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The Kidnapping and lmpris_onment 

of Red Hugh 
(BY '.\'lORWENNA DONNELLY) 

THE kid~apping of Red Hugh was 1 his second son, I:ory, and the eldest 
the climax to a long struggle I sons of MacSwiney Doe and MacSwi

betwe2n O'Donnell and Sir John Per- 1 ney. Fanad. Red Hugh . commented 
rot and was far from being an unher- I drily some years later that his fathe::: 
alded bolt from the blue. The fi::.·st act "haply (through extremity) consent ed 
in this struggle took place in Septem- t give more than he could perform.': 
ber, 1584, when O'Donnell signed an In fact, neither the pledges, nor the 
agreement with Perrot at Dunluce, un- delivery of the seven hundred "good,. 
de:::taking to maintain a number of fatt and lardge" beeves materialised, 
footmen in Tirconnell for as long as either that year or the next (1587). 
the Queen's pleasure demanded. This Perrot had been deeply vc:xec1 b~ 

garriso,n turned out to be an undiscip- O'Donnell's hauteur over the removal 
fined rabble. The commander, a Cap- of the garrison and .he was affront.ed 
tain William Boyne, ·ransomed the by this failure to honour an-· admit.,. 
pledges gi·ven to him by O'Donnell and j tedly grossly unjust-agreement. When 
~ent others to Dublin. He handed over I the alarm of a possible Spanish landing 
the four towns which O'Donnell had I made it necessary to ensure the quies
given him for the relief of his forces cence of the Ulster lords, he determin
to Hugh MacDeaganach O'Donnell, ed to bring O'-Donnell to h eel, not only 
O'Donnell's nephew and "utter enemy," by extracting pledges from him t·o p1re
with the result that Tirconnell was · vent him drawing in Scots, but by .en.,. 
soon in an uproar against O'Do11ne1l 1 <'ouraging . his enemies, n9t,~b}y. H}-1,gh 
and in danger of bejng wasted. To I M'Edegany. .. -
m ake matters worse, Alexander 1 This iC·2gitimate son ()f Cal:v_a,gh 
MacDonnell, Ineendubh O'Donnell's l O'Donnell had always had the govern.,.. 
first cousin, was slain in an encounter ment's blessing and in March, 1587, he 
between the English and Hugh /was sent to court . with a special letter 
M'Edegany. of recommendation to the Q·ueen. He 

O'Donnell made strong ·reprcsenta- l returned to Ireland flaunting his fav
tions in Dublin and was finally allow- our and, tacitly backed by the govern
ed to revoke his o:i;iginal indenture on ment, .proceeded to waste Tirconnell. 
condition that h e paid seven hundred 1 By this policy P errot hoped to get hi~ 
bes·ves a year and sent in as pledges [ hands on Tirconnell, as Fitzwilliams 



T1HE .KIDNAPPING OF RED HUGH 

was I.alter to apply the same tactics to his father was on the return journey 
Monaghan. It is perhaps a mistake to from Trydathe, for some years later 
think thtat Red Hugh's attitude to Eng- he stated that when his father was or
land was determined by his abduction deired to send in Rory as a pledge, he 
and treatment in prison. He seems to would have done so "but before he 
have a~rived in Dublin Castle with an could be in his country, the Lord De
already developed animus towards piuty sent one Skipper with a bark ... " 
them,, whiich was undoubtedly formed 
by his experience of theiir disintegr.at- ACCURACY AND BRILLIANCE 
inig tactics in Tfrconnell during these 
fo~mative years of his boyhood. Perrot had moved with telling 

In May Perrot wrote to Bul'lghley ,accuracy and brilliar.ce. In cne blow 
outling his famous plan to kidnap one he had collected four of the best 
of the O'DonneJls and announcing his pledges in Ulster and, by .the terms of 
intention of making a journey to the the land agreement between the Earl 
borders of the North. By the time he and O'Neill, drawn the claws of the 
left Dublin for tlfis journey at the end three most powerful men. The Ulster 
of the summer, the plans for the ab- chi·eftans had allowed themselves to be 
duction were complete 1and in charge hopelessly out-manoeuvred by a really 
·of Nicholas Skipper, a Dublin mer- fluent stroke of statemanship. 
chant captain. The Earl sa\w the danger immedi-

The subsequent course of ·events ately. H O'Donnell went down before 
was curi·ous and from Perrot's des- his rivals, his own western flank 
paitdhes we can almost whittle down to would be menaced by ,an ,alliance be
a day exactly when Red Hugh was cap- tween o Neill and Hugh M'Edegany. 
tured --. probably September 24th He addressed himself to the Queen, to 
(0.S.). Perrot was back in the capital Walsingham and to the Earl of Leices
by the 23rd, when he wrote to the ter, soliciting their aid in . the release of 
Queen, giving a report of the meetings Red Hugh. But the Government was 
at Tryda.the with O'Neill, O'Donnell determined that Tirconnell should pass 
.and t:he Earl of Tyrone. In this letter into the Queen's hands through the 
he .said nothing about the abduction, pliancy of Hugh M'Edegany. All the 
though he knew i: was then on foot ; appeals failed and the new Deputy, Sir 
presumably because he had no news William Fitzwilliams, was instructed 
yet of whether his venture had to continue Perrot's policy 1and to keep 
succeeded. But three d:ays later he was Red Hugh "in our Castle at Dublin". 
j1ubilantly writing to Elizabeth that he The Earl and o .Donnell tried bribe.ry. 
had Mr. Hugh Roe O'-Donnell under Perrot was ·offered £,2,000 for the lib
lock and key, Skipper having brought ·eration of Red Hugh aind it was not 
him, the two iMacSwineys, and Owny long before Fitzwilliams was approach
(.possib1y Orwen Oge) O'Gallagher to ed in the same manner. 
Dublin on the previous day- Septem-
ber 25rth, 1587. The abduction had been The Gcvernment were secretly egg-
carried ·out ''without any stir at all." ing ·on 0 Neill and Hugh M'Edegany to 
Red Hugh was within a m<J1:!lth of his ·waste Tirconnell and by January 1588 
fifthte2nth birthday and one of Perrot's old O'Don:r.ell had nearly been driven 
reasons for his abduction was that he out of his country. In May however, 
"ruled that 1e0<untry (Tirconnell) very Ineendubh settled her long score with 
much," mourished Sc0its and encourag- Hugh M'EdeganY. '!'here was a brush 
ed thz "strong and disordered" between them ~t ~ongavlin and her 

Whl'le ,scots despat.ched him. The next m·Jnth MracSwineys. He was kidnapped 
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THE KIDNAPPING OF RED HUGH 

she ic.ame calmly to Dublin with 
O'!Donnell to pay what must have been 
a somewhat equiv-0cal farewell to 
Perrot. As she was on the Govern
ment's black-list this wias a singularly 
audacious act. The circumstances :were 
such that it w.as probably the only 
occasfon in her life when it was reaspn
ably safe to Tisk an appearance in 
Dublin, and doubtlessly she seized the 
opportunity beeause it made possible 
a visit to her Benjamin. 

NOT DECEIVED 
O'Donnell rwas not deceived and 

'',returned home greatly disconrtented." 
L:n the meantime lneendubh was thun
dering in the background, stormily .as-
serting that she would maintain the 
Spanish refugees "and as many as she 
cam get to sitir up wair.s except she can 
get her son that is in rt;he Castle 1at the 
return of O'Donnell, her husband." 

Ait the beginning of 1589 the Earl 
once more ·applied to Walsingham and 
this proving fruitless, he made a last 
attempt at the end of the yeiar to win 
the DepUJty over by open means. Fitz
williams rwaivered. Though he was an 
avaricious old man he' seems to have 
disliked ithe business of incarcerating 
youths .and children. 1In a letter to 
Burghley he added .a po.stcript advocat
ing that, provided he accepted certain 
condiUons, Red Hugh should be set 
free. "I think his liberty would do 
better service to her Majesty than his 
imprisonment," he wrote, adding 
naively, "And upon my woorcl,, no re- . 
ward maketh me write thus much." 

O'Donnell offered Fitzwilliams 
through intermediaries £1:000 for the 
release of his son and to his intimates 
£300 "to labour it." Reporting these 
overtures to Walsingham, the Deputy 
refe1rred to Red Hugh 1as O'Donnell's 
"hairbrained and ungr:ado.us imp of 
son," and warned him against the 
danger of letting him loose to combine 
with his mother "a native Scot, en
viious to this naUon." In the light of 
these. comments it seems probable that 
the hairbra~ned and ungracious imp 
was the originator of the prison 1rags 
mentioned by PhiU.p O'Sullivan. Cer
tainly, Red Hugh's apparent refusal to 
dissemble his contempt and hostility 
was a contributory, if n'Ot the principal 
factor,, in his continued imprisonment. 

In September O'Donnell came to 
Dublin <to ilntercede in person for his 
son's liberation, bringing with him 
thirty iwretched Armada castaways 
with which he hoped to bargain for 
Red Hugh's freedom. The Council 
\vere p1aced in an embarrassing dilem
ma. As they did not wish to .alienate 
the old man altogether they concocted 
an elaborate letter for his benefit, duly 
signed, which grmited him his request. 
This letter they secretly followed up 
wirth another to the Privy Council, di
recting them t,o pay no attention to the 
first letter and to resist all representa
ticc1s from O'Donnell to release his son. 
"The young man." they w:rote, "is of 
so proud and stirring a disposition, as 
we.iuld no doubt be easily led to enter
prise any disloyal intention." 

But the Privy Council remained 
adamant. 

Of Red Hugh's treatmen;t in prison, 
a vivid account is ·given by Captain 
Thomas Lee. Though Lee does not 
montion any names it is obvious- , 
f.rom his dose association with the 
Earl-who was in his mind when he 
wro.te: 

1Where there has been a stratagem . 
used for the taking into your Majesty's 
hands ·3. young youth, hei1r of a great 
country, ihis manner and usage were 
most dishonour.able and disco.mmend
able, and neither allowable before God 
nor man. My reasons are these: he be
ing young, and being taken by this 
strata.gem, having never offended, was 
imprisoned with great severity, many 
i1rons laid upon him as if he had been 
a il1otable traitor and malefactor, and 
kept still amongst those who 1were ever 
nortori-O•us . traitors against your Ma
jesty; having no other counsel or ad-
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THE KIDNAPPING OF RED HUGH 

vice, or company, but theirs, what l Lord Delvin was imprisoned in one of 
good eould come of this young man I these towers, but unfortunately gives 
f0ir 1his educatioITT. amongst such, I no clue to the source of this informa
humbly refer to your Highness. tion. Delvin, who was suspected of 

It has alwa!s b:en. as~umed t~at 
1 

rornp:icit~ in R~d Hugh's final escape, 
Red Hugh was impnsoned m the Bir- broke pnson himself in 1607, by a 
mingham Tower in Dublin Castle and 1 rope smuggled into him, and Sir Arthur 
seve:al w:it·ers have stated that he w.as 1

1 ~hichester, describing '.· this . feat as a 
conflllled m the '1gr1ate.,' that notoripus · desperate escape" added that it was 
quarter of the Castle prisons where I "an accident which has often happen
the captives had to rely on alms for I ed in this place." 
subsistence, like the wretched prison- I 

ers in the Newgate goal of the city. The THE FIRST ESCAPE 
grounds for this opinion are very de- There were o'!'lly two sally-ports in 
batable. We kinow that the grate was the ·old castle, the principal bei~g the 
deep underground-hventy-four feet I main entrance in Castle Street, with 
-and that the.re was a better prison in I its drawbridge, port-cullis and flanking 
t;he upp·er rooms to •which prisOiners Gate Towers. The other led to the out 
with any •wealth or influence aspired. j offices and was near-but not in-the 
The fact that on both escapes Hugh Bermingham Tower. It faced towards 
fled by means of a 1rope would scarce- Ship Street, -which would seem to in
ly accord with the theory of a subter- dicate ·that it opened interiorly into 
annean prison, and from a comparison I the Castle precincts'. These details aG:e 
of the details of the first escaP:e with 1 importc.ut becaus·e it is highly probable 
what we know about the Castle and that in his carefu~ description of the 
its prisons it would seem likely that he first escape O'Clery was writing from 
was imprisoned iin one of the Gate I first-hand knowledge. 
To1wers. 

1

. About eighteen months after 
In 1685 a plan was made of Dub- Hugh's capture, a number of pledges 

lin Castle showing it in almost its , escaped from the g1rate, where they 
original form-at all events as it was 1 had been lodged either before, or short
in Red Hugh's time. Only eighty years ly after, Fitz:williams' arrival. It would 
after tihe making of this plan. while ,::.ee.m from Eitzwilliams' reports that 
there 1was still a consider.able amount all pledges were confined in this dun
c f the old fabric of the Castle remain- geon or dungeons and most w~iters have 
ing, the antiquary HarlI'is wrote a de- , assumed that Red Hugh was also con
scripti'on of the builditng and its pre- I fined there, but, apart from the nature 
vious organisation. Both Hanis and of the escapes, _there is evidence to the 
also J. T. Gilbert, state that the Ber- contr•ary. Unfortunately within the 
mingh:am Tower and the Wardrobe (or scop·e of a short paper it is not pos
Gunner's) Tower were used as prisons sib1e to examine . this evidence at 
-the latter C'0:1tinuing t.o be used for I length. One point must suffice .. Red 
this purp1ose to the end of the eight- Hugh's friends, Oweny O'Gallagher 
eent.h century. Ac.cording to Harris the I and Donnell Gorm 1Mac81winey were 
Gate Towers were al.so used as prisons, J among those who escaped-poor Don
heing specially put aside for the Con- Inell Gorm. was recaptured ·a:ict . escap
sitable's 1'odigings and ''the custody of i ed ·later v:it:h Hugh. At the time when 
State nris·o1ners and so late as ·the : Donnell first escaped he was-obvious-

- ' I . . . 
year 1715, one of them together with· 1y not in the. same ,prison quarters as 
the adjoining buildings was applied to Hugh. otherwise hoiw could Hugh have 
the 1atter of those uses." He says that , been isolated from a venture in which, 
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THE .KIDNAPPING OF RElD HUGH 

1J1ad he ~ad the remotest chance, he sox1s acted as_ agents between -Red _Hugh 
would :certainly have been the ring- and his friends ou_tside. After Hugh's 
leader? esc;ape. Fergus sent messages to him 

It is highly unlikely that with the by his servant,, O'Hanley, to whom 
wealth and influence of the Earl be- Hugh presented a horse :which O'Han
hind him, Hugh would have been al- ley ga llantly christened "O'Donnell." 
loiwed to suffer the semi-starvation of Other visitors were, a devoted servant, 
the g,rate if there was a "better prison" who visited him disguised as a horse
in "the upper rooms" to which ·a little boy; Edwa1rd Eustace, and Richard 
gold w0<uld have admittted him. Indeed, Weston, a .man of a speeial trust with 
if O'Cler1y is to be 1relied upon., he the Earl and his chief aiuditor. These 
Jeav-es no shadow of doubt that Hugh visitors must greatly have enlivened 
was somewhere upstairs-_ at least l:n tr.-e bleakness of the prisone·r's life and 
'the day-and . that the first escape doubtless they brought him comforts 
was made boldly from the main gate of in the shape of extra food and clothes. 
the Castle. After describing the fosse, It was Richard Weston 1who was 
portC'ullis, drawbridge and the guard e_ntrusted with the task of sm1Uggling 
on the 1gate, he tells_ us tpat Hugh and in to Hugh "certain silk called Sairsinet 
his companions pianned to slide dciwn to make him a line to slide down by." 
from one of the windows above "until Another <probable visitor was a gentle
they alighted on the bridge outside the man from Athboy called Henry Dowd
door of the castle." To effect an esc·a.pe all, <who occupied a key position in the 
at this point the :prisoners mrust there- seeond escape, though what exact part 
fore have been in one or other of the he 1played is unfortunately very ob
Ga1te Towers, which iwe have akeady scure. It is curious that this name 
seen -were used as pifisons. O'Clery's should have been connected again 
account is clear and closely d·etailed; with Red Hugh, as another Dowdall__, 
he .may have had it from a pa.rticipant, Geo:rge,, a fisherman of the Bann and 
even frcm Red Hugh himself. a hawk-fancier- had been clapped 

After the failure of the first esica.pe, into the Castle "for his knavery in the 
Hugh was returned to the Castle Qnce taking of Re.d Hugh" Standish O'Grady 
more. It is possible he was iconsigned assumed that the pa.rt played by Dow
this time to either the Bermingham or dall (or Dudall) <was a villainous Qne, 
the Gunner's Tower, foT in the final but it is clear that his sympathies were 
e.scape 'We know that he had t,0 man- Irish and violently anti-English. 
oeuvre the Castle ditch~actually a According to Walter Reagh Fitz
mill race beyond the south curtain and gerald, Henry Dowdall was responsible 
not,, techni:cally, the fosse at all. He for Hugh's final escape and it is very 
1was still permitted to receive visitors tantalising that at present we know 
and a.m,ong these was Fergus O'Farrell, so little about him. 
High Sheriff of Longford, •and his O'Sullivan also describes the rope 
sons, who were friends of ",great ac- used in the escape as silk and says that 
quaintance and familiarity" and who it was very long. Sp·e·aking of Delvin's 
not only visited him fr.equently. but escape, Chichester described the Castle 
wrote to him as well. Fergus was a wall as being "of g1reat height"-Del
dose friend of O'Rourke, also of the vin's rope 1was thirty yards long. The 
Baron of Delvin; one of hi:s sons was perilous character of these eseapes be
a .friend of Feagh MacHugh O'Byrn·e. comes vividly apparent when we re· 
Delvin and O'Byrne were both involv- member that the silk sarsnet can only 
ed in the plans for the escape and it have been smuggled in length by 
is not unlikely that Fergus and his ·length and then spliced tcgether-not 
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THE .KIDNAPPING OF RED HUGH 

a very secure method of making a de
.scent of ·over ninety feet. 

There was a year's delay before 
the second escape was initiated. Unfor
tunately Hugh had been placed in pris
on with the half-brothers, Henry and 
Art. O'Neill and the Earl, according to 
Walter Reagh, would not put the 
escape on foot sooner because he "did 
not love Henry and Art O'Neill"-i.e. 
did no1t want them at liberty, since they 
represented dissident elements in his 
domains .. 

It has been repeatedly asserted 
that 'Durlough Buidhe O'Hagan was 
the guide· who conducted the fugitives 
flrom Dublin to G lenmal1ure. O'Clery 
plainly states that he was sent later by 
the Earl ito conduct Hugh northward 
and there is not a single mention of 
him being sent to Dublin in any con-

temporary source. Fr. Paul Walsh says 
the guide to Glenmalure was Edward 
Eustace,, but O'Clery iwrote that he wa;:; 
the faith:tiul servant who visited the 
captives in the Castle "as a horse
boy." 

At Ballinacor, Hugh bought from 
an UlSJter man a horse which he rode 
north. Feagh MacHugh also gave him 
another horse "which was a white bob
tail." The injuries to his feet, sustain
ed in the escape, were so severe that he 
was 1unable to walk and had to be lift
ed on and off his horse. 

Both the Warrens of Drumcondra 
and the Mooires of Mellifont, respect- · 
able colonists, had been secret pa,rties 
to .1he escape plans and volunteered 
horses at one time. William Warren 
was half-brother to Garrett Moore and 
greatly devoted to the Earl. 

A SEE FOUNDED BY ST. EUNAN KILBARRON AN-D ROSSNOWLAGH 
Raphoe is .a small p.lace, but the The coast in the ntignnourhooa of 

See of a !bishop. It w<fs foundE.d by St. Kilbarron is considerably inaented 
Eunan aibout the cmiddle Of the 6th with coves, which are oftE.n the resm:t 
century and a CathE.dral was erected of seals, and it frequently occurs that 
on the ruins of St. Eunan in the elev- whales of a large sizE. make th~i.:: 
enth. Palacit ,MagonaiJ, Bishop of appearance in the bay. Just before 
Raphoe in 13&0, ibuilt three episcopal reaching Rossnowlagh (thE. promon
houses, and Bishop Dooley, by will be- tory of the plague .stone ?r We pass 
queathed £200 for repairing the Cath- Coolmore, "the great nook or inlE.t, a 
edra.!, such money was applied by his :p:ace much frequented by ·summer 
succt:•ssor. Within a few years, a round visitors. ThE. curious here may examine 
tower was standing on a hill in which the remains of a rath or fortress, sit
the bis•hops of Raphoe kept their uated like Dun· Angus or Aran, upon 
studies. A CE:.ile1brated cross, said to the E.dge of a cliff. Near the village, 
have been famous for the performanCE.· at a little distance from the roadside 
of miracles, stood in the' Cathed: al, are the remains of an enormous meg
but was aibout the year 1438 removed alithic work of "the giant's bed ll/ 
to Armagh by Bishop O'Galchor. class." 

Th · h f h b' h W. F. Wakeman "Erne, ' 18'"'1 "'t e mansion ousE.· o t e is op 
is a castle and was 1built at the expe<nse 
of the.· Government in the reign of 
Charles I. It withstood a seige in the 
rebellion of 1641. It has bE:en repaired 
lately by Bishop Oswald and is now 
a handsome dwelling. 

"Post Chais-e Companion." 

JULY ASSIZES 1848 
Jane Duddy, "a habitual poultry 

stealt-r," found guilty of stealing 5 
chickens from Hugh Doherty, Bally
boiey, sentence.d to tr!'J.nsportation for 
seven years. 
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Gleanings On O'Donnell History 
BY FR. CANICE MOONEY, O.F.~1. 

(1) Hugh O'Donnell, titular earl of lege of St. Anthony, where they were 
Tirconnel, 1608•42. placed under the jurisdiction of Father 

This Hugh O'Donnell was the son Aodh MacAingil, O . .F.M., and their 
of Rory, the first earl, and of Bridget education continued. In October, 1621, 
Fitzgerald, his wife, who was daughter Hugh enrolled as a student at the 
of the earl of Kildare. He was less than University; a few years later we find • a year old at tlhe time of the flight of him in attendance at the court at 
the earls, and since his mother, partly Brussels; and before t~e end of 1625· 
for pe:·sonal reasons (she was ·<=xpect- he had entered on the military career 
in~ the birth of anotihe!' baby) . and which was to occupy him until his 
partly, perhaps, for diplomatic and pol- death in action sixteen years later. 
itical ·reasons (in an attempt to salvage King Philip IV of Spain and the 
some of the lands and rights forfeited An.:hduchess Isabela Clara at Brusseis 
by Rory's flight), did not follow rher continued towards him the benign fav
husband i·nto exile, the baby remained our of their predecessors, by grants 
in charge of two Irish wetnurses. When and pensions, commissions in the army, 
the earls set out from Louvain on their and titles of honour. In January, 1632, 
journey to Rome in February, 1608, the he was mad;e Maestro de Campo of an 
infant was placed in charge of Anne Irish regiment like his friend and rival 
Madden, wife of Denis Kelly, who had John O'Neill, titular earl of Tyrone, 
replaced Sheila, wif.e of Hugh Gallagh- and the eyes of a11 patriotic exiles were 
er, as his nurse and fostermother. At turned towards those two :scions of the 
the request of the Archduke Albert, princely houses of O'Neiil and O'Don
t~:e party was given quarters in the nell to lead them back some day to free 
convent of th.e Augustinian Canones- Ireiand once and for all from her an
::2s, known .as The Wthite Ladies. Rory cient enemy. 
O'Donnell before departing had given t In order to ensure a lasting friend
Colonel Henry O'Neill and Fr. Donagh 'ship between them for the common 
Moo·:'l.ey, O.F.M., guardian of St. An- guod. Archbishop Florence Conry, 
thony's College, Louvain, a general O.F.M., had p::.-oposed a marriage be,.. 
right of :supervision ov€r his son. tween Sean and the famous Lady Mary 

In October, 1610, Hugh, with his Stuart O'Donnell, sister of Hugh, who 
three young companions, Sean and had been born in Irela.nd shortly after 
Brian O'Neill (sons of the earl of the flight of Rory, and who, allegedly, 
Tyrone by his third wife, Catherine to escape marrying a Protestant, had 
Magennnis) and a namesake (his own fled to Flanders from England about 
first cousin, t:he son of Cathbharr) March, 1626, disguised in man's cloth
were remov·ed on the orders of the ing. Nothing came of the proposal, and 
Archduke to the Irish Franciscan Col- the eve of the rebellion of 1641 found 
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wise counsel:ors of the king of Spain 1 da bhrigh sin do iarr a ched le cong
ad vising that both of these men should na.mh dfaghail, no gan a fhaghail, agus 
not be sent to Ireland together, as a Jeigen da dhuthaigh. Agus as amh
tneir mutual jealousy might wreck the laigh do-conncas don righ agus da 
undertaking. Fate took a hand in the chomhairle gan a Jeigen go hEirinn 
game and neither one nor the other acht a chur ar cogadh na fairrge do 
but a greate::.· tihan both, the dauntless chathughadh re Frangcachaibh.' 
Eoghan Rua O'Neill, was "destined to English translation : 
b~come the leader of the Ulster army A.D. 1642. O'Donnell, who was 
of the Confederation. John died in caUed Earl of Til"connel, that is, Hugh 
Catalonia in Spain, 27th January, 1641, .son of Rory son of Hug1h son of Manus 
and Hugh was kiHed in action in the O'DonneU, was drowned in the sum
summe::.· of the following year during a mer of this year in the sea called the 
naval engagement against the French Mediterranean Sea helping the king 
in the Mediterranean. of Spain in the w.ar that occurred be-

Fo:::- three centuries the O'Clerys tween himself and ·the king of France, 
had prov·ed thems.e!ves faithful and etc. It was in the month of October of 
efficient chroniclers to the O'Donnells. the previous year, namely in 1641, that 
~en the sad news of the death of the O~d Irish and the Old English of 
Hugih reached St. Anthony's, Louvain, Ireland in general began an insurrect
Brothcr Michael O'Clery, O.F.M., ion and war· against the heretics in 
lamenting the death of his hereditary Irf.land to free themselves from every 
clhieftain, sat down and penned his disability under which they' laboured. 
obituary notice on one of his manu- When the Earl O'Donnell, whom 
scripts, which is now preserved in the we have mentioned, heard about this 
Royal Library at Brussels. As far as I insurrection and war in Ireland, he 
am aware, this is the first occasion on went to the king of Spain and referred 
which it has been published. to his own service and the death of 

'Aois Criost, 1642. 0 Domhnaill da O'Neil! before that and the many oblig
ngoirthi Iarla Th ire Chonaill, i. · Aodh ations under which the king of Spain 
M.ac Rudhraighe mhic Aodha mhic was to help the frish. For those reas
Maghnasa 1 Domhnaill do bhadhadh ons, he besought his permission to se
a Samhradh na bliadhn.a so ar an muir cure aid and return to his country, or 
da ngoirther Mari Mediterraneo ag e-ven to go without aid. But the king 
cuidiuighadih le: Ri na Spainne isin cco.g- and his council decided not to let him. 
adh tarl.a idir e fein agus RiF,rangc, 7c. go to Ireland, but ·sent him to war at 
A mf October na bliadhna roimh an sea to fight against the French.' 
bliadhain si mar ata 1641, do thionns- Reading between the lines, one 
gainsiod seruGhaoidhil agus senGhoill can discern Brother Michael O'Clery's 
Eireann d'urmh6r coimheirghe chog- enthusiastic support fo.r the rising of 
aidh in aghaidh na n-eitricedh in 1641, his joy at the union of Old Irish 
Erinn, da saoradh 6 gach broid da and Old English in the common cause, 
raibhe orra. a slight r~gret that not an O'Donnell 

Mar do-chualaidh an t-i.arla 0 but an O'Neill would now lead the 
Domhnaill adubhramur an coimheirghe forces of his native province, and' a 
cogaidh sin do bheith in Erinn do- hint of the old native pride in his way 
· chuaidh do lathair rfgh na Spainne agus of saying that O'Donnell was helping 
do mhaoidh a shei1·bhis fein agus bas 1 the king of .Spain and not merely serv
Neill roimhe sin air agus gach obliog- ing under him. Notable too is the ready 
aid da raibhe ar righ na Sp.ainne fa acceptance of the English title of earl 
chuidiughadh le hEireannchoibh, agus ·side by side with refe:::ice to 6 Domh-
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naill, The O'Donnell. 
, Bib1iog1·ap'hical note: The "'bituary 

note is from Brussels .Ms 463l:l (505), 
ff. 178v-179r, the MS which also ieon
tains the shorter recension of the Mar
tyrology of Donegal. For Hugh O'Don
nell, see B. Jennings, 'The career of 
Hu,gh, son of Rory O'Donnell, earl of 
Tirconnel, in the Low Countries, 1607-
1642,' in Studtes, XXX (1941), 219-34; 
T. O Cianain, The Flight of the earls, 
ed. P. Wals'h, pp. 4-5, 18, 73; Analecta 
hib~:mica, VI, 116; Cal s. p. Ire., 1625-
32, p. 1912; S. O'Brien, ed., Mea~gra i 
gcuimhne Mhichil Ui C.hleirigh, p . 78; 
Commentarius rinuccinianus, I 334. 
Archivo General de .Simancas, Estado, 
k.gajos 625, 989, 1749, 2025, 2300, etc. 
(See section 3 below). 

Note that while O'Clery says he 
was drowned,, the authors of the 
Commentarius put it rather differently: 
'f.famma aliquot classis Hispanicae nav
ibus a Gal lis injecta, incendio luctuos
um in modum periit.' 

There are se·vernl documents in the 
Franciscan Library, Killiney, which 
bear his signature, usually in some 
such fa.rm as 'OdoneJ, Comes de Tyr
conell.' Two or three of them also bear 
his se.al. Cf. HMC, rep. on Franciscan 
MSS, pp. 28, 37, 98, 99, 100, 103. For in
teresting references to him in a letter 
of Archbishop F·lorence Conry to Fr. 
Luke Wadding, see id., pp. 104-6. 

For Ma1·y Stuart O'Donne! 1 see 
also 1:Yiac-Geoghegan, The history of 
Ireland, ancfomt and modern (Dublin, 
1844), pp. 556-7 (whose account derives 
fro·m one written in Spanish by Albert 
Henriques and published at Brussels); 
O'Donovan in AFM, VI, appendix, 
2380-4; Archivium hibernicum, IX, 275 
XL!, 136-8; Cal. s. p. Ire., 1625-32 pp. 
41, 43, 44, 55 108, 486. MacGeo.ghegan 
reproduces a lette1~" of praise and com
mendation addressed to. her •by Pope 
Urban V1NI on 13th February, 1627, 
after her memorable escape from Eng
land. On the other hand, there is a 
Spanish letter of · Hugh O'Donnell in 

the Franciscan Library, Killiney, D 2, 
P. 532 complaining about a ·woman go
ing around in man's clothes claiming 
to be his sister and defaming him and 
his people. This letter is dated 29th · 
July, 1630, Cf. HMC, rep. on Francis
can MSS, . p. 28. 

For ~ory's wife and her reactions 
to his sudden flight without informing · 
he::.·, see Cal. s. p. Ire., 1606-8, pp. 295-
300; C. P. Meehan, The fate and for
tunes of Hugh O'Neill, earl of Tyrone, 
and Rory O'Don.21, earl of Tyrconnel 
(Dublin, 1868), pp. 230, 241-52. · 

I am indebted to the autho:.dties of 
t'he Royal Library o.t .Brusse·:s for per
mission to print the note by Michael 
O'C!ery from the :Ms in their charge; 
to Don Ricardo Magdaleno, director 
of the Spanish '5tate archives at Sim~ 
ancas for permission to utilise informa
tion from documents in his charge; and 
fo Dr. Richard Hayes·, 1..:irector of the 
Naitonal Library of Ireland, .and the 
board of trustees for permission to 
consult their microfilm of the Brussels 
MS and to utilise information from the 
Simaneas documents. 

(2) Th.~ praises of Cineal Chonaill. 
MS A 14 in the Franciscan Li

brary, Killiney, consists mainly of a 
copy of Ke.a ting's history of · Ireland 
which once be1ongE:d to the Franciscan 
F1·iary, Donegal. Bound in at the be
ginning of the volume are miscellane
ous pape:s which did not belong to it 
originally, and one of these, now m.ark
td f. ix, contains two pages in Irish 
which might be caHed a summary of 
the glories of the O'Donnel1s and their 
kindrEd. The scribe has not so far been 
identified. He may have been · one of 
the O'Clery fami:y, or a Franciscan 
admirer;· of the O'Donndls. At any rate, 
it would: appear to have emanated from 
some follower, client, or chronic1er of 
the O'Donnell chieftains. Owing to 
teq.rs, rubbing, and fraying at the 
margins, parts of the text are no long
er le,gible. It has the appearance of . 
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being a rough draft or copy and. has a Domhnuill 6ig le brathraibh d'ord S. 
number of corrections and additions. Domenic, le ttug ordughadh doibh an 
The third and following paragraphs, obair do tionnsgnamh agus an mhain
constituting nearly haJf the first page, isder do dhE:namh san mheid do1budh 
have. been crossed out, but not to such ferrd' lea, agus go ttiobhradh fein na . 
a. degree as to make the text any more huile neithi do biadh d'uireasbhaidh 
illegible than it would otherwise be ortha, ionnus go ndernadar an mhain
from the causes referred to above. i~ot isder do reir a ttoile. Do bhi an litir 
all the statements are historically de- sain .s. Domenic 'na monament a 
fen.si}?le, for instance, that St. Colum- ccoimhed san mainisder gusan n-aim
cille. was . an Augustinian monk; that sir si ndeighennaigh ·si a ttanuig 
S~. D9minic wrote personally to armail go Doire gur sgriosadh an main
O'Donnell in regard to the founding of isde!', nachar fag'bhadh cloch ar cloich 
a Dominican priory at Derry; that innti. Agus 'nu dhiaigh so, se mainis
Aodh Rua O'Donnell (it really should drec.:ha don Treas Ord S. Proinseis, 
be Aodh. Dubh) took the .Franciscan mainisder na cCarmelfte, agus fa 
habit at Donegal; but the text is of in- dheiredh an aim.sir Neill Gairbh mic 
te:-est _as showing the beliefs and opin- Toirdeal,,_haigh an Fhiona, mainisder 
ions in historical matters of a learned oirderc an Uird Mionur a nDun na 
person of the early seventeenth cen- nGall, do bhi 'na blath ar mainisdrech- · 
tury. . uibh Ei!'enn o j_ do-rinnedh f le fogh-

T'he first paragraph ·.speaks of the luim, le erabhad}'l, agus leis an uile ni 
number of saints, (Colmcille, Adam- do biadh do ri&C}l.tanus ortha, agu~ ina 
nan, etc.), friars, and devout men and raibhe m6ran dQ dhapinibh naomhtha.' 
women produced by Cin~al Chonaill, English translation : 
and of those chieftains who having be- 'In the favours they conferred on 
queathed their E'._st(lt~s to their heirs, the church of God in the form of build
took the religious habit. Thus, it says, ing.s, gifts and defending her from her 
Turlough of t'he Wine took the habit of enemies. In buildings such as the mon
a monk in Assaroe, _anq Aodh Ru.a took astery of St. Bernard, called the mon
the habit of St. Franc.is in Donegal. astery of Assaroe, which Maolruanaidh 

The second pa:rng:raph treats of the Mor 6 Maoldoraigh built and to which 
religious houses founded by the Cineal he granted in mortmain a beautifu l 
Chcnaill, the many gifts they confer- countryside along with other valuable 
red on them, and the way they defend- appurtenances relating to fish, sea, .and 
ed theh· inmates from their enemies. Jand: The monastery of St. Augustine 

' ~sna ·comaoinibh do cui.redar ar at Derry in honour of St. Columdlle, 
egluis De le hoforechaibh, le tiodhluic- who was a monk and abhot. of the Or
thibh, agus lena cosnamh ar escaird- der of St.Augustine. The priory of St. 
ibh. 'Sna hoibrechaibh mar 'ta maini.s- Domenic at Derry, which was be.gun in 
der S. Bernard da ngoirther mainisder the time' of St. Dominic himself, who 
Easa Ruaidli, do thogaibh Mao1ruan- wrote to Domhna11 Og by means of the 
aidh M61· 6 Maoldoraigh agus dar Dominican friars, as a result of which 
mharb duthaigh ro-aoihhinn maille re Domhnall ordered them to begin the 
socharaibh m6ra oile do thaobh eisg, work and to make the priory as large 
mara, agu.s tin.1• Mainisder S. Aibisdin as they wished and he would give them 
a nDoii:.e an anoir Ch'oluim Chille do bi everything ·they needed, so that they 
'na manaeh agus 'na abuidh 4•ord S. built the priory according to their own ·· 
Aibisdin. Mainisder S. Domenic wishes. That letter of St. Dominic was 
a nDoire do tionnsgnadh an aimBir S. preserved as a monument in the priory 
Domenic, fein, do sgrfobh d'ionnsufd until these latter times when an arm-. 
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ed force came to Derry and destroyed estates of the O'Donnell chieftains and 
the priory so- that the:ce was not left 1 tneir wealth from sea and land, not to 
in it a stone upon a stone. -And along speak of their rents in1 Connaught and -
with that, six houses of the Third Or- lJlster. It refers, among others, to tne 
der of St. Francis, _a Carmelite priory, rent of ~1oylurg which used to be paid 
and finally, in tlle time of Niall Garbh humbly even in the author's own time, 
son of Turlough of the Wine, the cele- and the black rent of Tirawley handed 
IJrated fria:::y of the Friars Miuor at over fr:eely by the Barrets in order to 
Donegal, which from the ·time of its be defended from the Burkes . 
foundation was the flower of Irish The verso of the folio mentions St. 
monasteries for !earning and sanctity Patrick's prophecy about Conall Gul
and every other requisite good quality, ban, son ·Of Niall and how well it was 
and in which lived many holy people.' fulfilled in himself and his descend-

Fr. Ambrose Coleman in his edit- ants. IncidentaDy, it dates St. Pat~ 
ion of O'Heyne".s Irish Dominicans, p. rick's ardval in the year 423, during 
5, says the first trace of the story the papacy of Celestine and the rei.gn 
about the letter of St. Dominic is to of the Emperor Theodosius. The re
be found in a report drawn up by Fr. maining few paragraphs deal briefly 
Hoss Mageoghegan in 1622. It is pos- with the e·xploits of early kings and 
sib!e that this text carries the tradit- chieftains of Tirconnell, Ruaidhri () 
ion back a stage further. It is an inter- Canannan, Maolruanaidh O Maoldor
e.sting coincidence that . part of this aigh, and Gofraidh O Domhnai!l. 
volume was written in the Franciscan (3) O'Donnell references at Simancas 
friary of Kilda1·e and that MacGeogh- It would be impossible to write a 
egan- had associ.ations- with that part of full history of the O'Donnells withont 
tht• country and became bishop of Kil- a thorough search through the vast 
dare in 1629. collection of documents in the Spanish 

The next paragraph begins by tell- state archives at Simancas. Whether 
ing that the O'Donnel!s defended the and when that complete history will be 
two episcopal cities of Derry and Ra- written is something hidden deep in 
phc,e, that were under them, from the the womb of the future. Here and now 
hHetiLs and permitted only bishops of the curious reader and those interested 
the Roman church chosen by the lords in the history of that illustrious fam
until the English armed force entered ily may be interested to learn in brief 
Lough Foyle, and the Earl of Tirconnel summary what a five months examina
fled Ireland because of his faith, and tion of a cross-section of these archives 
Red Hugh died in Spain. The writer revealed in this regard. The informa
continues: 'If the ancient histories of tion is made available here by kind 
the world were consulted, it were dif- permission of Don Riccardo Magdaleno; 
ficult to find a people who preserved director 'Of the archives ·at Simancas, . 
their honour Jonger than Clann Mhil- and iDr. Richard Hayes, director cf the· 
idh and above all Sl.iocht Eiremoin National Library 'Of Ireland, and the 
who had so many kings of their blood board of trustees of the same library. 
both in pagan and Christian times, and As the ·.student of Iirish history 
even when they lost the kingship, they would rtaturalJy e'xpect, the material 
retained a good part of Ireland to this is most abundant in those legajos or 
very day, and especially the descend- bundles of documents which deal with 
ants of Niall of the Nine Hostages the period 1595-1608. 
from whom came forty-six kings since There· are originals ·of letters sign-
the introduction of Christianity.' ed by Red Hugh O'Donnell; his brother 

The next paragraph freats of the and successor, Rory, first earl of Tir-
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connell; Rory's son and heir, Hugh; etc. lest he should become discontented. 
The usual subject-matter of these The Archduke Albert at Brussels 
le,tters is appeals for military aid for proved a staunch friend of theirs. 
Ireland or for private financial aid, w·.hen they arrived in F iande:rs, the 
and recommendations of various Irish- English ambassador protested at their 
men for succour or promotion. There prss€nce and the honours they were 
a!re al so memorials on be.half of Red being accorded. He demanded that 
Hugh, Rory, and other members of the they should be arrested and deliv ered 
family, \Yritten by Fr. (afte:i.iwards over to the king of England. The Arch
Archibishop) F:l_orence Conry, O,.F.M. duke gave him a firm refusal, ·saying 

During the war waged against Flanders was a free country, and he 
En.gland by O'Donnell, O'Neill, and was. not awa:·e that the earls had done 
Maguire, the Spanish ambassador in anything wrong. The reports of the 
London and S,pani·sh .agents in En.gland Archduke to the king at this period 
garnered nEWS items from writteil re- make interesting r f\ading, because they 
ports and the -rumours that were fly- a.lso desc:-ibe the fu11 retinue that ac
ing around about the progress of the c.ompanied the earls on their flight, 
Irish . campaign·. arnd sent them back their names, occupation, status, and 
t.o Spain for the information of the in.t€ntions for the future . . The list in
king and his council. Many of these eludes· Tadhg 6 Cianain, who after
Avis.ns,. de Londres can still be read at wards wrote an Irish account of the 

. . 
Simancas, but as a n:atter of fact in flight (now preserved in the Francis-
the light of the fuller knowledge now can Library, Killiney), Eoghan Rua 
available to us, we a:·e ahle to disce:·n Mac an Bhaird, the poet, the two 
that many of them had no more solid noblewomen who acted as wetnur;.;es of 
basis than the distorted propaganda the infant baron of Doneg&l (the Hugr. 
a11d the wild, unfounded rumours O'Donnell o.f whom we have treated 
which are always so p::.·evalent in time in section 1), as well as their two ser
of war. There were rumours that vants ,who were also in attendance on 
O'Neil! had sur:rendered, that the Span- the young baron and the husbands of 
iards had I anded at KiHybegs, even these two women, who were his cus
that they had landed in T'yro.ne it~elf. todians and tutors. There a.re a few 

We can trace the whole sad, tragic diffe!"ent lists, namely, the number who 
pr.ogress of the earls and their retinue arrived, the number proposing to go 
frn·m their arrival on the continent to to Spain, the number intending to ·stay 
their death at Rome, the efforts of the in F landers. One list contains about 
king of Spain to keep them fr.om going fifty names. 
to Spain lest he should offend his There is .frequent referern~e in 
friend, the king of England, the pope's tho.se d{}cuments to Nuala O'Donnell, 
proposal that the king of Spain should sister of Ro::.·y and Red Hugh, whose 
give them a pens.ion, and the king's me:mory has ·been p e:-petuated by 
proposal that a:s his coffers w ere empty James Clarence Mangan as 'the: 
the pope should try to support them. wc.m3.n ·of the pierc in.g wail.' She went 
Finally, the pope housed them and the from · Lo·uvain to Rome with the earls 
king of Spain supported them, but they but afterwards made sever a 1 petitions 
were sending in constant co.mplaints to th~ king of Spain to be allowed to 
that the amount aUQfwed them was too return to Flanders where she hoped to 
niggardly. On one occasion, · when en}oy better health and to be nea:- her 
O'Neill succeeded in wheedling an ex- nephew, the young Hugh O'Donnell, 
tra allowance out of the king, he warn- son of Rory, who since Ro.~:y's death 
ed that O'Donnell shou1d not be told , 1 had become titular earl o.f TirconnelL 
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The permission was granted, but on penings in the country, but in ".Such l1 

condition that nobody else of the Irish way that, if there is bad news, while 
party at Rome accompanied her, '.so as letting him know he will keep the in
not to offend the king of England' by formation from the Spaniards. He na
the prosximity of Irish rebels and plot- turally feared that if the position of 
ters to his domains. There is also men- the Irish deteriorated too much, the 
tion of this Hugh, her nephew, at dif- king would be reluctant to commit 
ferent later stages o.f .his caree.r. himself further. As bad luck would 

There are contemporary references have it, this letter was discovered by 
to the death of Red I-fugh at Simancas the English when they captured O'Sul
and of Rory at Rome. I have treated at livan's castle at Bearehaven. Astutely 
greater length elsewhere (in an article enough, they decided to use it to drive 
now with the printers which is due to a wedge between Spaniard and Irish. 
appear in a coming number of The An English soldier, Captain Harvey, 
Irish Ecclesiastical Record) of the re- had been befriended by a Spaniard, 
ference.s to the death of Red Hugh, so Pedro Lopez de Soto, and the lords of 
let it suffice on this occasion to state the council wrote to Carew, lord pre
once again that there is no evidence at sident of Munster, instructing hi:ni ·w 
Simancas that he died of poison ad- get ~a.rvey as a pretended act of grat
ministered by an English agent. it,ude to :ti.and over, this letter to Lopez 

There were two documents to show 'how this traitor O'Donnell 
among the bundles examined by my I only tempers a· bait to deceive the 
colleague Doctor Joseph Healy which, king your ma~ter.' The letter was duly 
on his showing them to me, left a par- I fol'1Warded, as the English had fore
ticularly vivid impression. One was a seen, to the .king of Spain, :but the 
letter dated 24th April, 1600, which death of O'Donnell soon afterwards 
was sent from Donegal by the Spanish ~ook greatly from the effectiveness of 
Franciscan, Matthew of Oviedo, arch- the English ·.stratagem. It can now be 
bishop elect of Dublin at the time. It examined at Simancas with its ac::c-.:fm
told of a gathering there of sixty Irish panying 1ette:-s, a vivid reminder of a 
gentlemen to concert plans for a vigor- great epoch and an impressive mem
ous prosecution of the war for homes ento of a great man. It is still ·.stained 
and altars. Nowhere, the writer assur- brown with the marks of the fray and 
ed the king, had his majesty more turmoil between English and Irish at 

·" faithful or more valorous vassals than Bearehaven. . .. 
these. He praises O'Neill and O'Don- Bi:bliographicaJ note: Summaries 
nel: and says he delivered the chains of a large number of the documents at 
sent as a gift by the king. He vigor- Simancas relatil).g to Ireland for the 
ous1y rebuts the calumnies being period 1558-1603 will be found in 
spread about them that they arc mere Letters and state pap•fr.s relating to 
rnvages. On the contrary, they are English affairs preseh~.e.il principally 
mo·st prudent men. The other · do cu- in the archiv.es cf Simancas, e~. M.A.S. 
ment was a letter sent to O'Connor Hume, I-IV (1892-99). Copies of some 
Kerry by Red Hugh shortly after he of the documents dealing with Red 
had gone to Spain to seek further aid Hugh O'Donnell wi 11 be found in the 
for Ireland. It is an original signed by introduction to L. O'Clery, Beatha 
his own )land. He buoys O'Connor up Ao,dha Ruaidh Ui Dhc;.mhnaill, ed. . D. 
by assuring him of the king's strong ;\Iurphy. For an account of the capture 
dete:mination to help Ireland what- of Red Hugh's letter to O'Connor 
ever the cost, and asks him to keep Kerry and the use to which it was put · 
him, Red Hugh, fully informed of hap- see Pacata Hibernia, ed. S. O'Grady, 
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II, 236, 242-3, 246-7. The Sim3ncas do-
cuments consulted by me on whiCh the 
above summary is based are to be 
found in Estado, legajQs 611, 625, 840, 
989, 993, 994, 1745, 1746, _1749, 1751, 
1856, ~860, 2025, 2300. As has been 
'Said, this represents a mere cross-sec
tion. Limitations of time and the le~ser 
promise of fruitfulness in Irish mater
ials they held out, prevented an exam
ination of other sections of this vast 
oo1lection, but it was clear from ~ven 
the printed catalogues that there ~as 
material available in them for the 

. . ~ 

careers of later members of the O'DC?n-
ne ll family who settled in Spain. 

ADDITIONAL NOTE : For the fullest 
accouat in English to date on ·Ma["y 
Stuart O'Donnell and her flight from 
England see C. P. Curran., 'The notable 
career of Mary, Countess of Tirconnell', 
in ·Journal of the National Literary 
Society <>f Ireland, II (1916), 53-96. 

The Anti-Tithes War 
THE O'DONNELL · G:e.nties, Septeml:e!', 1838 

Cattle belonging to the Rev: Mr 
Early, P.P., seizE.d and sold for th~ Mr. John O'tDonel, Monkstown, Dub--
sum of 12/ - tithes a protest mee.ting lin, acknowledged head of the O'Dor~ -

neU Claa. 
held in Glentie.s, presided over by Mr. 
William Ba!'r~tt, Attorney, son of thE,1 
RE.ctor of Inniskeel. Speake:-s included 
Attorney Boyle of Ballyshanno:i; Rev.

1 
Daniel O'Donnell, of Ardara, and the , 
RE.vs. Stephenson and Coyle of Bally
shannon. 

RAP HOE. JUNE. 1848. 

Three hours rioting between Re.
peaie.rs and Orangemen at Raphoe fair. 
The Repealers were.• -led . by Maguire 
from Stranorlar and the Orangemen by 
Campbe.11 from Castlefin. It began in 

ARDARA, JANUARY, 18:J4 Hamilton's Inn. Maguire was arrested 
The.· detachment of the 27th regi- and broke away and he and his party 

inent, stationed at Ardara, under_ the drove the Orangeme.n to seek shelte-r 
command - of Captain McPherson, in Caher'·s house, where 'the.y got fire- -
marched into Ballyshannon, thE.· bar- arms. The police, with fixed bayontts, 
racks in Ardara being unroofed in the eventually drove the · Rc.pealers from 
late storm. tr") town. 
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nefices or occupy sees in their !-ting
doms. Nor would a Norman - that is, 
an Anglo-Irish - cleric be anxious to 
live under the rule of a Gaelic rhief-

Jus patronatus, that is, the right tain. But when the tide of eff.ective 
of a Jay ruler to nominate clerics to English conquest began to reach out 
benefices i11 his territory, or ,at least to the four corners of the country; and 
the claim of a prince or chieftain to ex- when native ru)ers were engaged in a 
ercise some control ove.:: ecclesiastical life-and-death struggle for their an
appointments, has long been tolerated cient liberties, the question of eccles
hy the Ch~!ch. It is a privilege that iastical appointments assumed a ne.w 
has long survived the disappearance importance. For the Irish chieftain it 
of the peculiar circumstances that first was now, if never before, imperative 
gave rise to iL T?-day it is unknown that local prelates should share to the 
in l!"eiand; but in form~r times, espec- full his political views and aspirations. 
ially in pre-Refor~ation clays, jus Hugh O'Neill c.~nd Hugh Roe 
patronatus, or 'right of patronage/ was O'Donnell. the last native leaders to 
claimed and exercised in this country. make an :;ill-out effort to re-establish 

The Normans, familiar with the a free Gaelic state in Ireh::.::.~d, were: 
practice on the continent and in Eng- particularly anxious that none but 
land, certainly favoured it when they bishops whom they could trust ·shouid 
overran Ireland. In doing so their mo- fill th~ Sees of Ulster and Connacht--·· 
tives were purely political. The better the territories where their authority 
to spread their own Norman ways and was most firmly established. Accord
institutions they sought to exclude ingly we find them petitioning the 
priests of purely Gaelic stock, and Holy See to ,gr3nt them the jus pat~ 
hence of Gaelic cultur:'. t~aditions andj ronatus, ·or rather to confirm th~t 
outlook, from the territories they had right previously possessed by their 
carved out for themselves. That was predecessors. In a long draft-instruc'": 
the spirit hehind the Statute Of Kil- tion prepared seemingly by Arch
kenny. bi~hop Peter Lombard about autumn, 

Native chieftains, on the other 1600, for submission to Pope Clement 
hand, so long as they remained the VIII, and containing recommendations · 
effective rulers of thel:.- territories, for the guidance of a nuncio to be ap
can hardly have ·seen much point in pointed to Ireland, it is stated : 'The 
claiming for themselves a similar con- sa.me Prince O'Neill and Prince O'Don
cession; for they would permit none but nell, and the other chie:!tains request· 
native priests and prelates to fill be- that, in order to obviate such abuses 
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(these are referred to in preceding 
paragraphs) they be granted for their 
territories, or rather that the jus pat
ronatus, which their predecessors pos
s~ssed, be restored to them.' I A few 
months later Hugh O'Neill writing 
from Donegal again appealed to Cle
ment VIII to concede to him the 'right 
of patronage' which his forebears pos
sessed. 2 

Did the Holy See.· accede to the 
wishes of the Ulster chieftains? In 
other words, did O'Neill and O'Donnell 
exercise any effective control over 
episcopal appointments in the .pro
vinces of Ulster and Connacht? Arch
bi°shop Lombard tells us in a memor
andum written in 1612 that Hugh 
O'Neill after three years soliciting and 
negotiating did succeed in having two 
of his nominees appointed to archbis
hoprics, one to Tuam, and one to Dub
lin. The latter had been nominated to 
Clogher, but O'Neill had him translat
ed to Dublin. But Lombard states
and this, he says, was well know,n to 
O'Neill- that the 'Pope reluctantly 
yielded to the wishes of the Urster 
-chieftain. 3 The whole tenor of Arch
bishop Lombard's memorandum makes 
it quite Clear that he is, at this date-
1612-· totally opposed to O'Neill's hav
ing any voice in the appointment of 
bishops. Indeed he goes so far as to 
assert that his interference in episco
pal nominations has had disastrous re;. 
sults. 4: 

expressly exclude the Arch/bishop of 
Armagh - Dr. Lombard - rrom any 
voice in these appointments. Though 
the chieftain.s ask tnat their own opin
ion or that of the Archbishops of Dub
lin and Tuam be followed, it seems 
plain enough that they are still trying 
to assert their right to some control 
over episcopal appointme.nts in these 
provinces; and the reason they put for
ward in support of their claim is the 
loyalty of their forebears as well as 
their owr:i loyalty to the Holy See. 5 It 
is worthy of note that thi·s petition 
elicited from PoPe Paul V the .promise 
that he would keep in mind the wishes 
of the northern chieftains when filling 
vacant "Sees in Ulster and Connacht.6 

Though space does not permit of a 
reference ,to each of the many occas
ions on which the northern chieftains 
appealed to the Holy See in the matter 
of episcopal appointments in Ulster 
and Connacht, it is quite clear that re
gularly during the first half of the 
seventeenth century, O,Neills and 
O'Donnells, whether at home or in ex
ile, pressed their claim to a sort of a 
right of pa,tronage in these two pro
\'."ince.s.7 

When, it may be asked, did the 
Ulster leaders cease to press this 
claim? We do not know exactly. But 
it may safely be inferred that after 

It does seem certain that in mak- 1 Arch. Hib. III, p.310. 
ing appointments to vacant sees in 2 Ibid, .p .. 241. 
Ulster and Connacht the Pope was 3 Arch. Hib. III, p. 286. 
loth k· be :guided by the wi~hes . ~f 4 Ibid. p. 296, p. 297 . According to 
O'Neill and O'Donnell; otherwise it is 
hard to account for their persistent Lombard 0 Neill's action led to the 

c. colonisation of Ulster after his flight appeals to him in this matter. In lvl 7, 
that is, five years after Archbishop from Ireland, and to the pe.rsecution 
Lombard's memorandum we find Ty- of Catholics in Dublin. (Arch. HLb. III, 
~one and Tyrconnell petitioning Pope p. 297) Neither reason see.ms sound. 
Paul v to have due regard to the views 5Arch. Hib., IV~ pp. 293-295. In art. 
of the natives of Ulster and Connacht 6 & 7 of this document (op. cit. p.296) 
when providing bi'Shops to sees in these O'Neill and O'Donnell staie thefr 1reas
two provinces. On this occasion they ons for their attitude to Lombard. 
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the Cromwellian conquest, and after 1 Allow me, then, · Mons·eigineur, ·to 
the fading out of their own hopes for unite my voice with those of so many 
a restoration of their ancient rights others, that I may add my most 
in ·Ireland, they gradually lost inter- humble thanks, and that I may giv·e 
est in ecclesiastical appointments in a Your Eminence a further opportunity 
land with which they had lost intim- of deserving well · of this island. 
ate contact-which had, indeed, he- Tne late: Mons. O'Reilly, Bishop 
come for them rathe1· shadowy. of Raphoe, having been reduced as a 

II result of seve1·al vrears' illness, to a 
Nevertheless, though exiled state of second childhood, committed 

O'Donnel.ls may have ceased actively the care of his diocese to his Vicar 
to interest themselves in Irish affairs, GeneraL The pastors of the diocese 
eccesiastical or secular, a tTadition, having cause to complain about this 
or a memory of their right to a voic~ man, wrote to ine, as did a neighbour
in Church appointments, seems to inig Bishop, a year ago, to interest my
have persisted in Raphoe. This is sug- self in having a · Coadjutor named, 
gested by a document -recently •brought and they asked me to arrange it so 
to light.a This document is a petition that ·t1he choice would fall on thc.1 Revd. 
addressed to the Holy ·see in 1777 by Father Patrick Thally of the Order of 
Count 0 Donel, a member o:& the Aus-
trian Branch of the Family, in favour 
of the appointment of a Franciscan 8"I 
to the bishopric of - Raphoe. As the 
presumption is that it has ·never been 
published, and as H -may be of inter-

have to thank my confrere, Father 
Bede Lane, OJ<M., St. Isidore's 
College, Rome, for drawmg my 
attention to this, and also to the 
-0ther document quoted in the Jat
ter part of this adicle. It was he 
who kindly supplied me with 
copies of them. 

E..St to Donegal readers of- this -Annual, 
I am printing it here. The original is 
in French; but l am taking the liberty 
of giving a translation of it, while 
inserting a copy Of the French ·original 
as an Appendbc The tnmslation runs: 

Monseigneur : 
The solicitude of Your Eminence 

fOi· the Irish Mission, and the trouble 
which you have given yourself for the 
sake of this -unfortunate island, de
serve· the sincerest gratitude of ·all 
who are interested in the welfare of 
this country. 

6Arch. Hib. IV, p.303. 
7Ibid. pp. 304-305, 305-307, 307, 
308-309, 309-310. The Report on the 
Fran.~isran MSS gives reference to 
further documents on this subject, 
covering, roug,hly, thE.' years 1626-1631. 
These have been prin: ed in O'Donov
a~'s work-now hard to procure-The 
o~Donnells in ExU.e; but Mr. Rupert 
O'Cochlainn kindly sent me copies of 
them. 

Apropus of the ·suggestion that there 
1Was ·in Raph-Oe a tradition t1nat the 
O'Donnclls had a voice in episcopal 
appointments, it is of interest to 
note -that Hugh O Donnell, pastor 
·of - Killybegs, · writing to Romt.1 on 

· 25th August, 1777, stated : 'J.t was 
formerly the custom that on the 
de.ath of a bishop (of Raphoe), our 
most noble patron, 0 Donnell . . . ; 
with the consent of the Chapter 
al1Ways pre~E.nted the - most wort1hy 
candidate ... • He means, pre
sumaibly,that O Donnell presE.nted 
a candidate to Rome for app•roval. 
But one cannot give too much 
creclc.nce to that statement; for the 
pastor ol Killybegs was at logger
heads with his bishop when he 
made that .:i.ssE..1rtion; he had an 
axe to grind. 
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St. Francis. The reply which I gave Having r·ecommended to Your Em ... 
to these gentlemen was that tht.y · had inence a matter which will be all the 
on.ly to make their complaints known more dear to your heart because it 
to the Sacred Congregation, and then concerns the glory of God and the 
senct. a postu.iation for this Father. salvation of souls, there remains for 

As a result of all this I received mEJ only to offer you the deep respect 
some time ago letters from these and great esteem with which I have 
gentlemen informing me that they the honour to be the very humble and 
have followed my advice, and renew obedient servant of Your Eminence, 
their entreaties. I have learned, how- Count 0 Donel, 
ever, that this petition has not arl"ived Lieutenant-General in the 
in Rome. But in order to -convince service of their Imperial Majesties.-"' 
Your Eminence that its non ... arrival Frnm Vienna, 9 July, 1777 
has been due to some accident which This document poses ·some inter ... 
one cannot explain, I am sending to esting questions. First, who exactly 
the Revd. Father who will have the was thi·s Count 0 Donel? Obviously he 
honour to give you this, the two latest was a descendant of one of the exi!
letters which I have received. on the ed O Donnells--of those who, as the 
subject, (and) which he will com- writer says, 'did so much good for re
municate to you. Ligion in those regions' (lr1eland). 

Yolll· Eminence will be surprised And he states that the cause of re iig
that I should have been approached ion in Ireland will always find in him, 
on a matter which .·seems so little in a warm support~r. Unfortunately he 
my line. It is because these gentlemen did not sign his baptismal name. But 
imagine that a certain right of petit- Mr. Rupert O Cochlainn kindly in
ion be.longs to the descendants of forms me that he has no hesitation in 
those ancesto:::-s (of mine) who did so identifying him with Major-General 
much good for religion in those re- Henry, Count 0 Donel, found·er of the 
gic-ns, and that they 1like to believe present Austrian line.IO M:r;:. 0 Coch
that I shall always · interest myself in lainn's biographical note on Count 
anything that may advance. the glory Henry runs: 'Henry of Aughty, Mur
of Gnd, and -contri:bute to the welfare risk, Co. Mayo, founder of the present 
of persecuted religion in that country. Branch of the Q'Donnells in Austda. 

It is above all this last reason He was born in 1729 (the date a1ways 
that induces me to recommend the given on the Continent is 1726). He 
Revd. Father Patrick Thally as a truly entered the Austrian Service at the 
apostolic man. I do not doubt but age of 16, and was reputed to have 
that he will fulfil the desire which been the handsomest man in the a.::my._ 
Your EminE.nce has always shown of In 1754 he married Leopoldine, Prin-
sending worthy, tireless workers 'to cess Cantacuzene, at the express wish 
this mission. of the Emp.::ess ~1aria Theresa, who 

gave the bride a dowry of three 
POTEEN DEATH estates in Galicia, and led her to the 

Stranorlar, Dec. 23, 1842. altar on her wedding day. Henry was 
Whi1E.1 the Revenue Police, station- very inf luential at Court. He was a 

ed at .Stranorlar, we:::-e search.ing for great favourite. with the Empress, 
poteen in tht.1 Barnes mountain they who, when disposing of her jewellery 
discovered a still house at work, its after her husband's death, presented 
fire going E.itc. In it lay two men in- Count Henry with some · fine pieces 
sensilble from drinking and a third for hi3 wife. In 1754 he had attained 
man dead. 1 the rank of Captain. He fought in · the ·. 
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campaign of 17 59. During the Seven dated 12th June, 1777. It was written, 
Years' War he held the rank of therefore, almost one month before . 
Major. On 30th April, 1762, he receiv- Count 0 Donel's appeal. As it contains 
ed the Seventh Promotion with the a few interesting points, I give a free 
Small Cross of the Military Ordoc of translaHon of it: 'My Most Eminent, 
Maria Theresa. In 1763 he was pro- Very Reverend, and Right Honourable 
mated co:onel. 1ln 1767 he was .given Sir, The respectful petitions of the 
command of the O'Donnell Regiment Catholics of the diocese of Raphoe, in 
e>f CuLrassiers. He became .Majo::.·..Q.€n- the kingdom of ~reland, will already 
eral in 1771; i}nd in that same year have reached Your Eminence, and as 
he retired f.:.·om the army. He died in they concern the· granting of a Coad
Galicia on 4th August, 1789.' jutor to the present Bi'shop because 

Clearly .Count Henry was a man of his ill-health and advanced age, I · 
of standing in the CathoHi:: Court of respectfully t_ake the liberty of uniting 
Austria. Those who sought his influ- my praye:rs to those already sent you 
ence in favour of Father Thally's ap- by the Catholics of Raphoe in favour 
pointment as Coadjutor to the See of of Father Patrick Thally of the Order 
Raphoe must have felt that his word o-f St. Francis. This religious has 
would carry weight in Rome. That spent many years teaching philosophy 
raises the furthe~· interesting ques- and theology with distinction ill' Pra
tions: who were 'the pastors of the gue, and has been here in Vienna · for 
diocese' (Raphoe), and who was the the past nine years, where he ha·s 
'neighbouiring bishop' who wrote to been of great help to the . \English 
the Count in 1776 to inte1·est him'self Catholics, who are. fairly numerous 
'in having a Coadjutor named' for hEire. His Superiors al'So exp.::ess ·the 
Raph-O·e'? We do not know. Further- most favourable opinions of him. With 
more, 'the two latest letters' sent to deep respect I most humbly kiss Your 
Count 0 Donel, and fo:::warded by him Eminence's hands. 
to Rome, have not, so far as the :pre- Earnestly renewing my petition, 
sent write1r know.s, been disco·vered. and .rejoicing at having this occa·sion · 

But Count 0 Donel was not the e>f once more assuring you of my re- · 
only person l·esident in Vienna whose spectful homage, 
influence was sought in 'Support of I remain, 
Father Thally's nomination as Coad- Your most humble and most 
jutor to Dr. 0 Reilly. From the Aus- devoted servant, 
t.::ian capital there came another plea · Cea.le (?) Migazzithi (?) 11 

in favour of the Franciscan. This i's The writer of this short letter-
a shorrt letter, written in Italian, and his name cannot be deciphered with 
addressed to Cardinal Castelli. It is certainty-. is aware that petitions 

have . been sent firom the Catholics of 
··-··- - ·-· --·-· · · Raphoe in favour of Father Thally's · 

9For ref. to 'Source 
App·endix I. 

of original see appointment as Coadjutor to the in

10 The discrepancy in military rank 
between the titles 'Lieut.-Gener-
al' and '.Majo,r .. Ge~".leral' Ls, Mr. 
O Cochlainn thinks, pure1y ter
minological; the Austrian 'Major
General' co1iresponding, probably, 
in status with 'Lieut.-General' in 
French usage. 

firm and aged Dr. O'Reilly. The words, 
'CathoHcs of the diocese,' would seem 
to suggest the lay faithful-as distinct 
from the pastors mentione¢1. in Count 
O':Do::Jel's letter. Unfortunately, the 
'respectful petitions of· the Catholics,' 
like the 'the two latest letters' refer
red to by the Count, have not come 
to light. 
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As the original of this letter is in 
Italian, one may . legitimately surmise 
that the authoir of it was an Italian, 
possibly a ·Papal dignitary resident in 
Vienna, and possibly well known to 
Cardinal Castelli. If the latter suppos
ition were really t'rue, then those who 
appealed to him to plead for Father 
Thally's appointment, would have 
done so with some confidence that 
his advocacy of their candidate would, 
like Count 0 Donel's patronage, cairry 
weight in Papal circles. The Francis
can's supporters were certainly active 
on his behalf. Yet the tone of this 
letter seems rather formal. OnE.· gets 
the 'impression, I think, that the 
author has been asked to use his influ
ence in this matter of the nomination 
of a · ·Coadjutor to the Bi·shop of 
Raphoe, and unwilling to refuse this 
request, has penned a formal--certain
ly not a very enthusiastic-support
ing plea. 

Would it be p!re·suming t90 much 
to see Francis.can influence behind 
both these appeals to Home? Dr. 
0 Reilly's two predecessors in the See 
of Raphoe had been Friars Minor. The 
friars may well have suspected that 
Dr. Anthony Coyle, the Vicar General 
to whom Dr. 0 Reilly had 'committed 
the care of the diocese,' and who, it 
was probably felt, wou1d be his .per
sonal choice as his successor, might 
not he particularly friendly towards 
them. The Irish !Franciscan house in 
Prague had kept Irish Friars in close 
touch with the de!)cendants of the exiled 
Irish nobility. The head of the Aus
trian line of 0 Donnells was, most 
likely, well known to them. It would 
have been an easy matter for them to 
secure his support for their candidate. 
The friars would . also have known 
others whose influence at Rome might 
tell in their favour. All this is con
jecture; and yet it may not lack 
foundation in fact. 

Of Father Thally almost nothing 
is l\nown beyond the few facts given 

in the above letter. In 177·6 he •was 
appointed Guardian of Drogheda, and 
again in 1778. ln 1782, 1784, 1785, 1794 
and 1796 he was nominated titular 
Guardian of Carrickfergus. He was 
aiso appointed titular Gua:cdian of 
Lisgool in 1790 and 1791. At Chapters 
held in 1779 and 1781 he was elected 
Custos. His baptismal name was Pat
rick, and his religious name, Francis.12 

Of course it is hardly necessary 
to add that Father Thally was not 
appointed to the See of Raphoe. That 
honour fell to Dr. Coyle. 

APPENDIX (A) 
Monseigneur : 

Les soins de Votre Eminence pour 
la mission d'Irlande e.t les peines que 
vous v:oules bie.n vous donner pour 
cette He infortunee meritent les sen
timents de la reconnaisance la plus 
sincere de tous ;(;eux qui s'interessent 
au 1bien etre de cc pais. Permettes 
done, Monseigneur, que je joigne ma 
voix a Celle de tant d'autres, que je 
vous en fasse mon remerciment le 
plu.s humble; et que Je fournisse a 
Votre Eminence une nouvelle occas
ion de biE:.n merite1· de cette Ile. 

Feu .Mons. Qi.Reilly Eveque de 
Raphoc . aiant e~e reduit depuis quel
ques ann annees a un etat de secondE. 
enfance par scs infirmltes commit le 
soin de son dioces~ a son Vicaire 
general. Les Pastcurs du Diocese 
aiant sujet de se plaindre de cet 
homme, m'ecrivirent avcc un Eveque 
voisin, . il y a un an, pour m'engager 
a m'interesse!" a faire nommer un 
Coadjuteur et me prierent de faire en 
so.rte que le choix tombat sur le Revd. 
Pere Patrice Tha11y de l'ordre de S. 

----·-------------

11 For original and its sourCP. see 
Appendix B. 

12 Chapter Acts. Information kindly 
supplied by Very Revd. Fr. 
Canicc Mooney, 0.F.M. 
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1''rancois. La response que je donnai De: Votre .Eminenc::. 
a ces Messierns fut, qu'iis n'avoie!nt A Vienne ce g Juillet 1777 
qu'a faire leurs plaintes a la Sacree 
Congregation et puis envoieT une pos
tulation pour ce Pere. En consequence 
d~ quoi je recus il y a quelque terns I 
des Lettres de ces Messieurn par Jes
IJudles iLs m'informent qu'ils se . sont : 
conformes a mon avis et rcnouvellent · 

I 

luurs instances. J e •viens cependant , · 

Le tres humble E. t obeissant 
Ser,viteur 

L e comte O Dom.l 
Lieut. General au 

:Servi.ct;' de Leurs MaJ. lmp.13 

APPENDIX (B) 

apprendre que cette ;re.sentation n'est 1 Emo e Rmo Sig. mio Ossmo. 
point a.::rivee a Rome, mai.s pour que Saranno di gia pervenute a V.Eina 
Vo~re Eminence soit convaincue que le riveremti suppliche dei Cattolici 
cela n 'est arrivee que Par quelque della Diocesi di Raphoe nel Rtigno 
accident on ne sauroit ·repo-ndre d'J.rlanda; e siccome si tratta di dare.· al 
j'2nvoie au Revd. Pere qui aura pre~ent~ Monsignor Vesrovo un Coad
l'honneur de vous re.mettre celle-ci, , iutor pe.r il cagionevoJe suo :stato di 
k s deux de.::nieres 1ettres que j'ai /salute, ed avanzata eta, cosi piglio la 
ICCU€'.5 a Ce sujet, qui•il VOUS Commun- ' rispettosa li}:;:;irta d'unire lE;i mie pregh
iq uera. iere a quelle gb inviatt;'1e da . cattolicl 

de lla detta Diocesi in favore.• del P. 
Votre Eminence sera surprise • Patrizi Thally dE.11' ·ordine d~ S. Fran"." 

qu'on se soit addressee a moi dans une cesco. Ha questo TE.·ligioso paS'.sati piu 
affaire qui paroit etre si peu de mon anni nel convent-'.:> di Fraga insegnando 
rnsscrt. C'e.st que.· ces Messieurs s'imma- ia Filosofia ...; Te.o~ogia con rriolta lode, 
ginent qu'une espece de. droit de pre.;. e sono ormai nove anni, che si trova ir. 
sentation appartient au descendant de c1ue.sta Capitale, serve.·ndo con non 
cts ancetres qui ont fait tant de bien mediocre profitto i Cattolici Inglesi, i 
a la reliigion dans ces cantons; et quali ci sono ir: non poco numt.1ro. I 
qu'ils veulent bien croire que k m'in- suoi superiori parimente.1 gli dano le 
ter ess,E.rai toujours a Ce qui peut piu vantarggiose testim.onianze; e piEmo 

1 g101·re d n1·eu et contribuer del piu ~ivere.·nte o.ssequio bacio a Vra avance.r a , e . . . . . . 
c:.u bien de la rdigion perseeutee dans 

1 
Ema umihssimamente le mam. 

ce pah; C'est surtout ce derrnier motif · n· V E 11 1 · · 
· . 1 ra ma a a qua e rinnovo 

14ui m'cngage a vous recommander le con tutta l'effcab le mie suppliche, e 
Revd. Pere Patrice Thally comme un Vienna li 12 Giugno 1777 
homme vraiment apostolique... Je ne mi rallegro C!.'aver q uesta occasion di 
doute pas qu'il co.rresponde au desir rinovade la mia riven.nte servitu 
quc• Votre Eminence a toujours mon- Sig. Card. Castelli Roma 
tree de fournir a cette mission des Umilissmo DENSSO Servitore 
ouvriers dignes d infatigables. Cca:e (?) Migazzithi (?) 14 

Votre 13 Ar·ch. d.e Prop, Scritture non riferite Apres avoir recommande a 
Eminenc~ une affa::-e qui vous tiendra 
d'autant plus f', COE.Ur qu'elle regarde 
Ia gloi:e de Dieu et le salut dt.s ames; il 
ne me l"este qu'a vous prier lE;- profond 

1777-1778. !hernia v. 13, f. 135r-
133v. The signature, in . a diffoTent 
hand from ::_:::;t of letter, Ls presum
ably the. Count's autograph. 

resptd et l'estime la plus gra:i:!2 avec 14 Arc.h. de Prop. Scritt. non rif. 1777-
laquelle j'ai l'J-vnncur d'etre. 1778. Uremia v. 13, :::·. 123r. 
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Ancient Roadways Of Donegal 
(By PATRICK J. M:C'Gill, F .R:S:A.I.) 

The Roman. occupatlkn of Brita;:n , ·northward to Ma:g:Jl!i.ga.n, a. rou l>:: 
w1h!ch -0nd12d ,a,boiur~ th1e: begCnrning of whCch we venture to 1a.s1su:m3 wa,s 1the 
tlhie fUt:h cerntru.ry, l!eif t that coUJnr~ry prilncipal h:ghway o:f th1e p:en1iMrnl1a. 
Wl~th IlU!ffie'f'OUiS ,g()JOtd r.o:aids which, EARLY ROADS IN IRELAND. 
ht0we1V1er, wsre s1adly n1eg121cted for csin- Early roads. in Ir,ekind weriC o f 
turi:e:si 1aft.eir. Ire:l:rund, ialso, had its three ma:~n typ2s'--'tJ1ose fonned of 
ancient roadways. The annals of th2 pi~:anks la.td on a bruts,hwood lO•W .. '1tdi3.-

FotUir MaS'tiers me1rutJ~on five gr;eat hligh- tion, thos12· of cobbled stone, and 
wa,y1S1 t:hat raid~af~eid fr10.m th121 caprltal ot1h 1ers th:at were m.ereiy pa:t:hs., whe.r~ 

· .s1s:a1t at Tara to thle· provi.truce:s. one crcv:si m~ed. not be sown, and ~nstead 
o.f these, tht: Sli1ghe Miodhluachra, led o.f be:ng te:nc~ed were ma-rked w:ith 
Ncii-th thrc.u.gh tJh1e Nc:wry Gap and stakes or sta:nding stones. In 1833: a 
cc::rutinu:ed to the· nonth-east c:orm:!r of wooden :hou:sie' fouu1d at a d-ept<h of 16 
L1ouigh NE1ag•h, w!h!2:r:e t!J1;e ma:in flQrk: feet in a bog at. Dr:umke:elan; .ni~:ar 

turni:::id wes1~iWatrd :al~rnrn. the Ford of M·ount1cha:r12s, had tra.ces 'Of a: pavied 
To101m1e to Al'JJ3,a1chi anid: [)12r:ry. AnDthie·r road leadiing to i.t. '!!hie pay:ng r c·s.t 
linie1 tc), '!Ur Oon1aCl :srpam1niEid thre Ford ed on sleepers -Of ti·mber. · .. A road . of 
of C1a:1n'lils .wurth OJf OoiJJ2r1at1I1l2. Wit4h:5n t:hi2· plank var:·ety founid in Oo. Gal
it,s oiwn i1mmetd!'.ate terr~trory A11each, way has been found to be of kne 
;u1nidoubtifldly, hiad llits ii:oaidlways Knk- Bronz;e· Age date. 
inig UIJ> with the, f!Qrtr12~1Elc.s: of it.s sub- TRACING ANCIENT ROADS. 
cbl'.€1f•t1a':ins, ocCUIJ>Yilllig stir:a:t!eg2e points By t 1h€ pla!Ce nia11nes of Dru:r couin
by mcw:i1taCn 1Piais1s. and At:La111:tic head- try-side· We· can traice many of our 
lainid.. Ov:er tlhte, s1am~· rou'bes oiur early Ands:nt roadw:ays. SUich :p1a.ce-s con
~;aLn1t1s tra,veE1ed from Garua1n; Ra.phoe taiin words: Like slig he, a hi!ghway, 
an1d Drumolm ·t01 thi~!!r v1arious out- tochar, a caus::::way bealach, a pass
pi::i,srts oif Ohrlstf1anilty. age, ceish, a watt.lied path; casan , a 

ST. PA'IIRIIlCK IN DON:EGiAL. 
St-. :Pa.truck, j1ourn1ey::ng from Con

na1ught, croiE1S1:;d the A>E1E1a:r01e a·t BaHy
sh1anncm1. He tra v:eUed 1by Dom.egal 
a1nrd Ba.m12:smor.e to' Strainorlar and 
a1~;01nig the, F\;nm V1all18y to Doinaig:hmo-:e 
amid AUea1ch--:a: route whlich was:, :in 
all .pll"Cbaibl!K t<y, the 1anJciten t lln1e- of 
croim,mu1nd.1ciar~ic1I1 1betiwi21en. tihe Royal 
Fortress oif th1e Nortlh: amid Rath 
OrU'a1ch.am, eia[JL'ta.J o.f Oonna.ucht, a·nd 
tErllllJ'.,nru nf :attiortfrlier of. the fiv€ grc;a t, 
~!!ghl\vay.EJ-An SHgthe, As.all. Fra.m 
A;:1:E1ach he· w;;11111:, a.round. Inncshowc-n 
by Dr1om!lrt1, ciarndqina.gh, Mov111e and 

foot,pa~th, bothar, a: cattlie~track, 

bearna, a gap, a1nd braghaia, a gorg2. 
R'~v.er crossings iru-e found uind!sT 
coraan, a w2ir, sca.irbh, ai gra v·el
bank, ath, a ford, clochan, s.te:ppCm1g 
stones:, cz:ath, a . hitlil'd•1e-ford, .and 
fearsad, a sand bamk at mouth of 
river. Those in t.er.e.sited in t!h12 i.m
portance of water-cr-0ss([l1gs 1n th!~ 

lives of our anc3stors .should r€:ad 
"Historic ·FDrds of Don:egal" by Very 
Rev. T . J. Molloy, D.iPh., in the 
Annu;a1 for 1951. 
· , S-0uth of A::::dara (on the wa:y t-o 

Killybe:gS) can stin· be· das1cern:2d 
parts ot the old. road from wh~Ch the 
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ANCIENT ROAnw A YS OF DONEGAL 

NLck o·f th:e' BaHagih and Me-eina,valley 
t:ak:e thlek names. W:e1 have Bealach 
na gCreach (p1a;SJSage· of the ca1ttle 
E~P·Oii.13) on th.e moun:ta:!Il ir:oad be:t1Wete1n 
GLent.k~s and thie Ree.Mn. C'asan na 
mBrathar (the monks' pathway) 
cr:oiSIE:E!S the ·foot-hLlLls of Blues:ta:ck 
towards Donega.l. Closie· to Brockagh 
we :ha.v·2 Clo·ghan and the t:ownU!and 
01f Cloncleigh .(:i;nead-0w of the hrurdl'3-
briidge). O~d tdme- hGghways :are w31l 
r:cipr:e:s:en.:tetd an the toponiomy of 
Inishowen. We have Togher cause
wary), Gl·rn1t:ogiher anld M1a:ghtoghe·r, 
An1niaiS[1e1e· (the ford of the: h:ighwa.y) 
a:nid BallyJiarwn (bealachi Lea.than). 

ElnshrCrne1d in. tlhe' folklore· of 
Northi-We1~:t Done:gtal: d.s the old road
way wh1ch cro.s:s:ed the· hills: from 
Gwee•cLore' to C1ogham.1eiely, ·· p:a;ssed by 
Ke.1eldrom and Cashel and continued 
on to the· old «~hiur:Ch'fY:a.rd of TuHag h
b8gly - then the bu!l'l:aw-plaic:e· for 
Lc:wer Gweiedoxiz·. ·Part nf ~ts eoiurse 
a1cr:o8B the mounit1ain ds - marked by 
s·eiveni S1t1aa11d:ng stones, known· as. "Na 
Ste1a1eht LE1a.!C:hlt1ad:" ere~t1e:d, it is said 

to guCd:e tra,vellic:rs iin d:arknoess .and in 
mi.s;t. Ano~tih,er stor~ed hdghway ~rn. 

the ~a.me· ar1ea, w~ t:h:a1t whCC!h ran 
from. Dunlewy, thruuigh T:erinon to 
Ls:tt,e•rkenny. 
WARFARE RETARDS PiROGiRESS. 

For many ceirtur!J..es contfinucd 
warfare! in Irefa.inld pr:e!V·ented much 
progress. in. road-maldng, B:esid·3:S 
t!her:e was the· very iimprnrtan(i co1n
s.ideration thla•t fa:c::J~t-Les foir commuin
'ica!tion would. lbe morie· a!dvaintag;eo.us 
to the en.emy .than to the lighMy
arm·ed Ir:ish troops:. F\u··thermore 
Irli.sh ·ehL.ieftatn1S almost linvar~a:bly 
£:i21lle1cted dn:aocesslble s~tuat:ions for 
strongholds :and residen1ce-s. Conse
qu:c:in t.ly we can understa;nd why the~I'e 
was l!.i. tt12· OT no roiadbuiJidllng nn Don"'" 
€:~al for centu!1les before' the FJtl,g:fot 
of t ihe Earls in 1607 : ..... .. · 
STATUTE LABOUR .SYSTEM 1614. ·• -· 

In 1614 the .Statute Labour · -sys~ 
t:m of roaid-maldng (already 1ni --~p~ 
eratdlQn ~n England) was introduced , 
in:to this c0.un:try. By th~s enaet.imerl·f 
every -· house-holder and cotta,ge:... · 

- ... i 

AILEACH - ROYAL F.ORTRES. _.OF THE NORTH 
(E·=e reference p~~~ ~49~)_>: . · 
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l1aibou:ri2r an1h:a1bl~Lliilg the p1aris!h was 
obJiig:ed to give s1:x-d:a.ys labour at 
road-makli1ng eiveiry yea1r. 'Ilh~s sys
t.em havmg prov.e:d iin:adsqua:te an 
act of 1711 allowed Grand Juries to pre
sent mom.y towards making and repair
ing the hi·ghways in addition to Statute 
L1a.bour. Botih together having proved 
i1ns.utncient tlhie· T:urnpCk:2· sys:-tem wa~ 
jmtr:o1du:ceu ~.n 1730, but owi1I11g to laick 
of t,raffi-c thJis sys:t.e:m did not thr-ve 
either. 

17th CEINTURY ROAD3 IN DONEGAL· 
Fro1m ·reports of t.he pi2T::od it 

would ~eem truat bh1e: eiarliler sy.s·tems 
weT12· no :more successful in Doneiga:l 
t1h1an ets1ewhier·2·. Two em,i:ne:nt h~1.s

tor1anis: have stated tJla1t 1i,n 1650 amid 
lian:g 1a.ftsr :th!eTe ex·:s.ted no ~oa,,d in 
Do1roe1giaa except the· roughly l:a.id 
thoxouigh-fare for .siol:diers between 
Ba.L:iy<!1hranrriun1 and Lifford. 'I:hie· V~car 
Ge1rn2:raa 01f :the dfo-ce-.se of Raiphoe 
w1riJ0:1ng to t.he CaTdin:al-Sie.creta.ry of 
PTroip1a;giand.a 1a:bout 1671 rcf:ers tQ the 
roads of the diocese as 

"those· rugg.ed pa:this truly llike ,to 
those of the Alps or :he Ap
!JK::tnin es ". 

OUR ROADS IN THE 18th CENTURY 
E:ve1n: 'bh'e next hundred y·ears 

brciught ]ltUe ·Cihaiilige- except in· a f<:.w 
ciLstdc~;. To· .the· ~ndustry am:d ob
E1ervatioin Qf Re:V. Dr. - Pococke who 
travelled in Donegal in 1752 we an: in
d·ebt·ed for 1a. de~cript[on of many of 
oiurr voac:Ls. Re giv1es s:pec:tal praise to 
Mir. Wray 'Of A:rdes for 

''th!Q~·:e· fi:ne roaids whi.ch a.re made 
over Loug:h Salt moun:t:a'i::tlr, and 
fin other parts, laid OU t SO as to 
be fini.E1hed ri.n a:bout se:ven years : 
by 1allioting s.wch :a. measure of 
road yoa:rly to .ieaich house, a:c
cor1cUnig to the value, of the' la·nd 
·they ho1d : they are twenty-one 
fe2<t broad, wi tJh a margin on 
e1a.ch side o!f green turf about 
two Je1et wide; they are first 

raiis1ed w(th: the e.arth tha:t is 
t:hrow:n up to ma.l~e a fOSEic:3-··-cn 
€iach slide, then -they by a coat 
of 1br.oken qua•rry stones:, on: th a c. 
some 121arth and gr.a vel a:t the 
top. 'I!F1Jes;e' roads constdering 
th.e· chea;pn1e:SLSi of carr1a.ge on 
l'ittle ;trucl{S driawn by one ·horse 
.almost answe·r the· end of wacer 
carr1:aige, for t ihey w.ill dra::w· a 
hogshead of winE., ·Or anything 
not iex1.=.:eect:ng 600 lbs in wedghL, 
.and o:ne m:an WiH at:tend three 
DT four o:f them. 'They commonly 
feed theL.r 'hoT&;;s on the gra.s.s 
:they find on the road . . . ,, 

In the n1eiighbourhood of KHma
creninan lh.e s1aw ani 12xtraord:_n.ary old 
roiad ibuHt 1alonig thei edge o-f a preci
pice ,with .a deep lake directly ur.der 
it. The boggy nature· of the -road 
from Fialcarragh w:e:s:tward was.. a 
gr.ea:t h\indrance to h~s proig·r2ss, but 
hie, 1encountered hJs mos:t :sicr~0:us diif
fi,culty 1n1 tQ)e Glas:begg~n M ,ill area of 
'Iic::mple·crone. 'I!he r oad .. wai.S_.Rbso~utely 
tmpas:E1aibtl!e, but · 

"the gu;id~· we:nt to tihe ma1 and 
bro1uigh t a. boa.rd and an ox:e' s 
s:kin. So l:aiying sod.s and :hE!a:th 
on the s;k;:n, and th€ b{)lard <Jin 
tihat, and sods. oin ea>cihi s~de of a 
.to keep the· horsies from sliipp(ng 
dn, we crossed on them safely 
and p;a:ss~ng on st:ll over bog. 
Wh€n1 we: ·carne to any narrow 
passe·s the horses leaped 
them . .. " 
On the way to Let.t.ermaraward 

he "chose to go on the edges of 
hanging gr(Junds and over rivlets or 
Loiw p.Ja.c:es wh~1ch are dd;es.t". Ha:v!lng 
crossed Gwe1ebar:ra Bay on a. ourragh 
while h i.is hor15>e:s swam over he c:am.e 
in two -m:il-2s t·o the. Rectory of I:nni.s.
keel, "the first hialf Oin! tb1e s·trand, 
and the· remainder w.'..th1jn · the sand
banks". Evidenrtly -there· W!as 1110 road
way. While ·hiere he wa:s to[d of a 
h~ghway that had be·en built frc.~n 

near Lough Finn to Stra,baJli2'. H~ 
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c•rosised the Owe1niea IQn a bl'\idge and 
Vh12 Ard.al'la rlivex oin a W-Gdg.e. Ap
proa.chi1111g OarrlicJ~rnamoh1iH on his 
way t·o K~'llybegs hre tf!a.ve1led over 
"thie lon:g :biog 01f Str-ag:ar on1 a very 
go.ad road", .a111id ht2 giwe sp2·c1a:l 
prafasie to the !h:i,g'h-way be·tweren Bal
llimtra and Ba[ly.s!hanno.in. 

ROADS OF KIL,L YBEGS. 
The r·oiad through Sfra:gar mu.st 

hiarve bsm1 IQ1f r•21c:e:n1t cons:~ructJion for 
a m:ap o,f 17 49 ( Be1H' s map Of the 
Murnay-st.eiwar.t -est.ate) shows no 

p.Jie'ted) from Ardara Dia:mond a.cros.s 
Drumbarron, and o;ver the h):Uside of 
Gashe·l t;qi t!he iNJck. 'I1he· prieseint. road 
from Ard.a:ra to the Nick wa;s l:aLd out 
and gra;vreiled 14 feet Wilde · in tih•3 
yi;;:ars 1766-68. '!hie· cau~ieiway prc.vConis
ly in ;us.e ra:n e:lios'e to the r'. ver ln1 the 
bottom of the van ey. 

EXTRAC'IS - A FEW OF MANY 
1756. A \bridge ove·r the River FL·rnn 

on "r,he G re,at Road from 
Boylagh to BaJlyboJey" wia;s 
bujlt at a cost of £ 165. 

road through Carricknamohill, Faif- 1756 
an1nra:ni, or the Oomm:oin.iSJ, but th2 
Bulll:gos:tin. R1iver had a11addeiT-shaiJ)ed 
brddge a•cross tt. It m•ay have be1e1n j 
that carriage-way roads only were j 
m:a:rkisid by .som.2 of tho~18 £1arwy map-

'I!he road f1r\Om M:ounk.harles 
to KJrain.e wa.s in coun:e of 
con.slruction, and 9 br'id,gu3 
and 48 pl:p3:s were brn~lt on 
the "Great Road" · le.adin.g 

makers. Acc:rnrdiJng t,o Bell "The 1757 
Gr12:a~t Roa:d'' run!Iliinig b2t.wee:n tihe 
town-park.s of the "City of roillybe-gs" 
turn(ed :abr1uip•tly at K:nockn:ag1:n, 
whieT"e it paxtsd w!ith its. fu11ces, cro.ss- 1757 
·2d :at thte end of Louigihead and over 
Carnmme ~lil the dire1ct!ion of Bruc1k-

from BaUintra .to. P.ett~go1:;, 

£9 was paid to J:am:es Ha-m11-
ton · anid Wm. Br1.c:2 ·to bud1d 
a bridge .of O!ne a.rc1h :Over tihe 
River of Klilly.begs. · · ,, ., .. . 

' '.:if ·' '·' I 

'I'h.e road from Trye:n:agh to· 
Gwe·2barra. was coated w~th 

stones and gr:avel at a cos:t of 
£105. le:ss. Iin 1765 thlirte2in new piipes at a 

cost Orf 10/ - ea1ch w2r:e· cQn1Srtruc~ed 

· bet>w;e·en Carrl1ckrna>mohi:il1 and Kiilly
b:;1g.s. Ln the Ea.me y·e1a1r brddges of 
stone and lime :w·ere built at Car·rick
na,m·o!hlill, Faifanna1n !3JI1Jd Owenamal-
la gh (was this latter the Commons?). 

GIR1AND JURY PRESENTMENTS, 
1753-1800 

1758 On the "Great Roa1d," from 
Don·e:ga.1 to K1Jly1begs a new 
sec-tion was op:en·ed . through 
the lainds nf Drum.ark and 
Balliwed, another through 
t1hie lia.nds of Mourm~cha.rles 

amid Dry:r!1ore, and a. third 
through Ca!"ricknagore. 

, 17&0-New Bridge ov·er the Glen 
River. New roa.rt to bz, run 
stra-:.ght thTougih the lands 
of Straid, Curtecro and Carrick, 
beg::nning at Btrai!d :amid end-

From the Grand J.uxy re.cords of 
17 53-1800 we ,learn .th<at thi.SJ was a 
p::1r'.iod of great :act~vity jn roaid
m:aki'ng ·a:nrd bxlid:g,3·-buildi:ng. Many 
pg-;ev1:oulSly built roiads we:re· diverted 
or r•ecoints:tructied ln accordance with I 
t1he r 12qu!ir.eme!Ilrts Qof whie:e·led tr.affic 
th:e:n eo:mJl.ng into vog;u~-. Here and 
there through-oru:t the coUinty can 
still be seen traces ·of earlier roads 
ru;nniing dead .straight mp hi!U · and 
down without regard to gradient or 
c21n~t~eLS:I of population. A classdc ex
armpJ1e 1s th·e ok1 road (n•2ver com-

1730 

1761 

1762 

481 . 

iing at the Bridg.c, of GJ.En. 
Request of R::v. Robert 
Phillips a.nd Andrew Hamil-
ton. 

A bridge over the River Clog· 
hianlea (Dungloe). 

New Road from Letterkenny tJ 
Ballti.namor:=. 

£ 141-15s. .granted to buHd a 
four arched bridge of stom; 
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and 1:m.e over the River 1783 Neiw ro:ad M1a1a;,s to Gweeoana. 
C1atdy on th:e "Great Road" 1792 MiOuntc!hiade:.s:-Ard:ara. New road 
fl.'loun Dwrnfan1aghy to Killy- tihrough Ca.~tlogary and Car-

. bcgs1. rickatleve. 
1765 N 1E1W rorad Clonmanny Br. t.o 

Buncr.a111.a. New road (part) , ARTHUR YOUNG, 1776-79. 
Carn to Cw1da1f. Arthur Young !in h:.s "Tour · of 

1766 BalLHnidl'1ail.t. £6 preseiil.lted to Iveiand", 1776-79 W3$ . partdcufarly 
ifill up and pa.ve- 210 yards of 1mpressed w~:th the· e~menen~ of the 
'the strieie:t begt.inniilng at the ro1ad:si dn every part orf true country. 
N.W. iend of t!hie town and "I couJd", he says, "trace a. route 
ie1ndt:.1ng at Jo!hn Ki~·loon's U!POil pa!l)er a;s wild as fa1I1Jcy could 
ihou.se. dfota .. te., and ev·eryrw:h:ere I found 

1767 Bal]indraiit £ 13-5-8 pre.s.entoed bc:a:utif1Ul! r~1ads rwtithourt breta:k o•r 
to palV.e 672 yrards of the hlin.drance ·. . ; . . I found it per
stl!'e1ert rbegOn1n!i1ng a;t t!he brildgie f·ectly pr.acttlcable to :tr:av-el UlPQrn 
and ~e1ad!ing to'Wlards. Ca1st.J.e- wheels by a map." Wei must remem
:ftin iatt 4d per yard, atls.o 1,000 ber, however, tha't cul" trave!11er avoid
loads Qtf ela~ at !d per load. etd till~ mor1e1 .back:wMid :parts, a1nd also 

1767 New road throug:h S'haillogans that hlis ·Comparison was based 0111 
arnd DerryU.iougihan to Gwee- the roads of England whieh, from 
ibarr.a River. s!heoer ni2gle1C"t, had goit i,nt;o a doeploT-

1768 S2ct10111 oif n.e:w rqad be;tweein a.blei co1I1Jdlitlion. 
Lette:rk!entny amid R:aphoe so Jin Donie:gaJ. lhe confined lh1s· iitiner
a:s to avoid the extraord:nary ary to ;the· road from Rapho.e· and 
ste·ep hlill at l.Aismonagham. Ooovoy thro.ugh Bami2smore to 

17·68 £257-8-8 pres1en.t·ed to build a Moun;tcharles and Ballyshanno;n, 
1brlidg1a over the rlver of Don- with a vi.s::t to Killybegs. In C1ocr1'-
egal. 11e.ltglhi there was no such tin:ng as a 

1771; G1e·n t.01 rollly'beg.s. Reipa~r whe•eled car, 1a111d on t'he rood ;to Bal-
1brr1d:ge of Portachran, bu1ld lyibo.fey he mieit "o~en. driaiW~.ng sl,edg-e
:ar.che:s: ait Argall, Derryla- cars of ·turf, singile1 with oonar:s". Of 
ha1nie a:nd iRoxborourgh. the road to Barne:s Gap lhie wr~te.s. "I 

1771 R.1spa1'.:r tih.e road from Keien- hrud oft2n heard of roads be:ing m:ade 
:ag'haln.. (Klilcar) to MUX'J)hy's over such qlliaiking bogs .t•h1a:~ they 
Ford. m'o'V'e under -a carriage but could 

1771 New rrnad from Bally-erriston .scarcely credLt at. I was, howeiVe~. 
througlh. Clogheir to Narin. ooruv1nci2d now, for in· soev·eral plac·es, 
The· Q1d roa.d ve1eToed seiarward eiVery st1ep t!hie: horse· took, moved a 
v~a tJhie Cast1.e1goiliarrnd houses). frnll yard of the road in perfect 

1783 Neiw rolaod from Dunkinee1y hsaves" ~a de~ription wh~eh enabl~s 
t1hr()ug.h Castletown and us t-0 form iam. op~iniiolll of conditions 
Loi\liglhmudlt. ; in more !'lemote areas. 

1783 Neiw road from Callhla.me Lough 
1to Bruckllie:ss. POST ROAD ACT, 1792. 

1787 Gaemit!Les-~. Neiw road to be The Post Roads Act Qf 1792 
opm.ed at ·l'!eQUtest of Right (am·ended 1805) wa.s design1ed '·for 
Hon. Wm. Conygham through improving ia.nd klzeping in: re:pa[r the 
IM1aas, Lertte~lly, L<>.ugh Crill- PiQ;st roads in thlis kingdom for t:Jll.e 
~lin., St~al?liaglougn amd Gort- better conveyance· of His M!ajesty's 
niamucklagl'lt. ma.Us 1by coach€s, and for tihe· greatisr 
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~.ecuirl:ty of piers01ns tr:a:vel~Cng there
i1nf'. Each .suirv·e·yor wa:s "to divest 
h1ims1eillf €111it1:rea.y of :any attachment 
to p:roXimity to tlh1e· old road and 
choo101se tihe beisit li!n.12 for the (new) 
r:o1aid". HCJJ.SJ wieir.e· lorw·ered and hollows 
fill.eid. About tlbli.s time also m112:srtone:s 
we:r.e €1rc1citsd, and · trav1eller's were 
obKg,ed tu t,a\kJ~ the left lh:anld side of 
tJh1e· road ;UJndeir a pe1nalty of 10/-. 

ABUSES IN.mE ROAD MAKING 
SYSTEM·. 

In •tho~:~: earliy y.e1ars many a.buses 
crept into t1hle1 rviad-maikiing system. 
Th~· ilnte:r.e1srt.s .01f the l:aindloird nearly 
alira.y.s: pire-dom.inalted. New roads 
ra1dl'.1ated frnm B:g Houses like rays 
from a centre wit:h a surrounding 
E1pac.e· w11tJ1.out ainry co1mmunication. 
M)ane'Y pre,s-ented iftp;zo the crnnstruc
t!ion or riepa:r of 11Jiu1b1ic roads was 
s1om·~1times exp~mded on ma:k1:nig 
privat1e ave1rnuies. Ev·En ·tih[;s, g:a,ve €m
ploym·ent, 1bU:~ ·there wer,z instances 
wihie:re p1u1bl::c money wa:s paid <JU t 
a.nd lllOit Olll:e p2.r:ch of roiad made aniy
w.heire. In O'Ilie• county (not Dom1ega.l) 
abu~ies were s:o glar:ing tha:t th:~ fol
Jiorwing line!s; wie1l"e wr1.t·t,2n : -

"From the· m1zasurer who lays 
down the oh:a.'in, 

To ih1m wllo gl.'lasps the .s:a1cr:llig
eou.s g,alln; 

bu!ild:uiig houses and stol'1es on th2 
islan!d of InnC.sihmalcaidurn, "•and in 
making ro1a:ds through tJhie mounta:ns 
to the eihampai!Il parts Qlf th~ coun
try". "Nothlmg cain exc:e·ed", he co111:
tinue·s; "tihiH goQidness of tbz roads of 
thi:s .county. In .the mQu!Ilta'..n regd.0111s 
tihe materGalsi iare <C·V·€Tywhere act hand 
a,nd the roads ~em,arkaibly smootfu 
a.ind €XCeUent. Tio rtJhUs ;there is but 
01rne exceptfon,. that is the coast-·wlse 
r-0aid from Rutland towards D2,rry". 

ROADS OF KILCAR AND 
GLENCOIJUMB~ILLE. 

We ca1n be· qu1te c·erta:in that the 
E:cclesiastic.al foundations of the 
Gltencolmldlle peninsu~a in €arly 
C'hrt..i:st~:ain.1 times had a road -.way con
n\3c:tl1-on wi::tlh the prinie~pal m-on·ast.1.c 
eita!bli'shinents Qf TlrcaniafilJ, :and the 
naitura1 oo;urse. for t.:hlis r:outie would 
by vi::t the' ltotl e mon:asti.c csills ~J'f. 
~ilJy.begs (Na CeaHa be:aga.). A1l:0ng 
thi·s way itrav1ecr1Ed S1Uch :notabl.z 451a'.:nts 
ais ColmkiUe, M1eadhog of Ferns·, Na,ai 
of Inver, Ciaran of Os:s1ory, amd holy 
hiermi ts 1ike1 A'Odh Miac . Bt1c and 
Bls'hop Ass1Leiuis. St. Cia·r.an';s well by 
the roadside· ·at Shialvey mairks onie 
of ·thleir re:stJl!llg pJaces. 

Historiains1 in tradng the course 
of tanicient Krnies of communication 
generially aE:E1ume 11hait most, if not 
all, ibattles: w.el'le foiugiht adjacent to a 

T'hro' .eiv·ery s:tag:e·, on: oath, 
:prnc:::s1s sipe•2ids, 

Anid all !t1he SJW1E1arers nave th€1r 

the m:atl:n ro1ad. 'I1hie bruttle of Derrylahane 
in 1590 be•tween Ried Hugh's mother, 
an Ineen · Du:bh, and h2r step-son, 
Dolllal O'Doilllnell wa;,s !hardly an .ex
c:2:ptlion. 'II.he· road to G lien 3:n thOiS!e· 
days was ll!tt1e mor•e thian. an opo~n 

tr:ack, levellied and worn wi.i.th cen
turles <Yf use. Stdll it :.siumcied to br:ng 

rnv'raa me2ds; 
He1nce a,re c0111ifoundield, a.bs!traet, 

rlg.h.t and wrong, 
SCTiUIP~'e·s :a.r!~ j€'S:ts ain;ct morals are 

ia. song". 
two .a·rm1:es, with ithair_ equipment 

McPART!LAND STATIST'IC:AL together. Bell's ma:p of 1749 (r;e-ferred 
SURiVEY, 100~. to ;~t roJlybegs1) slhQWS a ladder-shap-

Dr. lMiciPrartlaaiid Mils' us that the •zid brlidg.e ·sipanndng the· river from 
sucoelS!s of .tJn1e Wtln:ter lfi·Elh~.ng in th.e Detit.~r to DTl:mniafilll:agle, about the 
Rm:Eis:l3•s .ilru 1784 and 1785 induced ~1ame · po1sdtion as the. present br:dg-e, 
Ool. Conyngham· to expend a sum of but tb::r·e 1s no slgn Qf a paved road 
ftf•ty tJhous1anid pou.nids ( £ 50,000) in way at either end. 
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A C'ARR,IAGE ROADWAY TO 
GiLENCIO[.lMKILLE 

A street of K 1:llybegs known as 
Old F'.Lnitr:a. RiQ1aid was t:he outlet for 
the first pav12id ihJighway to F~ntra, 

K:ilciar and Gl£1n1. Tlhie· s1tee:p SJver
rrllitnie· h~ll iadjaic,enrt ;tQI the toiWlll h<~ld 

no terr.01rs. tor tho1S1e e:arly road eng1in
eieirs. I·~ ·sct1e tJh1·10u.g!h1 Flntra a.nd 
Lrairgy was the tS:ame- 3.tS1 t1ruat oif the 
pre.~ent road. But at Kli.llie ( CUin
n(mgham's), i1I1Jsteiaid of !inclJ1n~ng 

EhOI1ewatrd, ~ t tS.ihot QiCfOSiS tihie: hdlls::a;e 
thIDoug1h La:rgymor.e· and alb10ve the 
la!l':ger VJiJI:aig,ei of Bra V'~n wher:e· it ,turn.:.. 
1ed Wesitiward 1to Go·rt1n1agiUagh and 
contii1I1uicid 1to IDJicar. From K!ilcar it 
p:a;s.E1ed t!htroillg'h BiaJldntemple, Curr is, 
Plortalchria:n1, D:::rryi1ahain, 0ind acroi.ss 
tihie well known fol'ld on ,the Glen 
River below Carrick. Tradition has 
it t.btat a brr1idge erected at this point 
at a later date was demolished over 
ni.,ghit to !P·I'e'V·E!Il t Riev.enue Polle:; 
CIIQIS'.E!ing to G~·en. 

From the Meenavean-.Malinmore 
junction the old· ,road took a ·course 
over the hill west of the present 
road. It is srt/]l u1E1ed for .tflie, transport 
01f itrurf. 1P10~Mon of a. disused lhl~gh
way :thia.t rian from ·thi!s po1:nt to Mal
i1I1more o:s now srulbm·erg12d an Lough 
Awa. Another old road tto. t!he M.ali.ns 
wietri't , fro1m Se:an ·Gi.eann through 
KGl.a:nl:ld. Oa.s1an an Ghrea;rra1n was an 
old p;a~:hrway from T;e.zUn to Malin
be:g_ 

MALIN.BEG .. 
THE ROXBORO !RECTORY, 1750. 

Jury to get pr.e's1entmenits for tihe 
dual purpoisie of empJioyling h:is . ten
ants and impr:nvJ:nig hlls prop.ertY. one 
of thes~ roads, stlill poin:·bed outt, ria1n 
from Cus:I~ry O'V·er the: .top of Bogaigh 
a,nid nort!h!W'ard to Str:ale:el and Meen
aneary. 'I'.h1e main road was piavie.d alilid 
gr.av-eUed, and bridges- :Mld piipie:.s 
were bu.ilt. 

A Murray-Ste·w:a11-.t 1esta:te-map of 
1815 s:h.owiS the road from K-i1car 
through the Glen of Ballydubh and 
01V13T' MuUanougll1 to Ardara. '!'.hie con- . 
struct:o.n of 1thls roa1d may ih1ave be:eil1 
due tq the iniftuence Olf the Nesbi tts 
of Woodh.ill .who, - a~ weli as be{~g . 
Grand Jurors, were-__ l!andlords O'f .(\r
dara and of certadn towinlands ad
Jaic·enit to Kilca.r. At t:h[s poinr~ there 
w:a.s - ·no . road!W'ay :t1h~ou1gh Crove, 
and ma:ny of the hou:sie:s stood 
dlamg1erou~ly cloEe to the 1bank of the 
r~ver. In 1831 t!he road from G1en
oolmki1le· to Le·amaigorwria wa.s :Ill 
cours€'. nf construction1 t.hroug~ Largy
.nia.seeriagh and Stravalley. Many ni2iw 

roads have been mad:e siinice, and thi2 
work goes steadily 'an. 

Tou:r 
1752. 

BIBLIOGRAPHY 
in I:celand (Dr. Pococke) 

T'ours in Ir·cland, (Young), .1776-
79. 

1Grand Jury Pres·enitments, 1753-
1800 

i.St::i.tis ical ~urvey or Co. Donegal. 
CMc.Partland) 1802. 

Strictur·e·s Dn R-0ad Police, (W. 
Gregg), 1818. , 

Fe11-Scribhinn Eoin Mhic .l\eil -
Roadways in Ancient Irelamid (0 

R.oad ~mprovement.c; in .the Kil-: Lochlainn). , 
car-Gliem ariE.1a. iar1e thought to date I Preh:s,toric Ireland, (R1a:f't.e<ry). 
fl'1om a1bi0iu.t 1750 whis1n t~he first re'c-:- ' The Book of Inntshowen, (H; .P. 
tiory wa..s budlt sit Rortaichram (which Swan). 
had been r:e-nam€1d Roxboro in the History bf the DioeeEe a:f Rapho2. 
r:siign, otf C'hiar1e:s ID., The Riec1tor whio CM:agw:re). 
was al..s!O landlord of Cu1skry Gk:be Ulst.er Journal of Ar·chaeolagy 
ex.erted h.is m!flu1::1111cie w·:tJh the Grand (1938) - An Ancient Route (Lawlor) 
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Le nnce-&l o:s m-<.\c 1J-&1ui"i1 

r:us -<.\ .S-<.\O:S-<.\1l, .o. s1nnse-<.\R I ,o.. 015e l 11~uL1~D.(' ·1c~\~ ~'n 
-0.5us .o. ctnu r:usmrsteonn : unoc-.S-<.\O:S-<.\1l 

lr 1 "Ot:ir b01E;ne 1 11-1 ... ,rt.6.r t111 b.6."6 .6.f1 .6.n C..irc'-'r, 1 bTJJr ... ,1rce 
Con.6.lll t111c 11~1LL ,6. f1U:S.6."6 Se.6.5.o.n Ctlt ,(\C"CA.\01"6, ,(\ "C05.6.D SeA.\S.6.11 rn,(.\C 

nl.6.c .o. 'DJ1r"O r-0.n 0L1 ... ~:o.6.m, 1842. n1 .6. 'D..i1ru. C.6.1t r~ -cur .o. 1'.6.05.6.tL .6.5 
re .6.f1 .o.n tiMC b.o. ftne "Oe 1'.>·clcne.6.D.6.t' Ob.6.tf1 "-'r 5ol'.>.6.l"CA.\f l'.>e.6.5 "C.6.L-0.1m le 
,(\ ti1Ull'\1Sm .0. l)f .<.\5 PJ"Ol'\.-llC nlo.c .6.' _ 'n-.6.t.6.1f1 ,0,5ur .6.n CUl'U etle "Oe'n "Ce.6.5-
LM1f1"0 .6.5Uf lJr1s1u 11i Cu1111115e..in. l.(\C. C01lll.6.1C re .6.5Uf "O'f'ul,0,n5 .6.11.6.f 
01E;re .6. t>i .<111n "Oe'n -c-re.6.n--cre10 ""-5ur cru ... \11'.>-ce"-\n .6.5Uf 5.6.nn-c.6.nnr .o.n 
U.6.f.6.l rm .6. t>i m.6.r oll.6.ti1 .6.f1u.ri1 .6.n.6.Ll uroc-t.6.0E;.6.1l .6.f1 re.6."0 blM"0.6.n"C.6.1 .6.n 
.6.5 Cl.6.11n 'O..il.6.lS n,,(\ n"Oo11n Sct,(\t. 1'.J1 :Sore .... lr 10nM"U.6. rce.6.l .6. t>i .6.15e .6.t' 
cltu ,0,n Le1:Smn .6.5Uf ,n.6. r10ML"C.6.C"C.o. ,(\n r ... ,oE;.6.l Le{\t-tronMc .6. l'.>i .6.nn .6.11 
Leo 1 5comn.6.1"6e . .6.5Uf "Oe t.\lf11'.>e fin' "C--0.m rm. Contl.6.lC re -cur ,(\ll 1m1rce 
5e1t>t·c .6.f1 .6. n-.6.mrr.e.o.c.6. 50 1111rnc mr 1i161r, n.6. rLu.6.t:E;-ce ,(\5 1rr.te,(\c"C t"3.r 
11-0. 11-.o. 11n-0.l-0.c-0.. Cu.o.l.o. t-0 ,(\ 1l -c-r .o.oE;.6.L r "3.tle. ConiM lC re, "0.6.f1 lelf, "OCl l'e .:\U 
"Cj1.6.C"C .6.5Uf 10mf1.6. .O.f\ eo:E;.o.n m.6.c .o.' le re1m -0.11 5.6.e"61l 1 n-,..\ tA.\l ... \til u(1t
l),&1\""0, -0.11 ple m6r-cl1(1"CeA.\C .o. cum .6.11 C,(\tf . . 
"O..in qtU.6.E;C.6.11"C.6. fln f .J t>.Jr 11.6 nf.o.rl.o.1 
r,0,n R61m. tJi oll-0.1m "Oe tre11'.> r111c ,6.' 

lJ..itf\"O .6.5 Ct,(\nn 'O.Jl.6.15 50 "O"Ci -ceH'.~
e.6."6 mf-tor-cu11,(\c n,(\ nf-0.11L,(\f 111 "Ot,(\t-0 
bj11fe.6.U Crnn -cS.Jtte. 6'11 U-0.lf\ rm 
rc.6b.o.1'.> -0.5ur "Oib11e-0."6 n.6. pU -0.5ur n.6. 
re.6.116.6.1-0te .6.5Uf br1re-0."6 -0.11 te.6.n-tll'r
t.6.l"C.6.C"C .o.n 5.6.e1'lll. 

,(\ n-0.1te 'Ot1tC.(.\1S 1me-<.\S5 SU-<.\\) 

tfR C011-<.\1ll 

\)-0.111 morc.n "Oe CL.6.nll 1111c .6.'l'>Jt}'\"O 
rul'.>t.6. r.o.n rL10r -cire rm e..1"0.Ut' .6.11 
l)e.6.rnu1r t116r -0.5ur .6.n $-0.ot tJe.6.r.o. 
1 n- ·1.6.rt-0.r Conn-o.6.e 'O(m n.6. n:S.6.LL. 'CJ 
"'mmne-0.c-0. n.6. mb.6.tl-ce .6.5.6.tnn 111.6.t' 
C}'\UtUS.6.U -0.f\ feO 11Mt' c.J: lel"C1}1 t11tC 
.6.'lJ.J 11'\"0, Clu.6 n 1111c 6'\),J 1 ru, C.o. t'f\.6.1 c 
111tC -0.'lJ,Jtf\"O .6.5Uf m.6.f\ ftn. 

bC.(.\l-01'0e-<.\S -<.\:S .6..1R11e-&t' 

.(.\11 se-<.\11-<.\c-0.1-oe 

-<.\C"C te.6.f P.&T.>J1.61C m...\c A' lJ.J11n) 
.o.5ur .6. mu1111Srn .6.11 f6"0 :so t'.6.l'> .6.n 
"OJ10C-tt.6.1t' t~r-c. -0.nnrrn t..irn15 -cro111-
rmu1u .6.f\ f.605.6.l murnn-cw' n.6 "CU.6.t.6 t 

115.66 ce .~1111 "Oe'n -cfr. t'.H plur .6.or 615 
n.6 -cfre 1me.6.rc 1M 5co1m1~ 1 5ce111 
,.,'\5ur nf r.o.l'.> .6.11 cetlt-0 no '11 .J1rne..il 116 
clU1ce pe1le .o.nn m.6.f\ t>io-0 ro1m .6.n 

1m1rce. .(.\n C.6.1te.6m-.61mrlre b.c.."6 mo 
.6. oi "-'c"-'-50 h-.6.1tr1"0 .6.f\ re..6.-0 .6.n 
5e1mr1-0-.6.5 e1r-ce.6c-c le re.6.n.6.c..6.11'.>te 
-pr l)occ. .. \ ... , cu111 11"'' -c1E;e.6.r11.c..i "C.6.L
.6.ltil .6.f ,(\ 5cum c..,\L.61ti1 .o.5ur .6. t>f .(\1101r 
<\f\ n.6. be ..... .l.o.t5 6 ce.6n1l 50 ce.6.lln 11.(\ 

h-e111e.6.nn. \)f ~'.6..tLce romp _~\ 1 D"C1~ 
f111c .6'\),J1t'"O .6.5l1f l'l1l111ltl1ll 11...\ COffi.6]1-
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CREAT NORTHERN RAILWAY BOARD 

DAY TOURS BY MOTOR COACH 
During the Summer Months 

FROM BUNDORAN, BALLYSHANNON AND DONEGAL 
--to--

ROSAPENNA, WEST DONE,GAL, BELLEEK POTT'ERY, 
LOUGH GILL, ROSSES POINT1 and SLIGO, MULLAGH

MORE, ROSSNOWLAGH. 

Full dietails of tours and services from Bus Offioes at 
Bundorau, Ballyshannon and Donegal and at G .N .R. Railway 

Stations at Bundoran & Ballyshannon. 
Please 1ask for G .N .R. Descriptive Tours Booklet. 

Telephone : Ballybofey 5. 

BRADLEY'S 
W·HlT'EHOUSE MOTOR· SERVICE 

Ballybofey, Co. Donegal. 
ANY MAKE OF CAR SUPPLIED 

STANDARD, VANGUARD, AUSTIN, _ FORD 

and DODGE VEHICLES. 
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Four 

In 
Ancient 

County 

Stone Forts 

Donegal 
BY R. F. G. ADAMS, M.A. (Hons. Oxon.) F.R.S.A. I. 

Being so fortunate, as to find my be beit:teir kno1wn wiin alone justify the 
fl'!iend and YOU!r Vliee,-.Pre1sddent, Mr. c!hoice of S'Ulbjeiet. 
P. J. McGill, on holil.dla.y du::ring a re- Ffurst of th2· four Forts is Griainian 
.ce1n1t stay in Ard1air1a I wias enaib~ed to of AIHeaDh, to repeat 1:Jl,e, name u.si2d 
vils;:iit a: numiber of .slist:iesi of gr·ea.t amtii.- in. the mon.ograph on the For·t puib
quar.Ja:n: intere:sit in parit.11.cularly lIBlhed by tihe S'tataonery Office ~n 
f.a.vour.rub31 citrcuimstlan1ces. Having 1919; thiis itsielf b::!ing extr:act,,s from 
r:e1ad in so1m·e· iau1t~or.litaitJive worik of the 'seve1nty-.Eilxth annual re:pwt ;,.f 

' . ' 
whiich the: name of author and title too Comrnis'&ioners of Public Work:.5 
es,cape me, that stone forts arc• al- .in Ire'lland, 19017-1908'. The: next few 
m0:s1t unknown ou tstlde the Sourth pairagra;phs are extr.acted from rt:fuli.s 
Weiste'l'ln c·ountie1s, Wli"Qh the eiXception monogntph. · 
of GrC1anan of MLeach1, theroe il"e:f·~red The Grianiani o.f Aileaich was one 
to by anQtlher name', I beicattne' aillx- Qf tlhe mqst remarkable and lmport
ious to hia.ve, this mli!siconceiptlion cor- .ant ·Work's of it.s ~ind e.ve;r erected by 
rected as soon as I p~d 1a vii'sllit to the anrcilienrt Irish, 'being tlhe palia.ce 
Locih Doon ]a.sit ye1ar. Vi.siits to the of the Northern I:I1i.slh Kings from tihe 
otlher foirtS' whtLCh maike· up the sulb- e:arlite,st age of 1b!isto:rWc traldttdon down 
je1ct matter of thlis article. increased tQ the conunenc·ement of the 12th 
thlts di2snre. A siug·gestion from Mr. ocntiury. m 1101 the King of Munster 
McGlill giave me an, o;pux>rtundty for derno1islhed the Grti.runia.n oif Ail.11eiach, 
a1tay1Jng it, :anid I 1trus:t hll1at tihiis wlll and he ordered his army to briing 
do sQmethd.ng to put tlhe, Forts of Co. filOllll .Ali1e1ac'h to I.ime!l"J.ck a stone of 
Done1g·al 'on the map'. the d·emQ1is'h-ed buHcillng for every 

lSlnoe taklng this artd.cle in hands sack of provislions wlri<m t1hey had 
I 1hra.'Ve . .come acro.SiS' a reference in wi'Uh them. 
J .R.8.A.I, · Vol. vJ1i No. 27, which It appears n1ever afte·r to have 
siay·s inter a,U~a. : -. . 'IsiDa.inds, stone en-:- be·en tlhoroughly rebu11 t. , 
oircled, iarb'.lficla.} or natural, ·are n0:t During the y·zars 1870-75 a local 
so uncommon a.s was once supposed: resiide111t, the Rt. Rev. Dr. Bernard, 
as in Ulister, e:sp2iclally in Donegal, at htls own e~nse, retbui~t a grea:t 
tJhey ar:e not uncommon, but unfortu- portion of this: Anrc::·€1Ilt Stone Fort. 
nately dn the ~a.tt2ir county they now, lie took the precaution of mQl'!kdng in 
neiarlry mvari1arbly are "Ka~l Gardens" bl1aick colour t h e walls at the 
used to grorw cia.l)bag.s- pLwnts on; the Level at whlich he commenced th3 
pl.run.its in sucm iso~ted places b~n.g rebUiU.ddng. Thie work done by Dr. 
more prqtected durlnig winter from Bernard was in ke:eping Witlh the uin
t!he sheejp and cattle than: if on tlhi~ toucihed work then rema.Lnd.ng. 
land. Perhaps the need for thds to 1 Thlis structure was' v€sted :ill the 
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FOUR ANCIENT STONE F'ORDS 

BoaTd (of Works) on 9tlh1 N:oivemb2r. tria.nce ga1tewray tJhere ar:e· • g1a.llert:.e:s 
1904, arlltd initlJal repa.ir;s !ha.Ve• be1en W.1thJini the thJtctkn.eiSIS Of tJhe Wtall, €X

Ullldizrt1a1ken. The prClil!cipiaI dC11nenstions tellldlinig in lengtO:l to one-half of its 
of t1hre C!a1sihe1l 01r Stone: Fort are entJire eir.c'li.fut, and termina.Mng art 
Diam,eter · intern1alliy, 77 ft. 3 ins. tast HISI :northern and southern. po-int1s. 
to we1sit, and 76 ft. 6 ins. north to T!hese· ,g.aller:~es a .re in1 pta.ces 5 f1c•et 
south, Wla.lls 13 to 14 ft. wtide: at base, h!i.gh, and hav,e sloping sild2s:, be•in,g 
·avera:gc:.n:g 16 f<~et in hdgthit. The en- 2 feet 2 inches. wide at boMtQm, and 1 
trranc,e fla,ce.s; due e:ast, .and .i.s 4 ft. 1! foot 11 inches a it to;p; ~hey are cov1er
i:nis. wld·e at Jbotton, and 3 f.t. 1! ins. ed by 1arge stones, laid hor!i.zontaUiy. 
at top, and 6 ft. 1 il1n. in heli.ght. I.n tlhte' sout:hern gaUery, and nea1r its 

Tlhi:::re tis a small we11 whlch col- easte~n. termin1ation, there ;Js a. smiall 
lEcted surface wat.t!r Qn•ly, and was r•z1ct1a111gu~ar rieceiss with a seat about 
D·robia.bly a ooiokli:ng :pit. Adjo:!Iling it 18 inohes hdgh. On ea!ch side of the 
is a:n open:ing throrug/h tne wall entr-auc,e· p1assag.e there is a. re.ce·s.s, 
m€1asrurCnig 18 inches wilde- aJnd 14 pr10ba1bly for the :purpo.se· of reiceiv[!ng 
.inches higih, narr:orwiirng to tihe outsl'..die the leaves of a folding door. 
f:a1ce to a wilidth of 9 inclhe'S at the The buJlddng stones a vel'.age a;boUit 
bo•t.tom, 7 :1nch2·s at t>0p, a111d 1 foot in 2 fe,et in length, and it ii:s qulite· ev.id
ihe(giht. 'I1hiere· arie• reun:a:ins of sd1rruUar ent tihiat t!hey have· be1en in 1niany 
forts anrd stone-roo-fed huts which p;rurts squar:ed wtl.tfrli the 'hamaner; but 
ha v·2· not be.en vei.sttEd. These ruins nio1t dlfs,eHed. But in the extet.Lor 
repr1e·sent the most an.cij1ent type 0if iiace of th.e bu;i.lddng tlhie stones are 
oon·S;tru;cti;0n in .stone knorwn am: 11'18- much more· rounded, or worn at th~ 
1Ql1.ct,< and are compoo1ed of stones E1dge·s, and indicate from tbelir state. 
l.aid d1-oy without any ce:menting mat- of decay, as well as from Iiche.ns 
<~rial. with w.hlich. they are overg·rorwn, .a 

'Ilhie Fort is sli:tuiated dn th,e counity very r-emo;te ant:qulity. 
o·f DoinegaJ., a~boru:t seven m:iles from Betw:ee1n the · third and fourth 
D:;rry, on t!lie s.uunmrit of a hlill 802 wans (Le. the, itwo quter ram.parts)· 
f e·et liglh. Tlhre:e conicen tr:Lc r.am- t'heire- is a . sprling weilJ, Wlhti:c1h wh3n 
part·s .surr.oru:nde1d the c1aslh3l, Qr keep, di:s,covered was covell."ed with. a ltarg·::! 
of. t1hie fortress. stone1, and bertiWefcn tihe1 seicond an.d 

This waU ns not quite perpend.ic- tlh~I'id walls there is a small mound 
ular on i·ts -external fa:ce bu:t has a hla.vi:ng ar.ound it a1 dir:cle of te1n larg·3 
curved slope, or inclfin.ation illlwards, ston:e·s, laJi·d !hiortizonrtally and con- . 
Eke Stia;igru.e Fort, . ~n K:erry, and mo>St vergdng tow1ards the centre. Wh: :n 
Qtiher f ortiS, of tlhe kind in Ir.z'1ait1d. the mo:und waS' ope!Il;ed Elmrt.ly b2f ore 
At the ihedgiht O[ aibout 5 feet from 1835, no1:frl.lm.g was d1:S•C.overed in it 
t1hre 1bfa~12, on the interior face of the tha.t would throw ligiht on the prnr
wiaH, tJhe nhdc:klness ts dli:J:nind.sfrl.ed pois,e Q·f it·s er·c1etion . 
.a.bout 2 f.eeit 6 in1clhe1s by . a tzrrace, So mucih for the omci:a1 ree:oird. 
the a~:cent to w'hl1eih Wias by s.tadr- 1\4.y own note·s, of a visit on the 19t•h 
cases, or fUgihts qf s.tepis, incr-2asdng June, 1952, me:n:tiion. tih:.;, GrCainia:rl' as 
dn !brre:a.dth ias they ascend and situ- being muclh 1biig.geir than rStiai'gue Fo:rt, 
ateid at e!a,c1h sud,~ o.f, .. but at unequal 1:Jhe sl.ight batiteT on tha out.er w;all, 
dl:st.ances, from t11Le etntmnee giaite- alr:Ealdy me:t~onied, tihe· inn1sr wiall 
wary. Thizre was 0Ti1g(!ll1ally a sue- b~.tng apparently .stmiiglht wiVh a 
·ce1s~Con of thir;eie1 o!f' fpur such texr.a.c2s, numibe1r of siteps and three· terraces . 
.a~,cen1dl~iI1g to t1h,2 top, or . pl1atform, of T!he1 op2niin.g through th1e wrall is re
t1~13' WlaU. On ·E:ac:h side' of the en- cord€d as a dra:in oppQ~te the en-

492. 



FOUR ANCIENT STOi\J'E FORDS 

tr:anc2 which hlas a traibe:a t:.:d ct.nor- negle.ct of this i~rba.nt a1nd inteT
way w:tih La,rge boulder as lintel, the e.sting site even by seir:ious archaieolo
bnu1d1er h:avinrg b:.:•en re-erected by Dr. g.lsts and remarks tihat 1hialf the cir
Bernard. cumf:eren.ce of tihe wall is oxtlgil.nia.l 

'I!h.e wen ft.s noted as being called work, made up of dry bould·ers of 
St. F:atrick's W<~ll a:nd as be'ing be·- local s.~aty ro_.ck-.sihJaggy, wiitih. a; cora;t 
s1~dre a: ;pia.tihi riu.nmdng down the hill to of grey lrichein: oval, not cd.r:cuiliair, 
the sornth. T:he b~arck res.toration th2 gm.s:sy spa,ce ins1:de: 150 fre·e·t lonig 
line· is nrQIW ill-delfin2d. Tlhe interior ·bY 100 fe 1e1t, by rule wiaU 12 ft. hi.glh, 
of t'he fort is .covered with grass. battered on outsL.de, .s1ti;pped. Oillr insiid~, 
T'herie ds a, standing .s;ton.s1 on t:he low- 12 ft. trhtck at base, 8 ft. a:t to!P, wa·bh 
er s:lopre of tihe h!Ul Oln! wh1ch the fort a cree;p p:alSis1a.g.z·. 
i.s er1erct·ed. Local pe:o;ple seem t-0 call My note:s of a first v,i~;i.t to the 
tlhe Fort 'CasUe" for I was asked, island, on the, 29th June, 195·2, tell of 
"Were, you up a.it tihe- cast~c?" by a. two s13ts of .sitep,s insi'..de, opposite e:ach 
work!ing man ju1S1t as I r,etached the ot!hier: trrac·es of outs.id1e ledgeis whicth 
!'1oad near Svi:;en1 ·cih;urch. mlglbt iha.ve be,21ri. steps but which I 

According to the Four Masters! have s:ince1 com,e to bellie1ve are ven
Grianan of Aile1aie1h wias budlt c~rca j tHat-0·r plruigs for tJhey are now mov-
1700 B.C. It wias a one-t:me res:id,2nce ab1's· ailld cleiarly aldmit a current of 
of tihe O'Nerillis of U1srter. Its .status a:ir into tlhe crciep passaige if removed. 
as a royal seat was known to Ptolemy Tlhe wiaHs arie much f:allen, the reasarp 
in t1hie ,s.e1cond century. be1ing, a10corrctiing to the1 race local boy, 

W:hlile the Gr~anan of Ailerach who, be~ng found fishdnig wttlh a 
stands up from ths s:urroun9ing younger brother, w.as imrprizssed fu·to 
p]ah1 and lis cle1arly vis:ilble from the taking me over to the is.~am.d, th.a:t, 40 
rorad, L.octh Doion, tJhe fQrtifi.ed isl!and or 50 years a.go, a n;umber of Jo.cal 
f or:mr:n1g t:he sie:cond fart undrer pre·- p121oiple pulled 11he WlallJs: a1bout to .s.eie 
sent survey, ls d:istinc:tl'Y ddficult to if there werie anytJhcing ins~d;e, Cer
fi.nd though the fort:ftc:atJon . mak'es tainly stones ar.3 strewn a:bou:t out
it 1E:ais1ily r~cogni,:;1a;ble w~rnn fo;und. side the fort e~peic(,a.lly to uhe south. 

One pass£1s a loch, Loch Birroge, The walls stiU 1S1ta1I1d1ing are- much 
on tlhe left of tlhe macn road 12a.cting covered wit1h Kcihen a:nd ivy: t:here 
from Portnoo to Ro~1beg. Ju~t af;·ber is much high gr.ass inside: entr.ance 
t·h5.s. there is a boris:en to 1the le:ft. :s on the €R&t side, and the cree:p 
Oni:~ turns down tihi-s bore1e'n, wh::.ch p1a.s~1a.g12s are to be seen Qin ea.ch s.td·e 
h.a.s a low rldge on t he r.Lght, unto of it and :a;p:pariently go r1igJht round 
on~ come's to a cart trac1k on the the walls although now coUa.pised in 
ri,g1ht. 'T'hJ"s c1a.rt tr:alck runs alioing the pla:ces so that. d·ire·ct progreSIS. r:olt.lnd 
eiaste•rn €Xtre1Jnity of the rJdge and is prev·ented. .Just to the left of the 
J.mds on up to a !rarm house' sC1tuated entr:ance, ins:~de, d.s, a rectanguJar 
directly a.bove: the· liQch.. On · p. 28 of structure conitiguou.si to the wall, the 
Dr. Ra.ft.ery's1 'Prehistoric Ireland' is j purpose of which is. uncextain. 
a view (fig. 20) of. t'he f.ort where it W'.h.dl1e the fort pr:a.ctilciaUy sur
is des1crlibed a.s 'of drystone m!a~onry'. rounds the isfand there is space ou-~
Tihis site re:pre:s12nts a compromise sid:e for a rect.angu1:ar st,ructrure right 
be'..ween .a 1a1ntd c1a.E1hiel aind a cra.rin:og'. on tibe w.ate,r's edg.:~ and contiguous 
T'h~ on~y otihe·r reif1eren.ce -·to it in to the wall on the ea:s:t si:de, south of 
print witrh wh1ch I am a.cqu1a1nted t1hie liMl!d!ing-pl'.aiee, which is pr01ba:bly 
is in Dr. Praeger's 'The Way I Went' recent and a.rtLfioiial. 
ilil. which 1he· exprie·sses surpris.e a.t the ln this same loch is another i.s-
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land, rooky, Wtlth some debris re
pu1t1e.d to be thfa.t Qf blllildln.gs but so 
ove:l'lgrown wiith holiLY, 'bl'lall"s, eitc., 
t:h,at :inv.eistiga:tiicm wofild requdre more 
tlhne than I .J.:1.ad to s;parie qn, this oc
caElion. 

On the 2.6itlhJ Augwsit, m tlhe same 
year, I blad the pleasure of makling 
anotheT vdsd.t to the ~sl:an.d, th1:1s 
tillrne in tJhe OOlll/PIMlY of Mr. McGill:l1; 

.and am ple1as1ed to be a:bLs· to: provld1e 
a p!hotogr1a1pih suwliied by him. While 
aippeiarJ.:ng to be talren from the same 
;poslition asi wals thlait wh1Clh app..2ars 
in "Prehtsltoriie Ire:land" tWs one 
i.s taiken .at much closisr :r:ange and 
slhows rup dert:la.ils. Thei small islet on 
tthei left pro1viidie151 a. bo1a.ts:lJ~, and just 
b31yond the Sft.ruciture me1rnt~oned ,in. 
t~e· pen;ull!tlimaite p1ar:a1graph can be 
glimpsed. Up fro-m this to the rigiht 
tlhene :is a 1g1ap in tJhie w.aU: the en
tr:an1ce is tihell"e. On arrival at t.he 

loch we found a. liar:g.e and ch2erful 
famUy where· I had obtiaiined the boat 
on my prev1iou:s v!stl.t bU'~ a bigg·2r boy 
acted as oarsman and guide on this 
occasion. 

T.he fort me1asures: 117 feet in
sJd\c diamerter N.E. & S.W. and 68 f·eet 
S.E. & N.W: The two meas,ur.ements 
taken of the he~glh.t [nsid2· show 11 
fe1et 3 inches and 12 fe•et, the lattie1r 
bednig the hedgh.t beside: t!he· steps to 
S.W., allQiwance being made for the 
slop1e- gil.ven the tape: by the· stelJ)S. 
The wall is 13 feet wide on th.e we1Sit, 
or left, sidie· of the· entrance-, 6 feet 
be~ng the distance· from outer e.dge 
to p;a.s.sag.2 on1 this side. T!he guide 
told us that his father was se:tting 
part of the inside of the fort wiith 
poitatoes 2-3 years ago and oom1e . 
upon.: what, from the bQy's descrlip
t:!.on, was undou1btedly ll. c1ist grave. 

View of Lough Anna : the .fortified Island is in the f1oreground~ 

Photograph by ~r. P. McGill. 
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liniWards from tJhe entrance rthe e:asit .along the madn road from Glen
cree!P p1assage opens botih to right tie1s to Ba1lyboifey. Here, yorur Pr:2:s
.a:nd to le1ft. A few yards from tbJ:; Lden1t, for w.ho&e !hos;pitaUty to a com:
einitr1a.n'C.e on the leJt 1si an inine·r sta,ir- p~e1te- ~trianger I must record hearty 
c:a;s:2· l!e:a1dling to the open iair on top tihanks, described some of the very 
of tihe wall. The ornter height is 14 numerous r12ma,ins of arch:aeo1ogic1al 
fee1t neiari2r tlh1e ledges, menrt.ton- interest in the nelighbourhioQd, vecr:y 
ed ie1arl:1er, to rii.ghrt of the ·2in1trance: fe;w of wihich ws· would be atble to 
j:u.sit be1siide- the-s:e· is a fall owtwards v1.s,i;t th.at day, iand ment:ioned tih:a;~ 
whk.Jh seiems obv1ously artti.fire:ial, as, the fort bes:Lde us has a d!'..rame1t13r· 
ffUXlther on, the.r:e isi a place wh2re g.rie1a,t.er than that of. Griranan of Ail
there is a fall irnstde which se12ms. to each, wltlh. walls or:iglinally 7 ftet high, 
be na.tur:al. A wiHoiw, wel1 over 12 but n0iw muclh rudned and repa.ired 
f,2ert 1hiigh, grows dns1Lde- t!he: f0:rt . by s:top gap ston1es:. 'Ihere a.re other 

As nl()Jted earl!ie1r tlhere is a struc- forts in the· 1mm·ed~arte· neighbour
tur:ei i:n~lide· o:n1 the· le;f t of the en- hood but t;his:, appar:ent.iy, is the only 
tranc:e. Mr. MciG~ll. maki~ng enquirries one w~tJh a !hLgh wall. 
after this vd.s,it, found t.hat t1l~s was Bein.g the third walled fort now 
constructed and used by poteE.n makers known to me ini the COJUnty, despd:ie 
so need not bE.1 described here. t1he· opinion quorted or~g~inaLy, the only 

The ~oclh isi fed by one ·spr~ng am.id one known to me, a.t the tiime, th.s nne 
bias a river outlet tu the sea. Our confirmed in me tlhe1 ideia that they 
young gu;~de to1d i'll.si that a gold ornra- ough to h2 better public~sed than they 
menit wa1s diis1covleTed in a hedg£ a few are, and that the outside world, es
ye1ars :ago in a t.ownland adja:cent to pedalLy ant1:qu:arJans in the othex· 
t1he· Loch. tihdrty-one coru:nties, should kno.w tthia:t 

W12:rutlher condlirtions on this oc- the County has stuc!h: antJiquitie1s to 
cia1S1:1on prev1en;te:d ms, from visiiting the show the visitor and the expert. 
seie.O!nd iisJtand on Loch Doon but en- Already holdJng tJh~s opinJon I 
qui-rd.es. s12:e:med to s:ho:w, .a,s does ex- was natur'ally very much in~sresrted 

am~nia:tion tihrioru,gh binoculars:, that when, three days: later, Mr. McG!i.11 
the:re, the ru1ins' cons1i,s,t of nothing but t:old me of the fort!:fi1ed island on Loch 
a1 hea1p of stones,. There· is. however, Alnna, whic!h he had been discus.s:ing 
a s:mall i.s:1a:nid on. LQch Birroge, near W1tha s.tranger, who was Jnter121sted in 
by, on Wlhli.c1h dds1t1Ln1ct traces of a . wall the structure. 
oa.n be Sl8€'n fr:o1m the bank but there But before going on to describe 
j:s1 no boat on t'he 1och to enable the this it is to be n..corded that he and I 
c:a.s1ua1 v,ist•tQr to ins1pe:ct it more clos12- made a second visit to Clonceagh. From 
IY. Ln a 1ny ciaiSle, ·the ruins are of this we learn1:;d that there are tnree forts 
Uttlie aieC01Unt as sefcill. from t'he shore. clrose together, Qnly one' of whkth lis 

We turn in,~and again for the walled. . T1he1 entr:a:nice .. of the . walled 
tlhird fort un:derr review. On th>e 3rd one is to the N.E~ and, frum herie, 
of AuguiS1t, 1953, I had the privilege directly. across, the, internal dJ1amert1ET 
and pl€1a..sur1e of a,ttemd~ng the annu:al is 121 fe'et, while from S.E. to N.W. it 
mE1e1tinrg and e:xicrnrsd.on of your Society ~s 122 feet. so ·the fort ds almos.t an 
as tihe guest of Mr. McGill. Among .2xact c:ircle. The helg!hit of the waHls. 
this· inte1re1stin,g si.:teiSl vl'sLt1ed on trus internally is 6 fe:et ·6 inches· at what 
o:c,cia,s1:.on walSi .a fort at C'lonceagh seems to b1;1 the most intact sp·ot and 
wlhitc1h one· re1arcihes by tlaktl.ng a turn where: the rocks of which the of!ig:inal 
to the right to Armagh Bridge, after walls were formed have sand, etc., to 
p1as~dng tihe vill!age of Cloghan, going bind them together. At this spot 
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the· w1dtlhi of the whole wiaH jg 4 fe121t s,t.one:s. 'Ilhrs· growtfil on the island, 
7 inchest but ait its a;pparent wide1S1t, self set as it ds, was too thick for 
whicil"e there :is :a shallow ho1e in the further not.es of any worl:Jh on this 
foUlllld:at:ion wall., tlhe figur1e is 8 fee1t vlsillt. 
ove·rall. The hole julSJt menti.om.~d On retUiJm to· shore we met Mrs. 
cannoit r€!1Jll'le:sen1t V0Stiige:s of. a sout.er- Campbell, just arrived, who tQold us 
r.ai:n.i. Gr1a1ss covers the mteri.Lor of the tlhlat ther·e is a story tha.t the: is~and 
fo:r:t a.ndt in this., a: bou1:!id2r i.s embed- was used as a piriLson for a l:a.dy by 
ded, but tihere ~s no reial evidienice of one of t'h1e O'Donnens. This sitory 
any chamber bei.inig sll.ted therein._ w:as borne Qllit by a. Mr. Willie Ward 

'I'he diay foiUow~ng neiw.s, Qf .Loch whom we met makldlg hay as we de
Anna htad al:r:e1ady beelili cho·s1en for a. sieended the hlill. He a~o told us 
vJ1sdt by Mr. McGU[ and myEie'lf to a tihiat tJhe- boa:tsllp was coll!struicted by 
n:;iwly dlsiclo.sed m~dden sli.t.e: at Ca.sh- a. priest s1ome ye(a.rs a,g\O, th.art tlhe for
elgolain, tihe owner of. tlh1e s~·te, MI. tdfied is~arnd was Qince pLa.nted w1ith 
Oba.rLe·s Gall1agih.er, havmg tQld Mr. s1allies which were1 cut dorwn eiarly in 
McGill how a s1torm h.ad ll.llliCOV18red the pre;.s.en t centuxy, niat[Ure siin.ce 
suggestive materda.~. Sio, ::htaving 8p2n1·~ tihen 'b:ed.rn1g allowed to t1ake· con1t.rul, 
a iillllffiiber of houil"s walking ahout .lMJ.". and th:at tJhe island wias once in gre,ia.t 
G1aUagher's pro,perrty wltlb.1 . hd.m.se·1f a.s use by paitieen makers . 
. ornr guitcli2·, we miade for the· loch. For the benefit of visitors it· is to 
'I!he.rie i.s one boat on l.tD•C'h1 Anna: for- be s·tated that the ;positio!Il1 of Loch 
trun1ately, a fr'iend of Mr. McGill, Mr. Anna is clearly shown qn till.e O.S. 
Clampbell, N.T., Qf Glen,tiias, ihJas a m.aps but t'he track leiad:inig to it is 
p1art soore in it. S.o wie• called at M:r. e:ertiai:nly not so sihown. One goe.s 
Cla.mpbell'.s, house a1nid found his son. abou1t a :mile along the Glen road 
-Brendia:ni, just o:ff to join his flaith-er, north of the Owerie1a Ru.vier· bw~ not a:s 
:fiortuna·tely for me, now on hiollday, far as the Gre1en1a.ns Post Oflirce and 
on the to·ch. The M:esisrs. OampbeU t!hen strikes right up .a track, juJSt 
took us a.rouind and on to the f ortJifti2d negotiable by priv:a te c:atrs, w'hi~Clh 
is.land a.ind ·the other two islands sit- winds up the- hill an.d com·e~ QUt on 
ua.ted ~n the Lo1clh. · Theis1e · oitihtsir two the. crest a.t a pod.nt from which the 
do not need further m2n tion: bo.th locih c.a.n bei d!i.sc·erned on1 tihe- left. 
arei unduwhtedly of 111atull"al rock foa-- Arrangements were· maide to re
m1ait1:on, while nerrt1h12ir lh1a.s any sig.n:s visit the sdte in the ne1ar furture- so; on 
oif forb1ficatdon or other b~ldL.mg. the 14th of Aug1ust, M.r. McG:ll and L 

~ro·m tJhis pre·llimdnary vi-s~t to set out to pick up Mr. Camp·bel[ ·: and 
the fortified island, Wf:: brought away his brother-in-laiw, Mr. Miaguli.re,- !h.1.s 
the idea of an island elliptical in shape, Eion Bre1I11dlan:. going by b~·~y,clie. Once 
loruge·r east-west thla.n nor'tlh-ooutiht arrived a:t t:he Inch, Mr. Clampbell and 
W1l th · a boa tsl~p to the sou th. It is his flamily rowed us ou.t to the forttll
wi::n w.oiodled wiLth wHd . growth. In- ed island rand worked hero,icaUy to 
s1!de tJhie s:urif1a,ce is of ooft so:il, though, clear the thick growth whi.ch had 

· towiards tJhe eiast end it rds1es· and is cut sihort our pre-v:iorus dnvestigia:t:.Ons .. 
rock blarnd. Eas;t of nQrth cei!l\tre By d~n.t of tlhe:ir efforts· we are a.ble 
therE., a1·e ·stepping stones and, immedi- to gtive the unde·rmenitio:ne1d details. 
a.tely inside 01f the-Se· theT'e ds an ir- 'Ii.he hut me!Il:tl'..oned earlier, · or 
regu~lar line of ro1ciks a;pparenitly arti- wha:t rem.adills of lit, is rerc11a.ngular, 
fi.d1ail.ly pilla,ced, wht!.c1h. lead to a · hiut, but ri2~1Ja.1ins of bot:Jhi north and soutih 
tihie DJorth and piart of the east waJI of walls have a sliight !bat.ter. Tlhe eas,t 
whi.ch are mrade· of unmo·r·iared and west walls are · liargely . col-
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Laps1zd bUit it is cle:ar that the en
tr1an.ce: is alt tlhe northwest cornieT, i.e., 
wlheire tlhie· triaeik from the stepping 
stones en.terrs the· fort. Theria· is a dis
tlin.c.t reice&s some inches in width and 
abQut 2 fe1et in deptm. where this 
boulderrs of w1hich the· hut is malnly 
c:onistruct1ed re:ach the nia:tural rock, 
Utis bedng bro1u.g!bt lilllito usie to form 
part O:f the ~ou.th wall. The hut is 11 
ft. 6 ins. fi:nside length S.E. to N. W., 
but the crum.btin.g wfrli.ch has tak·2n 
p1Jacei makies e.x1act me1a.smement dif
ficuLt. '!hie breadth is 13 ft 3 ins. in
~lide stiandliln;g walls. He;ight of wa.n 
to €fa1st of e!Il'trianice is 5 n. 21ns. on tme 
~d.de n:~.arer tJhie water. With much 
l'le.gret we had to con.elude that this 
must have be12in tihe ih111t, probablly 
cqI11Struct.ed and a~lmost, certainly 
u1s1ed, by th.e pote·z1n makers. 

Inc1uding the recess fo·r the boa.t
s.mp which is 10 f·cet Wlide total cir
oumf,erence of the· is~and, outslide· the 
wa.11, 1s 443 fe1~:t. The width of the 
wiaH wlhCch c1omple1te1y surrounds it 
varti:e:s from 6 ft. 10 ins. to 6 ft. 3 ins., 
meiasurement,s b2d.ng taken in four 
p·Lruces. N!eiar the ihut the wall is 3 ft. 
1:0 ins. high, but such ocf the wall' as is 
.srl:!ill s.tandng here appisiars to be all 
re:co!Il's:truct{o1ni, prerum:ably by :poteen 
makexs. 

ni:.ia.m-e1ter from ou:tsade of wall to 
oiu:t~l'.ide of wall almost due north and 
~ou:bh from rbeS!ide the boaitsK:p js 121! 
feet. For what it ~s worth east-we.sit 
dli:ameter is 52 st:eps, as I made it, but 
the thiek undJ2!l'growtJh. made exact 
mErasiUremeinit, de'S;pd.t3: all tAhe Camp
bell family labours, impossible. 

'Ilhere is: a rocky mound in the 
centre towards the· east 12nd of t:he 
i,slaind: this1 is cov.ered w1th some 3 
i1rnc1h2s Qf son and many lo:ose bould
e·rS obviously ta~en from the bed of 
the lo-c1ho: ther·e is: a tr.a.cc of a land
inig-plaee out.sdde the wiali near the 

breach by whd1ch one apprqa.c:hes th~ 
hut des:c-rihed earlier. 

The above-mentioned mound b(.
gins to rise -25! feet from the shore 
on the· S.E. Slide, 3{) f 1e·et frQm that on 
the N_,E The rise is. too unceirta.in for 
other s~1ch in2asur€·men ts owing to 
sticks, grass, etc. 

T!he loc1hi is to be found on Sheet 
75 of the 6 in:cih O.S. ma;p, and on 
Shieet 23 of the 1 inic:h. map. 

It seems tlha.t tihe name . 'Anna.' is 
really tfrle· genartiv1e of, 'Annagh' and 
Ura t 'Loch Anniar means 'lake- or: the 
hoog This :propeTly d:isposies of the 
story o-f tihe fortress as, originally, a 
place of imprasonme:n.t of a 1ady 
nam-ed Anna held 11hisre by Qll:e orf the 
O'Donnells. The walls of the fortress 
are r 1el!ia,bly said to ihiave crumbl::.:d 
when the 11eve:l of the loch was raii.sed 
to s'WJ)ply watisr for a corn mill below 
in the G len;ties d'irection. M·cBhane 
seems tic> ha.vie been tlhe name of tJhe 
priest who is s:aiid to have constructed 
the boa.t.silip, and 1888 the- y€!ar in 
whlch h€' came- to Glenties. 

The nature o.f the· m.aterlal insli.de 
the island and the oibvlously natural 
or:igin of the otiher two islands seem 
to rule out any i.ikeKlhQIQd that th~s 
ls a cra.nrnog: the wall seems mu.ch 
more ]ik·ely to ha.ve been built to af
ford prote·c'tion dn "tihe numeroulSi in
tertribaf conflricts by whLch th2 dis
trict was d!lsiturbed in tihe ear1ie:st his
to-riical tlmea and could have been 
used either as a permanent store or 
as a te1nporary refu.g1::· f·or humans, or 
for both. Tihe s1te1 of a llarge for·t, 
now much des~troyed, can ba seen 
overhanig;iJilg Gle~tiies as one looks 
in that direct1ion from the eminence 
on which the- loch is situated: but 
t,here: does not seem to be any rn'!ces
s:ary conrnectjon b:=tween tlhiis fort amid 
the one: d'es.cribed hi:;re. Its d~srtr!Uc
tion, at ·lefl;St,· is _the subject o.f many 
a tale. 
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The Name Beal Atha Seanaigh 
BY T. S 0 l\il:AILLE, Ph. D. 

It is ddiffWcu.1t to aicc,e1pt as factual j with the me1an1:n.:g of, 'hHlsil.de, slo!Pe, 
the story that the namie1 Beaz Atha sl·opdng ground•.. :At Bally.shannon 
Seanaig'h ds d•erd.rved from the name thei slop~ng grorund is qu!te si:g
of S1ean~h. 4-5·th century . kdng of ntl'1e.aµt, risl.ing a.$ · it. dQ~s, . from the 
Uls1ter, who iiS sa:id to have be1en kill- north banik of tih?: river, at .the· .s.ite 
·2d ne1ar tlhe ford on the Erne, pre- of the brrudge, and s.treitch~ng some 
V!iously caHed Ath Cro, and buried distanrce ieast and west of the town. 
nearby. Fatail1.Uiies of the lk!ind, as · The Engl1.sh forms of the name;3 
e·JQJ>lanati01I11S for p]ace and rivi.:~r off,er no 1ba.s>is for . in:v-es.tigation,. but 
n:ames, iln .the Dindshenclws . and ortJlogra.phiicalllY the Irish fnr·µis 
siimUar sources, are too llJU.mierorus for l€1ave room · for speiculia.tion. The 
cried·ence. The s,tory of the d•eiath of speUimg Seana.i·Yh for the third ele-
8'eian1ach j;s rathe1· apocryphal, not me1nt qf the naime is by no m~anis 
haivin.g 1bc·en1 record1eld in any o:f the I undtform in MS. sources, as s.hoiwn by 
Annals, ·and 1a:pp1arently oeictM'rlng in the ·2xamples quoted . in § II be-low. 
t:wQ souroes only, themselves dif- .. II . 
fering ~lil! d e t a i L i Silgnif- I. Tille T.C!D. ·copy of the·· Annals 
icant, a.IBo, as the time lag b3~ of Ulste•r (H I 19) has se.(a)naigh, 
tween t1he death of seaniach, in the passim; compare § 111, 4, below. 
fifth centucy, and the use of the 2. In 'the 0'C1!ery MS. of. the An:
name Ath Seanaigh in th2 Armals; nals of the FQUJ." Masters (23 P 6 and 
the eru.-1:.est lilns!tance I have no~d is 23 P. 7, R.I.A. ), u~<i by O'Donovan 

·A.O. 1247, in the AnnalJS of. tlhe- Four 1n his eclition. of . the work, we find 
Masters, Aninals of Connacht., and I se(a)aigh where the wo.r<:l ts wr~tt~n 
Annails of LO•Clhi iOe: Prevdious to in full, but analbbrteJV!ilati.oni, se(a)n-, 
t.hat date, happrenings in the location or ser(a)n-, is shQwn in the entries 
concrernied ar1z ref:erred to Eas Ruadh, at the years 1419, 1421, 1490; -1522. 
or Ass.a.roe. 3. The printed edlt ::on of the 

It seems to m1e , that. the abov~ Annals Of Oonn1a:eht shows senuigh 
name·, :i.nstetad of berng de;rived from in one e:ntry (A.O. 1522); all t.ha 
a p2rS10nal name, ts rather based on qt.her e:ntrie:s have senaigh, ·axcep>t 
a topogr3d)h:cal dc~r:iption, and that for t:he. ea.rli'est occurrence of the 
the correct form should be Beaz Atha name, at A.D. 1247, where· we read 

· Seanaidh 'mouth of the ford of the Beol Ada Senaid. · · 
s.l!oipe'. 4. The Academy and Trln:·ty 

Topograph!LcaUy, the n~me' su~ts Colleg~ MS. sourc€s of, the well 
perf~ctly.. ELsewhere,2 I haive put known Ulst€r J)<>em by Eoghan 
forward the. view that the· Midde Ruiadh Mac an · Bhaird, A bhean 
ITits:h noun seanadh (seanath), now fuair faill ar an bhfeart, have the 
01bsole1te 1n sI>Qk!e'11 I~rl:s!h,. iJS stdll found following in quatra~n 23; (a)seanaigh 
wllidely dist.rUbiuted in place· names, (23 C 35, 150; 23 ·F l~, 24; 23 N 26, 

499. 



THE NAME BEAL ATHA SEANAIGH 

31; 24 P 12, 123; 24 P 27, 55), sea.nuig'h 
(A v 2, 45lb); (b) sen- (H I 14, 166b), 
sean-- (H I 16, 132}; (c} seannaid 
(23 E 14, 16·5; 23 M 28, 287; 24 M 43, 
3). Thie Book of the- O'Conor Don, 
a ve·ry good M'S., has seandh on, page 
186a. A copy of this poem fro·m an 
MiS. of O'Curry's colle:ctfon, printed 
in th3 Trarnsactions Of the Ossianic 
Society, V 1857 0860), 298, shows 
Seannaidh. 

5. Cath Atha senaigh (no date), 
Annals of Tiigeroach, Revue Celtique 
XVII (1896), 240. 

6. C:ath Atha S;eannai.gh (no 
date), Kea.ting, Foras Feasa ar Eir
inn (ed. Comyn and Dinneen), 
III 148, line 2350. 

IV 
In the light of the information 

given in thie' above three sections, I 
su:ggrest that the Ul'Ster name was 

III orlgdnally Ath Seanaith, or Ath 
In add!Ltfonr toi the Ul;gtJe:r Beal Seanaidh, a topographic d.escrip

Atha Seanaigh, we· have MS. evid- tion evoked by the n:atur1e of the 
ence for a .sl!lmdlar name elsewhere, slite:. Further, in the· course of time, 
as the name of th•e mte where the the name became changed tq Ath 
ba1ttle of Uc:h.bhadh took pla.ce, in Seana.igh in MSS. by reason of one 
the eighth century. Th:is wa·s idienti- or more of the following: (a) the ac
fiied in 1848 by O'Donovan1 . (Annals ceptan.c.e· of the story glvmg the 
of the Four Masters, A.D., 733; I 332, death :amd burial of Seanach as the 
foqt:.note), as Ballyshannon, near Kil~ ord.gin of. the plaee· nam1ei; (b) th€ 
cullen, Co. Kildare, but the identifi- unfamiHarity of the obsolete, or ob
catt:on ha.s 'beenr d!ispu.t;ed by T. F. solescent, word seanath6, and the 
O'Raihtillry, in.1 Herrnathena XLVIII substituUon for it of the fam,iJiar 
(1933), 201, who paints .out that the Seanach, a personal name which is 
old·er forms of the nam-:~, derlvin.g· found quite commonly thro'Ughout 
from a putat~ve Baille *Sadhonnain, Irish history; (c) the confusion, 
have· no reisemfb1anoe to the name since the thirteenth century, of -igh 
given for the place in early so.uroes.4 and- idh in Irish; cf. T. F .. O'Rahil
It is noteworthy that O'Donovan did Jy, Iris~ Dialects Past and Present, 
not m1ention Ballyishannon or its p. 53; (d) the tendency towards uni
:i!dien U~f·iic:a:tlion in his Ordnance Sur- formity and modexnli.za.Mon of ortho
vey Letters for C<>. Kiildare, wrltten graphy, noticea:b1e· dn th.e1 writin:gs 
in 18385. of Michael 0 C'ledrigh and other 

Wha.tiever the locati:on of ... the se-ven:teenth c•entury scribes; cf. J. 
s:1e1cond Ballyshanru}n~ the following H. Todd, CO'(Jadh Gaedhez re Gal
exa.mp1es of the name show a fluctu~ laibh, . intro. xvi. 
ation betwe1en the dental. and palatal As a. p·ertinent in.stance of a 
endJ:ngs, S'im"Har to that detailed in scribal change in the very word, 
the forms givien in § II abo\Ve. seanadh, here discussed, s-ce S. Pen-

1. Ath seanaith (A.D. 733), Annals der',s -edition of the O'Clery Book· of 
of tihe Four Masters (Stowe, . C iii 3, Genealogies (Analacta Hibernica1, No. 
276h). 18) § 1616, whdch ~ves· Genezach M. 

2. Ath Seanaith (A.D. 733), the Magn:µsa an tseanaigh,7 for a fam
O'Ci1ecy redac1ti:·on of Lebor Gabla ily whiQ.Se1 ha:bttat lis alrways . wr.it
Erenn (23 K 32, 197). ten Se(a)nadh dn the· many l'€'fer-

3. Cath Atha . Senaith (AD. 735), enc-es to a 1n1 the Annals; the dental 
Annals O:f Boyle, Revue Celtique XL! ending :is vemfi:a:ble in the Lat:m 
(1924), 324, § 230. title of tbe Annals of Ulst-er, named 

4. Bell:U.m atho· senaich . (A.D. from that v~ry place Annales Sen-
737), Annals of. Ulster l 194. atenses... 
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NOTES 4. In 1837, it was still . given as 
l. Hennessy and Kelly,, Book of Ballyoonian, in Leiwls's 7'opographical 

Fenagh, p. 326, Wlhere tt is stated in Dictionary of Ireland I, 167, and , as 
a qu1atrad!n tha.t Conall Gulban, son Ballysonnan ·On the map in . volume 
of Niall of. the Nline Hostages, slew III. 
Seaniach, f.rom whom j.s named ath 5. The m.aps at the end o.f the 
Senaig. Tadhg O DQnncha.dha, second vol~~l~, however, show Bal
Leabhar Cloinne· AOdha Bu.idhe, _p. 7, lds!hunan (p. 284), Ballyshannon (p. 
§ 5; whdich s.tates that Eoghan; son 285). 
of ,Nl.all Qf the Nmer Hostag•es, won 6: Tihe pl~ee : name: Seanach 
the ba1t.t1e1 of Ath Cro, - later -called lShannagh), fou:pd .· alone, and in 
Ath Se1anafigih, ag.ainst the · Ulster- combinaUon with. other- words, in 
men., three ' of whose· kings, · Cis; maniy places all ovier Ireland, ~aY, I 
Cana, and ·sean.ach.; Wie~-e k.1lled and thd:Illk, in .some ca.se:s, be de-rived from 
buded nearby, - thus glivmg their seanath, on the a.nalragy cf sciath, 
nai:nes to plia.ce·s m.-· the vli.1cinlity. sctach, scoth, scoch, . balach, balath, 

2. Journal of C'e:ztic Studies, and thie like; topogr~aphicaUy, · some 
PhiLLa:dielphlia. of tJhe places are; sudta.ble. Shanna,gh:... 

3. See· 'the list given b~ O'Dono- b8g and Shann:agllmore, two ·· town .... 
van. in hlis Ordnance Survey Name 11ands in north-east Oalwa:y, how:: _ 
Books, Donegal, parish of Kdlibarron; -:=Yer, deirive from eq,nach, as th~'Y 
No. 1, P. 13; Murphy's e'dli:tion of. the · arei written Annaghbegg (P. ·18), 'al}d 
Eniglish ver.sfon of the Annials · of An:aghmore (p. 17),"'in · the Book ·-· of 
Cl-0nmacnois1e;, p. 321; al,sQ the names Survey· and Distr~bution, Galway to-. 
given in Hogan's Onomasticon Goe- 7. For this refe·rerice, I am in-:
del{cum, under Ath. Senaigh, and Bel d,e'bted to my colleague~ Professor 
Atha Senaigh. Kathle·en Mulchrone. 

Hearth Money Rolls 
(By J. C. T. MacDonagh, B.Comm.) 

HOUSEHOLDERS 
"Parish af Kilbarren" 

Y.ears 1663-. 1665. 
Bally Mc Ward. 

M:ajor John Folhott 3 hearths. 
John Hicks, Will!iam Leapsr, Robert 
Patterson, John Wissel; William Bar
rett, WdlHam Stiev1ens. 
Kacarbry. 

Rathcliffe, Ph2lomy O'Mulkerran; 
Roger Conelly, Flan O'CZeary, Far
fasy O'Clear.y,_ Myles O'CZeary; Donel 
O'Kernan, John O'Ocmer. 
Cashell. 

Ne aJ; O'Ga.Ha.g hier, Ne~l ' 0 'Mul"" 
kerran, Owen o·Mulkerra:n, Edmund 
McAtyer, Owen McOauely, Wlltiam 
O'Gallagher, John O'Galla.gher. 

Robert. H·end1erson, William Forecossy. -
Morice I Far.i:gh McOuane, Cashe11 Mcil-Henderson, Jas. McAtyiet, 

Co1nefy, Conn1or McAtyer, Will~am martin, Hugh MicCana, Jam·es O Con-
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nogher, Bryan M.cGilg-ea, R;ichard .,Donnell. O'Dunnelly, Th~~as Symon
St.udbery., Willliam O'Luen, Edmond ton, George Burnes, Wilham Ossen
AUi.ngh.am, B r y a n McGlinehey., brook, Andrew Dunckan, John Per~y, 
Wil!Liam Flanagan, Torlog!h. M1cFlag- Hugh McCauhull, Donaghy M,cLa~hlm, 
he-rty, D:;rmond O'Haragihoy, Dan!iel 

1
Farrell McLaghlin, CahEel 0 Dugman. 

McAnulty, Donogh McAt~r. Patrick James Love. 
Con Neial O'Gallagan, Neece 
McGt!Missy. "Par1sh of Innish me Sant" 

Corlea. (No townlands mentioned-with one 
Owen O'Coninegall, John Mc- exception-all one hearth each) 

Ct>rdoge, Dc1rm10:nd McAnulty, Ed- Lognlin McGoldrick, Donogh Mc-
mu:n.d Jonies, James Burd. Culleny, Phelomy McCulleny, Lawrence 
Ballinemanagh. b'Crean, Owen Buig McKHpeter, Teg 

Pati:itck O'Queen, Morice O'Cleary, O'Mulkerran, J ·as. O'Muney, Owen 
N~al McGdJ.leisplck~ Connogher . (>'Rogan, Torlog1h McAnulty, Richard 
O'Gallag:hier, Bryan O'Diver. Nicol Bourke, Te·gg Oige· O'Keroga.n, OwHi 
O'Shannaghan, Hugh O'Morea, b'Gorwer, Donnogh O'CuUenan, Don-. 
Wdllli.am Fle.t,cher, · Francis Earle, nell O'Mulvany, Patrick O'Banagan, 
PheLemy O'Boylie, William ' Brinan, Jolm McAnulty, Shan McEver, Donogh 
Robert Ferrett, Donnell O'Morea. O'Carwill,, Robert Desmaire, 2 hearths, 
Ralph ShaI'iPe, Bryan O'Quen, Ed- Geo. Russell, Robert Montgomery, John 
mund McGlHesptcik, Donnogh Mc- Rasdell, Donogh O'Tumany, Thomas 
OoE:hll.lly, Willllam O'Diver, Neal O'Flen, Donogh O'Gallagher, George 
O'Rogan, Edmund Burrel; Donogh Griffith,, Teig O'Tumany, Thomas Mc-
McTrernan. Ilroy, Hugh Pue, William .McGlone, 
B·auyshannan. . Owen buy MoConelly. 

M~chael Hewson 2 hearths, John 
Johnies, 2 hearths, Thomas Preston, 
1 1he1arth, Francis Genings, 2 
hearths W1Hrr1'.am Roby, 1 h3ar·~h; , 
Pa trick McCon.nelly, 2 hea,rths, Rob
ert Eager, 1 hearth, John Dixon 1 
he:arth, Nich.ola:s Shawe, 2 hearths.; 
WiUd.am Rean, 1 he'arth, John Lilly, 
1 hearth. 

LOUGH ESKE and BARNES 
MOUNTAINS 

1786 
In Lough Eske are the fish callEd 

char in great abundance. This is a 
most ddicate fish and, gene1ally 
speaking, about nine inches in length ., 

"Parish of Templecairne" and in some dEgrees resembling trout. 
Years 1663-1665. The male, or milting char, has a red 

(No townlands mentioned-all en~ belly, but the. flesh is gene:ra:ly white. 
hearth each). . The female, ca.lled the rodng char, has 

James McGarihan, Andrew Lmd- a paler belly, but the fksh is a bright
say., Tool :McHugh, Bernett McGrae, er red and the fish is commonly larg
Donnell Mc~onelly, . Torogh McHug~, E:r. The third sort, called gelt cha1· a~d 
Manus M·cG1lbreedy, Henry .McGragn, f quently though it may be cor.:.upt :y 
Owen O'Brinnan, Cono'r McGragh, t~e ·gilt char is without roe. ThesE fish 
Hugih McKinan:, Donogh O'Callan, ... e t to b~ caught by bait but f etd
·rowell M1CIHuigh, Meal M·cGragh, John ~.e ~o deep water are taken only in 
McGre~ny, Bryan O'Callan, John Dunc- m~ i;h . adjacent mountains to Lough 
kan, Hugh O'Conwall, Connor McCal- ne s. boe d i·t·h wild red deer~ .. 

. ., D ... d C h Eske.· a un w • frey. Bryan 0 Cassy, av1 a oune, . . . C p ·on") 
Tho~as Woodburne, Patrick Hamilton, ("Post Chaise om am 
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Ancient Church Ruins At Malin Head 
(Anonymous). 

IM·r. Henry Morris refers to this walls were. between eight and nine feet . 
old edifice as the Gorman Church near high and the apex of the standing gable 
!Malin Head, yet that name is never is about twenty feet from the outside . 
applied to it by even the oldest of the ground level. l'he !Walls are thirty-two 
inhabitants of the district. The name inches . thick. They are faced on_. hoth 
of the townland in which it is built, sides with fairly large stones of various 
Ballygorman, would suggest that at thickness all standing on· their ends . 
some early 'Period people named Gor- with the spaces between filled with 
man were impor1ant enough to impress rubble bound together with lime mor- · 
their name on the place and it is pos- tar. This mortar is still so strong that. 
sible that M·r. Morris in his researches some force is required to chip any of 
came aC'rOss some reference to this it off. In the gable there is an opening· 
family. There is no local tradition with for a :window fortynine inches · ill 
regard to when or by whom the church height, with an exterior width · of fif: _ 
was founded. Some Of the old local teen inches splayed to forty inches Oil .. 
people, 'llP to recently, remember hav- the inside, while in the southern side 
irig heard that Saint Muirdealach had wall there is one fortysix · inches high, 
some connection with it but iWhether thirteen inches wide on .<Outside and . 
he was the founder of the · church or thirtyfour inches on the inside~ Thick 
not is not known for certain, The site floag stones iwere •used as lintels on 
of the church is practically on the both windows. A · recess in the masonry 
b~ach at the base of a cliff on the round the . outside of these openings 
nort.hern sfide of the Malin. Head pro- shows that window f-rames were used 
montory. The main cliff and a portion but nothing remains to show what 
of it which juts farther seaward to theJtransparent substance filled these 
·west cf the ruins so obscure the view openings. There is no evidence . to 
that you are within twenty yards of 'shQw what kind of .roof was on the 
the old edifice before it can be seen. building and the only attempt at orna
At present the ruins consist of the two mentation is ia rude face carved on the 
·side ·walls and the eastern gable, all top stone in the comer between · the 
.a:most intact. The foundation !course of south wall and the eastern gable . . 
masori'rjr is all that remains of the The state .of the ruin has not 
western gable but many of the ·stones ch~nged iwithin living memory · and the 
of mhkh it was composed are lying fact that three of the walls · are still 
around outside and inside . the struc- standing would go to prove · th.at the 
ture. The building was thirty-five feet disaippearance of the westei:n . gable 
long and . fifteen feet wide, The side was not due to ~ny · act of vanda!ism . 
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ANCIENT CHURCH RUINS AT MALIN HEAD 

The door must have been in this gable I some reason or other the priest re
and very i)robably the lintel through turned the next day, summoned his 
time beoame dislodged and so caused helpers re-opened the grave and re
the wall to c·ollapse. If tradition, in placed the tooth. 
this case, is to be regarded as trust-
worthy it·s preservation from complete In the face of the cliff about 
demolition is not entirely due to an t:wenty yards from the south western 
innate horror of desecration on the c.orne·r of the church is a . cave known 
part of rthe natives. as the "Wee House of 1Malin". This 

Adjacent to the church is an inlet oaive is circular with a diameter of 
rused by the fishermen for landing ten feet and a height of eight feet and 
theLr boats and the story is still told iit 1aippears ;to have been hewn out of 
that the first stone taken from the the rock. It was in all probability the 
walls was removed by a crew of fisher- home of some eccle3iastical hermit 
m·en ·who · intended using it as an an- connected 1With the place. 
chor for their boat. The cable was bo h d ed d f th A ut a un r yar s rom e 
securely tied to the stone and· the men 
iw"ent off to the fishing ground near ruins of the church in a_ reef of rocks 
Inishtrahull six miles- a1Way. On reach- that-is completely covered by the sea 
ing their destination ,the stone was put art high water is a well about four feet 
overboard but if immediately became in depth and three feet in width. This 
unfa:stened and the men believed it is known as "Malin Well". Like that 
had gone to the bottom of the sea. We f Do w 11 th at ·of M·al · w. n . . h . . o on e , e rw er m e 
can imagme t e1r surprise when they . . . . . . 
returned to rthe pori, for the story says 1s believed to possess m1raculou~ cur-
the stone was there before them. and- aitive poweirs which are specially ef
resting s·ecurely · in the· place from f ect1ve in tihe; case Qf thosie sutf.erdng 
which it had been dislodged. This from rheumatism. Up to about a dozen 
seems incredib~e but a miracle of · this years ago a pattern or fair was held 
kind is probably within the range· of annually on the fi:fiteenth of August in 
possibilities. On the other hand , the th · a· t · hb h d f. the . e imme aa. e1 ne1gi 1 our oo o . . 
tale may have been invented -to save . 
1he church from destruction and if church and was aittended by large 
such was the case it served the purpose numbers from Malin and the neigh
well for never since did fishermen "'or bounng parishes. Taking into consid
any other person interfere with ··the eration .tne }'east day on which the fai~ 
the walls of the old building. was held it seems very probable its or-

--- · · igin was the .result of re1igious fervour. 
Another itradition says that ·sever- · . . 

al generations ag·o the Catholic Curate Through the succeeding generations, 
of Malin Head took a number -of men however, the religious aspect disap
fo 'explore beneath the floor of the peared 1and the sanctity of the spot was 
church. On removing the earth they nc1t being rmrere~ced as it should have 
discovered a large flag stone which the 
priest believed to be the table of-.. the 
altar. On lifting the nag a skeleton 
was found underneath. The t1ale goes 
on to say that the priest removed · a 
rtooth and took it with him to preserve 
as a relic. The flag was replaced and 
the eartth iagain placed over it, but for 

been and for this reason the discon

tin!Uen.ce of the fair is not to be re
gretted. 

Many of the older inhabitants of 
Malin Head still visit the old ruins on · 
May eve anq make the Turus. 
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Rally Of The Clans-The O'Donnells 
By C. A. Celkin. 

Easter Sunday, 1954, witnessed the of the county, and .a number of priests, 
opening of a new chapter in the history secµlar arid regulair,, including, Most 
of Dcuegal. At 1(} o'clock a.m. on that Rev. I?.r. MacNeely, !Lord Bishop o.f 
morning the Ministe;r for External Raphoe. 
Affairs, Mr. Frank Aiker:, hois'.ed the The eeremonies at both places 
Tostal flag over Allingham Bridge, were witnessed by l3r:ge crowds 
Ballyshannon, and that moment signal- amongst 1whom were mc:.ny members of 
ised the commer:.icement of ,an event .cf the O'Donnell Clan from all 1over 
great importance - the Clans revival Ireland, .as well as Count Gabriel 
movement, the first act O!f which was , O'Donnell repres€.uting the Clan in 
the formal reception of the O'Donnell/ Austria, who travelled especially to be 
(:Mr. John O'Donel, of Mo:r.ks'.own, OJ. presen~ at the ceremonies. 
Dublin)1, to the territory of his .ances- Promptly to time, the strains of 
to1rs. martial music heralded the arriival of 

Church and State c ombined to make' the guard of honour of F.C.A. under 
the inauguration an: event of great the command of Lieut. L. J. Emersct~, 
importance. In Ballyshannon, and and p1ayed into position by the Bally
.again in :Donegal Town on Easter shannor..: brass and reed bEnd. A few 
Monday, which day was marked· by ,minutes later the :Minister was me~ at 
impressive ipagea11try and symbolic the 1Bridge End by Senato:r Michael Og 
:ceremoni.al. The at'endance embrac- MacFaddn1, chairman of the Rally cf 
ed prominent figures in the public life 
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RALLY OF THE CLANS 

the Cl,ar.s Committee, :Mr. F. P. Britton, and fifty years had passed since an 
:chairman of the :Ballyshan~1on Tostal / O'~Dor_nell chieftain had walked freely 
Council, 'Mr. J. C. MacDonagh, crgae- ·through his territory rec·eiving recognit
iser of the Rally -of the Clans., Lieut. ion from his kinsmen, and now a 
Col. W·2ddick (represe:: 1 ing Col. chieftain was :returning to bridge that 
Collins-Powell, O.C., Western C: m- gap in the history of oue of Ireland's 
mand), .c:ud Comdt. J. L. O'Brien, area most storied corr_ers. It was a solemn 
officer, rwi::·o escortEd him to the sce:~1 .. 2 momEnt as the grcup was s·een appro
of the ce:!'emonies outside the Market aching over the bridge. There was the 
Y.ard. Here the ;Minister inspcted th·e ·central figure, The O'Donnell, tall, 
F.C.A. guard of hcuour which was st1ately and of scholarly mien. Beside 
drawn from units of ~,he South Donega1 him walked Count Gabriel O'Donne11 
Battalion. of Austria, Rev. F:r. Terence O'Dcnnell, 

-The first official act of Donegal's O.F.M., Ros Nuala., and 1Mr. F. P . 
thre·e weeks of Tostal participation Britton, Schoolboys from the Bally
took place the::~ as the Minister hoist-' shannon technical school and the De La 
ed the Tosbl f1ag while ~he band Salle schools lined the bridge each 
buglars ar..d ' drummers sounded the holding a replica of an tSlat Bhan, the 
gn1eral salute. silver mounted hazel stick, symbol olf 

chieftair:ship. As they approached the 
AN HISTORIC MOMENT. strains of "O'Donnell Abu," played by 

the band, was wafted en the breeze 
By this time the crowd cf general over the town and .alcng the historic 

public had grown to big proportions ,Ern€. 
and all traffic aver the bridge was halt- On arrival at the Market Place, the 
ed. Ther€ was an expectant hush as O 'Donnell was greeted by· Mr. J. 
the :assembly waited in brilliant sun- Gillespie, P.C., who presenting him 
shine for ~1he historic moment when with 2n tSlat Bhan said: 
The O'Donnell would re-enter the "As the pers.:::n deputed by the 
aucient territory of his forefathers , as County Commit~,ee of the O'Donnell 
Prince ;of his Clan.. :Three htT1dred Rally to meet you here . to-day, -in the 

Ma.chiners of Ryegrass, 
Flaxseed Importers. 

AGEN'IIS FOR ALL THE BEST AGRICULTURAL 

MACHINERY MAKERS. 

SUL. AJMMONIA-- POTASH - PHOSPHATES. 

WM. THOMPSON· and Co. (Donegal) Ltd.
LETTERKENNY. 
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RALLY OF THE CLANS 

Donegal Abbey, EJUbject of an infO'rmative talk by 
Rev. Ter€.nce O'Donnell, · O.F.M. 
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shadow ;of the O'!Donnell Castle, I feel Lieut. Col. \Veddick and Comdt. 
that a great honour has beEn conferred O'Brien, as well as The O'Donnell and 
upon me on this historic occ-asion, Count :O'Donnell. Mr. C. A: King 
which enables me to present you-the was comment.a:or. 
lineal descendant of the illustrious Red The Minister delivered an address 
Hugh-with An tSlat Ban-the equiv- of 1We:come, speaking in Irish. 
alent ·of the Sceptre p.resented to the Mr. tMacDonagh presented to The 
kings. lBelashanny is the town of the O'Donnell the Standard of the O'Donn-
0,Donnells. Here it was, on this very ell dan amid applause. 
spot, that Red Hugh fought one of his At the conclusion of this part of 
most successful and bloody battles. the ceremonies, Mr. Britton, on behalf 
when the shining waters of the Erne ran of the local Tosta! Council, thanked the 
red with the blood of the defeated public ifor their wonderful turn-out to 
Sax·on army. And, beneath those welcome The O'Donnell to Ballyshan
·Convent walls, where stood the -rugged non :and Donegal. The gr.eat gathering 
Ur11i, each in his narrow cell for ever stood to attention as the band played 
laid, some :mighty P:rinces of Tir "Faith of Our Fathers," and the 
ConaHl sleep. "Na ti on al Anthem." 

"Belashanny made history when There 1Was a ·crowded congregation 
pr:ir ... c-es .c:ud rulers !Walked i~is streets, in St. Patrick's Church later for 
·when honest principles wer.e vouched Sokm:n High 'Mass celebrated by Rev. 
1and ivindicated. .It wa.s such men who Desmor...d O'Donnell, O.M.I., son of Mrs. 
handed down to us the tiUe-deeds of and the late Mr. S. O'Donnell, Market 

-our natfon. This day is one of pagean- St., Bally.shannon, who was ordained 
try in keeping 1with that which ou1 recently. Right Rev. Dean MacGinley 
forefathers witnessed :o th·e golden aige presided in the sanctuary. The deacon, 
.of our nationhood." was Father Bertrand Keenan, O.F.:M., 

"I now formally preser,t io you Ros Nuala, Sub-deacon, Father Owen 
an tSlat Bhan. In doing so, may I Roche. O.F.M., do.; Rev. J. Haughey, 
express the wish that you will carry C.C., was master of ceremonies. A. 
away with you fr0m the land of our special sermon was preached by Father 
.anc·estors very happy memories of the Terence O'D'onnell, 0.F.M., who before 
people you may meet on your visit to the Mass, .solemnly blessed the O'Dor.c-
Tirconaill." hell Standard. 

iFLATFORJM PARTY. 
An F.C.A. guard of honour presented 

arms at the Consecration ar ... d the Rcyal 
Salute 1was sounded. 

The official party then mouoted As well as those mentioned others 
the pla'.:form, whe·re Senatcr MacFadden who f1ook part were Capt. J. Fitzpatrick, 
presided. assistant area officer; Capt. J. Hyland, 

The iplatform party included : South ·Donegal Battalion 0/C.,, and 
Right Rev. Mgr. J. C. MacGinley, D.D., Lieut. F. Muldoon, Donegal, who had 
P.P., V.G., Dean of Raphoe; Rev. Fr. charge of the colour party. 
Terence O'Donnell, O.F.'M., Mr. P. 
O'Donnell, T.D., Mr. J. Brennan, T.D., AT DONEGAL 
iMr. F. P. Britton, Mr. F. Gallagher, 
LL.B.,,chair:man of Donegal Tostal I On Easter Monday, the scene 
Council; Mr Gillespie, Mr. P. Doherty, shifted to Doneg.al Town where 
town derk, Ballyshanr:cn;. Messrs. F. in the shadow of the ruins of the 
H. Morgan, P. J. Stephens, H. Mc- anci~nt castle of the · O'Donnells, the 
Govern, T.C.; C. Smith, J. McDermott, I O'Do:r.nell Clan Association was form-
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ed and a big number of O'Donnells Desmond O'Donnell, O.M.I., Father 
were invested as members of the Terer..ce O'Donnell, O.F.M.1, Ros Nuala; 
Association, .of which The O'Donnell is Rev. J. Kelly, C.C., Clar; -Rev. P. 
the leader. L.Vir. P. 0'.Donnel~i T.D., was D€eney, C.C., Donegal; 'Mr. Cormac 
elected tanaiste for the dan in Done- Breslin, T.D., Leas Cheann . Comhafrle 
gal and it was agreed that the organis- Dail . Eireann, Mr. :P. O'Donnell, T.D., 
ir::g committee of the Rally of the and Mr. C. A. King. 
Cla1Js, .in conjunc'.ion with the Donegal An oration was delivered by 
Histo:rical !Society, should continue to Sn1ator MacFadden. 
look after the Association's .affairs for 
a further year rwhen it is hoped the THE PAGEANT 
Association will be able to take over · 
its own administration. The pagean~ proper c::nsisted of 20 

·The day's proceedings (pened with units personifying the successive gener
a lec'ure by Mr. R. S . O'Cochlalnn, the ations of the O'Dor.nell dead who filed 
well-known historian of the · O'Donnell past the platform in front o:f !Which was 
Clan who traced the history cf the drawn up the guard of honour of 
three 1maiu brar:1ches 10f the family - Ireland's soldiers of to-day. During 
the Newport, the Larkfield and the the march past St. Joseph's brass and 
Castlebar branches as well .as the reed bar:.d, Strabane, discoursed appro
Spanish .and Austrian branches - back priate· Irish airs. 
to Conail. progenitor of the Ciueal The p.arade moved on to the tl'uins 
Conail. A feature of the lecture,, of Donegal Castle and were followed 
which aroused much interest, was a by The O'Donnell and the platform 
genealogical diagram .of the family tree. party. In the castle grounds the 

O'Donnell S',ar.dard which was in the 
COLOURFUL PARADE. keeping of the F.C.A. colour party 

under Lieut. F. Muldoon, was har:ded 
One of the most colourful parades to The O'Donnell iwho raised it to the 

ever held in the historic town of th~ top of the flagpole surmounting . the 
Four M.asters followed io the af '.er:r..oon tower wher.e, with ·the National Flag 
and was rwatched by a crowd estimated and the Tostal Flag, it floated proudly 
at ov.er 2,000. in the breeze. As he raised it the . 

His Lordship, Most Rev. Dr. General Salute was sounded. The 
MacNeely, was present and on arrival simple but so impressive ceremony 
was greeted with the General Salute ended with the playing of "O'Donnell 
and the F.C.A. guard of honour, under Abu!" and the "National Anthem." 
the comm.::.ud of Lieut. J. Harvey, pre-
sented arms. His Lordship iwho was COUNTY MUSEUM OPENED 
accompanied by 1Mr. F. Gallagher, LL.B. 
:chairman of the Donegal Town An In the preser. ce cf a distinguished 
Tos'.1al Council, then inspected the gathering, which included ·The O'Don
guard •Of honour and was introduced nell, Count O'Donnell uf Austria, the 
to the platfor.m party. Minis'er for External Affairs, Right 

On the platform, as well :as His Rev. Mgr. J. C. MaoGinley,, public re
Lordship and MT. Gallagher were The presentatives, and members of the 
O'Donnell, Count Gabriel O;Donnell of Clan Rally Committee, history was 
Austria, 1Master Hugh O'Donel, son of made . at the Franciscan F_riary, Ros 
The O'Donnell, Senator MacFadden, Nuala, on Easter Sunday evenil1g, 
chairman of the Rally Commi~tee, Mr. when the .. first . county museum was 
J. C. MacDcnagh, organiser; · Rev. opened by the Minister. 



RALLY OF THE CLANS 

Main exhibits in the museum were Of the Order Of Saint Francis, who 
the origil1al manuscript of The Annals made the rooms available for it." 
1of the Four Masters and a number of Very Rev. Fr. Terence O'Donnell, 
Chalices used in the Penal times. O.F.h'vl., speakmg in I.fish and !oater in 

Speak:ng exclusively in Irish, Mr. English, said that the Franciscan 
Aiken said : assocfations with Donegal were age-old 

"It is an obligation on us - every- and deep rooted. It was indeed a 
one of us ----, fo keep the culture and great honour for the Friary to house 
tradition of our forebears alive. In the museum and he wished ~o thank 
·every part ·of the coun'.1ry there are his excellency, the Minister, for per
relics 1of that culture and of that tradit- forming the opening ceremony, and 
ion, and it is but right that the people those responsib~e fo:r making possible 
of the distric'.1s themselves should make its establishment there. 
every effort to keep them .safe, in · Referring to the precious articles 
order that they should be available for exhibited, Father Terence said that the 
the generations that follow. This would museum was only in the initial stages, 
be a great benefit to that impor~ant but it was hoped that many objects of 
1Work - the keping alive of the history historical and antiquarian interest, 
and culture of the Gael. Our thanks wiili Donegal associatin1s, would be 
are due to all those who took part in donated and that it would become more 
the foul"l<ling ·Of this muse.um, and, as representative of the va.rious epochs 
I said before, especially to the priests in the history of the couoty. 

REFERRED TO IN MR. ADAMS ARTICLE - PP 491/498. 
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The Plantation of Donegal - A Survey 
(By V. W . Treadwell, :M.A., Queen's University, Belfast). 

QN March 20th, 1622, partly as a re- .print. (5) The original returns of the 
sult of complaints from Ireland Commissioners do not appear to have 

and partly as a consequence of the survi•ved, but a seventeenth century 
English government'·s determination to copy of them is among the -2\dditional 
make of Ireland an efficient adminis- Manuscripts of the British Museum. 
trative unit, at once so1vent and secure, (6) From this MS., in 1924, Robert 
a comprehensive Commission was issu- Dunlop printed an abstract in extenso 
ed for the investigation of the state of of the report on the Mun'ster plantat
the country. One of the most important ion (7), and from it, has also been ex
tasks of this Commission was to e'Xa- tracted the survey of Donegal, printed 
mine ithe charters and covenants of below for the first time (8). 
the undertakers in the plantat.Ions and Two general points may be noted 
to see how well they had been per- of its contents. First, it does not in
formed "either in matter of pTofit or elude the barony of Inishowen, which 
safety". They were also to ascertain was granted to Chichester in 1609 for 
"the quantity of ground in payment his part in the suppre'Ssion of O'Dogh
of the -rents" reserved to the King; the erty's revolt. Although this grant was 
buildings undertaken; the leasin~ of bound .by the general conditions of the 
lands; and the deliberate breach of plantation of Ulster, it was in fact a 
~ovenants. Finally they were to pro- Liberty of a kind already obsolescent 
pose ·suitable action to remedy defects in England, in which the lord's officers 
and abuses; on all these matters the executed all writs and other p·rocess, 
Commissioners were to deliver certifi- ''with no sheriff or bailiff of the Crown 
cates into the English Chancery. (1). to intermeddle" (9). The terms of his 

Most of the twenty-one Commis- grant and his . influence at Court, en
sioners entTusted with this immense abled Chichester to escape the general 
labour surveyed the several planta- inquisition; possibly he had to make 
tions in g·roups of two or thTee, and, a personal report to the King, but of 
further instructed in an additional this, there is no evidence. On the 
commission dated the 30th of July, (2) 1 other hand, the Commissioners did re
spent the following month to six weeks iview the town and district of Bally
touring their allotted districts. Rich- shannon, although (as they are care
ard Hadsor, a natiive of Louth and a ful to note) Lord Folliott's grant was 
barrister of the Middle Temple, (3) not subject to the conditions of plant
and Sior ·Thomas Phillips, a prominent e,' .:on. It was pre·sumably for this reas
servitor of County Londonderry, (4) on that Pinnar omitted it from his sur
were reSJPOnsible for the survey of Don- vey in 1618-19 (10). 
egal and Londonderry. Thei·r report on Second, although no explanation 
the latter county has long been in if given i:i the· text, the barony of 

511. 



'THE PLANTATION OF DONEGAL - A SURVEY 

Raphoe is reported on in two separate 
sections; the precinct of Lifford pre
cedes and the precinct ·Of Portlough 
follows the barony of Kilmacrenan. 
This may be the order in which the 
C.>mmissioners visited the districts. 

In preparing thi-.s survey for pub
lica"tL n, I ha·ve omitted repetition of 
stereotyped phraseology and have 
placed approximate modern equiva
lents to seventeenth century place
names in brackets-these are intend
ed for geneTal guidance only. In addit
ion, a number of mino.r alterations 
have been made to the original punct
uation and word order, in the interest \ 
of clarity. The sur·vey will be publish
ed in two sections: the first will go as 
far as t.he precinct of Liffer; the 
second will include the barony of Kil
macrenan and the precinct of Port
lough (i.e. the northernmost part of the 
barony of Rap.hoe). 

APPENDIX 

1-Rymer-Foedera VII. Part III, 
pp. 231-5. 

2-· Cal. State Papers, Ireland 
(1'615-25) p.3-04. 

pu tes . C.·S:P. I. cit. p.353; Cal. Pat, 
Rolls (Ireland) of James I, pp. 
554-5. 

8-Add. M.s. 4756, ff. 113b-118a. 
9-Cal. Pat. Rolls cit. p. 161. F-or 

further details of the barony, see 
0. Davies and H. P. Swan-"The 

Casttles of Inishowen", Ulster Jour-
nal of Archaeology, Series 111, ·vol. 
2, pp. 178-208. 

10-Pinnar's Survey is printed in the 
CaL Carew MSS. (1603-23) pp. 
403-409. Also availabl for eompar
; son is Carew's survey ·~ of 16fi, 
printed in ibid, pp. 75-6, 221-2, 
228, 231, 234, 238-9, 244 seq. 
The following 'Should also be c-on
sulted : Cal. Patent Rolls (Ireland) 
of Jas. 1.- details of grants. For a 
general narrative of the Donegal 
Plantation, see G. Hill-"Plantat
ion Papers" (Belfast, 1889) pp. 
110-148; and his "Historical 
Account of the Plantation of 
Ulster to c. 1620." 

A SURVEY OF THE PRESENT 
ST ATE OF THE PLANTATION IN 

DONEGAL 

3-Cotton Ms. Titus B.X, f. 180. Cal. BARONY OF TIREHUE 
Middle Temple Records, passim. · The ancient fort of Belleck (Bel-

4-Ji'or an account of Phillips, see T. leek), built of lime and · stone, now 
W. M·oody-"Sir Thomas Phillips, ru~nous and waste, standeth upon a hill 
of Limavady, Servitor" in irish 3 mlle,s above1 Ballyshannon, upon the 
tHistorica1 Studies I, pp. 251-72. entrance fr.om the County of Ferma.n.-

5-C.S.iP.I. (1615-25), pp. 364-78. The rg.h into the County of Donegal. The 
best modern account of this plant- fort commandeth the ford of Belleck 
ation will be found in Moody- and the end ·Of Lough Erne, where the 
"The Londonderry Plantation boats which come down Lough Erne 
1609-41." Belfast, 1939 do rest, the ford being rocky and not 

6-Additional Ms. 475.f3. further passable in the boats. BallY-
7-J.ournal of the Royal Society of shannon is a. borough town standing 

Antiquaries of Ireland. LIV, upon the river which descendeth from 
pp. 128-146. Dunlop'·s introduction Lough Er.ne near unto the sea; it ha·s 
on p. 128 is a complete muddle; I 1a bared (s.fc) harbour. The town has a 
the Commission issued t.o Falkland Port-Heevie, twelve Burgesses, about 
on May 12th, 1622, to which he 30 Iris\h hi0UiS1e1s and two stone houses, 
refers as authorising the survey of hhabited with Englishmen-soldiers 
the plantations, was in fact just a for the most part-and some few Irish, 
·routine authorisation to settle dis- (All) the..se have neither freehold nor 
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~eas:hoid belonging to the said town. standing upon the sea coast, hath a 
Of which town, a.nd of B.elleck, and of Port Reeve and 12 Burgesses; there 
the AJbbey of Ashroe, and of some are about 30 houses, being for the most 
lands betwe-en Ballyshannon and Bun- part built with stone walls and cover
droy (being 4 miles ;apart), and of the ed with thatch, inhabited with English, 
sa~m.o.n and. eel fishing of the ri·ver of who have no land in freehold ·or lease
Ballyshannon, the Lord Folliott hath hold. There is also a li'ree ;:,cnool, 
the farm, by lette:i:s patent from the whereunto there are 200 acres of land 
King, not subject to ~he conditions of I belonging, part whereof doth lie be
plantation. In the same town, the tween Ballyshannon and Don.egal and 
ruinous castle is pow demolished by the rest into Barns Mour in TJrehue. 
the Lord Folliott, who is building of a Sir Basil Brook, Kt., hath volun
iair and strong castle there of lime and I tarily built a bawn of lime and stone 
stone, alre.ady raised to the. first storey, ooclOS'in1g the raynie1,sof the old castle 
~. ear u.~to the river. Adjoining the·re-1 there, and within the bawn, he hath 
unto, the Lord Folliott li ad formerly bluilt a house of lime and stone, 2 
built a good strong house 3 stories I stories high and slated, where he and 
high and slated, wherein he, hts wife\ his wife inhabit, having no estate 
and dwelleth. therein. If he had the inheritance 

There is a ford on the river, near tnereof, he would make it a strong and . 
to the castle, where it is very fit a defensi1ble place for His Majesty's ser
bridge should be erected, being the vice, as he affirmeth. British men 
passage between the Provinces of present in this town-35. • 
Ul'Ster and Connaught. . ..... The Precinct of Boylagb and 

There is a chapel of · ·ease near Banagh, allott.~d to Scottish Under
thereunto. built by Lord FolJi.ott-thc takers. John Murray, now Lord Vis- . 
parish church being remot€ from count of Annan, ho1deth as an under
thence and ruinous. taker all the precinct, being 8 propor-

4 Between the town of Ballyshan- tions of land containing 10,000 acres 
non and the town of Donegal, (being I viz. · 
10 miles distant), Lord Folliott hath a .6oylagh Outragh, first granted to 
good quantity of land; rthe College of' P.a1tric•k Van~l,000 acres. Upon this 
Dublin hath 4,000 acres; and the Bis- staDds the ruinous •castle of Bally
hop of Raphoe hath 6 quarters of land bo;yle. to which is adjoined the walls 
there. In all of this, there is not any o.t a house, built at.out 7 ft. high by Sir 
castle, bawn or stone house but a small Paul Gore, all being leased. 
stone house near unto the river of William Hamilton, gent1 hath built 
Ballymagroiety, wherein Francis Ed- a hQ:U&e of lime and stone and bi·rch 
mu.nds, an English gent, dwelleth; the timber, tha·khed. (length, 40 feet, 
rest be Irish cottages · dispersed. It nreadth ,26 ft., and height, 20 ft.). 
would be a good strength to the towns Freeholders, n.:l; leaseholders for 21 
of Ballyshannon and Donegal and ycars-3. 
those parts lying on the sea coast to H~rber~ Maxwell •. . gent, agent for 
have some Britons planted there. the said Viscount, aff1rmet.h that he 

Sir Paul Gore, kt, hath voluntarily hath made 8 minutes, purporting leases 
built a strong house of lime., stone and o.f divers pa:cels for 21 years, but by 
brick, 2 stories high, upon the site of w~a.t authority, appeareth not to :us. 
the Abbey .of Maghrebeg (Maghera- Bnhsh men present -. 27, whereof 
beg), adjoini.ng to the sea and about :rr.~anly ~rme~-17. 
half a mile from the town of Donegal. Cargie, first granted to William . 

The borough town of Don.egal St·1art-l,OOO acres. There is not any 
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building but only a small hawn of clay There are 30 aC're.s of l'.ommon be-
and stone, situate upon a rock, (length, longing to the town 
66 ft.; breadth, 50 ft.; beight, 10 ft.). In Calehegg there a.ce 17 British 
This has no .gate. Within is begun the and Irish inhabitants, whereof some 
wall of a house (length, 32 ft.; breadth, are poorly armed. The Bishop of Ra-
22 ft.; and height, above 7 ft.), upon phoe, in right of his bishopric, possess
which wall there doth Jie some birch eth the old castle of Calebegg a qua-r
joists, decayed with the weather, lying ter of a mi I e distant from the new 
waste without any inhabiting therein town, where there is a parish church, 
or near thereunto. . 2 old castles and 6 thatched houses a.nd 

Freeholders-nil. the Bishop possesseth the lands from 
Her·bert Maxwell saith he hath thence to the mouth of the harbour. 

made 15 minutes purporting leases for There is no building on this proport-
21 years of lands. ion but an old ruinous bawn of lime 

British men present-32, whereof and stone (60 ft. square and 8 ft. high) 
reasonable well~armed-17. upon one side whereof there is a ruin-

:OC.U Connaley (Dunkineely), first ou·s castle (30 ft. in length and 2-0 ft. 
granted to William Stuart-1,50-0 acres. in breadth) without any floors or cov
There is a· ruinous castle Rahen at ering; thereto adjoining is the ruins of 
Castle Murray, about 8 miles from a.n old house lying waste, without any 
Donegal, with a bawn of lime and inhabitant therein or near thereunto, 
stone, standing on a rock compas·sed but only James Hamilton, who hath 
3 pa·rts thereo-f with the sea, being 150 built a house of clay and stone, where
ft. in length and 120 ft. in .breadth, in he dwelleth with his family, 
upon one side whereof frere is an an- Freeholders-nil. 
cient building for lodgings of lime a.nd Herbert Maxwell also affirmeth 
stone, and a gatehouse newly built that he hath made 4 minutes purport
a.nd some part of the bawn repaired, in0 leases for 21 years. 
in which house, Herbert Maxwell with British men present-7; whereof 
his wife and family dwell. meanly armed-5. 

Freeholders-nil. <Mullaneagh, first granted to James 
Herbert Maxwell affirmeth that he McCullough-1,000 acres. There is no 

hath made 1i.2 minutes purporting leases building. 
of lands for 21 years. 1F1·eeholders-nil. 

British men present-44, whereof Herbert Maxwell allegeth that he 
meanly armed-18. .hath made 3 minutes purporting leases . 

The new borough town of Cale- fo·r 21 years . 
b~gg (Killybegs), consisting of a Pro- British men present-whereof arm-
vost and 12 burges·ses, standing on the ed-1. 
sea coast 3 miles from castle Rahen, Boylaghutragh, first granted to 
has o.ne of the best harbours in this George Murray- l , 500 acres. There is 
kingdom, being about a mile in length. no building. 
Upon the entrance of this harbour, Freeholders-nil. 
there is a piece of ground containing Herbert Maxwell saith that there 
about 20 acres, 3 parts whereof is €n- are leaseholders for 21 y,ears or 
vironed by the sea, and the 4th part (lives?) (MS defective here). 
with a bog, which may with small There is but one British family. 
char.ge be cut and made an island, Th.e Rosses, first granted to Lord 
whereupon if there be cause, a fort Bombe--2,000 acres. There is no build
may be erected for His Majesty's ser- ing. 
vice, which will command the harbour. Freeholders-nil. 
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Herbert Maxwell allegeth that he not yet · finished-3 pa·rts thereof being 
hath made a lease for 21 years of the I slated and there being some materials 
said proportion to Captain Thomas for the finishing of the residue there- · 
Dutton, who resideth not there. 

Moynargon, first granted to Alex
ander Cunningham-1,000 ac-res. There 
is not any building but only a small 
bawn of lime and ·stone with a .gate, 
and a little timber house within, built 
by Sir Thomas Chichester, Kt., wherein 
there is not any inhetbiting. 

F-reeholders-nil. 

of. The house is situate on the River 
of Fynn near unto the ford which is 
the chiefest pa·ssage into the mountains 
of Bar.nes Moor and is a principal 
place for the King's service, where a 
bridge is very needful to be built. iNear 
adjoining to this house on the other . 
side o·f the river, Sir Ralph Bingley 
hath erected a village called Bally

•Herbert Maxwell affirmeth he bof,ey, wherein a market is kept, con .. 
hath made 3 minutes purporting lea·ses 
of lands fo-r 21 years. 

There are but 2 British men. 

sisting of 12 houses and cottages 
thatched, some of stone and the rest of 
timber, inhabited for the most part 
with British. 

BARONY OF RAPHOE Reputed Freeholde·rs-4. 
The Precinct of Liffer, allotted to Leaseholders for 21 years-13. 

English Undertakers. Tenants-at-will-3. 
Corlack·~Y, first granted to Sir British men present, well-armed 

Thomas Cornwall, Kt.,-2,000 acres. -22. 
Captain Thomas Davies holds of his Shraghmi,clar (Stranorlar), first 
brother .. Robert Davies, thh; proport- granted to Sir Henry Clarke (also . 
ion, whereupon there is a house built Clare)-1,500 acres. 
of sto.ne and clay, one storey high, of ·Peter Benson hath built near the. 
birch timber and covered with thatch, river of Fynne a house, slated, of lime 
and a bawn of clay and stone (adjoin- ani st.one and birch timber-58 feet 
ing to the house) 40 ft square and 8 Jong, 20 ft. wide, with 2 returns, the 
ft. high, with 2 flankers covered with one 36 ft. long and 20 ft wide, the 
thatch. Near unto the house, there is other 28 ft. long and 18 ft. wide, being 
a village erected, consisting of 2 Eng- 1 a storey and a half high. This house 
lish-like houses, birch timber-loamed is compassed with a bawn of lime and 
and thatched; about half a mile dis- stone 120 ft. square, with 4 flankers 
tant from the house, there are 3 other 12 ft. square apiece-both bawn and 
English-like houses, inhabited with flankers being 9 ft. high; wherein Ben-
Englishmen. I son, his wife and family inhabit. 

Freeholde·rs-1. I Near to ths house, Peter Benson 
Reputed Freeholders-3. , hath erected a village of 10 houses and 
Leasesholders for .21 yea:;,·s-1. 

1

1 cottages, whereof 3 are stone houses 
Tentants-at-will-24, whereof di .. 50 ft. long apiece, 1 of them being cov-

verse are said to be in Wales. ·erect with thatch, the other 2 not cov-
British men present, well-armed- ered, all inhabited with British ten..: 

13. 
Tonaforis, first granted to Sir Ro

bert Remington, Kt., - '2,,000 acres. Sir 
Ralph Bingley, Kt., hath built a house 
of lime and stone, having 2 returns, 50 
ft. long and 19 ft. broad, the middle 
part thereof 28 ft. long and 24 ft. wide, 
being 2 stories and a half in height, 

ants. 
Reputed Freeholders-3. 
Reputed leaseho1ders for lives-1. 
Leaseholders for years-15. 
Tenants-at-will-1. 
Briti'sh men present-33, whereof 

well-armed-26 . 
. Agagaltie (Aughagault Big and 
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Convoy)-2,000 acres. Russell-1,500 acres. 
William Willson, esq., hath built There is a castle of lime and stone 

a house of lime and stone and birch standing on the river of Finn, called 
timber, slated, standing on a mount Castle Finn, re-edified with good ad
called Dundree, 50 ft. long and 18 ft. ditions to it by Sir John Kingsmill, 40 
wide, with 2 returns whereof one is ft. square, 43 ft. high and 3! stories, 
27 ft. long and 18 ft. wide and 2 stories slated and battlemented. Adjoining to 
high; the other is 33 ft. long, 18 ft. the Castle, there is a strong bawn, 
wide and 1 storey high. The upper built of lime and stone, 10-0 ft . square 
rooms of the house are unfloored. 13 ft. high, with 3 flankers, slated. To 
There is a bawn from the forefront of this bawn, Sir J·ohn Kingsmill intends 
the house, of lime and ·stone, 100 ft. to make an outwork of fortification, 
square and 12 ft. high. In the house, which will make it very de·fensible; in 
Willson, his wife and famiJy dwell, and which castle Sir . John Kingsmill, his 
near to the same, there are 6 cottages, wife and family inhabit. 
thatched, inhabited with Britons. Near to the said castle, there is a 

William Willson acknowledgeth village consisting of 25 thatched cot-
that he hath made no legal convey- tages, inhabited with Britons-being, 
ance to any Freeholder, and that he for the most part, soldiers-where . his 
made di1verse imperfect notes purport- I troop lies in garrison. 
ing leases for years to diverse other of I Reputed Freeholders-4. 
his tenants. · Reputed Leaseholders-4. 

British men present-87, whereof Briti'sh men present, well armed-29. 
meanly armed-8~. The borough town of Liffer (Lif- . 

Killanagerdon (Killygordon} - ' ford) standeth on a river (to which. 
1,000 acres. boats may come from Lough Foyle); 

Captain Ralph Mansfield hath and h a. t. h abo:u.t fifty- four 
built a house near the river of Finn, of houses, some of stone and slated, the 
lime, clay and stone, 60 ft. in length, rest of timber, thatched-inhabited, 
and 20 ft. wide with some returns, 2 for the most part, with English. 
sto.ries high, ·slated, some of the parti- I In this town, His Majesty hath a 
tions and floors not finished, with a I fort, built of lime ... :id stone, wherein 
bawn adjoining to the forefront of the is a fair stone house, 112 feet 
house, 120 ft. square and 9 ft. high, 1 long and 21 ft. wide, 2 storeys high, 
with 4 flankers, 15 ft. ·square apiece, slated, with 4 dormers. The walls of 
with birch timber and thatched, where- this fort are in ·most part decayed . . 
in Captain Mansfield's son's wife and Captain Tichbourne hath his company 
family dwell. in garrison there. 

Near thereunto he hath erected a To which town there is 1,000 acres 
village consisting of 10 cottages thatch- of common ·allowed by Sir Richard 
ed, inhabited with British, and about Hansard, Kt., deceased. 
half a mile from the river, he hath There are reputed Freeholders, 
erected another village consisting of made by Sir R. Hansard, -of their 
8 cottages which are decayed, and two dwelling-houses and small parcels of 
of them without any tenants in them. land thereunto belonging-31. 

Freeholders-2. Reputed Leaseholders for years-23. 
Leaseholders for lives-1. British townsmen armed-18, and 
Leaseholders for years-5. soldiers that are freemen of the town. 
British me.n present-18. whereof Monastory (Ballymo.naster), first' 

armed-11. granted to Sir Thomas Coach, Kt., ·-
Acarine, first gran~ect to Captain 1,500 acres . 

. 'l 1 G. 
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Sir Richard Hansard hath built a 
bawn of lime and done, 80 ft. squp.re 
and 12 ft. high, with 4 flankers; on ~he 
fore part whereof he hath built a 
house of stone and . lime, slated, 40 ft. 
long and 20 ft. broad, bein,g 1 ! storeys 
high, with 2 returns 12 ft. long apiece. 
Near to this house is erected a ·vi.ilage 
consisting of 10 houses of cage-work, 
some 2 storeys high and the rest 1 ! 
storeys, inhabited with English. There 
is also a water mill built near the 
town. 

Reputed Freehoiders-9. 

British men present, armed-IO. 

Lismonaghan, first granted to Sir 
Thomas Coach, Kt.,-l,000 acres. 

Lady Coach hath built a house, be
ing on Lough Swilly, of lime and stone, 
24 ft. long and 18 ft. wide and 1! 
storeys high, with birch timber, slated; 
whereunto is added a timber house, 36 
ft. long, 24 ft. wide and thatched . Ad;. 
joining to this house, there is a bawn 
of lime and stone, 60 ft. square and 10 
ft. high, with 2 flankers 15 ft. square 
apiece, covered; in which house Lady 
Coach and her family dwell Near 
unto this house there are 4 houses, 
thatched, inhabited with English. 

Reputed F'reeholders-3. 

wide, 1 ~ storeys high, slated; to which 
is adjoined a bawn 'Of brick, 150 
H. square and 5 ft. high; in which 
house, Sir Ralph Bingley, his wife and 
family dwell. Near unto this house, 
there is a village of thatched houses, 
inhabited with Britons. 

Reputed Freeholders-5. 
. Reputed leaseholders for lives-2. 
Reputed leaseholders for years-23. 
Tenants-at-will-2. 
British men present-33, wh~reof 

well-armed-30. 

DIED AT 109. 

Letterkenny, November, 1836. 
Died at hE.r son's residence, Sall

aghagreen, near Letterkt.nny, Mrs. 
Eleanor GallaghE.T, relict of Mr. Cnris. 
GaJlagher, aged 10'9 years. Her 
last confinement was ahout 50 years 
ago, when she gave· birth to 3 children, 
two of whom are still living. She re
tained thE.· use of all her faculties to 
within a few hours of death, having 
been able to read without glasses up 
to two months ago. Her memory wa,. 
€XCE.Uent and she could tel.l of all the 
important events of the past 100 years, 
like thE., great frost o: 1789. 

FACTION FIGHTING 

Reputed leaseholders for lives-2. Kilmaic:rennan, May, 1832 
At the fair of Kilmacrtnnan a de-

Leaseholders foi· 21 years-4. / sperate contest took place between two 
, factions - the Gallaghers and tne 

British men present, well-armed-18 McoG.ettigans, which tE.Tminated in 
broken heads and arms. The affray 

Dromore and Lurgagh, first grant- would have beE.n more se:ious and 
to Sir Maurice B2rkeley, Kt., 2,000 lives Jost but for Lieut. Persse and his 
acres. policE., and the timely interference of 

I Rev. Mr. Hestings, the., Rector, who was 
There is a house of lime and stone obliged to · read the.· Riot Act. The Rev. 

built on Lough Swilly by Sir Ralph Mr. McGee, the P.P., did all that a 
Bingley, 45 ft. long and 24 ft. wide, man could to assist the authorities to 
with a return, 21 ft. long and 24 feet restore order. 
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BEL ·LEEK 
FO·TTERY 

MANUFACTURERS OF THE FAMOUS 
BELLEEK WARE 

"IT MUST BE SEEN TO BE &:>MIRED AND EXAMINED TO BE 
ESTIMATED''-Ar t Journal. 

Tea Sets, Vases, Ornaments, and .hand
mad:e Fruit Baskets 

Depots at Bundoran and Ballyshannon 
TOURISTS ARE INVITED TO INSPECT OUR WORK AT . . 

BEL.LEEK, SIX ;MILES FROM BUNDORAN. 

CAR.U BASKETS, FRUIT BASKETS, COMPORTS IN MANY AND 
VAR.TED DESlGN IN PLAIN WEAVING AND WITH EXQUISITE 
F'LORAL ·DECORATION, HANDWOVEN CAKE-PLATES AND 
TRAYS FOR MORI\ ING AND AFTERNOON SERVICES. AND A 
GREAT VARJETY OF HAND 7 0ME GIFT ORNAMENTS OF 

EVERY DESCRIPTION. 



--, 

MAGEE'§ 
Handwoven Tweeds 

When in D1onegal visitors are invited to see 

Mag.e·e's Hand W;e,aving Factory. Magee's 

All-Wool Hand-woven Twee.ds are . World 
Famous .and may be obtained ·from the 

leading Drapers and T,ailors in the County. 

l~,a ,\ ~ ..... ,~·~ r-:o· · .1 ~rr\ 
-ra\~CC ct ~ ~• ... ~, • 

. THE FACTORY, 

DO"JEGi\L 
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SHENE HOUSE HOTEL LIMIT~D, 
BUN DORAN 

TELEPHONE - 27. 

Beautifully Situated on Cliffs, over-looking 

D'.onegal Bay. 

H. & C. WATER 

First"'class catering. 

. Every con1f ort. 
OPEN ALL THE YEAR. 

APPLY - MANAGERESS. 

CENTRAL HEATING. 

A .A., R.I.A.C., & LT.A. APPOINTMENTS 

COUNTY DONEGAL RAILWAYS 
~JOINT COJB1I'rTEJ~; 

-- offer you --

FREQUENT R"AIL AND ROAD 
PASSENGER -'SERVICES 

Giving con::~n3 to and fro1i1 Dublin, Belfast and 
Cro:'l~-Channel 8tation1-;;. 

l 1'or full particulars, apply at loenl Siatifins 
or to :-

JL JJ. CURUAN. 
Mana~er & Secretary, 

~THAN(lUJ,AU. 
'Phone - B:-illyhofcy 8 



THE LETl'ERKENNY HOSIERY Co., Ltd., 
,,. LETT·ERKE:NNY. ~ 

MANUFACTURERS OF HIGH-'CLASS KNITTED OUTERWEAR, 
MEN'S HALF-HOSE AND BOY'S STOCKINGS. 
Trade marks "ERRIGAL," !VERNIA,'~ "IVERNIT." 

Wl1cn in J,,ctterkenny visit our s:h-Op . . .. · 

.'.·The Hosiery Shop, Ltd., 
Factory B.uildings·. .. . 

.Many aargains at Factory Prices, also Factory Seconds and Jobs. 
FISHING TACKLE - We are one ·of the largest stockists in the 

North-West for Salmon and Trout· tackle. 

BARTLEY RAMSAY'S_, 
LETTERKEN1'.J¥) 

IN THE HISTORY OF HIGH CLASS 

--- Drapery and Footwear ------
FOR SERVICE AND VALUE WE CANNOT BE SURPASSED. 

·MICHAEL FLOOD ·(Motors) - LTD. 
D·ONEGAL and B·ALLYSHANNON 

.· . . 

. . 

Main Ford Dealers. 
-- ----

Sales - Service ·- Satisfaction. 

Doneg~l Homespuns, 
Irish Linens, 

Souvenirs 
--:AT :--

CORM.AC B·RE·SLIN: and SONS, 

Bunbeg . Gweedore 



EVERYTHJNG YOU NEED 

IN PRINTING CAN BE 

SUPPLIED BY 

THE DONEGAL DEMOCRAT LTD. 
'PHONE : BALL YSHANNON H. 

COlJNTY'S BEST ADVERTISING MEDIUM IS 

"THE DONEGAL DEMOCRAT". 

HIGHLANDS ' • 

Cheap and Convenient Travel by --

"LOUGH SWILLY" 

Bus Services, which traverse the whole of North-We~t Donegal 
embracing the principal Seaside, Fishin.g and Ho1iday Resorts of 
the County and a vari·ety of first class Golf ,Lin.ks. 

THE BRkCINC AIR IS UNRIVALLED ! 

THE .SCENERY UNEXCELLED ! 

SOMETHING NEW - A REALLY BENEFICIAI; HOLIDAY. 

Ask Conductors for time-tables and guides, or write :
GENERAL MANAGER, L. & L . S. RAIL.\VAY. DERRY. 



THE CITY' OF 
LON DON DERRY 

Owing to its long history and its geo~aphkal position the 
city of Londonderry has a distinctive -and attractive Jif.e .. ftf its own. 

'\ f .: - . 

It 'was born over four.teen hundred years ago, when St. 
Columba founded a monastery in the 9_ak grove, on the hill where 
later the walled city was to stand. It began, therefore, as an 
ecclesiastical community, surviving for centuries frequent burn
ings by plundering Northmen and native ·armies. Then in the six
tEenth century, when Ireland became involved in European wars 
and politics, the position of Derry at the mouth of one of the great 
rlvers leading directly into the heart of Ulster led to its fortifi
cation as a garrison town, important strategically. So it became a 
walled city, .numbering two sieges in its long and laden story, and 
the second of the.:. e makes one of the greatest chapters of history. 

To anyone interested in olden times Derry has a constant 
f a:>cination. Its ancient iw alls still stand and · everywhere the 
p1 esent meets the past. There are quaint ·glimpses in unexpected 
places of stately Geor:gian doorways and windows. Old muzzle
loading cannon look down on a modern warship at the quay side 
where descendants of Columba's gulls are still crying and calling. 
Yet it has its own modern life, its clashes of standards and culture, 
its own intere.sting economic and social problems. 

One of its greatest attractions is. pert:aps, the ease with which 
one can exchange the country for the city. To the West are the 
hi'ls of Donegal; down the broad lough to th~ East the headland 
of Benevenagh stands out against. the sky; while to the South-East 
rise the rounded pe~ks 9f the Spertin mountains. 
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