o f the rat h . . 
The rnth or lis wh.ich must have 
been about 200 ft. in di ameter, 
was divided a pproximately in 
half by a stone and sod wall at 
sorr..e period. The western half 
has not been traceable in living 
memory, a n d although Mr. 
Alfred Patton's house is on this 

ptirt of the site, nothing of in· 
terest was fow1d whun the 
foundations were opened. The 
eastern h al f was fairly clearly 
defined until destroyed by the 
excavation of a 
the const ruction 
Hydro - Electric 
Scheme. 

chan r.;;-, t1u::ing 
of the Ei:ne 

Dev·eloprnent 

All ingham mentions. in his 
" Ballyshannon: Its H istory and 
Antiquities," the exi stence of an 
ecclesiastical !is in the townland 
of Knat!ler and the unear'-'.ling 
of b~mes. Is this the !is on M::. 
Patten's land? 

P. A. J ackson. M.A., M.A.I., 

,. 
Map of district where b~~1es 

were unearthed. 



A PEW i-IINTS ON CORRECT 
ARCHAEOLOGICAL NOMENCLATURE 

For many yea rs Wl'itcrs on 
Irish Ant iquities have been in tht 
ha bit of us ing a va:·iety of terms 
that are bewildering and often 
very misleading. Anyone famiiiar 
with the Journa l of the R oy'l l 
Society of Antiquaries m ust be 
aware of t his. 

I mplements should, as fa r a :': 
poss ible, be described under the 
names of the modern implement =· 
they represent, e.g. a s tone, cop-­
per er brcnzc, axe, hat'.'h et, chise'. 
etc., shoo.l id be so named, a nd noJ. 
a celt. R ing Forts. Earthen ·Forts, 
D ouble Fo! t .> , Trip!e Ring Forts , 
should be so named. dropping the 
tenns ''Cah jr'', and 
~'Caisea l". 

Standin_g stones of from 3' O" 
or 4 ' 0" upwards that !1ave evid­
ently been sat on end for a-pur­
pose shou!d be carefully exam:n-... 
ed for scorings, mark ing of a ny 
kind, poss ibiy ogams, a nd accur-­
ately described. and many tra­
d iticn s connec te ~l with t he·:n re­
corded . Everyone had a s ignif'.­
cance. Some undoubtedly ·are 
Gr.ave Monuments. and many of 
them a rc Boundary marks. 

A row of sta'.lding stones, three 
or more in a st r a ight line. is an 
Alignment. Jn all c ases ac~urat.e 

mcasurcme1; ts shou ld be recorde:! . 
A Stone ci rcle is a rin g of fi vc 

or more standing stones. Note 
carefully a ny large stand i t~ g- stone 
in the lot. not q uite in the line of 
the circ'.e. This is important. 

A Boulder circle is a ri ng of 
houldP1·s. not. s1 :1n<li11g sl1)rlt'~ . 

sometimes found nro11nrl Dolmens. 

A ~tructure co11si~t ing of i;ll'ge 
blocks of s tone pitched together 
on end, not built. into a wall, h <>.d 
better be described as a "Megali­
thie Monumen t". The t erm 
"Giant's -Grave", though a r; o!d r.s 
t he days of Si. Patrick, s_hould be 
dropped. 

A structu re consi~ting of three 
o:- more standing swnes :rnpport­
in g a large Cap stone shou:d be 
designated a Dolmen, t he name 
by which these struet ures arc 
know11 ove r most of Europe. The 
name Cromleck , confi:lccl t o Ire·­
lar~d, is a misnomer, and is n J t 
u nd erstood by Contine!1ta l Ant i­
quarie3. ·while t hese are. u n­
doubtedly, Sepulchral Monu­
ments, they should not b e called 
Giant's Graves. and cer taintly 
not Druids' A ltars, nor the be:!s 
of Dermod and Crar.ia. 

A _sirnilar structur e (ra re in 
Ireland j with on:y two ston es 

. s l.~pporiing the Cap stone, and 
· where it is evident a t hird sup-
p~>rt h3 :;; -!i(,t hce!1 rctn:>verl . is 
con·er-tly na.med Trilithons. 

Half Dolmen. F requen\ ly w.: 
find one end of the Can stone 
resting on the earth, a nd that h as 
be~n its original p::isition. where 
t here is no evidence that it sl i·oped 
into t hat positi:m. Such a Monu­
ment may be described as a ha.,f 
Do:men. a Demi--:::>olmen. or <Jn 
"Ea rth-fcot Dolrr:en'', Half Dol­
men is preferred. 

A structure cons.istin.g of two 
na r :-iilcl row" of standing "tones. 
~ nppor-ting' c•c)Vt' l'inr: slnne;:., h :in 
Alire Cooverte. 



Wedge boimen. An Ailee Con­
verte in which the rows of stones 
are not parallel, but converge to­
WClrc!s one end (which is general­
ly dosed by one or two standing 
stones) is best described as ii 

Wedge Dolmen. 
Bee-hive huts should be so 

mimed - not c:ochans. Such 
structures of small size (5 to 8 
feet in diameter) standing on 
the bank of a pond or river may 
be Sweat-houses, Jrish Vapour 
Baths, the predecessors of the 
European Turkish Bath. 

Artificial islands in lakes, gen­
erally adjoining the residences of 
the old local Chiefs, and in use 
down to the fifteenth century, had 
better be described as Crannog·es, 
not Lake D1Hllings. They were 
as a rule too small for permanent 
dwellings, and were more like}y 
store houses , and place:s of re­
treat in time of danger. 

Stone "Grave Mounds". Conic­
al heaps of stones put together to 
mark a ·grave are -correctly de­
scribed as Carns. They have gen · 
erally an outer ring of retaining 
stones, or flags partly sunk in the 
ground. 

An artificial earth mound is 
generally called a Tumulus, un·· 
iess there is a necessity for a dis­
tinguishing adjoctive, when it is 
described as a Long, Round, or 
Disc-Barrow. 

Cist-Carns or Cist-Tumuli are 
Carns or Tumuli. having a box­
like Cist. Chambered Carns o· 
Chamber':'d Tumuli have a gen­
erally pretty large burial 
chamber. 

The names M6na;s'ery, Abbey. 
Priary, and Friary are applied in­
cl is r-riminate1y to all remains of 
I.he r~sidcnces of. Religious, and 

seldom correctlj'. 
The Monta;stery was the resi­

dence of the regular Religious 
Orders, (originally wholly de­
tached from wordly concerns), 
such as the Benedictines, Cister­
cians, etc. Those of higher rank 
governed by an Abbot were cal l­
ed Abbeys. Assaroe is probably 
rightly called an Abbey. Those r f 
lower rank governed by a Prior 
were called Priory. Outlyin5 
branch houses, in which a few 
mon ks wo:::ked a farm and s2nt 
its produce to the mother house, 
were called Granges, and the 
monk in charge a Granger. A -;­
saroe had a number of those :r;. 
County Donegal. 

Friary. The Convents of th '~ 

Mendicant Orders (1) The 
Franciscans; (2) The Augustin­
ians; (3) The Dominicans; (4) 
The Carmelites or White F::iar~ 

shoulrl always be called Friaries. 
Donegal was a Friary not ·rn 
Abbey. 

Names or words in any intelli­
gible script are described as 1u­
scriptions. Any other marking;;, 
such as cuo and ring, circl2 
marks. L·umpet marks, that ha vE! 
not a literary significance may 
be described as Scribblings. Eve,1 
the slightest artificial mark on a 
stone should be recorded. 

A BOOK WORTH B-UYINiG 
Prehi~torlc Ireland b,\' Dr. Jos­
eph Raftec-y- Batsford .Ltd .. 
London, 16s; p.p. XVI & 228 267 
illustatiens. 

A B.OOK WORTH ORDERING 
Tht> new edition of ... Dr.. Sean 

O'Riordain's Antiquities of the 
Irish Countryside. whir-h will 
be on sale in the near futu.':e, 



Donegalmen In The American 
War Of Independence 

Q'HART in his Irish Pedigrees 
•opened the genealogy of the 

Conyngham families of Lancaster 
and Wilkes Barre, U.S.A., with a 
romantic account of their Irish 
ancestor, Alexander Conyngham, 
of the lrlencairn family, who set­
tled at Rossguil in the early 
seventeenth century. He is credit­
ed with having (what was then 
quite a common occurence) mar­
ried the daughter of one of the 
dispossessed ehieftains; in the 
case one of the MacSweeneys. 
The Conynghams of Lancaster, 
U.S.A., are descended from their 
eldest son. Adam Conyngham. 
The descendants of A d am 
Conyngham's brothers, David and 
Gustavus 'are, however, those 
which now interest u s. 
DAVID Conyngham, we are t old, 

married a daughter of "the 
renowned Irish chieftain; Red­

'mond O'Hanlon" ·and their eldest 
son Redmond emigrated from Let­
terkenny ta Philadelphia with his 
wife, Martha, daughter of Robert 
Ell:s, and their family about the 
year 17 56. Redmond Conyngham 
was a trained sea captain and on 
occasions took command of a 
merchant ship owned by John 
Nesbitt & Co. of Philadelphia. 
Eventually he was offered a 
pi;irtnership in this firm which 
then changed its name to Nesbitt 
and Conyngham. About the year 
1767 he gi·ew tired of America 
ancl returned to Ireland. His son, 
David Hayfield Conyngham tool~ 

over his father's partnership in 
Fhiladelphia and became one 
of Washington's most valued sup­
porters in the \V·ar of Independ­
ence. He was the father of .John 
Nesbitt Convngham. LL.B ., born 
in Philadelphia, 17~, one of \;he 
foremost American Jurists of the 
last century. His descendants 
were living in Wilkes Barre at 
the close of the century and one 
of them was t1he wife of the Rt. 
Rev. Bacon Stevens, D.D., Bishop 
of Pennsylvania. 

GUSTAVUS Conyngham, third 
son of Alexander Con-

yngham and Miss MacSweeney, 
married his cousin Gabri2! 
Conyngham and their son was 
a:so named Gustavus. He, too. 
emigrated to the New World and 
served as a ship's officer unde:c 
his cousin, Redmond Conyngham. 
When war broke out he passed 
into the Amecican navy with the 
ran.k of Captain and on 2nd Ma y, 
1777, his ship, "The Surprise" 
captured the British packet boat 
"Prince of Orange" in the Eng­
lish Channel. He was, in turn 
captured by the Royal Navy but 
escaped while being sent, in irons, 
for trial. He managed to find his 
wav back to the Revolutionists 
and was given command of tte 
U.S. warship "Revenge" which he 
commanded unt il 178'i. JN a footnote O'Hart tells that 

Redmond Cunningham was 
named after his mu1.crll<1l grand­
father; Count Redmo:1d O'Hanlon, 



the famou~ Raparee of the seven­
teenth century and in support of 
t his <.1uotcd the following tradit­
ion : 

"In the Conyngham House at 
Letterkenny was (and likely 
still is) preserved on the 
mantlepiece a stone on whieh 
it is recorded .................... . 
Redmond O'Hanlon once be­
came separated from his fol­
lowers and being weary he 
lay down to sleep. He w as 
awak ened two or three times 
by a lizard running over his 
face, and .at first was merely 
irritated ; but, as he became 
more aroused, he recollected 
the lizard's action to be ac­
counted for as a warning. 
He therefore arose, looked 
a round, and saw a wild boar 
ready to attack him. His en­
counte::- with the b oar drew 
h im into a wood, and in a 
direction contrary to that he 
was about to take. H e was 
thus saved from a pa rty of 
his enemies, who were lying 
in w ai t for him." 

O'Hart is not a re'.iable histori­
an and we wonder how much of 
the above data is fact and h :nv 
rm:ch is fiction? 

J . C. Men . 

The F enian Movement 
In County Donegal 

IN the month of October 1865, 
police, acting on information 

received , arrested three men in 
the t own of Hamelton and hurried 
them off to Lifford !Gaol. The 

first was• a man named Rogers 
who proved to be a Captain in 
the United Slates Army. and his 
legal adviser complained that his 
army commission was one of the 
documents taken from him at the 

... time of the arrest. This . com­
plaint was forwarded to the 
American Consul at Derry. The 

. . second man, MacElwee, was also 
an American citizen and was be­
lieved to be a special trainee of 
the American Irish Republican 
Brotherhood. Both were natives 
of the F anad district. 

THE owner of the house in 
Ramelton in which ,Rogers 

and 1MacElwee were captured was 
the third man arr ested in this 
police swoop. His name was Gal­
la1gher (Sic) and he was describ­
ed as a Cooper by trade ; who had 
been discha rged from the Done­
gal Militia, after one period of 
training, on account of his treas­
onous language. P olice observed 
that Gallagher and Rogers, "al­
though they n ever knew each 
other before'', were const ant com­
p ariions from the date o f Rogers's 
r eturn and t h is caused enqu iries 
to be made into the motives be­
hind the return of the two exiles. 

QNE of the hostile press reports. 
upon whi.ch this account of 

F enian activity in County Done · 
gal is based, sneered at Gallag­
.htor's an·oganee b ecause .bt2 claim­
ed t o b e descendant of " the 
great O'G allagher" and persisted 
in calling himself Michael Carol 
O'Gallagher. 

VERY soon after these arrests 
were made the Royal Navy 

established a patrol along the 
coast of Co unty Done_<tal. 

K. TAAFFE. 



The Ballyshannon Fishery District­
Co, Donegal. 

BY H . IIK'l'lMl?\ G 

This district embracing the 
Southern part of Co. Donegal and 
the Northern part of Co. Leitrim, 
provides some of the best and 
most ~aried fishing in the British 
Isles. It suits all pockets; that of 
the angler with his car who can 
afford to stay i.n the best hotels, 
hire gillies and boats, and pay 
for good s['~mon fishing, ·md that 
of the sportsman who of neces­
sity is restricted to the modest 
hotel or boarding house with a 
cycle to transport him to his free 
fishing. The district suits the 
keen angler who wishes to con­
centrate on hi s fishin g and also 
the angler who regards fishin g as 
being incidental to lovely sur­
roundings and a good time with 
his family or friends on a picnic-. 
The fisherman may change from 
Joughs to rivers or from estuaries 

.to the small lakes. He may fi sh 
dry or wet or troll or spin. He 
may take pollack and mackerel 
off the shores of Donegal Bay. 

The most extensive water in 
the district is Lough Melvin. 
Some D m i1es long with some 
25 miles of attractive ~bore line , 
it is remarkable for its four dif­
ferent types of trout as well as 
for its salmon. There are no pike. 
The only other fish are char. 

perch and eels. There are free 
waters and preserved waters and 
both are equally g"ood. Those who 
like good pike fishing will find 
well stocked waters in the dis­
trict. Ths BundTowes River, the 
Bunduff River .and various spate 
rivers ru:ming into <Donegal Bay 
provide salmon, sea and brown 
trout fishing. The finest salmon 
river. the Erne, one of the best in 
Ireland, has lost its lovely s'llmon 
pools now covered by a new lake 
to provide power for the Electric­
ity Supply Board. Provision has 
been made for the salmon tQ run 
through and the large n umbe 
of fresh ;.·un >'.a lmon and the re­
turning smolts using the two 
new fish paEses gives hope that 
the trcuhle the E.S.B. have tak­
en to prese:ve t he fishing may 
be rewa:-ded. A multitude of 
elver at·e u sing the s pecial elver 
pa3s at the main power station 
at Kathleen Falls and at the 
subsidiar.1· station at Cliffe. 

The E r n e c <> n t a. i n s 
big deep bodied trout and it may 
be that .after a time the new lak e 
will p rovide good sport with sal­
mon and trout. In an ticipation Gf 
this the E.S.B . intend to guard 
the interests. of anglers. There 
arc other good waters in adjacent 



districts within easy 
eluding Lough Erne 
"B••nh ... ·r,'. 

reach, in­
across the 

The man who wishes to fish 
but whose family like the bright 
lights and the entertaiT1ment of­
fered by a ponular seaside resort 
will find accomodation to suit 
his pocket in Bundoran. If he and 
,his family like the peace .and 
beauty of the country there are 
hotels to meet his needs. There 
are lovely motor runs along the 
s'.'!ores of Donegal Bay with its 
secluded bathing beaches, and al­
so through the mountain valleys, 
with every o.oporturiity to wield 
the rod. Bundoran provides danc­
in g, golf, ten;iis, cinemas, and 
other entertainments. The quiet 
old world town of Ballyshannon 
on the Erne can make the visitor 
·comfortable. It is a good shoppi:lg 
centre and c:iters for the angler 
and his requirements. There are 
comfortable hotels, efficient gar­
ages, a cinema and a theatre 
where dances are held. For those 
who wish to live in the country 
by their fishing there is a com­
fortable hotel on the North shore 

'of Lough Melvin. 
A list of hotels, their charges, 

etc .. may be ol:;+cii'led from the 
Ir:sh Tourist Association, w.ith 
offices in Dublin, Belfast. Lon­
don and New York. The Anglers' 
(;uide compiled by the Depart­
n~ent of Agri culture, Fisheries 

·B:·anch is obtaLrnble from the 
Department or the LT.A .. and is 
stocked b y man y of the leading 

tacklists. 
There ar c not many· places in 

the British Isles where one can 
have the c!1oice of catching sal­
mon and trout in lough, river or 
estuary, or combine mountain 

442. 

·climbing with fishing. One 
sportsman who visits the (list\·ict 
in the latter part or the season 
frequently brings back a mixed 
bag of trout, grouse, duck and 
rabbits, while his wife who ac­
companies him, finds happiness 
in recording th1" !ovcly scenery 
on canvass. Two vi, itors 
one a well-known bfrd art­
ist, climbed to a lake nearly 2,000 
feet up and returned with a H lb. 
trout and ·a determination to re­
turn and try the evening rise. 
Next day the artist caught a sup­
erb brown trout on Melvin weigh­
ing 7} lbs. Within a few minutes 
he had recorded its fre sh colours 
on his rough painting block. An 
outline of the fish was hten tak­
en and in due course a finished 
painting was created. 

The dry fly purist will find use 
for all his art in presenting hi s 
fly to the big shy Erne trout. 
Running up to S lb s. or more 
these deep chested fish are mag­
nificent fighters. With skill , 
patience and ccmn ing they may 
be taken during 1.he day on dry 
or wet fly, but the night rise is 
the best time. Just as it is getting 
dark these big trout come on the 
feed and the angler may well 
have the sport of a life time 
packed into a short half hour. 
There is a May Fly rise and at 
other times the medium Olive or 
Wall Fly, fished wet dry are 

·suitable lures. 
The wet fly fistei:man may 

have all the sport he cle ;res wi1 i1 

tail fly 2'1d two clro9pets •!rift­
ing on Lough Melvin am! at times 
fishing the shor.es by night for 
the cruising gillaroo or brown 
trout feeding on snails, shrimps 
ancl flies. Flies-well there are 



H1an.v authoritie5 who have their 
'IW!l ideas and achieve success. 
Personally I start the season with 
a Gosling as top dropper, a Con­
nemara Black or March Brown 
as middle and a Golden Butcher 
on the tail. By mid April I re­
place the Butcher with the Welsh­
man';; Beetle and the mid drop­
per with a Golden Olive. As soon 
as the gorse blazes I use a Hares 
Ear as mid dropper. · When the 
May Fly appears this replaces the 
Gosling, though perhaps the Gos­
ling fishes just as well for it is 
like a May Fly. I -continue with 
Hares Ear, or Golden Olive or 
Claret and Mallard on the mid 
dropper. As soon as the Daddy is 
up that replaces the May fly and 
I retain it and the faithful beetle 
until the close of the season. Do 
I take fish? Yes and good ones, 
but so do others with entirely 
differe!lt combinations of flies. 

In Jc1ly and August, when the 
Daddy is up, grand sport is to be 
had with the dap. When making 
up to the start of a drift it is 
well worth trolling or spinning 
with the natural minnow or 
golden sprat, or the blue Devon, 
the Coilie or the spoon. In this 
way salmon and lar[~e trout may 
be taken. Sea trout may be taken 
spinning the blue and silver Dev­
on or on a Rogan fly lure in the 
Erne estuary and in variou5> 
rivers running into Donegal 
Bay. 

The Bundrowes, connecting 
Melvin to the sea is an early sal­
mon river opening on the lst 
January. Most of the fishing is 
owncct by an hotel in Bundoran 
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and p;1.rt by a private 1.:~tatc . 
Tickets may be pureha$ed. The 
Bunduff, a late salmon river, 
sometimes fishes well for salmon 
and sea trout when in spate. The 
owne"· of the fishing allows 
members of the Bundoran and 
District Anglers' Association to 
fish for trout free of charge. 
Visit-ors are welcome to join the 
Asso~iation on payment of 5s. 

He makes a reasonable charge 
for salmon fishing, At times mix­
ed bags of small salmon, sea 
trout .and brown trout may be 
taken from a boat drifting on 
Lough Eske where tickets may be 
obtained at reasonable prices. 

Every year large trout are 
taken spinning at the West end 
of Lough Erne and in the river 
where it leaves t!W Lough. i'When 
the May Fly is up some heavy 
baskets may be taken on the dap 
or with the dry fly and the ~pent 
gnat. This area if. a few miles 
Ea·st of Belleek in Northern 
Ireland where a 10/- rod licence 
is required. Tickets. to fish the 
Erne for salmon or trout 
may be obtained from the 
Fishery at Ballyshannon. 

Grand sport with small but 
h!ard fighting trout is to be had 
on the numerous small lakes 
North East of Ballyshannon. 
Some of them contain good pikl". 
and rudd. These lakes appear like 
jewels among the rockey foot hills 
which are covered with heather 
and gorse and from which lovely 
distant views may be obtained 
of Donegal Bay and its fringing 
mountain ranges. 



Correspondence 
The O'Donnells Of Glassagh 

DEAR Sir,-The popular proprie-
tor of Brownhall is inclined 

to treat with derision the few 
legends that we still possess 
about the O'Donnell's of Glas­
sagh. This much, however, has 
the support of !a vivid and wide­
spre'ad tradition. A man called 
An Dalach Mor appe:ared in 
Glassagh some time in the first 
half of the eighteenth century. 
According to one 1account he 
came from Scotland; according 
to another he came from Spain. 
This man may have been the 
celebrated Domnick Roe, although 
of course there is no certainty 
ebo\.!t it. Legends have it that 
An Dalach Mor married the 
"Daughter of the Earl," but we 
know not who the Earl was. 
NO one ever said, as Captain 

Hamilton implies, that the 
O'Donnells had set up a sort of 
independent principality in Glas­
s,agh. The first comer was simply 
a squatter who built a commodi­
ous house which the hovel­
dwellers on the two sides of the 
Finn designated An Teach Mor. 
THE authorities looked upon 

the Glassagh tribe as being 
loyal which it surely was and 
Rory, the grandson of Dalach 
!Mor became Constable of the 
Ba:-ony of Boylagh, whatever 
that meant. Rory gave a signal 
proof of his loya lty in 1798 when 
he absented himself from the 
scene of •the duel in Lifford be­
tween his brother-in-law and the 
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British dragoon. He was quite 
Siafe years •afterwards in presid­
ing at a ·pro-Emancipation meet­
ing in Stranorlar, since both Teel 
and Wellington favoured the re­
peal of the Penal Laws. 
fOR many years the Oatholie 

clergy he}d their conferences 
in the Big House of Glass::igh, 
why they· discontinued dt does 
not concern us here. 
LATIN was studied in the Glas-

sagh house and Rory main­
tained against Bishop Patr.ick 
Mac Gettigan , whose obstinancy 
exceeded his own, that the priest 
at the Millside scallan had no 
right to begin Mass until the 
O'Donnell cavalcade had arriv­
ed. 
ACCORDING to very reliable 

traditions, Rory, like his 
father befo1·e him, was permitted 
to carry a sword, acted the 
swashbuckler, and could :·ep:en­
ish his kegs from the never-end­
ing supplies of continental 
srr:ugglers. There is a striking 
resemblance between this family 
1and two 1contempo1!ary Kerry 
tribes; namely. the O'Donoghoe 
of the Glen and the Magilcuddy 
of the Reeks. The Glassagh sept 
Was the most Irish, for when 
taunted .. with their apparent loY­
.alty to Government they always 
replied that they alone of all the 
O'Donnells in Ireland had never 
used the Christian name Niall! 
NOW although our Brownhall 

friend despises folk-lore when 



quoted as history it nllay never­
lhcle08 in lel'e:;t him 'lo hear what 
the folklore of the Fintown dis­
trict says of the Hamiltons as 
landlords, and the relations be­
tween the latter and the O'Don­
nells. I must summarise and in 
regiard to dates I cannot but be 
vague. 

SOME time in the 'Thirties or 
the 'Forties, but before the 

Famine, a young man named 
Jeremi1ah O'Donnell, from Rusky 
or Convoy, came to Ballinamore. 
He had a glib tongue 1and a bright 
eye and succeeded in winning a 
c!1augr!ter of the house of Glas­
sagh. Some time afterwards 
Mlajor James H31milton appointed 
Jeremiah as his •8gent. Now there 
was this difference between the 
landlord and the agent. The 
former was considerate and pop­
ulo r; the latter was detested. 
James Hamilton took measures 
to prevent any of his tenants 
from dying of hunger in 1847. 
Jeremiah O'Donnell of Ballina­
more advocated U:e rais ing of 
rents. In fact a plot was laid in 
the early 'Sixties to terminate 
the career of Jeremiah, but it 
misciarried. 

JT is not my place to sit in 
ju::'gment on accepted and 

deep~rooted traditioi;s. Many a 
time has the Finn fl c·::>ded its 
'banks since, <a,s a lit1tle boy, I sat 
listening to truthful 1and venerable 
sbanahies de.scribing the men 
and the events of those far-off 
times. 

Scraig. 

The Editor, 
Donegal Annual. 

J·an.,1953. 
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TH!'! O'DONNEU:S OF THJ~ 
GLASSAGH. 

"Ailsa Lodge", 
Rosslare Harbour, 

Co. Wexford, 
28th January, 1953. 

A Chara, 
W'HEN I read Captain Hamil-

tor's ~e•ter in the last issue 
of "The Annual" accusing me of 
neating fanta stic legends and 
parading fables r0-<.;.Jove in my 
artic'.e "Captain \Ianus ()'Don­
nell", in Vol. 1, No. 3 (pps . 
193/203) of the 1949 "Journa;" 
of foe Historical Society, my 
mind f1ashed back to that epi­
sode in the Captain's own autobi­
ography, "My Times and Other 
Times", (p. 45) in which he prides 
himself that once at a .County 
Council meeting a member did 
not fully understand something 
that had te2n put forward. tut 
nevertheless accepted the, facts 
as coming from th2 Gentlerr.an 
of Brownhall ! I would like to 
think that my acc~sor h<id sim­
ilar faith in 'his fellow men. Far 
from being a figment of my im­
a:gination, there are Chapter and 
Verse for every statement in that 
sketch but the fact that the 
paper was originally prepared as 
a talk is largely responsib'.e for 
my not having quoted them in 
the firf,t instance. The descript­
ion of tllc Glassagh O'Donnells 
and their claim to belong to the 
main line of the Premier Family 
of Tirco.naill (a family that also 
has "blue" blood in their veins­
althcugh a distinguished repre­
sentative of the present gener­
a,tion tells me that his uncle al­
ways considered this "foreign" 
drop much infer.tor to their own!) 



arc principally b1'! 0t·d t>ll "A 
History uf the Dioccoe of Rap­
hoe," (Canon Maguire), The 
(;rand Jury Presentments for 
County Donegal, "Dha Choad de 
Cheoltaibh Uladh", (E:iri O'Muir­
:gheasa), ".Cloic Ceann Folaidh". 
(S~amus O'Searcaigh), "O'Cham­
haoir go Clap-Sholas", (Seaghan 
MacMeanman), supplemented by 
additional information very kind­
ly supp:ie'd me by the last-named 
au.thor - and who knows his 
naUv·e Glenfinn ;J:::etter than 
Seaghan Ban? 

I prefaced my description of the 
Glassagh O'Donne:ls by "it 

is said", and the quoting of "Dha 
Chea::l de Cheaoltai:bh Uladh" -
a standard work of reference that 
is so wide'.y known-made it ob­
vious that I was speaking of 
tradition. Dr. McNeill tells us 
that "tradition is but t'he people's 
memory"; but apparently the 
voi:e of G:enfinn never pene­
trated the feudal walls of far off 
Brownhall. The Glassagh O'Don­
nells a e well known beyond the 
limits of Glenfinn . Seamus 
O'Searcaigh published "Doiminic 
Ruadh na Glaisghe" that was re­
corded in Rann na Feiste. I have 
heard frequent mention of the 
Family ·in The Rosses and else­
wher·e. Sea,ghan MacMeanman 
Wl;'ites how they sacrificed every­
,thing to alleviate the distress in 
Famine times. He says that they 
had a man working ni·ght 1and 
day killing and skinning animals 
for broth for the starving people 
until the entire hill was cleared 
of stock and they spent all they 
possessed . 

} am very grateful <to Capt.:.in 
Hamilton for the kindness. 

hospitality and :he1p so generous-
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iy extcnrlcd tl•. me when I called 
on him one winter's evening in 
1946 and first made his 1acquaint­
ence. I was seeking information 
concerning the ·O'Donnells and it 
was t;'.1en that I learned 1that his 
Fintown property did not extend 
to the Glassagh, which was on 
the adjoining Sty:es estate. Al­
tJhough I was ll.ving in Lifford at 
this period I was almost contin­
uously out of the County and 
thereby prevented from following 
the matter up. Shortly after­
wards I moved permanently to 
Co. Wexford, and wit1'.1 the change 
has gone all possibility of pur­
suing ~t further. Who will carry 
on? 

.Mise, le meas, 
Rupert S. O'Cochlain. 

Editor's Note-I think that both 
the above writers 'are mistaken in 
assuming that Captain Hamilt011 
scorns all Glenfinn tradition. My 
interpretation of his letter was 
that he deplored the fiction which 
flowed as folklore into some of 
the literature upon which Mr. 
O'Cochlain based his remarks on 
the O'Donnells of Glassagh. I 
agree with Captain Hamilton that 
the time has come to eradicat.c 
some of these inaccuracies but 
on the othe:: hand, I also agree 
with Mr. O'Coch lain that these 
O'Donnells were an important 
branch of t·he clan and I should 
be grateful if the parties concern.~ 

ed and readers would suspenQ 
judgment until our next publi­
cation when I hope to be able tc 
carry on Mr. Cochlain's. good 
work; and at the same time to 
satisfy Captain Hamilton's curi-
osity. J. C. McD. 
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1952 IN 

JANUARY 
Sto:-ml::ound for five weeks, 

Tory Island was relieved, but 
only just in time as fc.od sup­
plies were exhausted. 

Rev. Dr. B. ,Duggan, D .Ph., 
C.C., Kilcar, a native of Mull­
aghduff, Kincasslagh, died i.n 
the Sheil hospit111, Ballyshannon. 
He was ordained in Rome i·n 
1916. 

Donegal Vocatio:ial Educa-
tion Committee decided to erect 
new technical schools at Car­
:·ick and Gortahork at a cost of 
£20,000, and tci seek the permis­
sion of the Department for the 
erection of a third school at 
Gweedore. 

The death occurred, at 80 
yea:·s of age, of ;Rev. P. >Devlin, 
P.P., Donaghmore. He was educ­
ated in Paris. 

Very Rev. J. Macintyre, par­
ish priest of Burtonp01·t for 12 
years, died. A native of Carrick. 
he was ordained in 1905 and 
spent nine years on Arranmore. 
where, at his sipecial requ.est, 
his remains vvere interred. 

The eounty keasurer report-
ed a loss of £163 lls on the 
year's workiri·cr when the annual 
county conve~\.Q,p .of the G .A.A. 
1ttended by 60 ' delegates, was 
'.1el'.l at Ballybofey. 

FEBRUARY 
Comhaltas Uladh, at a meet­

ing· in Belfa,;1, :1::nouncNl th1t 

Retrospect 

the new Irish training college at 
R::;ssguil would be ready for 
o;:icning b May. £7,500 was col­
lected from subscribers , includ­
ing An Taoiseach, and all tJ:.e 
Bishops of Ulster. 

Rev. P . :O.I cHugh, P :P., Bado­
ney Upper, (Plumbridge, Co. 
Tyrone) was appointed P.P., 
D::maghmore. Rev. T. R. Griffith, 
Adm .. Glenswilly, was appoint­
ed parish priest, Burtonport. 

Donegal County Council fix­
e:l a ratp of 35s in the £, an in­
crease of 5s. The County <Mana­
ger had estimated for a rate of 
40/4. 

Lough Swillv Railway Com­
pany shareholders at the an­
nual meetiniz. hea::d that for 
the first time rec·eipts had reach­
ed the quarter million pounds 
mark. Actual in er.ease (gross re­
ceipts) was £20,226 and a divid­
e:it of 5% was decla,·ed. It was 
decided to close down the re­
maining portion of their railway 
line-Derry to Buncrana and 
Letterkenny. 

.!\<fost Rev. Dr. Farren. Bishop 
of Derrv. laid thp foundation 
stone of a new convent building 
for the Sistel·s of Mercy, Bun­
crana. 

MARCH 
Dr. Anthony Dunlevy, son of 

tile late Mr. and Mrs. George 
Dunlevv. Mounfrharles. !'aclio· 
lo,:.(ist. in one of Manc·h<'s1et' . .; 
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biggest hospitals , was featured 
in "Manchester Eveni.ng News·' 
for his work in saving the hos­
pital thousands of pounds by 
prac'.ically "home-ma·king" onC; 
of h1-2 most up-to-date x-ray 
systems in the world. 

Efforts by the local IndusLial 
:C-2-\12lopment Association to ob­
ta in an industry for Letterkenny 
were successful and it was an­
nounced that iMessrs. N·e$tles, 
Ltd., London, had agreed to 
erect a milk products factory a 
short distance from the town. 

Mr. P. Lavin, Portahand, Co. 
Roscommon, w a s a·ppointed 
town clerk, Lett-erkenny, in suc­
ces3io.:J. to Mr. Tadg O':Ma·hony, 
appointed to a similar post in 
Arklow. 

The 26-years-old Moville Fish­
ery Board and its Derry counter­
part, went out of existence and 
were replaced by a four-man 
Commission set up. under the 
Foyle Fisheries Act of 1952. The 
Commission is the first body i·n 
Ireland to have r-ep:·esentatives 
of both the Dublin and Stormont 
Gcve!·nments and this was tl1e 
fil·st attempt at full scale co-op­
eration between the Twenty­
Six and the Six Counties. 

Letterkenny Urban Council 
fixed a rate of 38s 8d in the £, 
an increao·e cf 2s 8d. Bundoran 
rate increased ;by 5s ld to 
39s lOd. Buncrana Council re­
fused to strike a rate in prnte3t 

.. against the increac•ed demand 
by the County Council occasion­
ed by the town's revaluation. 

Re.;, . M. McCauley, c.c., Mo­
ville. fo~merlv C.C. Glenmulin, 
died. He was ordained in 1914. 
l le :-;p~'llt. SOlll(' ,\'Clll'S in 
ica, where he was one 

i\mf'" .. 

Of the 

organisers (Jf a ba1i4u-et for Arch. 
bishop Mannix, Australia, when 
he an·ived i.n the US. following 
the Eriti: h Gcv-2rnment's refus­
al to allow liim k land in Ire­
land. Fr. McCauley also acco.n­
panied Mr. De Valera when, a:; 
President of the Irish Repub:ic, 
he travelled thrcugh the States 
seeking support for the Rept.Jl::­
lic. 

APRIL 
Donegal County Council de­

cided to rely on private contract­
ors for turf supplies this year. 

Th2 county G.A.A. football 
team was defeated, 3-3 to 0-7 
in the semi-final of foe National 
League ccmpetition at Crok2 
Park, by Co::k. 

Ccuntv engir:eer, 3fr. D. P. 
B2.!TY, rnbmittcd details of a 
five year p:an of ro:id works to 
the County Council. The Govecn· 
ment grant was stated to be 
£114,000. 

Se~n n Caisidc, O.S., sec2:et· 
ary, in his report to the annual 
meeting d the S.W. Donegal 
Coisthe Chea-nntc.ir of the Ga·elic 
League, said exce:lent work 
was l:eing done and there was 
great progress in the Irish 
drama movem2nt in the area. 

Rev. M. Connolly, cha.plain, 
St. Joseph's Orrhanage for the 
past seven years, was appo~nte:l 

parish pr:•=st of Drumsnat and 
Kilmc:-e, Corcaghan, Co. Mon­
aghan. 
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A distinguished visi'.or to the 
rounty was his Excellency, t·he 
P u.pal Nuucio, Atchbi shup Ger­
ald Patrick O'Hara. 



MAY 
A conference of 300 national 

school teachers. organised by 
the Donegal County : Committee 
of the I.N. T .0 .. a.nd t•he first of 
its kind, met in Ballybofey and 
pc.oled ideas on school m~thods 

and problems. 

A rate collection amounting 
to 97 .8 per cent. of the total war­
rant was announced by the 
county se2retan·. 

Ballyshannon's first D:·ama 
Festival was ooened by Most 
Rev. Dr. :O.IacNeely. Entries W·ere 
received from each of t1he four 
prnvinces. 

Do:J.egal iunior G.A.A. foot­
ball team defeated Tyrone in 
the final of the Ulster l'hampion­
ship. 

The Bisl100 of Raphoe, .'.\lost 
Rev. Dr. MacNee!y, solemnly 
ble3sed and laid the corner 
stone of the new £60,000 Church 
o: Christ the King at Gortahork. 

The hearing of 90 appea'.s 
frcm the decision of the Com­
missicners of Valuation arising 
out of the general i evision of 
valuations in 
clude:l at 
Cou:·t. 

Buncrana co.::J.­
Buncrana Circuit 

Mr. W. M. A. James, llead­
master, Royal S l'hool, Raphoe, 
for sev-eral years, received a:J. 
appointment in Drogheda Gram-
mar School. ..,. 

.< 

The Rev. W. McQuade, '.\I.A., 
Longford, was appointed curate­
in-charge, Gle::Jcolumbkille par­
ish. Attendance at lristailation 
in St. Co1umba's Chui"th inclm•· 
ed the Bishop, :\lost Rev. Dr. 
Ml'Neill Bovd. D.D. 
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JUN€ 
On 29th June, Ros .'\uala was 

the scene of an historic cere­
mony, tt.e blessing and dedica­
tion of the new church and 
friary erected by t·he Francis­
can Order of Friars Minor. The 
0·2Casion ma:·ked the return to 
Tirconaill of the Orde1· for the 
first time since they were ban­
ished in Penal times. The Order 
had, in fact, returned at the in­
vitation of the Bishop of Rap­
hoe, Most Rev. De .'.\lcNeely, 
some years previously, but were 
accommodated in temporary 
quarters pending the construct­
ion of the new buildings. It was 
estimated that some 7 ,OOO people 
attended the ce:·emonies. In ad­
dition to t•he Lord Bishop and 
other church dignitaries, his Ex­
cellenc,v, the President of Ire­
land, An Taoiseach, Mr. D-2 
Valera, members of the Oireac-h­
tas. Judiciary and Army, were 
p:-·esent. The dedication was per­
formed by his Lordship, the 
Bishop, who later presided in 
the Sanctuary at Solemn High 
Jlass celebrated by Very Rev. A . 
McLoone, president, St. Euna.;1's 
College. A temporary altar was 
erected outside the chun:h and 
here Mass was also celebrated 
for the thousands who could not 
be admitted to the church. A 
special sermon was preached by 
Very Rev. Dr. J . P. l\kLaughlin, 
vice-pr·esident, Maynooth Col­
lege, a native of Ballyshannon. 
The Franciscan community, .:all 
present at the ceremonies ··':,{l.nd 
all who assisted received a spec­
ial Aposto'.ic Blessing from His 
Holiness, the Pope. 

The new milk product~ factory 
nt. Let te:kenny opened nnrl on 



the first day l;'WO galls. of milk 
were accepted. 

Capt. James ·:Hamilton chair-
man. told the "county Executive 
of l\Iacra na Felrme, that the 
county had th~ low<!st member-. 
ship in the Twenty-Six Counties 
c:. t 188 membe1·s. There were 
only nine clubs, he said. 

Rev. Daniel McCready, Bun­
cra11:a, assistant at All Saints 
parish, Tucson, Arizona, since 
1948, was appointed Diocesan 
Director of the Catholic Youth 
Organisation, Tucson Diocese. 

The death took place, after a 
brief illness, at Mulroy, of the 
fifth Earl of :Leitrim. On the 
death of his father in 1907 he 
took over the management of 
the Rosapenna Hot.el and the 
steamer service between Mil­
ford, l\fulroy, Glasgow, Por trush 
and Derry. 

Doneaal was giv·en a new 
motor vehicle re!!istration se::ies 
-ZP. 

Most Rev. Dr. D'Alton, Arch­
bishop of Armaah and Primate 
of all-Ireland, patra·n of the soc­
iety presided in Cappa Magna 
at High Mass in the , Church of 
foe Immaculate Conception, 
Bundoran. at the opening of the 
annual Congress of Cdstus Rex. 

Ramelton Guildhall, it was 
announced. wci,s converteri into a 
knittinO" factorv and about 12 
girls were employed. Sir Jocelyn 
Stewart undertook the develop­
ment. 

Donegal' ·County CouneiI, by 
12 votes to .nine, co-opted. Mr. 
Seamus McGqqfgle,. .Ballyshan­
non, in place ·· of · ~fr: Fergus ·P. 
Britton. solicitor, who resh;ined. 

Mr. Hugh McKendrick, P.C .. 
Co.C., was elected chairtnan ot 
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Letterkenny Urban Counc.il. Mr. 
John l\kLoughlin was re-elected 
chairman of Buncrana Urban 
District Council. Mr. Joseph 
O'Doherty was re--elected·: chair­
man of Bundo:·an Urban District 
Council and Mr. ,_P. Gilfedder 
was re-elected chairman of 
Ballysl:annon Town Commis­
sioners. 

Jl,ILY 
.The Lord Bishop of Deny 

and Raphoe, Rt. Rev. R. Mc'.\'eil 
Boyd, D.D., M.C., laid the found­
ation stone of a new national 
school at Donegal for Church of 
Ireland children. 

Over 100 students from Dub­
lin and the Six Counties .attend­
ed· the ,July session in Colaiste 
Uladh at Gortahork, oldest of 
the seven such colleges in Don­
egal. 

Parades of the Organisation of 
National Ex-Servicemen, to 
commemorate the 3lst anniver­
sary of the Anglo'...Irish Treaty, 
took place. Most Rev. Dr. 
MacNeely, Lord Bishop of Ra­
ph'oe, was among the platform 
party at Letterkenny. 

, Ros Goil Irish College was 
opened by An Taoiseach. 

The title of Lord Muskerry 
was conferred on the Hon. Mat­
thew Chicest.er Cecil Fitzmaur­
ice Deane-Morgan, of St. Ernans, 
Co. Donegal, brother. of the late 
Lord Muskerry,' wJ{o ' died · this 
month. 

Death took place of Sr. M. 
Magdaline, Convent of ){ercy, 
Ballysha11non. 



Atm'trsT 
The death ocrnrretl of H.ev. 

James McRory, late C.C., Ter­
mcnamongan, a native · of De­
sertegney, Co. Donegal. 

Letterkenn v Batt alien of the 
F.C.A. n~·ovided a guard of hon­
our 'for the Minister for :be: 
fence, Mr. Oscar Traynor, when 
he visited Finner Camp. 

The death occurred at his 
home in New Jersey, U.S.A., of 
tl1e Rev. Alexander Ketterson, 
retired . Protestant Episcopal 
clergyman, former rector of the 
famous Ascension Memorial Pro­
testant Episcopal Church, New 
York. He· was a native of Ylount­
charles. He was aged 74 years. 

The Bishoµ Maginn Branch. 
Irish National Fc!·esters, Bun-
crana, celebrated tr.e golden 
jubilee of its foundation . Mark­
ing the occasion the organisa­
tion held their 2-day all-Ire:an::l 
convention there and selecte:i 
Mr. P. H. O'Doherty, Buncrana, 
as High Chief Ranger fc:· the 
Republic of Ireland for another 
term. 

The transfer of Mr. Pad~aig 

O hEidhin, ·:\LA., national 
schQols inspe:tor. in charge of 
t11e county's Gaeltacht schools, 
to Galway, was announced. He 
was succeeded by '.\fr. Padraig 
Mac Seaghain, N.S., inspector, 
Co. Leifrim, a native of Teelin, 
and forme:·Jy inspecto:- in Inish­
cwen. 

Very Rev. Dr. Andrew, O.F.M .. 
Cap . ., Guardian. Ard Mhuire, 
Cashelmore. Crees!cugh, was 
appqin\ed Secre':ary of the Mis­
sions, with headquarters in Dub­
lin. He was gua.::dian at Ard 
l\lhuire !'01' nine yl'a~· :; . He w .1s 

snec:eeded by Very Rev. Falhci' 
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Virgilius, O.F.M., Cap., bifinit­
or, and )>revious seuetary of 
the Missions. 

There was a record attend­
o:n:e whi:n the annual county 
demonstration of the Ancient 
Order of Hibernians was held , 
in ideal. weather conditions, at 
Killybegs. 

.:\fr. C. Sweeney was unanim­
ously re-elected chairman of the 
Donegal .: County Committee of 
Agriculture and Mr. J. Btennan, 
T.D., wa.s unanimously elected 
vice-chairman. 

1S1EPTEMBER 
rfhe death tcck place al the 

Convent of Me::cy, Ballyshan­
ncn, of Rev. :\!other :\L Antonio, 
a native of :\enagl1. She had 
been Ylother Superiot or assist­
ant Mother S1Jperior, alte:-nate­
ly, since 1912 and was mainly 
responsible for having the new 
wing of ,the Convent (comp:eted 
in 1930) built. 

The new fishmeal factory at 
Killybegi; started production 
and initial tests proved sa tisfac­
tory. 

Done.gal junior foottall ',cam 
was defeated by Meatl1 in the 
all-Ireland semi-final re-play at 
Navan. 

Donegal tweeds on exhibit at 
Frankfurt fair aroused much in­
terest and many orders were re~ 
ceived. 

At a meeting of Buncrana Ur­
ban Council it was stated that 
there were .131 shops in the 
town, including licemed pre­
mises. sufficient to cater for a 
populatit>n of' .from 15,000 to 
20,000 people: 

T:'ihn\p w:• S· n:.iid :it a meet­
ing of the County \'oeat ion'.'11 



Education Committee to the 
people of Dungloe, who built a 
technical school by voluntary 
labour and with locally raised 
money. The school, said Mr. M. 
J. Cryan, C.E.0., cost £1,600 
and was worth £7.000. 

Killy•begs defeated St. Eunans, 
Letterkenny, in the final of the 
county senior G.A.A. football 
championship by 0-9 to 1-5. 

The death took place of Lady 
Helen Henrietta Blennerhasset 
Fitzmaurice Dean-.Morgan, wife 
of the sixth Baron Muskerry, St. 
Ernans, Donegal. The funeral 
took ulace to La1d1ev cemetery. 

Sixty anglers from clubs re­
presenting four provinces com­
peted for the Provincial Angling 
championship on Lough Melvin. 

At a meeting in Letterkenny 
a County Donegal Badminton 
Association was formed. 

A Co. Donegal football league 
association under the auspices 
of the F.A.I., has .been formed 
with ::VIr. L. McMenamin, Bally­
bofey, as chairman and treasur-
e'" 

Twelve years old Lena White, 
Ballyshannon, took first place 
in a Church of Ireland Scripture 
examination and received the 
Hon. G. Lowry-Corry silver 
medal. 

OCTOBER 
Mr. Lemass, An Tanaiste, 

Minister for Industry and Com­
merce, officially declared the 
Erne Hydro-Electric scheme 
open. He was presented with an 
address of welcome by the 
Ballyshannon Town Commis-
sioners. 

Rev. Bro. Leo, superior, De 
La Salle comrr.mity, Ballyshan-

non, was trnnsferred to Mount 
La Salle, Ballyfermot, Dublin, 
as vice-principal of a new 1,000 
pupil school. He was succeeded 
at Ballyshannon, as superior, by 
Rev. Bro. Denis, headmaster of 
the secondai·y school, and by 
Rev. Bro. MarK, Navan, as prin­
cipal of the primary school. 

The new £70,000 pier at 
Killybegs, was officially opened 
by Mr. Lemass, Minister for In­
dustry and Commerce. 

The death occured of Rev. Art 
O'Friel. C.C., Knockfola, Derry­
beg, a native of Fanad. 

Ramelton-born hypnotist Jack 
Wafer broke the wor:d's fa3ting 
record at Brighton. He lived for 
72 days on soda water and cigar­
ettes. 

Rev. Joseph Crossan, of Mo­
ville, was appointed to take 
charge of Hanyang diocese in 
China . 

Lieut. E. J. McDaid, aged 26, 
li.S. Army, only son of Mr. J. 
:VIcDaid, well-known Letterken­
ny business man, was awarded 
the Bronze Star and medal for 
heroism in the Korean war. 

A branch of Macra na Feirme 
was formed at Bal_lyshannon. 

The death took place at the 
City and County Hospital; Derry, 
of Rev. John O'Brien, P.P., Mal­
in. He was 90 years of age. He 
served in eight T>arishes through­
out the Diocese, including Carn­
donagh and Clonmany. 

The death occm·ed of Mr. Ed­
ward O'Friel. ex-county council· 
lor. Termon. 

SuPt. T. Noon:rn. r..S .. ·Bally­
shannon. was transferred ·to the 
trainini:r deuot. Dublin. H e was a 
native of Limerick and was 
stationed at Ballyshannon for 15 
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years. 
Very Rev. George Otto Simms, 

M.A., Ph. D ., was consecrated 
and enthroned as Protestant 
Bishop of the united diocese of 

·Cork, Cloyne· and Ross, &t St. 
Fin · Barre's Church, Cork. A 
native of Dublin, he spent his 
childhood years at Lifford where 
his father, the late J. F. A. 
Simms. Crown solicitor fo::­
Tyrone, resided. Aged 42 he is 
the youngest bishop to be appoin­
ted in the Church of Ireland since 
1915. He is a brother of Mr. H. 
J. Simms,· LL.B., Lifford. 

Donegal County Council made 
an order extending the urba'.1 
boundary for ·the urban area of 
"Letterkenny . 

NOVEMBER 
It was announced that the De­

partment of Educ ation was mai<:­
ing a grant of £ 2,500 towards the 
cost of the new Gaelic college at 
Teelin. 

A meeting of farmers in Letter­
kenny was informed that Messrs. 
Nestles wished to invest ab out 
£ 30.000 in- their new factory at 
Letterkenny but that before 
doing so they wished to know if a 
receiving depot, co:;ting £10,000 
would be erected. The meetin 5 
decided t o form a society to erect 
a nd run the depot. 

Supt. -vV. Leen , G .S ., Clogher, 
was transferred to Carrickma­
cross, Co. Monaghan. 

Tory Island was relieved after 
24 days isolation by high seas. 

Mr. Edward ·Gallen, Bloom­
field, Castlefin, ex-county coun­
cillor, one of the county's m ost 
outstanding public figures , d ied. 
He was a former judge of the 
Sinn Fein Courts and had a life-

long connection with public 
affairs and Local Government 
bodies. 

Apart from Fort Dundee, 
where a military care and main­
tenance pa rty was being retain­
ed, it was not intended to station 
any permanent garrison of Regu­
lar Army troops in Co. Don:'gal, 
the Minister for Defence told 
the Dail. 

Inspector Sean Murray, G.S., 
w 2 s promot 2d superintendent and 
transferred from Ballyshannon to 
Be:mullett, Co. Mayo. 

At the Irisr~ Red Cross Society 
novices first aid competition at 
"Kilkenny, the Letterkenny ladies' 
team, representing Co. Donegal, 
shared first place with Wexford . 
The Donegal men's team (drawn 
from the Lifford branch) was 
third in their section. 

Supt. 1W. Cronin, G.S., was 
transferred to ·Ballyshannon from 
Carriokmacross. 

The remaining 37! miles of 
railway line of the L . & L. S .R. 
Co., betw een Derry and Bun­
crana and Derr y and L etter­
kenny was closed down. The line 
was first opened for traffic from 
Derry to Farland Point in 1864 
and a year later to Bun­
crana. The line was converted 
to r a rrow gauge in 1883. The 
Derry-Burtonport branch closed 
in 1946 and the Buncrana-Carn­
donagh line in 1935. 

DECEMBER 
Buncrana Urban District Coun­

cil was abolished by order of the 
Miriister for Local Government 
and t he County Manager, Mr. S . 
D. 1MacLochlainn was appointed 
by the Minister to carry out the 
functions of the Council. The 
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abolition of the Council followed 
a refusal to strike a rate of 38/ 4 
to provide for a net expenditure 
of £20,829. The Council had 
struck a rate of '29 / 9. Their re­
fusal to strike the rate was a 
sequel to protests at the revaluat­
ion of the town which necessitat­
ed an unexpectedly heavy contri­
bution to the County Council. 

It was announced at a meetin5 
of the County Council that for 
the year 1953-4 Donegal woul'.l 
get a grant of £50,000 for tourist 

road improvement schemes in the 
Gaeltacht. 

A campaign for the production 
of tar free wool was launched in 
the county as part of the effort 
to step up exports of wool in the 
dollar areas. 

Rev. Denis L. Curran, fourth 
son of Mr. John Curran, P.C .. 
and the late Mrs. Curran Letter­
kenny, was ordained at Dalgan 
Park by the Bishop of Meath , 
Most Rev. Dr. Kyne. 

The President's first official visit to Donegal. His Excellency arriv­
ing at Ros Nuala for the de'.lication of the new F'ranciscan Church. 
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"Swilly Valley" DAIRY NUTS 

Ask you r s·upplier for "SWILL Y VALLEY" F eeding Stuffs. 

FOR PIGS : 

QUALITY SECOND TO NONE. 

".Swilly Valley" Pig F attening Meal ; 
"Swilly Valley" P ig W eaning Meal. 

FOR CATTLE: 
"Swilly Valley" Dai ry Nuts or Meal ; 
"S willy Valley" Cdlf Nuts or Meal. 

FOR POULTRY : 
"Swilly Valley" G r ower s and Layer s P ellets or Mash; 
"S willy Valley" Chick Mash . 

Manufadur ed by : 

ROBERT SMYTH and SONS, LTD., 
Swilly Valley Mills, 

BALLINDRAIT, Co. DONEGAL. 
TEL. : LIFFORD 4. 

···~····~····~···~········~ 
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Haridwoven Tweeds 

When in i1'onevaf visitors are invited to se~ 

M agee'-s Hand Weaving Factory. Ma gee's 

All_-Wool Hand-woven · TweedS" are World 

Fam·~us ,and may be <>btained from the 

leading Drapers an.d T.ailors in th~ County . 
... 

titt\,GEE & CO,~ l .. fD, • 
.. --r;.1 E f .t\C .. fORY. 

DO~IEG.t\L 
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MANUFACTURERS OF THE FAMOUS 
BELLEEK WARE 

"IT MUST BE SEEN TO BE ADMIRED AND EXAMINED TO BE 
ESTIMATED"-Art Journal. 

Tea Sets, Vases, Ornaments, and hand­
made Fruit Baskets 

Depots at Bundoran and Ballyshannon 

TOURISTS ARE INVITED TO INSPECT OUR WORK AT 
BELLEEK. SIX MILES FROM BUNDORAN. 

CARD BASKETS. FRUIT BASKETS, COMPORTS lN MANY AND 
VARIED DESit; N IN PLAIN WEAVINt; AND WITH EXQUISITE 
FLORAL ·DECORATION. HANDWOVEN CAKE-PLATES AND 
TRAYS FOR MORNING AND AFTERNOON SERVICES. AND A 
GREAT VARIETY OF HANDSOME GIFT ORNAMENTS OF 

EVERY DESCRIPTION. 



MICHAEL FLOOD (M'otors) LTD. 

DONEGAL and BALL YSHANNON 

Main Ford Dealers. 

Sales - Service - Satisfaction. 

BARTLEY RAMSAY'S, 

LETTERKENNY 
IN THE HISTORY OF HIGH CLASS 

-- Drapery and Footwear --
F OR SERVICE AND VALUE WE CANNOT BE SURPASSED. 

Donegal Homespuns, 

Irish Linens, 
Souvenirs 

--: AT:--

CORMAC BRESLIN and SONS, 
BUNBEG. 

If it 's - ----
HIGH-CLASS GROCERY. CONFECTIONERY, FRUIT, 
TOBACCO. C IGARETTES. BOOKS. PERIODICALS, 
ROAD MAPS 

-- and quick , efficient ser vice -

"Th-e Wee Shop", -0f course ! 
LEADING NE\\'SAGENT IN COUNTY DON~AL. 

P. H. DOHERTY, 
Corn~r House, Carndonagh 

. 'Pl·one !i - -
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• THE FORT HOTEL, 

Greencasfle Co. Donegal. 
At the mouth of Loch FoyJe 

BATHING - BOATING - GOLF - TENNIS. 

TERIMS MODERATE. 

,GREENCASTLE ~. FULLY LICENSED. 

OFEN MARCH TO OCTOBER. 

BOUGHT FOR THE BEST REASON 
THEIR 

Quality 
HOSIERY and KNITWEAR 

HAND AND MACHINE MADE HOSIERY AND GLOVES, MITTS, 
COATS. JUMPERS, CARDIGANS, GOLF HOSE, HOSE TOPE . 

SCARVES, ETC. 
Manufactured by --

B. McDEVI'IT and Co., Ltd., 

The Glenties, Co. Donegal. 
Telephone : Glenties 16. 

ARNOLD'S HOTEL 

Dunfanaghy ·co. Donegal 
IDEALLY SITUATED AMONG THE HIGHLANDS OF DONEGAL. 
B EAUTIFUL SANDY BEACH AND 18 HOLE GOL F COURSE 
ADJACENT TO HOTEL. ABUNDANT TROUT F IS.HING AND 
ROUGH SHOOTING. IDEAL TOURING AND HIKING CENTRE. 
IMILK, POULTRY AND VEGETABLES PRODUCED ON HOTEL 

FARM. · 
H. & C. IN ALL BEDROOMS. PERSONAL sUPERVISION. 

AFPLY FOR TARIFF TO : R . .M. ARNOLD. 

'Phone - 7. 



DONAGH STORES 
The House for Best Value and Quality 

LADIES'. ( ;ENT'S AND CHILDREN'S OUTFITTERS. 
SUITS TO MEASURE A SPECIALITY. 

BOOT AND SHOE WAREHOUSE. 

CARNDONAGH, Co. DONEGAL 
'PHONE - 30. 

Telephone : Ballybofey 5. 

BRADLEY 'S 

WHITEHOUSE MOTOR SERVICE 
Ballybof ey, Co. Donegal. 

ALL REPAIRS AND MOTOR HIRE- STRICT NETT CASH. 
Af;ENTS F OR MORRIS. FIAT. VOl.K~.\YAGEN , VANGUARD. 

MAYFLOWER, AUSTIN. AND F ORD. - ANY MAKE SUPPLIED 

Ma.chiners of Ryegrass, 

Flaxseed Importers. 
AGENTS FOR ALL THE BEST A(;RICULTURAL 

MACHINERY MAKERS. 
SUL. AMMONIA - POTASH - PHOSPHATES. 

WM. THOMPSON and Co. (Donegal) Ltd. 
LETIERKENNY. 

Telegrams : WEST LETTERKENNY. P artners : C. West 
Telephone : LETTERKENNY 52. R. J . CLARKE 

C. WEST and Co., 
SOLE AGENTS IN EIRE FOR LOTUS AND OMAR PEARLS. 

JEWELLERY, FANCY GOODS, CHINA , GLASS AND 
·DELPH WARE. 

GENERAL WHOLESALE MERCHANTS. 
STATIONERY, LEATHER GOODS, HABERDASHERY. 

Port Road, Letterkenny, Co. Donegal. 
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Owing to its long history and its geographical position the 
city of Londonderry has a distinctive and attractive life of its own. 

•, 

lt was bo!n over fourteen hundred years ago. when St. , 
Columba founded a monastery in the 9ak grove, on the hill where 
later the walled city was to stand. It began. therefor e. as an 
ecclesiastical community. surviving for centuries frequent burn­
ings by· plunder ing Northmen and native .aTmies. Then in the six­
teenth century, when Ireland became involved in European wars 
and politics, the position of 'Derry at the mouth of one of the great 
rivers leading directly into the heart of Ulster led to its fortifi­
cation as a garrison town. important strategically. So it became a 
walled city, numbering two sieges in its long and laden story, and 
the ~e::ond of tre<e makes one of the greatest chapters of history. 

To anyone interested in olden times Derry has a constant 
fascination . Its ancient walls still stand and everywhere the 
present meets the past. There are quaint ,glimpses in unexpected 
places of stately Georgian doorways and windows. Old muzzle­
bading cannon look down on a modem warsh ip at the quay side 
l\.\lhere descendants of Columba's gulls are still crying and calling. 
Yet it has its own modern life, its clashes of s tandards and cvlture, 
its own intere ;ting economic and social problems. 

One of its greatest attractions i s. perl:aps, the ease with which 
one can exchange the country for the city. To the West are the 
hills of Donegal; down the broad lough to th~ East the headland 
of Benevenagh stands out against the sky; while to th~ .South-East 
rise the rounded peaks of the Spen'in mountains. 



SERVICE IS OUR 
HISTORY AND 

TRADITION 

THOMAS SWAN, 
&.Co., Ltd . 

MILLERS and GRAIN 

MERCHANTS, 

BUN CRAN A. 

COUNTY DONEGAL RAILWAYS 
JOINT COMMITTEE 

Off.er you --
FREQUENT PASSENGER SERVICES operated by comfortabl2 

Diesel Rail Cars to : 
PLACES OF HISTORICAL IN'IEREST, including Donegal Town, 

where the ruins oil the Four Ma:;te rs' Abbey and O'Donnells' 
Castle still stand ; Molll\tchirles : birthplace of Eithne Carberry 
and Seamus M: Manus ; and Stranorlar, the burial place of 
Isaac Butt. 

SCENIC BEAUTY : Barnesmor e Gap where an unrivalled view is 
obtained ; !',etterk e'Dny - overlooking Lough Swilly ; Donegal 
Bay, Killybegs, Teelin, Glencolumkille, etc. 

SEASIDE RESORTS : Ro.:;snowlagh. Mountctarles, Inver an=! 
Kill.rbegs. 
Excursions are organised on week-days and Sundays. (during 

the i::ummer months), chean dav-trip tickets being issued. 
·For full particulars of Rail and Road Services, apply al local 

Station3, or to :-

'Phone : B:illyhotey K 

B. L. CURRAN, Manaeer and Secretary. 
·STRANORLAR. 

.......................... ~-..·--~----· ................ ... 



MAKING HISTORY 

The Past-
ovER 100 YEARS OF SERVICE TO THE PUBLIC. 

The Present-
THE LARGEST AND tMOST VARIED STOCKS OF 
MERCHANDISE I~ THE NORTH~WEST. 

The Future-
NEEns AND REQUIREMENTS OF EVERY CUSTO­
IMER ANTICIPATED AND SUPPLIED BY : 

McDONOUGHS 
Of .Carndonagh 

PROVIDERS OF EVERYTHING FOR EVERYBODY : DRAPERY, 
LADIES', MEN'S AND .CHILDREN'S WEAR ; BOOTS AND 
SHOES ; FURNITURE, HARDWARE, FARJ'vi REQUIRE­
MENTS. TOOLS, CUTLERY, CHINA AND GLASSWARE ; 
GROCERY AND PROVISIONS, WINES AND SPIRITS. ETC. 

M.cDonough and Co. (Carndcmagh) Ltd., 
Universal Providers, Carndonagh. 



EVERYTHING YOU NEED 

IN PRINTING CAN BF. 

SUPPLIED BY --------

The Donegal Democrat, Ltd., 
'PHONE : BALLYSHANNON 6. 

COUNTY'S BEST ADVERTISING MEDIUM IS 

"THE DONEGAL DEMOCRAT"_ 

DONEGAL 
HIGHLANDS 

Cheap and Convenient Travel by ---

"LOUGH SWILLY" 

* Bus Services, which traverse the whole of North-West Donegal 
embracing the princii:·al Seaside, Fi~·Mng and Hcliday Resorts of 
the County and a v ariety of first class Golf Links. 

THE BRACINC AIR IS UNRIVALLED ! 

THE SCENERY UNEXCELLED ! 

SOMETHING NEW - A REALLY BENEFICIAL HOLIDAY. 

Ask Conductors for time-t ables and guides, or write :-

GENERAL MANAGER, L. & L. S. RAILWAY, DERRY. 
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THE LETTERKENNY HOSIERY Co., Ltd .. 
LETTERKENNY. . 

MANUF 1ir~~:~R;L~-~~~~~~A~ff.~IJ.£JE'K?i¥J~RWEAR, 
Trade marks "ERRIGAL," IVERNIA," "IVERNIT." 

When in J_.etterkenny visit our shop . . . 

The Hosiery Shop, Ltd., 
Factory Buildings. 

J.Vfany Bargains at \Factory Prices, also Factory Seconds and Jobs. 
FJShIN.G TACK.LE - We a-re one of the largest stockists in the 

North-West for Salmon and Trout tackle. 

Jackson's Hotel 
BALLYBOFEY, Co. DONEGAL. 

'PHONE - 21. 
' 

AT YOUR SER'VICE . 
. \VRITE FOR SPECIAL 'WEEK END TERMS. 

G.N.R. 
TOURS BY MOTOR COACH 

DURING THE SUMMER MONTHS 
ROSAPENNA : from Bundoran 14/- ; from .Ballyshannon 14/ ­

from Donegal :U2/6. 
WEST DONEGAL : from Bundoran 10/- ; from Ballyshannon 10/-

from Donegal 8 /-. 
B.E:LL!E,EK POTTERY : from Bundoran 2/6 ; from Ballyshannon 1/6 
LOUGH GU,L : from Bundoran 6/6. 
ROS SES POINT AND SLIGO : from Bundoran 5 / 6. 
MULLAGHMORE : from Bundoran. 2/6. 
ROSSNOWLAGH . from Bundoran 2/6. 

Full details of all Tours and Services from Bus Offices and Rail­
way St::ition.s at Bun<loran and Ballyshannon and from the Bus 

· Office at :Donegal. 

PLEASE ASK FOR TOURS <BOOKLET 

STAY AT G.N.R. HOTEL, BUNDORAN. 



J. McAULEY & SONS 
MOTOR AND ELECTRICAL SERVICE 

STJ\TION 
LETTERKENNY 

AUSTIN MAIN DEALERS. 
'PHONE - 60. 

Shene House Hotel Limited, 
Bundoran 

TELEPHONE - 27. 

Be.autifully Situated :on Cliffs, over-l1ooking 
Donegal Bay. 

First-class catering. 

Every comfort. 

OPEN ALL THE YEAR. 

APPLY - MANAGERESS. 

H. & C. WATER .. CENTRAL HEATING. 
A.A., R.I.A.C., & 1.T.A. APPOINTMENTS 

DERRYHERK HOUSE HOTEL, 

Derryherk, Ballyshannon 
OVERLOOKING F.A!MED LOUGH MELVIN 

(The Fisherman's Paradise). 

BROCHURE ON ABPLICATION. 

PHONE : BALLYSHANNON - 7 5. 








