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Donegal Town : Site of the hallowed ruins of the Franciscan
Abbey, aind O’Donnell’s Castle.
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The Kidnapping and Imprisonment
of Red Hugh

(BY MORWENNA DONNELLY)

HI kidnapping of Red Ilugh was
the climax to a long struggle
between O’Donneéll and Sir John Per-
rot and was far from being an unher-
alded bolt from the blue. The first act
in this struggle took place in Septem-
ber, 1584, when (’Donnell signed an
agreement with Perrot at Dunluce, un-
dertaking to maintain a number of
fooimen in Tirconnell for as long as
the Queen’s pleasure demanded. This
garrison turned out to be an undiscip-
lined rabble. The commander, a Cap-
tain Willlam Boyne, ransomed the
pledges given to him by O’Donnell and !
sent others to Dublin. He handed over
the four towns which O’Donnell had
given him for the relief of his forces
toc Hugh MacDeaganach O’Donnell,
O'Donnell’s nephew and ‘“‘utter enemy,”
with the result that

soon in an uproar against O’Donnell
and in danger of being wasted. To
make matters worse, Alexander
MacDonnell, Ineendubh O’Donnell’s

first cousin, was slain in an encounter
between the English and  Hugh
M’Edegany.

O’Donnell made strong representa-
tions in Dublin and was finally allow-
ed to revoke his original indenture on

1 ney. Fanad.

Tirconnell was -

condition that he paid seven hundred
besves a year and sent in as pledges |

his second son, Iory, and the eldest
sons of MacSwiney Doe and MacSwi-
Red Hugh commented
drily some years later that his fatner
“haply (through extremity) consented
t give more than he could perform.”
In fact, neither the pledges, nor the
delivery of the seven hundred ‘‘good,
fatt and lardge” beeves materialised,
either that year or the next (1587).
Perrot had been deeply vexed by
O’Donnell’s hauteur over the removal
of the garrison and he was affronted
by this failure to honour an—admit-
tedly grossly unjust—agreement. When
the alarm of a possible Spanish landing
made it necessary to ensure the quies-
cence of the Ulster lords, he determin-
ed to bring O'Donnell to heel, not only
by extracting pledges from him to pre-
vent him drawing in Scots, but by en-
couraging his enemies, notably Hugh
M’Edegany. . B
This illegitimate son of Calvagh
O’Donnell had always had the govern-
ment’s blessing and in March, 1587, he
was sent to court with a special letter
of recommendation to the Queen. He

| returned to Ireland flaunting his fav-

our and, tacitly backed by the govern-
ment, proceeded to waste Tirconnell.
By this policy Perrot hoped to get his
hands on Tirconnell, as Fitzwilliams
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THE KIDNAPPING OF RED HUGH

was later to apply the same tactics to
Monaghan. It is perhaps a mistake to
think that Red Hugh’s attitude to Eng-
land was determined by his abduction
and treatment in prison. He seems to
have arrived in Dublin Castle with an
already developed animus towards
them, which was undoubtedly formed
by his experience of their disintegrat-
ing tactics in Tirconnell during these
formative years of his boyhood.

In May Perrot wrote to Burghley
outling his famous plan to kidnap one
of the O’Donnells and announcing his
intention of making a journey to the
borders of the North. By the time he
left Dublin for this journey at the end
of the summer, the plans for the ab-
duction were complete :and in charge
of Nicholas Skipper, a Dwublin mer-
chant captain.

The subsequent course of events
was curious and from Perrot’s des-
patdhes we can almost whittle down to
a day exactly when Red Hugh was cap-
tured — probably = September  24th
(0.8.). Perrot was back in the capital
by the 23rd, when he wrote to the
Queen, giving a report of the meetings
at Trydathe with O’Neill, O’Donnell
and the Earl of Tyrone. In this letter
he said nothing about the abduction,
though he knew i* was then on foot ;
presumably because he had no news
vet of whether his venture had
succeeded. But three days later he was
jubilanily writing to Elizabeth that he
had Mr. Hugh Roe O’Donnell under
lock and key, Skipper having brought
him, the two MacSwineys. and Owny
(possibly Owen Oge) O’Gallagher to
Dublin on the previous day— Septem-
ber 25th, 1587. The abduction had been
carried out ‘‘without any stir at all.”
Red Hugh was within a month of his
fifthtesnth birthday and one of Perrot’s
reasons for his abduction was that he
“ruled that country (Tirconnell) very
much,” mourished Scots and encourag-
ed the “strong and disordered”
MacSwineys. He was kidnapped while

accuracy and brilliance.

his father was on the return journey
from Trydathe, for some years later
he stated that when his father was OrI-
dered to send in Rory as a pledge, he
would have done so “but before he
could be in his country, the Lord De-
puty sent one Skipper with a bark .. .”

ACCURACY AND BRILLIANCE

Perrot had moved with telling
In cue blow
he had collected four of the best
pledges in Ulster and, by the terms of
the land agreement between the Earl
and O’Neill, drawn the claws of the
three most powerful men. The Ulster
chieftans had allowed themselves to be
hopelessly out-manoeuvred by a really
fluent stroke of statemanship.

The Earl saw the danger immedi-
ately. If O’Donnell went down before
his rivals, his own western flank
would be menaced by an alliance be-
tween O Neill and Hugh M’Edegany.
He addressed himself to the Queen, to
Walsingham and to the Earl of Leices-
ter, soliciting their aid in the release of
Red Hugh. But the Government wias
determined that Tirconnell should pass
into the Queen’s hands through the
pliancy of Hugh M’Edegany. All the
appeals failed and the new Deputy, Sir
William Fitzwilliams, was instructed
to continue Perrot’s policy iand to keep
Red Hugh “in our Castle at Dublin”.
The Earl and O Donnell tried bribery.
Perrot was offered £2,000 for the lib-
eration of Red Hugh and it was not
long before Fitzwilliams was approach-
ed in the same manner.

The Government were secretly egg-
ing on O Neill and Hugh M’Edegany to
waste Tirconnell and by January 1588
old O’Donrell had nearly been driven
out of his country. In May however,
Ineendubh settled her long score with
Hugh M’Edegany. fhere was a brush
petween them at Mongavlin ang per
Scots despat_ched him. The next menth
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THE KIDNAPPING

she came calmly to Dublin with
O'Donnell to pay what must have been
a somewhat equivocal farewell to
Perrot. As she was on the Govern-
ment’s black-list. this was a singularly
audacious act. The circumstances were
such that it was probably the only
occasion in her life when it was reaspn-
ably safe to risk an appearance in
Dublin, and doubtlessly she seized the
opportunity because it made possible
a visit to her Benjamin.

O’Donnell  offered Fitzwilliams
through intermediaries £1,000 for the
release of his son and to his intimates
£300 “to labour it.” Reporting these
overtures to Walsingham, the Deputy
referred to Red Hugh @s O’Donnell’s
“hairbrained and ungracious imp of
son,” and warned him against the
danger of letting him loose to combine
with his mother “a native Scot, en-
vious to this nation.” In the light of
these comments it seems probable that
the hairbrained and ungracious imp
was the originator of the prison rags
mentioned by Philip O’Sullivan. Cer-
tainly, Red Hugh’s apparent refusal to
dissemble his contempt and hostility
was a contributory, if not the principal
factor, in his continued imprisonment.

In September O’Donnell came to
Dublin to intercede in person for his
son’s liberation, bringing with him
thirty wretched Armada castaways
with which he hoped to bargain for
Red Hugh’s freedom. The Council
were placed in an embarrassing dilem-
ma. As they did not wish to alienate
the old man altogether they concocted
an elaborate letter for his benefit, duly
signed, which granted him his request.
This letter they secretly followed up
with another to the Privy Council, di-
recting them to pay nc attention to the
first letter and to resist all representa-
ticms from O’Donnell to release his son.
“The young man.” they wrote, “is of
so proud and stirring a disposition, as
would no doubt be easily led to enter-
prise any disloyal intention.”

OF RED HUGH

NOT DECEIVED

O’Donnell was not deceived and
“returned home greatly discontented.”
In the meantime Ineendubh was thun-
dering in the background, stormily as-
serting that she would maintain the
Spanish refugees “and as many as she
can get to stir up wars except she can
get her son that is in the Castle at the
return of O’Donnell, her husband.”

At the beginning of 1589 the Earl
once more applied to Walsingham and
this proving fruitless, he made a last
altempt at the end of the year to win
the Deputy over by open means. Fitz-
williams wavered. Though he was an
avaricious old man he seems to have
disliked the business 0of incarcerating
youths and children. In a letter to
Burghley he added a postcript advocat-
ing that, provided he accepted certain
conditions, Red Hugh should be set
free. “I think his liberty would do
better service to her Majesty than his
imprisonment,” he wrote, adding
naively, “And upon my word, no re-.
ward maketh me write thus much.”

But the Privy Council remained
adamant.

Of Red Hugh'’s treatment in prison,
a vivid account is given by Captain

Thomas Lee. Though Lee doOes not
mention any names it is obvious—.
from his close association with the

Earl—who was in his mind when he
wrote:

(Where there has been a stratagem
used for the taking into your Majesty’s
hands @ young youth, heir of a great
country, his manner and usage were
most dishonourable and discommend-
able, and neither allowable before God
nor man. My reasons are these: he be-
ing young, and being taken by this
stratagem, having never offended, was
imprisoned with great severity, many
irons laid upon him as if he had been
a notable traitor and malefactor, and
kept still amongst those who were ever
notorious traitors against your Ma-
jesty; having no other counsel or ad-
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THE KIDNAPPING OF RED HUGH

but theirs, what
good could come of this young man
for his education amongst such, I
humbly refer to your Highness.

It has always been assumed that
Red Hugh was imprisoned in the Bir-
mingham Tower in Dublin Castle and
several writers have stated that he was
confined in the ‘grate,’ that notorious
guarter of the Castle prisons where
the captives had to rely on alms for
subsistence, like the wretched prison-
ers in the Newgate goal of the city. The
grounds for this opinion are very de-
batable. We know that the grate was
deep underground—iwenty-four feet
—and that there was a better prison in
the upper rooms to which prisoners
with any wealth or influence aspired.
The fact that on both escapes Hugh
fled by means of a rope would scarce-
ly accord with the theory of a subter-
annean prison, and from a comparison |
of the details of the first escape with
what we know about the Castle
its prisons it would seem likely that he |
was imprisoned in one of the Gate]
Towers.

In 1685 a plan was made of Dub-
lin Castle showing it in almost itsi
original form—at all events as it WaS‘
in Red Hugh’s time. Only eighty years
after the making of this plan, while
there was still a considerable amount
cf the old fabric of the Castle remain-

vice, or company,

ing, the antiquary Harris wrote a de- .

scription of the building and its pre-
vious organisation. Both Harris and
also J. T. Gilbert, state that the Ber-

mingham Tower and the Wardrobe (or
Gunner’s) Tower were used as prisons
—+the latter continuing to be used for
this purpose to the end of the eight-
eenth century. According to Harris the
Gate Towers were also used as prisons,
being specially out aside for the Con-

|main entrance in Castle Street,

and |that in his carefu! description of

stable’s lodgings and “the
State priscners, and so

year 1715, one of them togethe_r with
the adjoining buildings was applied to
the latter of those uses.” He says that

custody of :
late as 'thei

Lord Delvin was imprisoned in one of
these towers, but unfortunately gives
no clue to the source of this informa-
tion. De:ViI'.l, who was Suspected of
comp’icity in Red Hugh’s final escape,
broke priscn himself in 1607, by a

| rope smuggled into him, and Sir Arthur
| Chichester, describing this feat as a

“desperate escape” added that it was
“an accident which has often happen-
ed in this place.”

THE FIRST ESCAPE

There were only two sally-ports in
the old castle, the principal being the
with
its drawbridge, port-cullis and flanking
Gate Towers. The other led to the out
offices and was near—but not in—the
Bermingham Tower. It faced towards
Ship Street, which would seem to in-
dicate ‘that it opened interiorly into
the Castle precincts. These details are
importent becausz it is highly probable
the
first escape O’Clery was writing from
first-hand knowledge.

About eighteen months after
Hugh’s capture, a number of pledges
escaped from the grate, where they
had been lodged either before, or short-
ly after, Fitzwilliams’ arrival. It would
seem from Fitzwilliams’ reports that
all pledges were confined in this dun-
geon or dungeons and most writers have
assumed that Red Hugh was also con-
fined there, but, apart from the nature
of the escapes, there is evidence to the
contrary. Unfortunately within the
scope of a short paper it is not pos-
sible to examine this evidence at
length. One point must suffice. . Red
Hugh’s friends, Oweny O’Gallagher
and Donnell Gorm MacSwiney were
among those who escaped—poor Don-
nell Gorm was recaptured and escap-
ed ‘later with Hugh. At the time when
Donnell first escaped he was gbvious-
ly not in the Same mrison quarters as
Hugh. otherwise how could Hugh have
been isolated from a venture in which,
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THE KIDNAPPING

had he had the remotest chance, he
would certainly have been the ring-
leader?

It is highly unlikely that with the
wealth and influence of the Earl be-
hind him, Hugh would have been al-
lowed to suffer the semi-starvation of
the grate if there was a “better prison”
in “the upper rooms” to which a little
gold would have admittted him. Indeed,
if O’Clery is to be wrelied upon, he
Jeaves no shadow of doubt that Hugh
was somewhere upstairs— at least in
the day—and that the first escape
was made boldly from the main gate of
the Castle. After describing the fosse,
portcullis, drawbridge and the guard
on the gate, he tells. us that Hugh and
his companions planned to slide dcwn
from one of the windows above ‘“until
they alighted on the bridge outside the
door of the castle.” To effect an escape
at this point the mriscners must there-
fore have been in one or other of the
Gate Towers, which we have already
seen were used as prisons. O’Clery’s
account is clear and closely detailed;
he may have had it from a participant,
even frcm Red Hugh himself.

After the failure of the first escape,
Hugh was returned to the Castle once
more. It is possible he was iconsigned
this time to either the Bermingham or
the Gunner’s Tower, for in the final
escape we know that he had to man-
oeuvre the <Castle ditch—actually a
mill race beyond the south curtain and
not, technically, the fosse at all. He
was still permitted to receive visitors
and among these was Fergus O’Farrell,
High Sheriff of Longford, @and his
sons, who were friends of ‘great ac-
quaintance and familiarity” and who

not only visited him frequently. but
wrote to him as well. Fergus was a
close friend of O’Rourke, also of the

Baron of Delvin; one of his sons was
a friend of Feagh MacHugh O’Byrne.
Delvin and O’Byrne were both involv-
ed in the plans for the escave and it
is not wunlikely that Fergus and his

OF RED HUGH

sons acted as agents between Red Hugh
and his friends outside. After Hugh’s
escape. Fergus sent messages t0 him
by his servant, O’Hanley, to whom
Hugh presented a horse which O’Han-
leyy gallantly christened ‘‘O’Donnell.”
Other visitors were, a devoted servant,
who visited him disguised as a horse-
boy; Edward Eustace, and Richard
Weston, a man of a special trust with
the Earl and his chief auditor. These
visitors must greatly have enlivened
the bleakness of the prisoner’s life and
doubtless they brought him comforts
in the shave of extra food and clothes.

It was Richard Westocn who was
entrusted with the task of smuggling
in to Hugh “certain silk called Sarsnet
to make him a line to slide down by.”
Another probable visitor was a gentle-
man from Athboy called Henry Dowd-
all, who occupied a key position in the
second escape, though what exact part

he played is munfortunately very ob-
scure. It is curious that this name
should have been connected again

with Red Hugh, as another Dowdall—
George, a fisherman of the Bann and
a hawk-fancier— had been clapped
into the Castle ‘“for his knavery in the
taking of Red Hugh” Standish O’Grady
assumed that the part played by Dow-
dall (or Dudall) was a villainous one,
but it is clear that his sympathies were
Irish and violently anti-English.

According to Walter Reagh Fitz-
gerald, Henry Dowdall was responsible
for Hugh’s final escape and it is very
tantalising that at present we know
so little about him.

O’Sullivan also describes the rope
used in the escape as silk and says that
it was very long. Speaking of Delvin’s
escape, Chichester described the Castle
wall as being “of great height”—Del-
vin’s rope was thirty yards long. The
perilous character of these escapes be-
comes vividly apparent when we re-
member that the silk sarsnet can only
have been smuggled in- length by

‘length and then spliced tcgether—not
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THE KIDNAPPING OF RED HUGH

a very secure method of making a de-
scent of over ninety feet.

There was a year’s delay before
the second escape was initiated. Unfor-
tunately Hugh had been placed in pris-
on with the half-brothers, Henry and
Art, O’Neill and the Earl, according to
Walter Reagh, would not put the
escape on foot sooner because he *‘did
not love Henry and Art O’Neill”"—i.e.
did not want them at liberty, since they
represented dissident elements in his
domains.

It has been repeatedly asserted
that Twrlough Buidhe O’Hagan was
the guide who conducted the fugitives
from Dublin to Glenmalure. O’Clery
plainly states that he was sent later by
the Earl to conduct Hugh mnorthward
and there is not a single mention of
him being sent to Dublin in any con-

temporary source. Fr. Paul Walsh says
the guide to Glenmalure was Edward
Eustace, but O’Clery wrote that he was
the faithful servant who visited the
captives in the Castle horse-
boy.”

At Ballinacor, Hugh bought from
an Ulster man a horse which he rode
north. Feagh MacHugh also gave him
another horse “which was g white bob-
tail.” The injuries to his feet, sustain-
ed in the escape, were so severe that he
was wnable to walk and had tg be lift-
ed on and off his horse.

Both the Warrens of Drumecondra
and the Moores of Mellifont, respect-
able colonists, had been secret parties
tc the escape plans and volunteered
horses at one i{ime. William Warren
was half-brother to Garrett Moore and
greatly devoted to the Earl.

“as A

A SEE FOUNDED BY ST. EUNAN

Raphoe is a small place, but the
See of a bishop. It was founded by St.
Eunan about the middle of the 6th
century and a Cathedral was erected
on the ruins of St. Eunan in the elev-
enth. Palacit Magonail, Bishop of
Raphoe in 1360, built three episcopal
houses, and Bishop Dooley, by will be-
queathed £200 for repairing the Cath.
edral, such money was applied by his
successor. Within a few years, a round
tower was standing on a hill in which
the bishops of Raphoe kept their
studies. A celebrated cross, said to
have been famous for the performance
of miracles, stood in the Cathed:al,
but was about the year 1438 removed
to Armagh by Bishop O’Galchor.

The mansion house of the bishop
is a castle and was built at the expense
of the Government in the reign of
Charles 1. It withstood a seige in the
rebellion of 1641. It has been repaired
lately by Bishop Oswald and is now
a handsome dwelling.

“pPost Chaise Companion.”

KILBARRON AND ROSSNOWLAGH

The coast in the neignbourhooa of
Kilbarron is considerably inaented
with coves, which are often the resoit
of seals, and it frequently occurs that
whales of a large size make thelr
appearance in the bay. Just before
reaching Rossnowlagh (the promon-
tory of the plague stone ?). We pass
Coolmore, “the great nook or inlet, a
p-ace much frequented by  sSummer
visitors. The curious here may examine
the remains of a rath or fortiress, sit-
uated like Dun- Angus oOr Aran, upon
the edge of a cliff. Near the village,
at a little distance from the roadside
are the remains of an enormous meg-
alithic work of ‘the giants bed of
class.”

W. F. Wakeman ‘“‘Erne,’ 1877

JULY ASSIZES 1848

Jane Duddy, ‘“a habitual pouitiy
stealer,” found guilty of stealing 5
chickens from Hugh Doherty, Bally-
bofey, sentenced to iransportation for
seven years.
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Gleanings On O'Donnell History

BY FR. CANICE MOONEY, O.F.M.

(1) Hugh O’Donnell, titular earl of
Tirconnel, 1608-42.

This Hugh O’Donnell was the son
of Rory, the first earl, and of Bridget
Fitzgerald, his wife, who was daughter
of the earl of Kildare. He was less than
a year old at the time of the flight of
the earls, and since his mother, partly
for personal reasons (she was expect-
ing the birth of another baby) and
partly, perhaps, for dipiomatic and pol-
itical reasons (in an attempt to salvage
some of the lands and rights forfeited
by Rory’s flight), did not follow her
husband into exile, the baby remained
in charge of two Irish wetnurses. When
the earls set out from Louvain on their
journey to Rome in February, 1608, the
infant was placed in charge of Anne
Madden, wife of Denis Kelly, who had
replaced Sheila, wife of Hugh Gallagh-
er, as his nurse and fostermother. At
the request of the Archduke Albert,
the party was given quarters in the
convent of the Augustinian Canones-
¢2s, known as The White Ladies. Rory

O’Donnell before departing had given
iship between them for the

Colonel Henry O’Neill and Fr. Donagh
Moocney, O.F.M., guardian of St. An-
thony’s College, Louvain, a general
right of supervision over his son.

In October, 1610, Hugh, with his

three young companions, Sean and
Brian (’Neill (sons of the earl of
Tyrone by his third wife, Catherine

Magennnis) and a namesake (his own
first cousin, the son of Cathbharr)
were removed on the orders of the
Archduke to the Irish Francjscan Col-

fege of St. Anthony, where they were
placed under the jurisdiction of Father
Aodh MacAingil, O.F.M., and their
2ducation continued. In October, 1621,
Hugh enrolled as a student at the
University; a few years later we find
him in attendance at the court at
Brussels; and before the end of 1625
he had entered on the military career
which was to occupy him until his
death in action sixteen years later.

King Philip IV of Spain and the
Archduchess Isabela Clara at Brussels
continued towards him the benign fav-
our of their predecessors, by grants
and pensions, commissions in the army,
and titles of honour. In January, 1632,
he was made Maestro de Campo of an
Irish regiment like his friend and rival
John O’Neill, titular earl of Tyrone,
and the eyes of all patriotic exiles were
turned towards those two scions of the
princely houses of O’Neiil and O’Don-
nell to lead them back some day to free
Ireiand once and for all from her an-
cient{ enemy.

In order to ensure a lasting friend-
common
good. Archbishop Florence Conry,
O.F.M., had proposed a marriage be-
tween Sean and the famous Lady Mary
Stuart O’Donnell, sister of Hugh, who
had been born in Ireland shortly after
the flight of Rory, and who, allegedly,
to escape marrying a Protestant, had
fled to Flanders from England about
March, 1626, disguised in man’s cloth-
ing. Nothing came of the proposal, and
the eve of the rebellion of 1641 found

463.



GLEANINGS ON O’DONNELL HISTORY

Wise counsellors of the king of Spain
advising that both of these men should
not be sent to Ireland together, as
tneir mutual jealousy might wreck the
undertaking. Fate took a hand in the
game and neither one nor the other
but a greater than both, the dauntless
Eoghan Rua O’Neill, was déstined to
bzcome the leader of the Ulster army
of the Confederation. John died in

Catalonia in Spain, 27th January, 1641, |

and Hugh was Kkilled in action in the
summer of the following year during a
naval engagement against the French
in the Mediterranean.

For three centuries the O’Clerys
had proved themselves faithful and
efficient chroniclers to the O’Donnells.
Wahen the sad news of the death of
Hugh reached St. Anthony’s, Louvain,
Brother  Michael O’Clery, O.F.M.,
lamenting the death of his hereditary
¢hieftain, sat down and penned his
obituary notice on one of his manu-
scripts, which is now preserved in the
Royal Library at Brussels. As far as I
am aware, this is the first occasion on
which it has been published.

‘Aois Criost, 1642. O Domhnaill da
ngoirthi Iarla Thire Chonaill, i. Aodh
Mac Rudhraighe mhic Aodha mhic
Maghnasa 1 Domhnaill do bhadhadh
a Samhradh na bliadhna so ar an muir
da ngoirther Mari Mediterraneo ag
cuidiughadh l¢ Ri na Spéinne isin ccog-
adh tarla idir é féin agus RiFrangc, 7c.
A mi October na bliadhna roimh an
bliadhain si mar ata 1641, do thionns-
gainsiod senGhaoidhil agus senGhoill
Eireann d’urmhdr coimheirghe chog-
aidh in aghaidh na n-eitricedh in
Erinn, d4 saoradh 6 gach broid da
raibhe orra.

Mar do-chualaidh an t-iarla O
Domhnaill adubhramur an coimheirghe
cogaidh sin do bheith in Erinn do-
chuaidh do lathair righ na Spainne agus
do mhaoidh a sheirbhis féin agus bas?
Neill roimhe sin air agus gach obliog-
aid da raibhe ar righ na Spainne fa
chuidiughadh le hEireannchoibh, agus

da bhrigh sin do iarr a ched le cong-
namh dfaghail, no gan a fhaghail, agus
a léigen d4 dhuthaigh. Agus as ambh-
laigh do-conncas don righ agus da
chomhairle gan a léigen go hEirinn
acht a chur ar cogadh na fairrge do
chathughadh re Frangcachaibh.’

English translation :

A.D. 1642. O’Donnell, who was
called Earl of Tirconnel, that is, Hugh
son of Rory son of Hugh son of Manus
O’Donnell, was drowned in the sum-
mer of this year in the sea called the
Mediterranean Sea helping the king
of Spain in the war that occurred be-
tween himself and the king of France,
etc. It was in the month of October of
the previous year, namely in 1641, that
the Old Irish and the Old English of
Irzland in general began an insurrect-
ion and war against the heretics in
Ireland to free themselves from every
disability under which they laboured.

When the Earl O’Donnell, whom
we have mentioned, heard about this
insurrection and war in Ireland, he
went to the king of Spain and referred
to his own service and the death of
0’Neill before that and the many oblig-
ations under which the king of Spain
was to help the Irish. For those reas-
ons, he besought his permission to se-
cure aid and return to his country, or
even to go without aid. But the king
and ‘his council decided not to let him
go to Ireland, but sent him to war at
sea to fight against the French.’

Reading between the lines, one
can discern Brother Michael O’Clery’s
enthusiastic support for the rising of
1641, his joy at the union of Old Irish
and Old English in the common cause,
a slight regret that mot an O’Donnell
but an O’Neill would now lead the
forces of his native province, and a
hint of the old native pride in his wWay
of saying that O’Donnell was helping
the king of Spain and not merely serv-
ing under him. Notable too is the ready
acceptance of the English title of earl
side by side with refence to O Domh-
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naill, The O’Donnell.

_Bibliographical note: The wbituary
note is from Brusseis MS 4639 (505),
ff. 178v-179r, the MS which also Con-
taing the shorter recension of the Mar-
tyrology of Donegal. For Hugh O’Don-
nell, see B. Jennings, ‘The career of
Hugh, son of Rory O’Donnell, ear] of
Tirconnel, in the Low Countries, 1607-
1642, in Studies, XXX (1941), 219-34;
T. O Cianain, The Flight of the earls,
ed. P. Walsh, pp. 4-5, 18, 73; Analecta
hibarnica, VI, 116; Cal. s. p. Ire., 1625-
32, p. 192; S. O’Brien, ed., Measgra i
gcuimhne Mhichil Ui Chléirigh, p. 78;
Commentarius rinuccinianus, 1 334.
Archivo General de Simancas, Estado,

legajos 625, 989, 1749, 2025, 2300, etc.
(See section 3 below).

Note that while O’Clery says he
was drowned, the authors of the

Commentarius put it rather differently:
flamma aliquot classis Hispanicae nav-
ibus a Gallis injecta, incendio luctuos-
um in modum periit.’

There are several documents in the
Franciscan Library, Killiney, which
hear his signature, wusually in some
such form as ‘Odonel, Comes de Tyr-
conell.” Two or three of them also bear
his seal. Cf. HMC, rep. on Franciscan
MSS, pp. 28, 317, 98, 99, 100, 103. For in-
teresting references to him in a letter
of Archbishop Florence Conry to Fr.
Luke Wadding, see id., pp. 104-6.

For Mary Stuart O’Donnell see
also Mac-Geoghegan, The history of
Ireland, ancient and medern (Dublin,
1844), pp. 556-7 (whose account derives
from one written in Spanish by Albert
Henriques and published at Brussels);
O’Doncvan in AFM, VI, appendix,
2380-4; Archivium hibernicum, IX, 275
XII, 136-8; Cal. s. p. Ire., 1625-32 pp.
41, 43, 44, 55 108, 486. MacGeoghegan
reproduces a letter of praise and com-
mendation  addressed to her by Pope
Urban VIII on 13th February, 1627,
after her memorable escape from Eng-
land. On the other hand, there is a
Spanish letter of Hugh O’Donnell in

O’DONNELIL, HISTORY

the Franciscan Library, Killiney, D 2,
P. 532 complaining about a woman go-
ing around in man’s clothes claiming
to be his sister and defaming him and
his people. - This letter is dated 29th -
July, 1630, Cf. HMC, rep. on Francis-
can MSS, p. 28.

For Tory’s wife and her reactions
tc his sudden flight without informing -
her, see Cal. s. p. Ire., 1606-8, pp. 295-
300; C. P. Meehan, The fate and for-
tunes of Hugh O’Neill, earl of Tyrone,
and Kery 0’Donczl, earl of Tyrconnel
(Dublin, 1868), pp. 230, 241-52. °

I am indebted to the authorities of
the Royal Library at Brussels for per-
mission to print the note by Michael
O’Clery from the MS in their charge;
to Don Ricardo Magdaleno, director
of the Spanish state archives at Sim-
ancas for permission to utilise informa-
tion from documents in his charge; and
to Dr. Richard Hayes, dJirector of the
Naitonal Library of Ireland, and the
board of trustees for permission to
consult their microfiim of the Brussels
MS and to utilise information fiom the
Simanecas documents.

2) The praises of Cinéal Chonaill.

MS A 14 in the Franciscan Li-
brary, Killiney, consists mainly of a
copy of Keating’s historv of  Ireland
which once belonged to the Franciscan
Friary, Donegal. Bound in at the be-
ginning of the volume are miscellane-
ous papers which did not belong to it
criginally, and one of these, now mark-
ed f. ix, contains two pages in Irish
which might be cailed a summary of
the glories of the O’Donnelis and their
kindred. The scribe has not so far been
identified. He may have been one of
the O’Clery family, or a Franciscan
admirer of the O’Donnells. At any rate,
it would appear to have emanated from
scme follower, client, or chronicler of
the O’'Donnell chieftains. Owing to
tears, rubbing, and fraying at the
margins, parts of the text are no long-
er legible. It has the appearance of
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being a rough draft or copy and has a
number of corrections and additions.
The third and following paragraphs,
constituting nearly half the first page,
have been crossed out, but not to such
a degree as to make the text any more
illegible than it would otherwise be
from the causes referred to above. ivOt
all the statements are historically de-
fensible, for instance, that St. Colum-
cille was an Augustinian monk; that
St. Dominic  wrote personally to
O’Donnell in regard to the founding of

a Dontinican priory at Derry; that
Aodh Rua O’Donnell (it really should
be Aodh Dubh) took the Franciscan

habit at Donegal; but the text is of in-
terest as showing the beliefs and opin-
ions in historical matters of a learned
person of the early seventesnth cen-
tury.

The first paragraph speaks of the
number of saints, (Colmcille, Adam-
nan, ete.), friars, and devout men and
women produced by Cinéal Chonaill,
and of those chieftains who having be-
queathed their estates to their heirs,
took the religious habit. Thus, it says,
Turlough of the Wine took the habit of
a monk in Assaroe, and Aodh Rua took
the habit of St. Francis in Donegal.

The second paragraph treats of the
religious houses founded by the Cinéal
Chenaill, the many gifts they confer-
red on them, and the way they defend-
ed their inmates from their enemies.

¢ Sna comaoinibh do cuiredar ar
egluis Dé le hoibrechaibh, le tiodhluic-
thibh, agus lena cosnamh ar escaird-
ibh. ’Sna hoibrechaibh mar ’ta mainis-
der S. Bernard da ngoirther mainisder
Easa Ruaidh, do thogaibh Maolruan-
aidh Mér O Maoldoraigh agus dar
mharb duthaigh ro-aoibhinn maille re
socharaibh moéra oile do thaobh eisg,
mara, agus tire. Mainisder -S. Aibisdin
a nDoire an anoir Choluim Chille do bi
'na manach agus 'na abuidh d’ord S.
Aibisdin. Mainisder S. Domenic
a nDoire do tionnsgnadh an aimsir S.
Domenic. féin, do sgriobh d’ionnsuid

tuibh Eirenn o©. do-rinnedh i le

Domhnuill Qig le brathraibh d’ord S.
Domenic, le ttug ordughadh doibh an
obair do tionnsgnamh agus an mhain-
isder do dhenamh san mheid dobudh
ferrd’ leo, agus go ttiobhradh fein na
huile neithi do biadh d’uireasbhaidh
ortha, ionnus go ndernadar an mhain-
isder do réir a ttoile. Do bhi an litir
soin S. Domenic ’na monament a
cceimhed san mainisder gusan n-aim-
sir si ndeighennaigh si a ttanuig
armail go Doire gur sgriosadh an main-
isder, nachar faghhadh cloch ar cloich
innti. Agus 'na dhiaigh so, se mainis-
drecha don Treas Ord S. Proinséis,

mainisder na cCarmelite, agus fa
dheiredh an aimsir Neill Gairbh mic
Toirdeal*haigh an Fhiona, mainisder

oirderc an Uird Mionur a nDun na
nGall, do bhi 'ma blath ar mainisdrech-
fogh-
luim, le crabhadh, agus leis an uile ni
do biadh do riachtanus ortha, agus ina
raibhe moéran do dhaoinibh naomhtha’

English translation :

‘In the favours they conferred on
the church of God in the form of build-
ings, gifts and defending her from her
enemies. In buildings such as the mon-
astery of St. Bernard, called the mon-
astery of Assaroe, which Maolruanaidh
Mér O Maoldoraigh built and to which
he granted in mortmain a beautiful
countryside along with other valuable
appurtenances relating to fish, sea, and
land. The monastery of St. Augustine
at Derry in honour of St. Columcille,
who was a monk and abhot of the Or-
der of St.Augustine. The priory of St.
Domenic at Derry, which was begun in
the time of St. Dominic himself, who
wrote to Domhnall Og by means of the
Dominican friars, as a result of whicCh
Domhnall ordered them to begin the
work and to make the priory as large
as they wished and he would give them
everything they needed, so that they
built the priory according to their own:
wishes. That letter of St. Dominic was
preserved as a monument in the priory
until these latter times when an arm-
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ed force came to Derry and destroyed

the priory so that there was not left |

in it a stone upon a stone. And along
with that, six houses of the Third Or-
der of St. Francis, a Carmelite priory,
and finally, in the time of Niail Garbh
son of Turlough of the Wine, the cele-
brated friary of the Friars Miuor at
Donegal, which from the -time of its
foundation was the flower of Irish
monasteries for learning and = sanctity
and every other requisite good quality,
and in which lived many holy people.

Fr. Ambrose Coleman in his edit-
ion of O’'Heyne’s Irish Dominicans, p.
5, says the first trace of the story
about the letter of St. Dominic is to
be found in a report drawn up by Fr.
Ross Mageoghegan in 1622. It is pos-
¢ible that this text carries the tradit-
ion back a stage further. It is an inter-
esting coincidence that part of thig
volume was written in the Franciscan
friary of Kildare and that MacGeogh-
egan had associations with that part of
the country and became bishop of Kil-
dare in 1629.

The next paragraph begins by tell-
ing that the O’Donnells defended the
two episcopal cities of Derry and Ra-
phee, that were under them, from the
heretics and permitted only bishops of
the Roman church chosen by the lords
until the IEnglish armed force entered
Lough Foyle, and the Earl of Tirconnel
fled Ireland because of his faith, and
Red Hugh died in Spain. The writer
continues: ‘If the ancient histories of
the world were consulted, it were dif-
ficult to find a people who preserved
their honour longer than Clann Mhil-
idh and above all Sliocht Eiremoin
who had so many kings of their blood
both in pagan and Christian times, and
even when they lost the kingship, they
retained a good part of Ireland to this
very day, and especially the descend-
ants of Niall of the Nine Hostages
from whom came forty-six kings since
the introduction of Christianity.’

estates of the O’Donnell chieftains and
lneir wealth from sea and land, not to
speak of their rents in Connaught and -
Uister. It refers, among others, to the
rent of Moylurg which used to be paid
humbly even in the author’s own time,
and the black rent of Tirawley handed
over freely by the Barrets in order to
be defended from the Burkes .

The verso of the folio mentions St.
Patrick’s prophecy about Conall Gul-
ban, son of Niall and how well it was
fulfilled in himself and his descend-
ants. Incidentally, it dates St. Pat- -
rick’s arrival in the year 423, during

the papacy of Celestine and the reign
of the Emperor Theodosius. The re-
maining few paragraphs deal briefly

with the exploits of early kings and
chieftains of Tirconnell, Ruaidhri O
Canannan, Maolruanaidh O Maoldor- -
aigh, and Gofraidh O Dombhnaill. ;
(3) 0’Dcnnell references at Simancas

It would be impossible to write a
full history of the O’Donneils without
a thorough search through the vast
collection of documents in the Spanish
state archives at Simancas. Whether -
and when that complete history will be
written is something hidden deep in
the womb of the future. Here and now
the curious reader and those interested
in the history of that illustrious fam-
ily may be interested to learn in brief
summary what a five months examina-
tion of a cross-section of these archives -
revealed in this regard. The informa-
tion is made available here by kind
permission of Don Riccardo Magdaleno,
director of the archives ‘at Simancas,
and Dr. Richard Hayes, director cf the’
National Library of Ireland, and the
board of trustees of the same library.

As the student of Irish history
would naturally expect, the material
is most abundant in those legajos or
bundles of documents which deal with -
the period 1595-1608.

There are originals of 1ette1=. sign-
ed by Red Hugh O’Donnell; his brother

The next paragraph treats of the
4

and successor, Rory, first earl of Tir-
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connell; Rory’s son and heir, Hugh; etc.
The usual subject-matter of these
letters is appeals for military aid for
Ireland or for private financial aid,
and recommendations of various Irish-
men for succour or promotion. There
are also memorials on behalf of Red
Hugh, Rory, and other members of the
family, written by Fr. (afterwards
Archbishop) Florence Conry, O.F.M.
During the war waged against
England by O’Donnell, O’Neill, and
Maguire, the Spanish ambassador in
London and Spanish agents in England
garnered news items from written re-
ports and the rumours that were fly-
ing around about the progress of the
Irish campaign and sent them back
to Spain for the information of the
king and his council. Many of these
Avisgg de Londres can still be read at
Simancas, but as a matter of fact in
the light of the fuller knowledge now
available to us, we are able to discern
that many of them had no more solid
basis than the distorted propaganda
and the wild, unfounded rumours
which are always so prevalent in time
of war. There were rumours that
O’Neill had surrendered, that the Span-
iards had landed at Killybegs, even
that they had landed in Tyrone itself.
We can trace the whole sad, tragic
progress of the earls and their retinue
from their arrival on the continent to
their death at Rome, the efforts of the
king of Spain to keep them from going
to Spain lest he should cffend his
friend, the king of England, the pope’s
proposal that the king of Spain should
give them a pension, and the Kking’s
proposal that as his coffers were empty
the pope should try to support them.
Finally, the pope housed them and the
king of Spain supported them, but they
were sending in constant complaints
‘that the amount allowed them was too
niggardly. On one occasion, - when
O’Neill succeeded in wheedling an ex-
tra allowance out of the king, he warn-
ed that O’Donnell should not be told,

lest he should become discontented.
The Archduke Albert at Brussels
proved a staunch friend of theirs.
When they arrived in Fianders, the
Engiish ambassador protested at their
presence and the honours they were
heing accorded. He demanded that
they should be arrested and delivered
over to the king of England. The Arch-
duke gave him a firm refusal, saying
Flanders was a free country, and he
was not aware that the earls had done
anything wrong. The reports of the
Archduke to the king at this period
make interesting reading, because they
also describe the full retinue that ac-
companied the earls on their flight,
their names, occupation, status, and
intentions for the future. The list in-
cludes- Tadhg O Cianain, who after-
wards wrote an Irish account of the
flight (now preserved in the Francis-
can Library, Killiney), Eoghan Rua
Mac an Bhaird, the poet, the two
nchlewomen who acted as wetnurses of
the infant baron of Donegai (the Hugh
O’Donnell of whom we have treated
in section 1), as well as their two ser-
vants ,whc were also in attendance on
the young baron and the husbands of
these two women, Wwho were his cus-
todians and tutors. There are a few
different lists, namely, the number who
arrived, the number proposing to go
to Spain, the number intending to stay

in Flanders. One list containg about
fifty names.
There is frequent reference in

these documents to Nuala O’Donnell,
sister of Rory and Red Hugh, whose
memory has been perpetuated by
James Clarence Mangan as ‘the
woman of the piercing wail.” She weni
from Louvain to Rome with the earls
but afterwards made several petitions
tc thz king of Spain to be allowed to
return to Flanders where she hoped to
enjoy better health and to be near her
nephew, the young Hugh O’Donnell,
son of Rory, who since Rery’s death
had become titular earl of Tirconnell.
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The permission was granted, but on
condition that nobody else of the Irish
party at Rome accompanied her, ‘so as
not to offend the king of England’ by

the proximity of Irish rebels and plot--I

ters to his domains. There is also men-
tion of this Hugh, her nephew, at dif-
ferent later stages of his career.
There are contemporary references
to the death of Red Hugh at Simancas
and of Rory at Rome. I have treated at
greater length elsewhere (in an article
now with the printers which is due to
appear in a coming number of The
Irish Ecclesiastical Record) of the re-
ferences to the death of Red Hugh, so
let it suffice on this occasion to state

once again that there is no evidence at |

Simancas that he died of poison ad-
ministered by an English agent.

There were two documents
among the bundles examined by my
colieague Doctor Joseph Healy which,
on his showing them to me, left a par-
ticularly vivid impression. One was a
letter dated 24th April, 1600, which
was sent from Donegal by the Spanish
Franciscan, Matthew of Oviedo, arch-
bishop elect of Dublin at the time. It
toid of a gathering there of sixty Irish
gentlemen to concert plans for a vigor-
ous prosecution of the war for homes
and altars. Nowhere, the writer assur-
ed the king, had his majesty more
faithfui or more valorous vassals than
these. He praises O’Neill and O’Don-
nell and says he delivered the chains
sent ag a gift by the king. He vigor-
ously rebuts the calumnies being
spread about them that they are mere
savages. On the contrary, they are
most prudent men. The other docu-
ment was a letter sent to O’Connor
Kerry by Red Hugh shortly after he
had gone to Spain to seek further aid
for Ireland. It is an original signed by
his cwn hand. He buoys O’Connor up
by assuring him of the king’s strong
determination to help Ireland what-
ever the cost, and asks him to keep
him, Red Hugh, fully informed of hap-

penings in the country, but in such a
way that, if there is bad news, while
letting him know he will keep the in-
formation from the Spaniards. He na-
turally feared that if the position of
the Irish deteriorated too much, the
king would be reluctant to commit
himself further. As bad luck would
‘have it, this letter was discovered by
the English when they captured O’Sul-
livan’s castle at Bearehaven. Astutely
enough, they decided to use it to drive
a wedge between Spaniard and Irish.
An English soldier, Captain Harvey,
had been befriended by a Spaniard,
Pedro Lopez de Soto, and the lords of
the council wrote to Carew, lord pre-
sident of Munster, instructing him 10
get Harvey as a pretended act of grat-
itude to hand over this letter to Lopez
to show ‘how this traitor O’Donnell
only tempers a. bait to deceive the
king your master.” The letter was duly
forwarded, as the English had fore-
seen, to the king of Spain, but the
death of O’Donnell soon afterwards
took greatly from the effectiveness of
the English stratagem. It can now be
examined at Simancas with its accom-
panying letters, a vivid reminder of a
great epoch and an impressive mem-
ento of a great man. It is still stained
brown with the marks of the fray and
turmoil between Iinglish and Irish at
Bearehaven.

Bibliographical note: Summaries
of a large number of the documents at
Simancas relating to Ireland for the
period 1558-1603 will be found in
Letters and state papers relating to
English affairs preserved principally
in the archives of Simancas, ed. M.A.S.
Hume, I-IV (1892-99). Copies of some
of the documents dealing with Red
'Hugh O’Donnell will be found in the
introduction to L. O’Clery, Beatha
Acdha Ruaidh Ui Dhemhnaill, ed. D.
Murphy. For an account of the capture
of Red Hugh’s letter to O’Connor
Kerry and the use to which it was put
see Pacata Hibernia, ed. S. O’Grady,
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II, 238, 242-3, 246-7. The Simancas do-
cuments consulted by me on which the
above summary is based are to be
found in Estado, legajos 611, 625, 840,
989, 993, 994, 1745, 1746, 1749, 1751,
1858, 1860, 2025, 2300. As has been
said, this represents a mere cross-sec-
tion. Limitations of time and the lesser
promise of fruitfulness in Irish mater-
ials they held out, prevented an exam-
ination of other sections of this vast

cellection, but it was clear from even|

the printed catalogues that there was
material available in
careers of later members of the O’Ddn-
nell family who settled in Spain.

ADDITIONAL NOTE : For the fullest
account in English to date on Mary
Stuart O’Donnell and her flight from
England see C. P. Curran, ‘The notable|
career of Mary, Countess of Tirconnell’,
in ‘Journal of the National Literary
Society of Ireland, IT (1916), 53-96.

The Anti-Tithes War

Glenties, Septemkter, 1838

Cattle belonging to the Rev. Mr.
Early, P.P., seized and sold for the
sum of 12/- tithes a protest meeting
held in Glenties, presided over by Mr,
William Barrett, Attorney, son of the
Rector of Inniskeel. Speakers included
Attorney Boyle of Ballyshannon; Rev.
Daniel O’Donnell, of Ardara, and the
Revs. Stephenson and Coyle of Bally-
shannon.

ARDARA, JANUARY, 1834
The detachment of the 27th regi-
ment, stationed at Ardara, under. the
command of Captain McPherson,
marched into Ballyshannon, the bar-
racks in Ardara being unroofed in the
late storm.

them for the,

THE O’DONNELL

Mr. John O’Donel, Monkstown, Dub-.
lin, acknowledged head of the O’Dor:-
nell Clan.

RAPHOE. JUNE. 1848.

Three hours rioting between Re-
peaiers and Orangemen at Raphoe fair.
The Repealers were led. by Maguire
from Stranorlar and the Orangemen by
Campbell from Castlefin. It began in
Hamilton’s Inn. Maguire was arrested
and broke away and he and his party
drove the Orangemen to seek shelfer
in Caher’s house, where they got fire-
arms. The police, with fixed bayonets,
eventually drove the Repealers from
th~ town. e ' '
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Count O Donel Proposes A Coadjutor
For The See Of Raphoe (1777)

8Y FATHER TERENCE
O'DONNELL, OFM. o

I

Jus patronatus, that is, the right
of a lay ruler to nominate clerics to
benefices in his territory, or at least
the claim of a prince or chieftain to ex-
ercise some control ove:r ecclesiastical
appointments, has long been tolerated
by the Church. It is a privilege that
has long survived the disappearance
of the peculiar circumstances that first
gave rise to it. To-day it is unknown
in Ireiand; but in former times, espec-
ially in pre-Reformation days jus
patronatus, or ‘right of patronage’ was
claimed and exercised in this country.

The Normans, familiar with the
practice on the continent and in Eng-
land, certainly favoured it when they
overran Ireland. In doing so their mo-
tives were purely political. The better
to spread their own Norman ways and
institutions they sought to exclude
priests of purely Gaelic stock, and

hence of Gaelic culture, fraditions and’

outlook, from the terriiories they had
carved out for themselves. That was
the spirit behind the Statuie of Kil-
kenny.

Native chieftains, on the other
hand, so long as they remained the
effective rulers of thelr territories,
can hardly have seen much point in
claiming for themselves a similar con-
cession; for they would permit none but
native priests and prelates to fill be-

nefices or occupy sees in their %ing-
doms. Nor would a Norman — that 1s,
an Anglo-Irish — cleric be anxious to
live under the rule of a Gaelic chief-
tain. But when the tide of effective
English conquest began to reach out
to the four corners of the country; and
when native rulers were engaged in a
life-and-death struggle for their an-
cient liberties, the question of eccles-
iastical appointments assumed a new
importance. For the Irish chieftain it
was now, if never before, imperative
that local prelates should share to the
full his political views and aspirations.

Hugh O’Neill and Hugh Roe
O’Donnell. the last native leaders to
make an all-out effort to re-establish
a free Gaelic state in Irela.d, were
particularly anxious that none but
bishops whom they could trust shouild
fill tha Sees of Ulster and Connacht—
the territories where their authority
was most firmly established. Accord-.
ingly we find them petitioning the
Holy See to grant them the jus pat-
ronaius, or rather to confirm that
right previously possessed by their
predecessors. In a -long draft-instruc-
tion prepared seemingly by Arch-
bishop Peter Lombard about autumn,
1600, for submission to Pope Clement
VIII, and containing recommendations -
for the guidance of a nuncio to be ap-
pointed to Ireland, it is stated : ‘The
same Prince O’Neill and Prince O’Don-
nell, and the other chieftains request-
that, in order to obviate such abuses
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(these are referred to in preceding
paragraphs) they be granted for their

territories, or rather that the jus pat- | voice in these appointments.

ronatus, which their predecessors pos-
sessed, be restored to them.’1 A few
months later Hugh O’Neill writing
from Donegal again appealed to Cle-
ment VIII to concede to him the ‘right
of patronage’ which his forebears pos-
sessed. 2

Did the Holy See accede to the
wishes of the Ulster chieftaing? 1In
cther words, did O’Neill and O’Donnell
exercise any effective control over
episcopal appointments in the pro-
vinces of Ulster and Connacht? Arch-
bishop Lombard tells us in a memor-
andum written in 1812 that Hugh|
O’Neill after three years soliciting and |
negotiating did succeed in having two
of his nominees appointed to archbis-
hoprics, one to Tuam, and one to Dub-
lin. The latter had been nominated to
Clogher, but O’Neill had him translat-
ed to Dublin. But Lombard states—
and this, he says, was well known to
O’Neill— that the Pope reluctantly
yielded to the wishes of the Ulster
chieftain.3 The whole tenor of Arch-
bishop Lombard’s memorandum makes
it quite clear that he is, at this date—
1612—totally opposed to O’Neill’s hav-
ing any voice in the appointment of
bishops. Indeed he goes so far as to
assert that his interference in episco-
pal nominations has had disastrous re-
sults. 4

It does seem certain that in mak-
ing appointments to vacant sees in
Ulster and Connacht the Pope was
loth tc be guided by the wishes of
O'Neill and O’Donnell; otherwise it is
hard to account for their persistent
appeals to him in this matter. In 1617,
that is, five years after Archbishop
Lombard’s memorandum we find Ty-
rone and Tyrconnell petitioning Pope
Paul V to have due regard to the views
of the natives of Ulster and Connacht
when providing bishops to sees in these

expressly exclude the Archbishop of
Armagh — Dr. Lombard — 1rom any
Though
the chieftains ask that their own opin-
ion or that of the Archbishops of Dub-
lin and Tuam be followed, it seems
plain enough that they are still trying
to assert their right to some control
over episcopal appointments in these
provinces; and the reason they put for-
ward in support of their claim is the
loyalty of their forebears as well as
their own loyalty to the Holy See. 5 It
is worthy of note that this petition
elicited from Pope Paul V the promise
that he would keep in mind the wishes
of the northern chieftains when filling
vacant sees in Ulster and Connacht.6

Though space does not permit of a
reference sto each of the many occas-
ions on which the northern chieftains
appealed to the Holy See in the matter
of episcopal appointments in Ulster
and Connacht, it is quite clear that re-
gularly during the first half of the
seventeenth century, O’Neills and
O’Donnells, whether at home or in ex-
ile, pressed their claim to & sort of a
right of patronage in these two pro-
vinces.

When, it may be asked, did the
Ulster leaders cease to press this
claim? We do not know exactly. But
it may safely be inferred that after

-

a

1 Arch. Hib, III, p.310.

21bid, p.241.

3 Arch. Hib. III, p. 286.

41bid. p. 296, p. 297. According to
Lombard O Neill’s action led to the
colonisation of Ulster after his flight
from Ireland, and to the persecution
of Catholics in Dublin. (Arch. Hib. III,
p. 297) Neither reason seems sound.
5Arch. Hib., IV, pp. 293-295. In art.
8 & 7 of this document (op. cit. p.296)
O’Neill and O’Donneil state their reas-

two provinces. On this occasion they

ons for their attitude to Lombard.
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the Cromwellian-
the fading out of their own hopes for
a restoration of their ancient rights
in ‘Ireland, they gradually lost inter-
est in ecclesiastical appointments in a
land with which they had lost intim-

ate contact—which had, indeed, be-
come for them rather shadowy.
' 11
Nevertheless, though exiled

O’Donnells may have ceased actively
to interest themselves in Irish affairs,
eccesiastical or secular, a tradition,
or a memory of their right to a voice
in  Church appointments, seems to
have persisted in Raphoe. This is sug-
gested by a document recently brought
to iight.8 This document is a petition
addressed to the Holy See in 1777 by
Count O Donel, a member of the Aus-
trian Branch of the Family, in favour
of the appointment of a Franciscan
to the bishopric of Raphoe. As ‘the
presumption is that it has mever been
published, and as it may be of inter-
est to Donegal readers of this-dAnnual,
I am printing it here. The original is
in French; but I am taking the liberty
of giving a translation of it, while
inserting a copy of the French original
as an Appendix. The translation runs:
Monseigneur

The solicitude of Your Eminence
for the Irish Mission, and the trouble
which you have given yourself for the
sake of this unfortunate island, de-
serve the sincerest gratitude of all
who are interested in the welfare of
this country.

6Arch. Hib. IV, p.303.

“Tbid. pp. 304-305, 305-307,
308-309, 309-310. The Report on the
Franzciscan MSS gives reference to
further documents on this subject,
covering, roughly, the years 1626-1631.

These have been printed in O’Donov-

an’s woerk—now hard to procure—The
0’Donnells in Exile; but Mr. Rupert
O’Cochlainn kindly sent me copies of
them.

conquest, and after

307,

Allow me, then, Monseigneur, to
unite my voice with those of so many
others, that I may add my most
humble thanks, and that I may give
Your Eminence a further opportunity
of deserving well of this island.

Thne late Mons. O’Reilly, Bishop
of Raphoe, having been reduced as a
result of several years’ illness, to a
state of second childhood, committed
the care of his diocese to his Vicar
General, The pastors of the diocese
having cause to complain about this
man, wrote to me, as did a neighbour-
ing Bishop, a year ago, to interest my-
self in having a "Coadjutor mnamed,
and they asked me to arrange it so
that the choice would fall on the Revd.
Father Patrick Thally of the Order of

81 have.to thank my confrere, Father
Bede Lane, O.F.M., St. Isidore’s
College, Rome, tfor drawing my
attention to this, and also to the
other dotument quoted in the lat-
ter part of this article. It was he
who kindly supplied me with
copies of them.

Apropos of the suggestion that there
was in Raphoe a tradition tnat the
O’Donnells had a voice in episcopal
-appoihtments, it is of interest to
note-that Hugh O Donnell, pastor
of Killybegs, writing to Rome on
- 25th August, 1777, stated : ‘It was
formerly the custom that on the
death of a bishop (of Raphoe), our
most noble patron, O Donnell . . . :
with the consent of the Chapter
always presented the most worthy
candidate . . .’ He means, pre-
sumably,that O Donnell presented
a candidate to Rome for approval.
But one cannot give too much
credence to that statement; for the
pastor of Killybegs was at logger-
heads with his bishop when he
made that assertion; he had an
axe to grind.
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St. Francis, The reply which I gave
to these gentlemen was that they had
only to make their complaints Known
to the Sacred Congregation, and then
send a postulation for this Father.

As a result of all this I received

some time ago letters from these
gentlemen informing me that they
have followed my advice, and renew

their entreaties. I have learned, how-
ever, that this petition has not arrived
in Rome. But in order to convince
Your Eminence that its non-arrival
has been due to some accident which
one cannot explain, I am sending to
the Revd. Father who will have the
honour to give you this, the two latest
letters which I have received on the
subject, (and) which he will com-
municate to you.

Your Eminence wili be surprised
that I should have been approached
on a matter which .seems so little in
my line. It is because these gentlemen
imagine that a certain right of petit-
ion belongs to the descendants of
those ancestors (of mine) who did so
much good for religion in those re-
gicns, and that they like to Dbelieve
that I shall always interest myse!f in
anything that may advance.the glory
of God, and contribute to the welfare
of persecuted religion in that country.

It is above a!l this last reason
that induces me to recommend the
Revd. Father Patrick Thally as a truly
apostolic man. I do not doubt but
that he will fulfil the desire which
Your Eminence has always shown of
sending worthy, tireless workers %o
this mission.

POTEEN DEATH
Stranorlar, Dec, 23, 1842.

While the Revenue Police, station-
ed at Stranorlar, were searching for
poteen in the Barnes mountain they
discovered a still house at work, its
fire going etc. In it lay two men in-
sensible from drinking and a third
man dead.

Having recommended to Your Em-
inence a matter which will be all the
more dear to your heart because it
concerns the glory of God and the
salvation of souls, there remains for
me only to offer you the deep respect
and great esteem with which I have
the honour to be the very humbie and
obedient servant of Your Eminence,

Count O Donel,
Lieutenant-General in the
service of their Imperial Majesties.-

From Vienna, 9 July, 1777

This document poses some inter-
esting questions. First, who exactly
was this Count O Donel? Obviousiy he
was a descendant of one of the exi]-
ed O Donnells—of those who, as the
writer says, ‘did so much good for re-
ligion in those regions’ (Ireland).
And he states that the cause of reiig-
ion in Ireland will always find in him
a warm supporter. Unfortunately he
did not sign his baptismal name. But
Myr. Rupert O Cochlainn kindly in-
forms me that he has no hesitation in
identifying him with Major-General
Henry, Count O Donel, founder of the
present Austrian line.l9 Mr. O Coch-
lainn’s biographical note on Count
Henry runs: ‘Henry of Aughty, Mur-
risk, Co. Mayo, founder of the present
Branch of the O'Donnelis in Austria.
He was born in 1729 (the date always
given on the Continent is 1728). He
entered the Austrian Service at the
age of 16, and was reputed to have
been the handsomest man in the army.
In 1754 he married Leopoldine, Prin-
cess Cantacuzene, at the express wish
of the Empress Maria Theresa, who
gave the bride a dowry of three
estates in Galicia, and led her to the
altar on her wedding day. Henry was
very influential at Court. He was a
great favourite with the Empress,
who, when disposing of her jewellery
after her husband’s death, presented
Count Henry with some ~ fine pieces
for his wife. In 1754 he had attained
the rank of Captain. He fought in-the
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campaign of 1759. During the Seven
Years’ War he held the rank of
Major. On 30th April, 1762, he receiv-
ed the Seventh Promotion with the
Small Cross of the Military Order of
Maria Theresa. In 1783 he was pro-
moted Co.onel. In 1767 he was given
command of the O’Donnell Regiment
of Cuirassiers. He became Major-Gen-
eral in 1771; and in that same year
he retired from the army. He died in
Galicia on 4th August, 1789’

Clearly Count Henry was a man
of standing in the Catholic Court of
Austria. Those who sought his influ-
ence in favour of Father Thally’s ap-
pointment as Coadjutor to the See of
Raphoe must have felt that his word
would carry weight in Rome.  That
raises the further interesting ques-
tions: who were ‘the rastors of the
diocese’ (Raphoe), and who was the
‘neighbouring bishop’ who Wwrote to
the Count in 1776 to interest himself
‘in having a Coadjutor named’ for
Raphoe? We do not know. Further-
more, ‘the two latest letters’ sent to
Count O Donel, and forwarded by him
to Rome, have not, so far as the pre-
sent writer knows, been discovered.

But Count O Donel was not the
cnly person resident in Vienna whose
influence was sought in support of
Father Thally’s nomination as Coad-
jutor to Dr. O Reilly. From the Aus-
trian capital there came another plea
in favour of the Franciscan. This is
a short letter, written in Italian, and
addressed to Cardinal Castelli. It is

PR

9For ref. to source of original see
Appendix I

10 The discrepancy in military rank
 hetween the titles ‘Lieut.-Gener-
al’ and ‘Major-Gepneral’ is, Mr.
O Cochlainn thinks, purely ter-
minological; the Austrian ‘Major-
General’ corresponding, probably,
in status with ‘Lieut.-General’ in

French usage.

"|Raphoe in favour of

dated 12th June, 1777. It was written,
therefore, almost one month before
Count O Donel’s appeal. As it contains
a few interesting points, I give a free
translation of it: ‘My Most Eminent,
Very Reverend, and Right Honourable
Sir, The respectful petitions of the
Catholics of the diocese of Raphoe, in
the kingdom of Ireland, will already
have reached Your Eminence, and as
they concern the granting of a Coad-
jutor to the present Bishop because
of his ill-health and advanced age, I
respectfully take the liberty of uniting
my prayers to those already sent you
by the Catholics of Raphoe in favour
of Father Patrick Thally of the Order
of St. Francis. This religious has
spent many years teaching philosophy
and theology with distinction in Pra-
gue, and has been here in Vienna for
the past nine years, where he has
been of great help to the {English
Catholics, who are fairly numerous
here. His Superiors also express the
most favourable opinions of him. With
deep respect I most humbly klss Your
Eminence’s hands.

Earnestly renewing my petlt_lon,
and rejoicing at having this occasion
of once more assuring you of my re--
spectful homage, ' o

I remain,

Your most humble and most
devoted servant, ‘

Ccale (?) Migazzithi (?)11

The writer of this short letter—
his name cannot be deciphered with
certainty—is aware that petitions
have been sent from the Catholics of
Father Thally’s-
appointment as Coadjutor to the in-
firm and aged Dr, O’Reilly. The words,
‘Catholics of the diocese,” would seem
to suggest the lay faithful—as distinct
from the pastors mentioned in Count
O'Donel’s letter. Unfortunately, the
‘respectful petitions of the Catholics,”
like the ‘the two latest letters’ refer-
red to by thc Count, have not come
to light.
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As the original of this letter is in
Italian, one may legitimately surmise
that the author of it was an Italian,
possibly a Papal dignitary resident in
Vienna, and possibly well known to
Cardinal Castelli. It the latter suppos-
ition were really true, then those who
appeaied to him to plead for Father
Thally’s appointment, would  have
done so with some confidence that
his advocacy of their candidate would,
like Count O Donel’s patronage, carry
weight in Papa! circles. The Francis-
can’s supporters were certainly active

on his behalf. Yet the tone of this
letter seems rather formal. One gets
the impression, 1 think, that the

author has been asked to use his influ-
ence in this matter of the nomination
of a Coadjutor to the Bishop of
Raphoe, and unwilling to refuse this
request, has penned a formal—certain-
ly not a very enthusiastic—support-
ing plea.

Would it be presuming too much
tc see Franciscan influence behind
both these appeals to Rome? Dr.
O Reilly’s two predecessors in the See
of Raphoe had been Friars Minor. The
friars may well have suspected that
Dr. Anthony Coyle, the Vicar General
to whom Dr. O Reilly had ‘committed
the care of the diocese,’, and who, it
was probably felt, would be his per-
sona! choice as his successor, might
not be particularly friendly towards
them. The Irish Franciscan house in
Prague had kept Irish Friars in close
touch with the descendants of the exiled
Irish nobility., The head of the Aus-
trian line of O Donnells was, most
likely, well known to them. It would
have been an easy matter for them to
secure his support for their candidate.
The friars would also have known
others whose influence at Rome might
te!l in their favour. All this is con-
jecture; and yet it may mnot lack
foundation in fact.

Of Father Thally almost nothing
is known beyond the few facts given

in the above letter. In 1778 he was
appointed Guardian of Drogheda, and
again in 1778. 1n 1782, 1784, 1785, 1794
and 1796 he was nominated titular
Guardian ot Carrickfergus. He ‘Wwas
aiso appointed titular Guardian of
Lisgool in 1790 and 1791. At Chapters
held in 1779 and 1781 he was elected
Custos. His baptismal name was Pat-
rick, and his religious name, Francis.12

Of course it is hardly necessary
to add that Father Thally was not

appointed to the See of Raphoe. That

honour fell to Dr. Coyle.

APPENDIX (A)
Monseigneur :

Les soins de Votre Eminence pour
la mission d’Irlande ¢t les peines que
vous voulés bien vous donner pour
cette lle infortunée meritent les sen-
timents de la reconnaisance la plus
sincere de tous ceux qui s’interessent
au bien etre de ce pais. Permettés
donc, Monseigneur, que je joigne ma
voix 2 celle de tant d’autres, que je
vous en fasse mon remerciment le
plus humble; et que je fournisse &
Votre Eminence une nouvelie: occas-
ion de bien meriter de cette lle.

Feu Mons. O’'Reilly Eveque de
Raphoe aiant é'é réduit depuis quel-
ques ann années 2 un etat de seconde
enfance par ses infirmites commit le

soin de son diocesz & son Vicaire
général. Les Pasteurs du DioCese
aiant sujet de se plaindre de cet

homme, m’ecrivirent avec un Eveque
voisin, il y a un an, pour m’engager
a4 m’interesser a faire nommer un
Coadjuteur et me prierent de faire en
sorte que le choix tombat sur le Revd.
Pere Patrice Thally de l'ordre de S.

11 For original and its sourCe, see
Appendix B.

12 Chapter Acts. Information Kkindly
supplied by Very Revd. Fr.

Canice Mooney, O.F.M.
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Francois. La résponse que jc donnai De Votre Eminencz
a ces Messieurs fut, qu’iis navoient| A Vienne ce 9 Juillet 1777

qu'a faire leurs plaintes & la Sacrée| Le trées humble et obeissant
Congrégation et puis envoier une pos- Serviteur

tulation pour ce Pere. IEn conséquence’ ‘Le comte O Donel
de quoi je recus il y a quelque tems| Lieut. General au

des Lettrcs de ces Messieurs par Ie's-l Servicg de Leurs Maj. lmp.13
tjuelles ils m’informent gu’ils se. sont
conformés 4 mon avis et renouvellent:
leurs instances. Je viens cependant -
apprendre que cette yrésentation n’est’
point arrivée & Rome, mais pour que Saranno di gid pervenute a V.Ema
Voire Eminence soit convaincue que: le riverenti suppliche dei Cattolicj
cela n'est arrivée que Ppar quelque|della Diocesi di Raphoe nel Regno

APPENDIX (B)

Emo e Rmo Sig. mio Ossmo.

accident on ne sauroit répondre
jenvoic au Revd. Pere qui aura
’'honneur de vous remettre celle-ci,
les deux dernieres lettres que j’ai
recues & ce sujet, qui'il vous commun-
iquera.

Votre Eminence sera  surprise
(qu'en se soit addressée a moi dans une
affaire qui paroit etre si peu de mon
resscrt. C’est que ces Messieurs s'imma-
ginent qu’une espece de droit de preé-
sentation appartient au descendant de
ces ancétres gqui ont fait tant de bien
& la religion dans ces <cantons; et

qu’ils veulent bien croire que je m’in-,

teresserai toujours & ce qui peut
avancer la gloire de Dieu et contribuer
zu bien de la veligion persecutee dans
ce pais. C’est surtout ce dernier motif
yui m’engage 4 vous recommander le
Revd. Pere Patrice Thally comme un
homme vraiment apostolique. Je ne
doute pas qu’il corresponde au desir
guc¢ Votre Eminence a toujours mon-
trée de fournir & cette mission des
ouvriers dignes et infatigables,

Apres avoir recommande a Votre
Eminence une affaire qui vous tiendra
d’autant plus & coeur qu’elle regarde
la gloire de Dieu etle salut des ames;il
ne me reste qu’a vous prier le profond
respect et U'estime la plus grande avec
laquelle j’ai T’runneur d’etre.

-f
-7

d’Irlanda; e siccome si tratta di dare al
!; presente Monsignor Vescovo un Coad-
‘iutor per il cagionevole suo stato di
'salute, ed avanzata etd, cosi piglio la
rispettosa likorta d’unire le mie pregh-
iere a quelle gia inviatele da cattolici
della detta Diocesi in favores del P.
Patrizi Thally dell’ ordine di S. Fran-
cesco. Ha questo religioso passati piu
‘anni nel convento di Praga insegnando
'ia Filosofia . Teologia con molta lode,
|e sono ormai nove anni, che si trova i
questa Capitale, servendo con non
'mediocre profitto i Cattolici Inglesi, i
‘quali ci sono ir non poco numero. I
'suoi superiori parimente gli dano le
'piu vantaggiose testimonianze; e pieno
idel piu riverente ossequio bacio a Vra
Ema umilissimamente le mani.

|
]
|

| Di Vra Ema alla quale rinnovo

'con tutta DP’effcaia le mie suppliche, e
' Vienna li 12 ‘Giugno 1777

'mi rallegro ¢’aver questa occasion di
‘rinovarle la mia riverente servitu

Sig. Card. Castelii Roma

Umilissmo Devsso Servitore

Ccale (?) Migazzithi (?) 14

113 Arch. de Prop. Scritture non riferite
1777-1778. Ibernia v. 13, f. 135r-
133v. The signature, in a different
hand from :_st of letter, is presum-

~ably the Count’s autograph.

14 Arch. de Prop. Scritt. non rif. 1777-
1778. Ikernia v. 13, 7. 123r.




Ancient Roadways Of Donegal

(By PATRICK J McGill, F.R:S!A.1)

The: Roman occupaticn of Britan,
which endad about the beginning of
the fifth century, left that couniry
wlth numerous good roads which,
howewver, were sadly neglacted for ccn-
turieg after., Ireland, also, had its
ancient roadways. The annals of thsz
Four Masters ment'on five great high-
ways that radiated from the capital

' scat at Tara to the provinces, One
of these, the Slighe Miodhluachra, led
Ncrth through the Newry Gap and
coentinued to the nornth-east corner of
Lough Neagh, whizre the main fork
turncd westward aicross the Ford of
Toome to A'lzach and Derry. Another
line to Tir Conall spanned the Ford
of Camus souith of Colerain2, Within
its cown immediate territory Aueach,
uandoubtedly, had (ts roadways lnk-.
ing up with the fortresseg of its sub-
chifeftalins, occupying strategic pomts
by mcuntain pass and Atlantic head-
land, Over tha same routes our early
sants travelied from Gartan, Raphoe
and Drumolm to thefr various out-
posts of Christianity.

ST. PATRICK IN DONEGAL,

St. Patrick, journeying from Con-
naught, croscsd the Assarce at Bally-
shanncn, He travelled by Donegal
and Barm:smore to Stranorlar and
along the Frnn Valley to Donaghmose
amd Alleach—z route which was, in
all prcbakility, the ancient line of]
communicaticon betwzen the Royal]
Fortress of the North: and Rath|
Cruacham, captal of Connaucht, and
terminus of another of the five great
highways—An Slighes Asall. From
Aflzach he wang around . Innishowen
by Dromim, Carndonagh, Movllle and

i northward  to Ma;gil]s‘ig:aln, a roucz

which we venture top assume was the
principal highway of the peninsula.
EARLY ROADS IN IRELAND,

Early roads in Ireland were of
three main typss—those formed of
pianks laid on a brushwood founda-
tion, those of cobbled sione, and
others that were merely paths, wher?2
crcps need not be sown, and instead
of being tenced were marked with
slakeg or standing stones, In 1833 a
wooden house found at a depth of 16
feet in a bog at Drumkeslan, near
Mountcharies, had traces of a paved
road leading to it. The pav.ng rest-
ed on sleepers of timber. A road-of
the plank variety found in Co, Gal-
way has bz2en found to be of late
Bronzas Age date.

TRACING ANCIENT ROADS.

By the place names of our coun-
try-side we can trace many of our
Ancient roadways, Such places con-
tain words l'ke slighe, a highway,
tochar, a caus:way bealach, a pass-
age, ceish, o wattled path; casan, a
footpath, bothar, a cattle-track,
bearna, a gap, and braghaia, a gorgea.
Rlver crossings are found under
coradh, a wseir, scairbh, a gravel-
bank, ath, a ford, clochan, steppingz
stones, cliath, a hurdle-ford, and
fearsad, a sand bank at mouth of
river. Those interested in the m-
portance of water-crossngs in the
lives of our ancastors should read
“Historic Fords of Donegal” by Very
Rev. T. J. Molloy, D.Ph., in the
Annual for 1951,

" South of Ardara (on the way to
Killybegs) can still" be discernzd
parts of the old road from which the
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Ntek of the Ballagh and Meéenavalley
take their names. We have Bealach
na g¢gCreach (passage of the cattle
spoils) on the mounta'n road between
Glentics and the Reelin, Casan na
mBrathar  (the monks’ pathway)
crossss the foot-hills of Bluestack
towanrds Donegal, Close to Brockagh
we have Cloghan and the ‘townland
of Cloncleigh .(meadow of the hurdle-
bridge). Old time highways are well
represented in the toponomy of
Inishowen. We have Togher cause-
way), Gl:ntogher and Maghtogher,
Anmaslee (the ford of the highway)
and Ballylawn (bealach Leathan).
Enshrined in the folklore of
North-West Donegal is the old road-
way which crossed the hills from
Gwesdore to Cloghameely, passed by
Keeldrom and Cashel and continued
on to the old churchyard of Tullagh-
L2gly — then the burtal-place for
Lower Gweedors, Part of its course
gcross the mountain is marked by
seven Standing stones, known as “Na
Seaicht Leachitai” erected, it is said

to guide travellers in darkness and in
mist, Another storied highway in
the same area walg that which ran
from Dunlewy, through Termon to
Liztterkenny.
WARFARE RETARDS PROGRESS.

For many centuries continucd
warfare in Ireland prevented much
progress in road-making  Besides
there was the very important con-
sideration that facilities for commun-
ication would be more advantageous
to the ememy than to the lightly-
armed Irish troops. Furthermore
Irish chieftaing almost invarwably
selected inaccessible situations for
strongholds and residences. Consc-
quently we can understand why there
was little or no roadbuilding in Don-
egal for centurles before the Flﬁg&lrﬁ
of the Earls in 1607, :
STATUTE LABOUR SYSTEM 1614

In 1614 the Statute Labour sys-
tzm of road-making (already in-op=
eration in England) was Introduced

into thig country. By th’s enactment
| every - house-holder

and cottage--

ATLEACH — ROYAL FORTRES OF THE NORTH
(S=e reference page -493).. .
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labourer inhablting the parish was
obliged to give six-days labour at
road-making every year This sys-
tem having proved inadsquate an
act of 1711 aliowed Grand Juries to pre-
sent money towards making and repair-
ing the highways in addition to Statute
Labour., Both together having proved
insufficient the Turnp.ke systéem was

introduced in 1730, but owing to lack |

of traffic this system did not thr.ve
either.

17th CENTURY ROADS IN DONEGAL
From reports of the mperod it
would seem that thie earlier systems
wene no more successful jin Don:zagal
than elsewhere, Two eminent his-
torians have stated that in 1650 amd
long aftcr there exsted no road in
Domnegal except the roughly laid
thorough-fare for <soldiers between
Ballyshannon and Lifford, The V.car
Gemneral of the diocese of Raphos
writing to the Cardinal-Szcretary of
Propaganda about 1671 referg to the
roads of the diocese as
“those rugged paths truly like to
those of the Alps or ‘he Ap-
pcnines”,

OUR RIOADS IN THE 18th CENTURY

Even the mnext hundred years
brcught little change except in a few
districts, To the industry and ob-
servation of Rev, Dr.. Pococke who
travelled in Donegal in 1752 we are in-

debted for a description of many of |

our roads, He gives special praise to

Mr. Wray of Ardes for
“those fine roads which are made
over Lough Salt mountain, and
in other parts, laid out so as to
be finished in about seven years:
by alloting such a measure of
road y:arly to each house, ac-
cording to the value of the land
they hold: they are twenty-one
fezt broad, with a margin on
each side of green turf about
two feet wide; they are first

raised with the e€arth that Iis
thrown up to make a fossee--ca
each side, then they lay a coat
of broken quarry stones, on that
some earth and gravel at the
top. These roadg cons.dering
the cheapness of carriage on
little trucks drawn by onz horse
almost answer the end of water
carriage, for they will draw a
hogshead of wine, or anything
not exeeed:ng 600 lbg in weight,
and one man will: attend three
or four of them They commonly
feed thelr horses on the grass
they find on the road . . . ”

In the neighbourhood of Kilma-
crennan he saw an extraord.nary old
road built along the edge of a preci-
pice with a deep lake directly urder
it, The boggy nature of the road
from Falcarragh westward was a
great hindrance to hig progress, bui
he encountered his most s2r.ous dif-
ficulty in: the Glasbegg'n Mill area of
Templecrone. The road was absoluiely
impassable, but, ' '

“the gulde went to the mil] and

brought a board and an oxe’s

skin, So laying sodg and heath
on the skm, and the board on
that, and sods on each side of it
to keep the horses from slipping
in, we crossed on them safely
and passing on still over bog.

When, we: came to any narrow

passes  the horses leaped

them . .  ”

On the way to Lettermacaward
he “chose to go on the edges of
hanging grounds and over rivlets or
low places which are driest”. Having
crossed Gweebarrg Bay on a curragh .
while his horses swam over he came
in two miles to the Rectory of Innis-
keel, “the first half op the strand,
and the remainder within-the sand-
banks”. Evidently there was no road-
way. While here he was told of a
highway that had been built froem
near Lough Finn to Strabane H:
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crossed the Owenea on a bridge and
the Ardara river on a bridge. Ap-
proaching <Carricknamchill on his
way to Kllybegs he travelled over
“the long bog of Stragar on, a Vvery
good road”, and he gave special
pralse to the high-way betwesn Bal-
lintra and Ballyshannon.

RUADS OF KILLYBEGS.

The road through Stragar must
have been of recent construction for
a map of 1749 (Bell’s map of the
Murray-Stewart estate) shows no
road through Carricknamohill, Faif-
annamn, or the ~Commons, but the
Bungostin River had a ladder-shaped
bridge across it. It may have been
that carriage-way roads only were
markzd by somsa of those €arly map-
makers., Accordmg to Bell “The
Great Road” running between the
town-parks of the “City of Killybegs”
turned abruptly at Knocknagmn,
where it parted with itg fenices, cross-
ad at the end of Loughead and over
Carnmore in the direction of Bruck-
less, In 1765 thirteen new pipes at a
cost of 10/- each wsare constructed
- between Carricknamohil] and Killy-
b:2gs. In the same year bridges of
stone and lime iwere built at Carrick- |
namohill, Faifannan and Owenamal-
lagh (was this latter the Commons ?).

GRAND JURY PRESENTMENTS,
1753-1800,

Frcm the Grand Jury records of |
1753-1800 we learn that thig was a |
period of great activity in road-
makng and bridge-building. Many
previously bullt roads were diverted
or reconstructed in accordance with
the requirements of wheeled traffic
then coming into voguz. Here and
there through-out the county can
still be seen traces of earlier roads
running dead straight up hill- and
down without regard to gradient or
cantres of population, A classic ex-

| 1757

ample is the ola road (never com-

pleted) from Ardara Diamond across
Drumbarron, and over the hillside of
Cashel to the Nick. The present road
from Ardara to the Nick was lald out
and gravelled 14 feet wide in tn2
years 1766-68. The causeway previous-
ly in use ran close to the r.ver in the
bottom of the valley.

EXTRACTS — A FEW OF MANY

1756. A bridge over the River FLnn
on “the Great Road from
Boylagh to Ballybofey” was
built at a cost of £165.

The road from Mountcharles
to K.lraine was in course of
cons.ruction, and 9 bridges
and 48 pipss were bult on
the “Great Road” leading
from Ballintra to Pettigosz,

£9 was paid to James Hamil-
ton and wm. Br' cz to build
a bridge of one arch over the
River of Killybegs. . 5

The road from Tryenagh to
Gweebarra was coated w-th
stones and gravel at a cost of
£105. ,

On the “Great Road” from
Donegal to K.llybegs a new
sectlon was opencd through
the lands of Drumark and
Balliweel, another through
the lands of Mounicharles
and Drumore, and a third
through Car ricknagore,

176{]L—Ne-w Bridge over the Glen

River, New road to bs run
stra.ght through the lands
of Straid, Curtecro and Carrick,

eg:nning at Straid and end-
ing at the Bridge of Glen.
Requz2st of Rev., Robert
Phillips and Andrew Hamil-
ton, :

1780 A bridge over the River Clog-

hanlea (Dungloe).

1761 New Road from Letterkenny to

Ballinamora. _

1762 £141-15s, granted to bulld a

four arched bridge of stonz

1756

1757

1758
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1766
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1767

1768

1768

1771

1771

1771

1783

1783

1787
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and lIme over the River
Clady on the “Great Road”
from Dunfanaghy to Killy-
- begs,

New road Clecnmanny Br. to

Buncrana, New road (part)
Carn to Culdaff.

Ballindrait, &£6 presented to
fill up and pave 210 yards of
the street beginning at the
N.W. end of the town and
endng at John Killoon’s
house.

Ballindraitt £13-5-8 presented
to pave 672 yards of the
street, beginning at the bridge
and leading towards Castle-
fin at 4d per yard, also 1,000
loads of clay at id per load.

New rcad through Shaillogans |

and Derryloughan to Gwee-
barra River,

Sceticn of new road between
Letterkenny and Raphoe sO
as to avoid the extraord.nary
steep hill at Lismonaghan.

£257-8-8 presented to build a
bridgs over the river of Don-

egal.
Glen to Killybegs, Repalr
bridge of Portachran, build

arches at Argall, Derryla-
hane and Roxborough.

Repa’r the road from Keen-
aghan (Kilcar) to Murphy's
Ford.

New road from Ballyerriston
through Clogher to Narin.
The old road veered seaward
via the Castlegoland houses).

New rocad from Dunkineely
through Castletown and
Loughmuilt,

New road from Calhame Lough
to Bruckiless.

Glenties-Maas. New road to be
opened at request of Right
Hon, Wm. Conygham through
Maas, Letterilly, Lough Cril-
lin, Stranaglough and Gort-
namucklagh,

1788 New road Maags to Gweeparra.

1792 Mountcharles-Ardara New road
through Castlogary and Car-
rickatleve.

ARTHUR YOUNG, 1776-79.

Arthur Young in his “Tour - of
Ireland”, 1776-79 +was - particularly
impressed w.th the excellence of the
roads in every part of the country.
“I could”, he says, “trace a routs
upon paper as willd as fancy could
dictate, and everywhere I found
beautiful roads without break or
hindrance - . . I found it per-
fectly practicable to travel upon
wheels by a map.” We must remem-
ber, however, that our traveller avoid-
ed the more backward parts, and also
that his comparison was based on
the roads of England which, from
sheer neglect, had got into a deplor-
able condition,

In Donegal he confined his itiner-
ary to the road from Raphoe and
Convoy through Barnesmore to
Mountcharles and  Ballyshannon,
with a visit to Killybegs, In Clon-
lefigh there was no such thmg as a
whezled car, and on the road to Bal-
lybofey he met “oxen drawing sledge-
cars of turf, single with collars”. Of
the road to Barnes Gap he writes, “I
had oftecn heard of roads being mad:
over such quaking bogs that they
move under a carrlage but could
scarcely credit it. I was, however,
convincad now, for in several places,
every step the horse took, moved a
ful] yard of the road in perfect
hcaves”’—a description which enables
ug to form an op/mion of conditions
in more remote areas.

POST ROAD ACT, 1792

The Post Roads Act of 1792
(amended 1805) was designed “for
improving and keeping in repair the
Post roads in this kingdom for the
better conveyance of His Majesty’s
malls by coaches, and for the greatar
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security of persoms travelling there-
in”’., Each surveyor was “to divest
himself entirely of any attachment
to proximity to the old road and
choose the best line for the (new)
road”. Hlllg were lowered and hollows
filled. About this time also milastones
were erccted, and travellers were
obliged to take the left hand side of
the road under g penalty of 10/-.

ABUSES IN.THE ROAD MAKING
SYSTEM,

' In thoga early years many abuses
crept into the road-making system.
The interests of the landlord nearly
alwa?s pre-dominated. New roads
radiated from Big Houses like rays
from a centre with a surrounding
space without amy communication.
Money presented for the construe-
tion or repair of public roads was
somstimes expsnded on = making
private avenues, Even this gave em-
ployment, but there werz Instances
where public money was paid out
and not one parch of road made any-
where. In one county (mot Domegal)
abuses were so glaring that the fol-
lowing lines were writien :—

“From the mezasurer who lays
down the chain,

To him who grasps the sacrilig-
eous galn; .

Thro’ every stagse, on aa,th the
prociss speads,

And all the swearers have their
sev’ral meeds;

Hence are confounded, abstract,
right and wrong,

Scruples arz jests and morals are
a song”,

McPARTLAND STATISTICAL
SURVEY, 1802.

Dr. McPartland tells us that the
success of the Winter fishing in the
Rosses in 1784 and 1785 induced
Col. Conyngham- to expend a sum of
fifty thousand pounds (£50,000) in

buildng houses and stores on the
island of Innishmalcadurn, “and in
making roads through the mountains
to the champain parts of th: coun-
try”. “Nothing can exceed”, he con-
tinues, “the goodness of the roads of
this county, In the mountain regions
the materialg are everywhere a¢ hand
and the roads remarkably smooth
and excellent. To this there is but

one exception, that is the coast-wise

road from Rutland towards Derry”.

ROADS OF KILLCAR AND
GLENCOLUMBKILLE.

~ We can be quite certain that the
ecclesiastical foundations of the
Glencolmkille peninsula in early
Christ’an times had a road-way con-
nection with the principal monastic
establishments of Tlrcanaill, and the
natural course for this route would
by via the livtle monastic ccllg of
Killybegs (Na Cealla beaga). Along
this way travell:d such notable sa.nts
as Colmkille, Meadhog of Ferns, Naat
of Inver, Ciaran of Ossory, and holy
hermits like Aodh Mac Bric and
Bishop Assicus. St, Claran’s well by
the roadside at Shalvey marks one
of their resting places.

Historians in tracing the course
of anclient lmes of communication
generally assume that most, if not
all, battles were fought adjacent tg a
main road, The baltle of Derrylahane
in 1580 between Red Hugh's mother,
an Ineen Dubh, and her step-son,
Donal O’Donnell wag hardly an  ex-
ception. The road to Glen in those
days was little more than an opsn
track, levelled and worn with cen-
turies of use. Siil] it sufficed to brng
two armies, with their equipment
together, Bell’'s map of 1749 (referred
to at Killybegs) shows a ladder-shap-

<d bridge spanning the river from-

Letter to Drimnafinagle, about the
same position as the present bridge,
but there is no sign of a paved road
way at either end.
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A CARRIAGE ROADWAY TO
GLENCOLMKILLE

A street of K:llybegs known as
Old Fintra. Road was the outlet for
the first paved highway to Fuintra,
Kilcar and Gl:ni, The steep Sdver-
minz hill adjacent to the town held
no terrors for those early road engin-
ecrs, Itg site through Fintra and
Largy was the same ag that of the
present road. But at Kille (Cun-
ningham’s), Instead of inclining
shoreward, it shot across the hillside
through Largymora and ahove the
larger village of Bavin where jt turn-
ed Westward to Gortnagillagh and
continued to Kilcar. From Kilcar it

passed through Ballintemple, Curris,

Portaichran, D:rrylahan, and across
the well known ford on the Glen
River below Carrick. Tradition has
it that a bridge erected at this point
at a later date was demolished over
night to prevent Revenu= Polic2
crossing to Glen.

From the Meenavean-Malinmore
junction the old- road took a ‘course
over the hill west of the present
road. It is stll mged for the transport
of turf Portion of a disused high-

way that ran from this pont to Mal- |

inmore s now submerged in Lough
Awa. Another old road to the Malins
went from Sean
Kllanid. Casan an Ghearrain was an
old pathway from Teclin to Malin-
beg.

MALINBEG,
THE ROXBORO RECTORY, 1750,

Road improvements in the Kil-|

car-Glen area are thought to date

from about 1750 when the first rec-

tory was budlt at Portachran (which
had been re-named Roxboro in the

reign of Charles II), The Rector whioi (Magucre).
was also landlord of Cuskry Glebe

Gleann through |

Jury to get presentments for the
dual purpose of employing his. ten-
ants and improving his property. One
of thesz roads, still pointed out, ran
from Cuskry over the top of Bogagh
and northward to Stralee] and Meen-
aneary. The main road was paved and
gravelled, and bridges and pipes
were built,

A Murray-Stewart estate-map of
1815 shows the road from Kilcar
through the Glen of Ballydubh and
over Mullanough, to Ardara. The con-
struct.on of this road may have been
due to the influence of the Nesbitts
of Woodhill who, as well ag bemgl
Grand Jurors, were landlords of Ar-
dara and of certain townlands ad-
jacent to Kilcar. At this point there
was - no roadway through Crove,
and- many of the houses stood
dangerously close to the bank of the
river, In 1831 the rcad from Glen-
colmkille to Leamagowra was 0
course of construction through Largy-
nasceragh and Stravalley, Many new
roads have been made since, and the
work goes steadily «cun.
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ASUS A CUrYD TUSMITCOIRT

I+ 1 oCip Doigne 1 n-1apcap Tip
Conaill hic NéLL a4 usa®  Seadan
Mac o Daipo ran dliavan, 1842, Ui
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Vaipo, an pile mop-cuiiteac 4 Cum .an
VAN TruAZCANTA rin & VAP Na nlantai
ran Rowh. Di olLah oe treid Mic «
Daio a5 Clann Valais 5o OCi Teids
ea® mi-fopcunac na nlaplai n 01410
oppead Cinn TtSaite. O'n uaip
rcaba®v asup Dibread na rili ATUT N4
reancatdte agur buread ap fean-rib-
1alTACT an Saeoil.

A Hale DUTCAIS 1MEASS st1aL

TR conaill

Dain moépen ve Clann thic a’Odro
pudta ran ruor tipe ™Mn  eaouapr  an
Deapnuipr Mop  agur an Taot Veana
1 n-1ancan Connoae Vin na nHall. Ta
anmneata na mbailte AsaNn map
cratusad an reo map té: Lemp thic
&Dapo, Cluan e ADaio, Canpraic
e D&ro asUr man rn.

& 015€ 1 mLUADSITAL Vi
DROC-SA05A1L

Dao ap an Cépcan, 1 dPE&RapTe
Ci1lL ACTA010, A TOLAD  Seatan Mac
A'Véio. Calt ré Tir 4 PAaosall A%
fobam ap TabdalTar beagy Talaim  Le
['n-ataipt agupr an cuo elle ve'n Tteag-
[ Lac. Connaic ré asur ofulang anar
ATUT Cruarotean ASur Tanntanny  an
FOMOC-1a0T Al At FEAD DUaDanTar an
"ganm. Ir 1omava rcéeal a Bl a1ge aAp
AN PAOSAl Leat-tromac 4 B ann an
‘t-am rin. Connaic ré TOar an imipce
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rdite. Connaic ré, vap Leip, veIesdn
Le rétm an Jaeoil 1 n-a  talam 0G¢-
cam.

DEAL-010CAS A5 AMRNEeAL,
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Al AT 4 SCWID Talatmh agupr a B anop
ap na besla o ¢eann Jo  ceann Na
h-Gipeann. Vi pdilce prompa 1 0018
Mic aDdipo agupr Gunnmnia na comanp-

485.



sean Mac SDAIRD
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“an HYORD naIsIUNTy”
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na h-a0Dair reo map banne Mty a3
Seatan Mac aDape. Vi an mam-
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eamail “Scaim Cip Doigne” % ¥
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% ¥ History and Antiquities of South

Donegal.
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mbailte, na cnuic, na h-aibne, na rpi-
tain tapc an saC Taoid 1 nSaeoily
Agur bad vear uard minagaod na
n-amnmneac¢ rin 4 cup potrh an T-aor
0%.

AT Mimeao

ACT nuaip 4 beipread ré Léigeadt

a1 Anoip 11 apir ap Stéip. na h-Cip-
cann A Ao® Ruad O Dormnant no
Cotan Ruad né ceannpuint Saeveal
ni Head na PAIroi Tuprad 4 Cuitce ag
éipceact Lewpr. Cug ré man  Tcéaona
na rcéala Frannaroeacta 0061L agur
Apdin ATUr nannta na  rean-giuroe.

Ni pad Seagan Mac o’Véiro san oiL-|

eamaInT 1 scuprai  minteodipeacta.
Vi ré an an ¢eao baicle a ¢uard To
Daile &ta Clat 'ra duavam 1869 Le
chpra otteamant o'faddil O'n Sealad
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Asur oltamm eile 1 gColdiroe Maoi-
brigoe. ‘V’godluim ré mondn 6 na
rcoldini mora reo ra’n  Teangaiv.
Frannarveact, reancar, Asur 40baip
L&1g5iin Saevealaca mar rin. Ap piL-
Lea® 00 'na belle Cpom ré aAp rocuno-
éan nior cruinne 4 véanam oe N4
h=-400Dain reo agur Lean 1é DOIL an
reat A raogail.

“PADRAIC” AN Fite

Nuair 4 Bi Seagan Mac «'Vaipo
AT Teasare rcoite 1 Matainn Mg cre-
CI0CFAD FA01 Na roiapnad acc Paopac

O Deipn (“Péoparc”) an pite. O'fér
muinnceanoar mop eatonpa. Cotmg
Seatan Mac 'Vdipo pert na  piuo-

eatTa 4 Hronn Dia an “Pdonaic” agur
It 1omoa 04n  bRéa SJaevilge ATA
ASAainn 04 bappn. Por Seagan Mac &
Vairo, Anna  Ni Ve,  oemdpidn
TPaoraic” asur Cait Ma0 raokal
rona 1 bFaitée Peanainn Jup reap on
bar 140. Oi octap ve muimgin aca,
ceitpe mac agur ceitpe miean.

AS ODAIR AR SON N4 sAaeTiILse

Vi Seatan Mac a'Vémmo  azur
“Paonarc” 1 gecomnaroe Le Céile anoir
i raogal agur raotan na bempte reo
com pigte puaiste 1 ngnaite Sazveal-
JCAIr NAC MbEad Ccunntar ap  ouine
AAIN 1 SCeANT Tan TRACT An an fean
oite. Da® oeacaip a mear anoipr 4n
mop-obain Talbead o  nrne an 04
Laeveal reo vo Caip na Teansta ran
am pin—¢6 1860 o oci 1900 nuaip a i
ri an deasdn Copao.

RO CONNRAD N4 TAeDILSe

Di reo blLiavdanTai raL ap cuipead
Conhpa® na Jaeviltge ap bun  asur
nuaip 4 bi opcé-mear agur Tapcuirne
an Saedeal an DIt & B 45 1D
Teanga ASur Tpéike o pnmip 4 com-
nedil be6. MA Bi Seagan Mac a'Vairo
oiuir VOTRACTAC 1ran obaip reo ni nad
“Pionaic” 'na TOrT nd na comnurve.”
i nad cumann ap bun a Bf a3z obaip
AR ron  NAMGnTacta nac¢ nab  an
bempc spreammiie ann.



ODLAIR San ortedn R

San Buavain 1878 oMty “Pav-
frarc” o Meimoca agup niop Brava 1
Nua®v €abpac é To pabd ré na ppriom-
ball o’en Cumann  Jaedealad  ran
Cataip rmn. Iy 1omova UTin & Bi anoir
anonn r anall eavan € réin  agur
Seatan Mac &a'Dépo. Vémug  Leo
ATAON DRAT na Sacoilge a  Connedil
1 n-dipoe tall agupr 1 brur. Ui tpéan-
‘Jaeveal ran Oitedn Up Le Lnn  an
AM4&  reo  Asup an  teankta  bed 1
mbDéal na Milte a Cuard anonn ran
mince top agur Hi “Pdopac”  man
DEaD 1é ra Baille na mearc. Ui nanta
AZUP AIP0i 1 nTae0ils aca ran “lmrh
World,” ‘“luprh €cho,” “‘lurh Amepc-
an,”  “Uaprh Advocate,”  “Dorcon
Pitot,” “Chicago Citizen,” ano  The
San Francirco “Leaven” agur B r-
Leaban mioramall cupta amac A% 4an
Cumann Jaevealac 1 Nuad €adpac.

AS SCRIOLAT

Scpiod Paoprarc Mmopdn
DANTA Aur na h-aipoi 1eo. Far am
céaona bi Seatan Mac a'Véipo 45
repiobat an na h=avbar céaona 00
na paIpé 1 mbhaite &ta Cuag, Véal
Foiiroe agur Voine. Cropean 0 reo
To 1ab obain Mo DéanTa—obaIp
rpdroe—agur outpait mait TOLTA A5
an 04 Taeveal rec 1 Hpao ral af culn-
ea® Connpad na Jaevilge ap bun.

ACT map oeipead  Seatan mac
&Dairo ni pabmuto act map SUT ran
FAPAC” TUR Cpuinmy MunnTip ha Tipe
g 1rceac 5o Connpad na Taevilze.
“N{ neanc gan cup le ¢éie” aveiread

“'(3{1'011010. L]

e na

A% SRI0SAD an pobail

i an s0ir 4% TUITim 4t an Vet
ACA ANOIP ACT mart rin yéin ni rarca
BHi rran Mmap Mbéad 1180 1 LAt na
bruigne. Curoly Mao 50 croroeamail
tetpr an Craoidin Aotdin a5 rcaba® an
c-rit 6 Tuaro & 6 Oear, toit  ARUT
tian, ran balle ATUr ran O1edn Qp
Ni 1ed crunniuga®d  ocn Connpa® i
zCiige Ulad nac rad Scagan Mac &

Ddipo 1 LaCat agup LG Mmae uaro
ORAID MIrnecamail a véanam ap na
h-0CA101 Peo ATupr N& VAOINEG NA Tpior-
a0 'un oitbpe A pron Tine azur
ceangta.

meas an Povail

D1ongantac an mear, 4an uppram
ATUPr an Znd0 4 B Ag cléip  azur
tuata 00’'n Jaeveal uaral reo. Ui
croroe na nodsome Leip. DI bpig agur
ciall 1 na ¢umo camnnta & tatin Leo
azur Bi craovaca ve Connpad  na
Taevilge A% éinse  ruar Asur  ag
bOTaD TO LAaroip cibe AT 4 OTEZEAD
ré Le sltuaireact na Teansia o Cun an
AZAT0.

Di Mmoo agur 6mor rpéipialta ag
manceond prcoile na Tipe 0VO’n rean-
Leothan mop-cproroctead, cantanac reo.
At Fead bLatantal pava B re Map
Cacaommleac ag Cumann na  Mam-
teoii 1 gConnoae Van na nSalt. Tok-
a0 ¢ ar an Coirve JIndéta map com-
valTa Leir an Craoidin agur an fian-
rac, €om Mac Néw, 0 Raidille agur
TAOIME  bpéadta eile aTd imaigte
Anoir Ler ‘na rionpraroedacta.

AR OLLam

Nuam & cuipeav Cotdiroc CLoe
Ceannfaoilio ap bun 1 oCip  Conaill
ran dliavam 1906, Bi Seatan Mac &
Daro ap vuine ove na h-ollam a i
ani. 1p minic a ol Una Ni Fammceal-
Lag agur Séumar O Seapcaty  onL-
ftaCT agur oilreact azur MAaCANTACT
Seatdin agup & Mmop-eolar A an
Sae0Ils. '

AN ceAsLOos 0 vomnaIll

Vi Seagan Mac «'Dapo 'na eil-
taca Latoit 45 an  €arbog O Doih-
naill nuatp ~ Ui reipean 45 obait SO
VOTRACTAC 1 Na VOIF éipeacttac  rém
teip an BaeOILg 4 ¢up’un Torard 1 oTin
Conaill. Cwroig ré Lewr Ferr Tin Con-
ALl 4 CUup ap bun ran dliaoan 1906 1
& oan Feir rin 4% oul ap a8a10 K0
Léromt g4a¢ bliadam 6 forn.San bLiah-
an 1907 ¢mp pao araon Coldiroe na
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5eAan Mac
sCeitpe MaZircit ap bun 1
Ceanainn. 0o

mnne ré obapt Mop-tainbead gao
bi ré raor peol.

U30VAR |
Cuip Seagan Mac a’Véiro eaga
00N

o an “Teagarce  Crioroatoe”
€arboxz O DVomnanll agur Lean re |

VO'N OLAIR PEO Fup PCoD pré “leabap

Upnuigce.” MNa
amac 6 na Lam “Cuairceanna an an
tSacamaint Neomea” (Naom Alphon-

rur)  asur aropa piop-mard ap ‘‘Nal

hemirat agur na Soirce1l.”  Annpmn

reriod ré rrac Leabap  vo o pairoi
rcoite, “Spate Cpann Citne,” agup!
cup ré 1 n-eagap “leabap  pILIDEACT!

memj
manceoini reoile o
CMrea®n an coldmrove reo ap bun agup
ar

nNo01A0 reo cummedd! bLliavan 1909 acc ni

A DARD

naroe pé1ro Le comamle & tabamc
VO10. 11 1o0mOA LTIt & repiod 1é an an
VOIS 1r'eo Aur I 10moa punt  apnsio
A TUS ré uaro ran ¢y ¢éaona. It
10MOa mac-Lé15inn a4 TARpAINEG ré faol
na HRAT agur Mmunlaly A 1Inntinn aguy
A Cro1roe 1 ngnrdo 0o Teantard azur
rean-Licroeact na h-Gipeann.

1 sCOL&ISDe naoh  a0amnam

V'émg ré apr obait prcoile  ran
repirce A B
nodn 06 annpin gémn. Cuip. an Te€ar-
vog O Vomnaill cuipead aip  teact
man olLamm  Jaeviltge To Coldiroe
Naomh AQoamnam 1 Leicip Ceanann.
Di o ¢roroe To h-tomildn ran  obain
rin agur o'fan ré ‘na ¢onn  To
VTANITS an bar ain. V'éag ré 1 mbliao-

F& comne na reoil” e Brumt curojam 1914, 1 n-a01r 404 BLIADAIN DEAT

mon oe vantys “Pdoparc” Ui Ve, o |
fean capa. Cutp pé amac  Leabap!
“crumneolair” & VEOIN TO MAIE VO
PAIroi reotle. Scpioba® 1é 1 vTolam.
1 NSAe0ILT pimpLIve roiLén agur  bi
ré an-cipamac pd UTmi agup gpram-
avac. D1omoa rin Litin & repiod  pé
CWz na papéin pd PoINnti gramao-|
age T bev é Bi Bin 1 noviorpdineadc
No 1 ZCONTPOID A IE man preo.

AN cdATAIR O TRAMNAIS

Curo1d ré Ler an Actair O Spam-|
natg na “Simple Lerrone in lmph” a
cup Le céile agur Bi - muimnteapoar,
mon catonra. i bliadamm amdm sgup)
CMT an beirt aca & Tewro  Laete
reoipe Le Ccéile 1 nSleann  Coluim
Citte 1 oTip Conant.

AN DOCTHIR ud ouInnin
Man an Tcéaona curo1d ré  Ler

an Doctum Ua Duinnin nuaip a4 Bi an|

TATANT Lé1Eeannta rin - A% cprunnig |
&0ban  an  Foclona. Cug  an

Voctup O Vuinnin cuaipt ap Seagan
Mac «’Déiro an read an ama rin agur
Cuard MAD Tenc ap Mondn ve N4
ceanncaint Saevealaca 1 oCip Conaill.
Ir 10moa O5oan a4 Bi faor Comaom ax

Seatan Mac aMamo. Vi ré 1+ gcom-

AT U TR p1cedn.

A DEIS-TRETE

Crioroaroe ve'n cCuro & bgeanp
bead Seatan Mac a'Ddaipro. Ni tig
VEANMAD 4 Déanam ar & Cprdidteact,
A CNeArtact asur 4 macantactc. Agup
Lelr na tpéite rmn B an uairLteact
AJUP Aan éagnaroedct. ACT 1 mbeanna
an Baogail—azur bviomida beapna 4

pear ré—bdi an mirneat ATUr an reap-

AMMAlaCT Agupr an rearmact ann bav
vual 00 tlan-oigne ve Clann Mic o
Dairo. Cug ré curoea® mait mop 00
AEBe6VH an Lé1ginn Saevealad a tad-
AT ‘un cInn agutr Léir an T-riol 4 cup
nuait & Bi Gipe an beagdn curoigce.
Véanpard Luce repiodta rcdine amac
ANNPO AN MoLAD VO aTA Tuillte aige,

mola® & Béar ag cup Leir an o
A0UDAINT an gile 4 n-a finnrean .
“Crann Mic a’Vapro an  Lé15inn

Laimn
fuam cdit 6 éigre Inre FaiL.”

Nnocal :
Seo tior curo ve’n rumntin A

¢moig Le Seagan Mac &’Véimo  ran
obain mon-tabvactae & Tanpaing ré
ait pémn. Ui rao corm-amreansad Lew
ATUP ruim Mmon A% T4C DUINe AC4 1A
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sean Mmac JLOLAIRD

Saevilgi— An Cdipveanal O lugox,
An Cdipoeanal O Dormnaitl, An DVoé-
tiin Mac Sumoin, Séamar O Créas,
Ancome O Docancard, An tdcapm O
Sramnas, An Voctim O Duinnin,
Paonaiz O Sallcoda.

Capa mop-croroveat plLditeamall
b’ea® an Cdipoimeal O Domnaill. Nion
VIOLTAIE 1€ AINSEeAD 1 N-40n am 0O
na h-G%04it reo 4 Hi ‘cup amac Lead-
Aol Saevilge nuain 4 Bi 4 ¢uroead
mactanac.

OlLam Le Jaediltgze 1 xColdiroe
Naomm Aoamnain v’esa® Séamar O
Créax. TRuzgad é an na Sleanncai 1
oCin Conanll Agur repiod ré monan
Leaban Jaevilge an read a paoiail.
Le1¢-Céan bLIAVAIN O ToIn Culp 1é 1

laVdio agur v1omoda

gl “Spamém na JSaevitge” “Clann
Lin” qc., “Progressive Studies in Irish”,
ATUP Leabdpai eile.

Vi captannar monp
tdtaipr O Jpamnad

CADAI  an
Asur Mac
ucin & reniod
ran cmg 4 céile.

An  Lleagan ULTAC aTA ap mondn
ve N4 focla 1 Broclém An Voccimp Ui
Duinnin ba® 6 Mac a'Véipo o ruain-
ear 140.

Oligeavony 1 mbDaille Von Ny
nSall v'ead Piopaic O Tallcodain.
Scolaip mait Jaevilge a B ann a4
w1 5o mon Le Connpad na Saed-
iILge Leit-céan bliavain 6 fomn. VEAS
ré £4,000 Le cuimneacdn a T6x4IlL 0O

na Ceitre Magircipt 1 nNOOn na nSall.

CREAT NORTHERN RAILWAY BOARD

DAY TOURS BY

MOTOR COACH

During the Summer Months

FROM BUNDORAN, BALLYSHANNON AND DONEGAL
to

ROSAPENNA, WEST DONEGAL, BELLEEK POTTERY,
LOUGH GILL, ROSSES POINT and SLIGO, MULLAGH-
MORE, ROSSNOWLAGH.

Full details of tours and services from Bus

Offices at

Bundoran, Ballyshannon and Donegal and at G.N.R. Railway
Stations at Bundoran & Ballyshannon.

Please ask for G.N.R. Descriptive Tours Booklet.

| Telephone : Ballybofey 5.

BRADLEY’S
WHITEHOUSE MOTOR SERVICE
Ballybofeyl, Co. Donegal.

ANY MAKE OF CAR SUPPLIED :
STANDARD, VANGUARD, AUSTIN, FORD
and DODGE VEHICLES.
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Four Ancient

Stone Forts

In County Donegal

BY R. F. G. ADAMS, M.A.

(Hons. Oxon.) F.RS.A.I,

Being so fortunate as to find my
friend and your Vice-President, Mr.
P. J. McGill, on holiday during a re-
cent stay in Ardarg I was enabled to
visit & number of sites of great amti-
quarian. interest in  particularly
favourabz circumstances, Having
read in some authoritative work, of
which the name of author and title |
escape me, that stone forts are al-
most unknown outside the South
Western counties, with the exception
of Grianan of Aileach, there referred
to by another name, I became anx-
ious to have this misconception cor-
rected as soon as I paid i visit to
Loch Doon last year. Visits to the
other forts which make up the sub-
ject matter of this article increased
this desire. A suggestion from Mr.
McGill gave me an opportunity for
allaying it, and I trust that this will
do something to put the Forts of Co.
Donegal ‘Oon the map’,

Since taking this article in hands
T have come across a reference in
J.R.S.A.I~ Vol vii No. 27, which
says inter alia :— ‘Islands, stone en-
circled, artificial or matural, are not
SO uncommon as was once supposed:
as in Ulster, especially in Donegal,
they are not uncommon, but unfortu-
nately in the latter county they now,
nearly invarlably are “Ka’l Gardens”
used to grow cabbagz plants on; the
plants in such isolated places being
more protected durlng winter from
the sheep and cattle than if on the

land, Perhaps the nced for this to

be better known will alone jusiify the
choice of subject.

First of the four Forts is Grianan
of Ailleach, to repeat the name us:d
in the monograph on the Fort pub-
lished by the Stationery Office in
1919; this itself being extracts from
the ‘seventy-sixth annual reparc f
the Commissioners of Public Works
in Ireland, 1907-1908’. The next few
paragraphs are extracted from this
monograph. o

The Grianan of Aileach was one
of the most remarkable and import-
ant works of ity kind ever erected by
the ancient Irish, being the palace
of the Northern Irish Kings from the
earliest age of historic tradition down:
to the commencement of the 12th
century. In 1101 the King of Munster
demolished the Grianan of Adleach,
and he ordered his army +to bring
from Alfileach to Limerick a stone of
the demolished building for every
sack of provisions which they had
with them.

It appears never after to have
been thoroughly rebuilt, |

During the years 1870-75 a local
resident, the Rt. Rev, Dr Bernard,
a.t his own expense, rebuilt a great
port.ion of this Ancient Stone Fort.

'He took the precaution of marking in

black colour th e walls at the
level at which he commenced the
rebuilding. The work done by Dr.
Bernard was in keeping with the un-
touched work then remaining,

This structure was vested in the
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FOUR ANCIENT STONE FORDS

Board (of Works) on 9th November,
1904, and initia] repairs have been
undertaken. The principa]l dimensions
of the Cashel or Stone Fort are
Diameter internally, 77 ft. 3 ins east
to west, and 76 ft. 6 ins, north to
south, walls 13 to 14 ft. wide at base,
averagng 16 feet in height, The en-
trance faces due east, and is 4 ft. 13
ins. wide at botton, and 3 ft 1% ins.
at top, and 6 ft. 1 in, in height,

There ds a small well which col-
lected surface water only, and was
prokably a cooking pit, Adjoining it
is an opening through the wall
measuring 18 inches wide and 14
inches high, narrowing to the outside
face to a width of 9 inches at the
bottom, 7 inchzs at top, and 1 foot in
height, There are remains of similar
forts and stone-roofed huts which
have not been vested. These ruins
represent the most ancient type of
construction in stone known in Ire-
land, and are composed of stones
laid dry without any cementing mat-
arial,

The Fort is situated in the County
of Domegal, about seven miles from
Decrry, on the summit of a hill 802
feet high, Three concentric ram-
parts surrounded the cashzl, or keep,
of. the fortress.

This wall is not quite perpendie-
ular on its external face but has a
curved slope, or inclination inwards,
I'ke Staigue Fort, in Kerry, and most
other forts of the kind in Ireland.
At the height of about 5 feet from
the base, on the interior face of the
wall, the thickmness is diminished
about 2 feet 6 inches by a terrace,
the ascent to which was by stair-
cases, or flights of steps, incrcasing
in breadth as they ascend and situ-
ated at each side of, but at unequal
digtances, from the entrance gate-
way., There was originally a suc-
cesslon of three or four such terraces,
ascend'ng to th: top, or platform, of
th2 wall. On €ach side of the en-

trance gateway there are galleries
within the thickness of the wall, ex-
tending in length to one-half of its
entire circuit, and terminating at
its morthern and southern points.
These galleries are in places 5 fieet
high, and have sloping sides, being
2 feet 2 inches wide at bottom, and 1
foot 11 inches at top; they are cover-
ed by large stones, laid horizontally.
In the southern gallery, and near its
eastern termination, there is a small
rectangular recess with a seat about
18 inches high. On each side of the
entrance passage there is a recess,
probably for the purpose of receiving
the leaves of a folding door.

The building stones average aboug
2 feet in length, and it is quite evid-
ent tinat they have been in many
parts squared with the hammer; but
not chiselled. But in the exterior
flace of the building the stones are
much more rounded, or worn at the
edges, and indicate from thelr state,
of decay, as well as from llchens
with which they are overgrown, a
very remote antiquity,

Between the third and fourth
walls (i.e the two outer ramparts)
there is a spring well, which. when
discovered was covered with a large
stone, and betweesn the second and
th'rd walls there is a small mound
having around it a circle of ten large
stones, laid horizontally and con- .
verging towards the centre, Whn
the mound was opemed shortly bzfore
1835, nothing was discovered in it
that would throw light on thn pur-
pose of its erection.

So much for the official record.
My own notes, of a visit on the 19th
June, 1952 mention the Grianan as
being much bigger than Staigue Fort,
the slight batter on thz outer wall,
already metloned, the inmer wall
b2ing apparently straight with a
number of steps and three terraces.
The opcning through the wall is re-

corded as a drain opposite the en-
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FOUR ANCIENT STGNE FORDS

tranc: which has a trabeatzd door-
way w:th large boulder as lintel the
boulder having bzen re-erected by Dr.
Bernard,

The well is noted as being called
St, Patrick’s Well and as being be-
side a path running down the hill to |
the south. The black restoration
ine is now ill-definad. The interior
of the fort is covered with grass.
There is g standing stonz on the low-
er slope of the hill on which the fort |
is erected. Local people seem to call
the Fort ‘Castle’ for I was asked,
“Were you up at the castle?’ by a
working man just as I reached the
rcad near Sp2en church. _

According to the Four Masters|
Grianan of Aileach was built circa |
1700 B.C. It was a onec-time residence
of the O’Neills of Ulster. Its status
as a royal seat was known to Ptolemy
in the second century.

While the Grianan of Aileach
stands up from the surrounding
plain and ig clearly visible from the
road, Loch Doon, the fortified island
forming the second fort under pre-
sent survey, is distinctly difficult to
find though the fortification makes
it easily recognisable when found,

One rasses a loch, Loch Birroge,
on the left of the main road leading
from Portnoo to Rosbeg., Just after
this there is a boreen to the left.
On2 turns down this boreen, which
has a low ridge on the right untl
onz comes to a cart track on the
right, Th's cart track runs along the
eastern extremity of the ridge and
lzads on up to a farm house situated
directly above the loch. On p. 28 of
Dr, Raftery’s ‘Prehistoric Ireland’ is
a view (fig. 20) of the fort where it
is described as ‘of drystone masonry’.
This site represents a compromise
be'ween a land c¢ashel and a crannog’,
The only other reference to it in
print with which I am acquainted
is in Dr. Praeger’s ‘The Way I Wen?’

in which he expresseg surprise at the

neglect of this important and inter-
esting site even by serious archaeolo-
gists and remarks that half the cir-
cumference of the wall js original
work, made up of dry boulders of
local slaty rock-shaggy, with a coat
of grey lichen: oval, not circular,
the grassy space inside 150 feet long
by 100 feet, by rule wall 12 ft. high,
battered on outside stipped on inside,
12 ft, thick at base, 8 ft. at top, with
a Creep passage,

My notes of a first visit to the
island, on the 29th June, 1952, tell of
two sets of steps inside, opposite €ach
other: traces of outside ledges which
might have been steps but which I
have since come to believe are ven-
tilator plugs for they are now mov-
able and clearly admit a current of
air into the creep passage if removed.
The walls are much fallen, the reason
being, according to the nice local boy,
who, being found fishing with a
younger brother, was impressed into
taking me over to the island, that, 40
or 50 years ago, a number of Ilocal
people pulled the walls about to see
if there were anything inside, Cer-
tainly stones arz strewn about out-
side the fort especially to the south.
The walls still standing are much
covered with lichen and ivy: there
is much high grass inside: entrance
s on the €ast side, and the creep
passiag:s are to be seen on each side
of it and apparently go right round
the walls although now collapsed in
places so that direct progress round
is prevented. Just to the left of the
entrance, Iins'de, is a rectangular
structure contigucus to the wall, the
purpose of which is uncertain,

While the fort practically sur-
rounds the island there is space oui-
side for a rectangular structure right
on the water's edge and contiguous
to the wall on the east side, south of
the landing-place, which is probably
recent and artificial,

in this same loch is another is-
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FOUR ANCIENT STONE FORTS

land, rocky, with some debrig re- loch we found a large and chzerful
puted to be that of builldings but so ! family where I had obtained the boat
overgrown with ‘holly, brars, etc., on my previous visit but a bigger boy
that investigation would require more  acted as oarsman and guide on this
time than I had to spare on this oc- occasion,

casion, [

On the 26th August, in the same The fort measures 117 feet in-
year, I had the pleasure of making \ side diameter N.E. & S'W. and 68 feet
another visit to the island, this S.E. & NW. The two measuremenis
time in the company of Mr. McGill,  taken of the height inside show 11
and am pleased to be able to provide |feet 3 incheg and 12 feet, the latter
a. photograph supplied by him. While bzing the height beside the steps to
appearing to be taken from the same S.W., allowance being made for the
position mas was that which appears slopz given the tape by the steps.
in “Prehistoric Ireland” this one!The wall is 13 feet wide on the west,
is taken at much closer range and |or left, side of the entrance, 6 feet
shows up details, The small islet on | being the distance from outer edge

the left provides a boatslip, and just
bayond the structure mentioned .in
the penultimate paragraph can be
glimpsed, Up from this to the right.

to passage on this side. The guide
told us that hisg father was setting
part of the inside of the fort with
potatoes 2-3 years ago and came

there is a gap in the wall: the en- lupo.n what, from the boy’s descrip-
trance ig there. On arrival at the|tion, was undoubtedly a cist grave,

: the fortified Island is in the foreground.

View of Lough Anna
Photograph by Mr. P. McGill.
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Inwards from the entrance the
creep passage opens both. to right
and to left. A few yards from the
entrance on the left is an inner stair-
case leading to the open @ir on top
of the wall, The outer height is 14
feet nearer the ledges, mention-
ed earlier, to right of the =zmirance:
just beside these is a fall outwards
which seems obviously artificial, as,
further on, there is a place where
there is a fall inside which seems to
be mnatural, A willow, well over 12
feet high, grows inside the fort.

As noted earlier there is a struc-
ture inside on the left of the en-
trance. Mr., McGull, making engquiries
after this visit, found that this was
constructed and used by poteen makers
so need not be described here.

The loch ig fed by one spring and
nas a river outlet to the sea, Our
young guide told us that a gold orna-
ment was discovered in a hedge a few
years ago in a townland adjacent to
the loch.

Weather conditions on this oc-
castion prevented us from visiting the
second island on Loch Doon but en-
quiries szemed to show, as does ex-
amination through binoculars, that
there the ruins consist of nothing but
a heap of stones. There is. however,
a. small island on Loch Birroge, near
by, on which distinect traces of a wall
can be seen from the bank but there
is o boat on the loch to enable the
casual visitor to inspect it more close-
ly, In any case, the ruins are of
little account ag seen from the shore.

We turn inland again for the
third fort under review. On the 3rd
of August, 1953, I had the privilege
and pleasurs of attending the annual
meeting and excursion of your Society
as the guest of Mr, McGill. Among
the interesting siteg visited on this
cccasion was a fort at Clonceagh
which one reaches by taking a turn
to the right to Annagh Bridge, after
passing the village of Cloghan, going

east along the main road from Glen-
ties to Ballybofey. Here, your Pres-
ident, for whose hospitality to a com-
plete stranger I must record hearty
thanks, described some of the very
numerous remains of archaeological
interest in the neighbourhood, very
few of which we would be able to
visit that day, and mentioned that
the fort beside us hasg a diameier
greater than that of Grianan of Ail-
each, with walls originally 7 teet high,
but now much ruined and repaired
by stop gap stones. There are other
fortg in the immedigte neighbour-
hood but this, apparently, is the only
one with a high wall

Being the third walled fort now
known to me in the county, desp.te
the opinion quoted or.ginally, the only
one known to me at the time, th.s one
confirmed in me the idea that they
ough to be better publicised than they
are, and that the outside world, es-
pecially antiquarians in the other
thirty-one counties, should know that
the County has such antiquitiess to
show the visitor and the expert. _

Already holding this opinion I
was naturally very much interested
when, three days later, Mr. McGill
told me of the fortfied island on Loch
Anna, which he had been discussing
with a stranger, who was interested in
the structure,

But before going on to describe
this it is to be recorded that he and I
made a second visit to Clonceagh. From
this we learned that there are tiiree forts
close together, only one of which is
walled. The entrance of the walled
one is to the N.E. and, from here,
directly across, the internal diameter
is 121 feet, while from S.E. to N.W. it
s 122 feet, so the fort is almost an
sxact circle, The height of the walls
internally is 6 feet 6 inches at what
seems to be the most intact spot and
where the rocks of which the original
walls were formed have sand, etc., to
bind them together. At this spot
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the width of the whole wall js 4 fect
T inches, but at its apparent widest,
where there is g shallow hole in the
foundation wall, {he figure is 8 feet
overall, The hole just mentionzd
cannot represent westiges of a souter-
rain. Grasg covers the interior of the
fort and, in this, a boulder is embed-
ded, but there is no real evidence of
any chamber being sited therein.
The day following news of .Loch
Anna had already been chosen for a
vigit by Mr, McGill and myself to a
ewly disclosed midden site at Cash-
elgolan, the owner of the site, Mr.
Charles Gallagher, having told Mr.
McGill how a storm had wuncovered
suggestive material, So, having speng
a number of hours walking about Mr.
Gallagher’s property with himself as
our guid2, we made for the loch.
There ig one boat on Loch Anna: for-
tunately, a friend of Mr. McGill, Mr.
Campbell, N.T., of Glentles, has a
part share in it., So we called at Mr.
Campbell’s house and found his son,
‘Brendan, just off to join his father,
fortunately for me, now on holiday,
on the loch. The Messrs, Campbell
took us around and on to the fortificd
island and the other two islands sit-
uvated in the loch. Thege other two
do not need further mention: both
are undoubtedly of natura] rock for-
mation, while nelther has any signs
of fortification or other building,
From this preliminary visit to
the -fortified island, we brought away
the idea of an island eiliptical in shape,
longer east-west than mnorth-south,
with a boatslip to the south. It is
well wooded with wild growth, In-
side the surface is of soft soil, though,
‘towards the east end it rises and is
rock baszd, East of north centre
there are stepping stones and, immedi-
ately inside of these there is an ir-
reguliar ling of rocks apparently arti-
ficlally placed, which lead to a hut,
the north and part of the east wall of
which are made of unmortared

stones, The growth on the island,
self set as it ds, was too thick for
further notes of any worth on this
visit,

On return to shore we met Mrs.
Camphbell, just arrived, who told us
that there is a story that the island
was used as a prison for a lady by
one of the O'Donnells. This story
was borne out by a Mr. Willie Ward
whom we met making hay as we de-
scended the hill, He also told wus
that the boatslip was constructed by
a priest some years ago, that the for-
tified island was once planted with
sallies which were cut down early in
the present century, mnature since
then being allowed to take control,
and that the island was once in great
use by poteen makers.

- For the benefit of visitorg it is 10
bz stated that the positions of Loch
Anna is clearly shown on the O.S.
maps but the track leading to it 1is
certainly moi so shown. One goes
about a mile along the Glen road
north of the Owenea River but not as
far as the Greenans Post Office and
then strikes right up a track, just
negotiable by private cars, which
winds up the hill and comeg out on
the crest at a point from which the
loch can be discerned on the left,

Arrangements were made to re-
visit the site In the near future so; on
the 14th of August, Mr. McG:ll and I.
set out to pick up Mr. Campbel] and
his brother-in-law, Mr, Maguire: his
son Bremndan, going by bicycle. Once
arrived at the loch, Mr. Campbel]l and
his family rowed us out to the fortifi-
ed island and worked heroically to
clear the thick growth which had
cut short our previous investigations.
By dint of their efforts we are able
to give the undermentioned details.

The hut mentioned earlier, - or
what remaing of it, ig rectangular,
but remains of both north and south
walls have a slight batter. The east
and west walls are largely col-
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lapsed but it is clear that the en-
trance is at the northwest corner, i.e.,
where the track from the stepping
stones enters the fort. There is a dis-
tinet recess some inches in width and
about 2 feet in depth where the
boulders of which the hut is mainly
constructed reach the natural rock,
this being brought into use to form
part of the south wall, The hut is 11
ft, 6 ins. inside length S.E. to N.W.,
but the crumbling which has taken
place makeg exact measurement dif-
ficult. The breadth is 13 ft. 3 ins,_ in-
side standing walls, Height of wall
to east of entrance is 5 ft. 2ins, on the
side nearer the water, With much
regret we had to conclude that this
must have becn the hut, probably
constructed and almost certainly
used, by the potecm makers.

Including the recess for the boat-
slip which is 10 feet wide total eir-
cumiference of the island, outside the
wall, ig 443 fezt. The width of the
wall which completely surrounds it
varies from 6 ft, 10 ins, to 6 ft. 3 ins.,
measurementg being taken in four
places. Near the hut the wall is 3 ft.
10 ins, high, but such of the wall as is
still standng here appcars to be all
reconstruction, presumably by poteen
makers, .

Diameter from outside of wall to
ocutside of wall almost due north and
south from beside the boatslp is 1213
feet. For what it is worth east-west
diameter is 52 steps, as I made it, but
the thick undergrowth made exact
measurement, despite all the Camp-
bell family labours, impossible.

Thhere is a rocky mound in the
centre towards the east end of the
icland: thig is covered with some 3
inch2s of soil and many loose bould-
ers obviously taken from the bed of
the loch: there ig a trace of a land-
ing-place outside the wall near the

breach by which one approaches the
hut described earlier,

The above-mentioned mound be-
gins to rise 254 feet from the shore
on the S.E, side, 30 feet from that on
the N.E. The rise is too uncertain for
other such measurements owing to
sticks, grass, etc.

The loch is to be found on Sheet
75 of the 6 inch O.S. map, and on
Sheet 23 of the 1 inch map.

It seems that the name ‘Anna’ is
really the genitive of ‘Anmagh’ and
that ‘Loch Anna’ means ‘lake of the
bog Thig properly disposes of the
story of the fortress as, originally, a
place of imprisonment of a lady
named Anna held thire by one of the
O'Donnells. The wallg of the foriress
are reliably said to have crumblcd
when the level of the loch was raised
to supply water for a corn mill below
in the Glenties direction, McShane
seems to have been the name of the
priest who is said to have constructed
the boatslip, and 1888 the year in
which he came to Glenties,

The nature of the material inside
the island and the obviously natural
origin of the other two islands seem
to rule out any likellhood that this
1s a crannog: the wall seems much
more likely to have been built to af-
tford protection in the numerous in-
tertribal confiicts by which the dis-
trict was disturbed in the earliest his-
torical times and could have been
used either as a permanent store or
as a temporary refuge for humans, or
for both, The site of a large fort,
now much destroyed, can be seen
overhanging Glenties as one looks
in that direction from the eminence
on which the loch is situated: but
there does not seem to be any neces-
sary connection between this fort and
the one described here. Its destruc-
tion, at ‘least, ig the subject of many
a tale, '
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The Name Beal Atha Seanaigh

- BY T. S O MAILLE, Ph, D.

It is difficult to accept as factual
the story that the name Beal Atha
Seanaigh is derived from the name
of Seanach, 4-5th century king of
Ulster, who is sald to have been kill-
ed near the ford on the Erne, pre-
viously called 4fh Cro, and buried
nearby, Fatalities of the kind, as
explanations for place and river
names, in the Dindshenchus and
similar sources, are too numerous for
credence, The story of the death of
Seanach is rather apocryphal, not
having been recorded in any of the
Annals, and apparently occurring in
two sources only, themselves dif-
fering inm detail ! Signif-
icant, also, is the time lag be-
tween the death of Scsanach, in the
fifth century, and the use of the
name Ath Seanaigh in the Annals;
the earliest instance I have noted is
‘AD. 1247, in the Annals of the Four
Masters, Annals of Connacht, and
Annals of Loch Ce; Previous to
that date, happenings in the location
concerned are referred to Eas Ruadh,
or Assaroe, ‘

It seems to me that the above
name, instead of being derived from
a parsonal name, is rather based on
a topographical description, and that
the correct form should be Beal Atha
-Seanaidh ‘mouth of the ford of the
slope’.

Topographically, the name suits
perfectly. Elsewhere,2 I have put
forward the view that the Midde
Irish noun seqnadh (seanath), now
obsolete in spoken Irish, is still found
widely distributed in place names,

with the meaning of ‘hillside, slope,
sloping ground’, ‘At Ballyshannon
the sloping ground is quite sig-
nificant, rising as it does, from the
north ‘bank of the river, at the site
of the bridge, and stretching some
distance east and west of the town.

- The Englsh forms of the name3
offer no basis for investigation, but
orthographically the Irish farms
leave room for speculation. The
spelling Seanaigh for the third ele-
ment of the name is by no means
uniform in MS. sources, as shown by
the examples quoted in § II below.

II

1. The T.C.D, copy of the Annals
of Ulster (H I 19) has se(a)naigh,
passim; compare § 111, 4, below.

2. In the O’Clery MS, of the An~
nals of the Four Masters (23 P 6 and
23 P, 7, RIA.), used by O’Donovan
in his edition of the work, we find
se(a)aigh where the word is writien
in full, but an abbreviation, se(a)n—,
or se(a)yn—, is shown in the entries
at the years 1419, 1421, 1490, 1522,

3. The printed edition of the

' Annals of Connacht shows senuigh

in one entry (AD. 1522); . all the
other entries have senaigh, <except
for the earliest occurrence of the
name, at A.D. 1247, where we read
Beol Ada Senaid. o

4. The Academy and Trinvy
College MS, sources of the well
known  Ulster poem by Eoghan
Ruadh Mac an Bhaird, A4 bhean
fuair faill ar an bhfeart, have the
following in quatrain 23; (a)seanaigh
(23 C 35, 150; 23 ‘F 16, 24; 23 N 26,

499.



THE NAME BEAL ATHA SEANAIGH

31; 24 P 12, 123; 24 P 27, 55), seanuigh
(A v 2, 45b); (b) sen— (H 1 14, 166h),
sean— (H I 16, 132); (¢) seannaid
(23 E 14, 165; 23 M 28, 287; 24 M 43,
3). The Book of the O'Conor Don,
a very good MS., has seandh on page
186a. A copy of this poem from an
MS, of O’Curry’s collection, printed
in the Transaclions 0f the Ossianic
Society, V 1857 (1860), 298, shows
Seannaidh.
IIT

In addition to the TUlster Beal
Alha Seanaigh, wWe have MS, evid-
ence for a similar name elsewhere,
as the name of the site where the
battle of Uchbhadh took place, in
the eighth century, This was identi-
fied in 1848 by O’Donovan (Anmnals
of the Four Masters, AD., 733, I 332,
footnote), as Ballyshannon  near Kil-
cullen, Co. Kildare, but the identifi-
cation has been disputed by T F.
O'Rahilly, ini. Hermatheng XLVIII
(1933), 201, who points out that the
older forms of the name, deriving
from a putative Baile ¥Sodhonndin,
have no resemblance to the name
given for the place in early sources.4
It is noteworthy that O’'Donovan did
not mention Ballyshannon or its
identification in his Ordnance Sur-

vey Letters for Co, Kildare, written|

in 18385, . ,
Whatever the location of - the
second Ballyshannon, the following
examples of the name show g fluctu-
ation between the dental and palatal
endings, similar to that detailed in
the forms given in § II above.
.1, Ath seanaith (A.D. 733), Annals
of the Four Masters (Stowe, .C iii 3,
276b).

2. Ath Seanaith (A.D. 733), the
O'Clery redaction of Lebor Gabla
Erenn (23 K 32, 197). :

3. Cath Atha -Senaith (AD. 735),
Annals of Boyle, Revue Celtique XLI
(1924), 324, § 230. -

4. Bellum atho senaich - (A.D.
737), Annals of Ulster I 194.

5 Cath Atha Senaigh (no date),
Annals of Tigernach, Revue Celtique
XVII (1896), 240,

6. Cath Athg Seannaigh (no
date), Keating, Foras Feasa ar Eir-
inn (ed, Comyn and Dinneen),
III 148, line 2350,

IV

In the light of the information
given in the above three sections, I
suggest that the Ulster name was
originally Ath Seanaith, or Ath
Seanaidh, a topographic descrip-
tion evoked by the nature of the
site. Further, in the course of time,
the name became changed to Ath
Seanaigh in MSS, by reason of one

'or more of the following: (a) the ac-

ceptance of the story giving the
death and burial of Seanach as the
origin of the place name; (b) the
unfamiliarity of the obsolete, or ob-
solescent, word seanath6, and the
substitution for it of the familiar
Seanach, a personal name which is
found quite commonly throughout
Irish history; (¢) the confusion,
since the thirteenth century, of —igh
and — idh in Irish; cf. T, F. O'Rahil-
ly, Irish Dialects Past and Present,
p. 53; (d) the tendency towards uni-
formity and modernization of ortho-
graphy, noticeable in the writings
of Michael O Cleirigh and other
seventeenth century scribes; cf, J.
H. Todd, Cogadh Gaedhe] re Gal-
laibh, intro, xvi, :

As a pertinent instance of a
scribal change in the very word,
seanadh, here discussed, see S. Pen-
der’s edition of the O’Clery Book of
Genealogies (Analactq Hibernica, No.
18) § 1616, which gives Geneélach M.
Magnusa an tSeanaigh? for a fam-
ily whose habitat is always. writ-
ten Se(a)nadh in the many refer-
ences to it iny the Annals; the dental
ending is verifiable in the Latin
title of the Annals of Ulster, named
from that very place Annales Sen-

latenses.
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NOTES

1, Hennessy and Kelly, Book of
Fenagh, p. 326, where [t is stated in
a quatrain that Conall Gulban, son
of Niall of the Nine Hostages, slew
Seanach, from whom js named ath
Senaig. Tadhg O Donnchadha,
Leabhar Cloinne Aodha Buidhe, p. 1,
§ 5, which states that Eoghan; son
of Niall of the Nine Hostages, won
the battle of Ath Cro, later called
Ath Seanaigh, against the Ulster-
men, three of whose Kkings  Cis,
Cana, and Séanach, were killed and
buried nearby, thus giving their
names to placés in the vicinity.

2. Journal of Ceitic Studies,
Philadelphia,

3. Sée the list given by O’Donc-
van in his Ordnance Survey Name
Books, Donegal, parish of Kilbarron,
No. 1, p. 13; Murphy’s edition of the
English version of the Annals of
Clonmacnoise, p. 321; also the names
given in Hoganw’s Onomasticon Goe-
delicum, under Ath Senaigh, and Bel
Atha Senaigh.

ATHA SEANAIGH

4. In 1837, it was still given as
Ballysonan, in Lewis’s T'opographical
Dictionary of Ireland I, 167, and as
Ballysonnan on the map in volume
IIT.

9. The maps at the end of the
second volume, however, show Bal-
lishunan (p. 284), Ballyshannon (p.
285). B

6. The place. name Seanach
(Shannagh), found. alone, and in
combination with other words, in
many places all over Ireland, may, I
think, in some cases, be derived irom
seanath, on the analogy cf sciath,
sciach, scoth, scoch,. balach, balath,
and the like; topographically ‘some
of the places are suitable, Shannagh-
beg and Shannaghmore, two town-
lands in north-east Galway, how-
ever, derive from egnach, as they

‘are written Annaghbegg (p, 18_), a.nd

Anaghmore (p. 17),"in-the Book of
Survey and Distribution, Galway 10.

7. For this reference, I am in-
debted to my colleague, Professor
Kathleen Mulchrone.

Hearth Money Rolls

(By J. C. T. MacDonagh, B.Comm.)

HOUSEHOLDERS
“Parish of Kilbarren”
Years 1663—1665.
Bally Mc Ward.

Major John Folliott 3 hearths.
John Hicks, William Leaper, Robert
Patterson, John Wissel; William Bar-
rett, Willlam Stevens,

Kilcarbry.

Robert Henderson, William
Henderson, Jas, McAtyer, Morice
Conely, Connor McAtyer, Willlam

Rathcliffe, Phelomy O’Mulkerran,
Roger Conelly, Flan O’Cleary, Far-
fasy O’Cleary, Myles O’Cleary; Donel
O’Kernan, John O’Gouer,

Cashelil.

Neal O’Gallagher, Neal O'Mul-
kerran, Owen O'Mulkerran, Edmuhd
McAtyer, Owen McCauely, Willilam
O’Gallagher, John O’Gallagher,
Forecossy.

Farigh McGuane, Cashel] Mcll-

martin, Hugh McCana, James O Con-
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HEARTH
nogher, Bryan McGilgea, Richard
Studbery, William O’Luen, Edmond

Allingham, B r y a n McGlinchey,
William Flanagan, Torlogh McFlag-
herty, D:rmond O’Haraghoy, Daniel
McAnulty, Donogh McAtyer, Patrick
Con , Neal O’Gallagan, Neece
McGillissy.

Corlea,

Owen O’Connegall,
Cordoge, Dermond McAnulty,
mund Jones, James Burd.
Ballinemanagh.

Patrick O’'Queen, Morice O’Cleary,
Neal McGillespick, Connogher.
O’'Gallagher, Bryan O’Diver, Nicol
O’Shannaghan, Hugh O’Morea,
William  Fletcher, - Francis Earle,
Phelemy O’Boyle, Willilam Brinan,
Robert Ferrett, Donnell O'Morea,
Ralph Sharpe, Bryan OQuen, Ed-
mund McGillespick, Donnogh Mec-
Coshilly, Willlam O’Diver, Neal
O’'Rogan, Edmund Burrel, Donogh
McTréernan, ' '

Baliyshannon,

Michael Hewson 2 hearths, John
Johnes, 2 hearths, Thomas Preston,
1 hearth, Francls Genings, 2
hearths, Willlam Roby, 1 he=arth;
Patrick McConnelly, 2 hearths, Rob-
ert Eager, 1 hearth, John Dixon 1
hearth, Nicholas Shawe, 2 hearths;
William Rean, 1 hearth, John Lilly,
1 hearth.

John Me-

“Parish of Templecairne”
Years 16631665,

(No townlands mentioned—all cne

hearth each). '
James McGarihan, Andrew Lind-
say, Tool McHugh, Bernett McGrae,
Donnell McMonelly, Torogh McHugh,
Manus McGilbreedy, Henry McGragh,
Owen O’Brinnan, Conor McGragh,
Hugh McKinan, Donogh O©O’Callan,
Towell McHugh, Meal McGragh, John
McGreeny, Bryan O’Callan, John Dunc-
kan, Hugh O’Conwall, Connor McCaf-
frey, Bryan O’Cassy, David Cahoune,
Thomas Woodburne, Patrick Hamilton,

Ed-|

MONEY ROLLS
| Donnell O’'Dunnelly,

Thomas Symon-
ton, George Burnes, William Ossen-
brook, Andrew Dunckan, John Perry,
Hugh McCauhull, Donoghy McLaghlin,
Farrell McLaghlin, Caheel O’Duginan.
James Love,

“Parish of Innish mc Sant”

(No townlands mentioned—with
exception—all one hedrth each)
Lognlin McGoldrick, Donogh Mec-
Culleny, Phelomy McCulleny, Lawrence
O'Crean, Owen Buig McKilpeter, Teg
O’Mulkerran, Jas. O’Muney, Owen
O’Rogan, Torlogh McAnulty, Richard
Bourke, Tegg Oige O’Kerogan, Owen
O’Gower, Donnogh O’Cullenan, Don-
nell O’Mulvany, Patrick O’Banagan,
John McAnulty, Shan McEver, Donogh
QO’Carwill, Robert Desmaire, 2 hearths,
Geo. Russell, Robert Montgomery, John
Rasdell, Donogh O’Tumany, Thomas
O’Flen, Donogh O’Gallagher, George
Griffith, Teig O'Tumany, Thomas Mec-
Ilroy, Hugh Pue, William McGlone,
Owen buy McConelly.

one

LOUGH ESKE and BARNES
MOUNTAINS
1786

In Lough Eske are the fish called
char in great abundance. This is a
most delicate fish and, gene:ally
speaking, about nine inches in length’
and in some degrees resembling trout.
The male, or milting char, has a red
belly, but the flesh is generally Wwhite.
The female, called the roeing char, has

a paler belly, but the flesh is a bright-

er red and the fish is commonly larg-
er. The third sort, called gelt char and
frequently, though it may be cor:uptly
the 'gilt char, is without roe. These fish
are not to be caught by bait but feed-
ing in deep water are taken only in
nets. The adjacent mountains to Lough
Eske abound with wild, red deer.

(*‘Post Chaise Companion”)
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Ancient Church Ruins At Malin Head

(Anonymous).

IMr. Henry Morris refers to this
old edifice as the Gorman Church near
Malin Head, yet that name is never
applied to it by even the oldest of the

inhabitants of the district. The name
of the townland in which it is built,
Ballygorman, would suggest that at

some early period people named Gor-
man were important enough to impress
their name on the place and it is pos-
sible that Mr. Morris in his researches
came across some reference to this
family. There is no local tradition with
regard to when or by whom the church
was founded. Some of the old local
people, up to recently, remember hav-
ing heard that Saint Muirdealach had
some connection with it but whether
he was the founder of the church or
not is not known for certain, The site
of the church is practically on the
beach at the base of a cliff on the
northern side of the Malin Head pro-
montory. The main cliff and a portion
of it which juts farther seaward to the
west cf the ruins so obscure the view
that you are within twenty yards of
the old edifice before it can be seen.
At present the ruins consist of the two
side walls and the eastern gable, all
a’most intact. The foundation course of
masonry is all that remains of the
western gable but many of the stones
of which it was composed are lying
around outside and inside the struc-
ture. The building was thirty-five feet
long and fifteen feet wide. The side

;show what kind of roof was

walls were between eight and nine feet .
high and the apex of the standing gable
is about twenty feet from the outside
ground level. The walls are thirty-two
inches thick. They are faced on both
sides with fairly large stones of various
thickness all standing on their ends
with the spaces between filled with
rubble bound together with lime mor-
tar, This mortar is still so strong that.
some force is required to chip any of
it off. In the gable there is an opening
for a window fortynine inches in
height, with an exterior width-of fif- .
teen inches splayed to forty inches on
the inside, while in the southern side
wall there is one fortysix inches high,
thirteen inches wide on .outside and
thirtyfour inches on the inside. Thick
flag stones were used as lintels on
both windows. A recess in the masonry
round the outside of these openings
shows that window frames were used
but nothing remains to show what
transparent substance filled these
openings, There is no evidence to
on the
building and the only attempt at orna-
mentation is @ rude face carved on the
top stone in the corner between the
south wall and the eastern gable.

The state of the rvin has not
changed within living memory and the
fact that three of the walls - are still
standing would go to prove that the
disappearance of the western gable
was not due to 2ny act of vandalism.
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The door must have been in this gable
and very probably the lintel through
time became dislodged and so caused
the wall to collapse. If tradition, in
this case, is to be regarded as trust-
worthy its preservation from complete
demolition is not entirely due to an
innate horror of desecration on the
part of the natives.

Adjacent to the church is an inlet
used by the fishermen for landing
their boats and the story is still told
that the first stone taken from the
walls was removed by a crew of fisher-
men who - intended using it as an an-
chor for their boat. The cable was
securely tied to the stone and the men
went off to the fishing ground near
Inishtrahull six miles- away. On reach-
ing their destination the stone was put
overboard but it' immediately became
unfastened and the men believed it
had gone to the bottom of the sea. We
can imagine their surprise when they
returned to the port, for the story says
the stone was there before them and
resting securely- in the  place from
which it had been dislodged. This
seems incredible but a miracle of this
kind is probably within the range of
possibilities. On the other hand - the
tale may have been invented -to save
the church from destruction and if
such was the case it served the purpose
well for never since did fishermen--Or
any other person interfere with -the
the walls of the old building.

Another tradition says that sever-
al generations ago the Catholic Curate
of Malin Head took a riumber of men
to 'explore beneath the floor of the
church, On removing the earth they
discovered a large flag stone which the
priest believed to be the table of-the
altar. On lifting the flag a skeleton
was found underneath. The tale gCes
on to say that the priest removed. a
tooth and took it with him to preserve
as a relic. The flag was replaced and
the eanth again placed over it, but for

some reason or other the priest re-
turned the next day, summoned his
helpers re-opened the grave and re-

placed the tooth.

In the face of the cliff about
twenty yards from the south western
corner of the church is a cave known
as the “Wee House of Malin”. This
cave is circular with a diameter of
ten feet and a height of eight feet and
it mppears to have been hewn out of
the rock. It was in all probability the
home of some ecclesiastical hermit
connected with the place.

About a hundred yards from the
ruins of the church in a reef of rocks
that-is completely covered by the sea
at high water is a well about four feet
in depth and three feet in width. This
is known as “Malin Well”. Like that
of Doon Well, the water of Malin Well
is believed to possess fhiraculo-u-s_ cur-
ative powers which are specially ef-
fective in the case of those suffering
from rheumatism. Up to about a dozen
years ago a pattern or fair was held
annually on the fifteenth of August in
the immediate neighbourhood of the
church and was attended by large
numbers from Malin and the neigh-
bouring parishes. Taking into consid-
eration the Feast day on which the fair
was held it seems very probable its Or-
igin was the resuit of reiigious fervour.
Through the succeeding generations,
however, the religious aspect disap-
peared and the sanctity of the spot was
nat being reverenced as it should have
been and for this reason the discon-
tinuence of the fair is not to be re-
gretted.

Many of the older inhabitants of
Malin Head still visit the ¢ld ruins on:
May eve and make the Turus.
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Rally Of The Clans—The O’Donnells

By C. A. Celkin,

Easter Sunday, 1954, witnessed the
opening of a new chapter in the history
of Dcuegal. At 10 o’clock a.m. on that
morning the Minister for External
Affairs, Mr. Frank Aiken, hoisled the
Tostal flag over Allingham Bridge,
Ballyshannon, and that moment signal-
ised the commer.cement of an event cf
great importance — the Clans revival
movement, the first act of which was
the formal reception of the O’Donnell
(Mr. John O’Donel, of Morksown, Co.
Dublin), to the territory of his ances-
tors.

Church and State combined to make
the imauguration an event of great
importar.ce. In Ballyshaunon, and
again in Donegal Town on Easter
Monday, which day was marked - by
impressive pageantry and symbolic
ceremonial. The at'endance embrac-
ed prominent figures in the public life

of the county, and a number of priests,
secular and regular, including, Most
Rev. Dr. MacNeely, Lord Bishop of
Raphoe.

The ceremonies at both places
were witnessed by large crowds
amongst whom were mauy members of

the O’Donneill Clan from all over
Ireland, as well as <Count Gabriel
O’Donnell representing the Clan in

| Austria, who travelled especially to be
Ipreseni at the ceremonies.

Promptly to time, the strains of
martial music heralded the arrival of
the guard of honour of F.C.A. under
the command of Lieut. L. J. Emerscn,
and played into position by the Bally-
shannon: brass and reed band. A few
minutes later the Minister was me: at
the Bridge End by Senator Michael Og
MacFadden, chairman of the Rally cf
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the Clans Committee, Mr. F. P. Britton,
chairman of the Ballyshannaon Tostal
Council, Mr. J. C. MacDonagh, ocrgasn-
iser of the Rally of the Clans, Lieut.
Col. Weaddick (reprecex’ing Col.
Collins-Powell, 0O.C., Western C:im-
mand), ¢nd Comdt. J. L. O’Brien, area
officer, wrko escorted him to the scene
of the ceremonies outside the Market
Yard. Here the Minister inspeted the
F.C.A. guard of hcaour which was
drawn from unit$§ of ‘he South Donegail
Battalion.

‘The first official act of Donegal’s
three weeks of Tostal participation
took place thex, as the Minister hoist-
ed the Tostal flag while ‘he band
buglars ard ' drummers sounded the
geveral salute.

AN HISTORIC MOMENT.
By this time the crowd cf general

public had grown to big proportions
and all traffic over the bridge was halt-

ed. There was an expectant hush as|

the assembly waited in brilliant sumn-
shine for ‘he historic moment when
The O’Donnell would re-enter the
ancient territory of his forefathers, as
Prince of his Clan. Three hundred

‘and fifty years had passed since an
|O"Dornell chieftain had walked freely
'through his territory receiving recognit-
ion from his kinsmen, and now a
chieftain was returning to bridge that
gap in (he history of oue of Ireland’s
most storied corrers. It was a solemn
moment as the group was seen appro-
aching over the bridge. There was the
central figure, The O’Donnell, tall,
stately and ©of scholarly mien. Beside
him walked Count Gabriel O'Donnell
of Austria, Rev. Fr. Terence O’Dcunell,
O.F.M., Ros Nuala, and Mr. F. P.
Britton, Schoolboys from the Bally-
shannon technical school and the De La
Salle schools lined the bridge each
holding a replica of an tSlat Bhan, the
'silver mounted hazel stick, symbol of
chieftairship. As they approached the
'strains of “O’Donnell Abu,” played by
'the band, was wafted on the breeze
over the town and alcng the historic
Erne.

On arrival at the Market Place, the
O’'Donnell was greeted by Mr. J.
Giliespie, P.C., who presenting him
with g tSlat Bhan said :

“As the perscn deputed by the
County Commitiee of the O’Donnell
Rally to meet you here.to-day, ‘in the

Machiners of Ryegrass,

Flaxseed Importers.

AGENTS FOR ALL THE BEST AGRICULTURAL

MACHINERY MAKERS.

SUL. AMMONIA - POTASH - PHOSPHATES.

WM. THOMPSON and Co. (Donzgal) Ltd.
'LETTERKENNY.

506.



RALLY OF THE CLANS

- ‘Il::.l.' hy \
oz
I -

H ‘| i ‘Iln_.
I .|

"

VA
J II"II ;J

Donegal Abbey, subject of an _infcvfniative talk by
Rev. Terenice O’Donnell, ‘O.F.M.
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shadow ©0f the O’Donnell Castle, I feel
- that a great honour has been conferred
upon me on: this historic occasion,
which enables me to present you—the
linea]l descendaunt of {he illustrious Red
Hugh—with An tSlat Ban—the equiv-
alent of the Scepire presented to the
kings. Belashanny is the town of the
O’Donnells. Here it was, on this very
spot, that Red Hugh fought one of his
most successful and bloody battles,
when the shining waters of the Erne ran
red with the blood of the defeated
Saxon army. And, beneath those
convent walls, where stood the rugged
Urn, each in his iiarrow cell for ever
laid, some mighty ®Princes of Tir
Conaill sleep.

“Belashanny made history when
priricces and rulers walked i's streets,
when honest principles were vouched
and vindicated. It was such men who
handed down to us the title-deeds of
sour nation). This day is one of pagean-
try in keeping with that which ou:
forefathers witnessed ‘nn the golden age
of our nationhood.”

“I now formally present {0 you
an tSlat Bhan. In doing so, may I
express the wish that you will carry
away with you from the land of our
ancestors very happy memories of the
people you may meet on your visit to
Tirconaill.,” '

FLATFORM PARTY.

The official party then mounted
the pla’form, where Senatcr MacFadden
presided.

The platform party included
Right Rev. Mgr. J. C. MacGinley, D.D.,
PP.,, V.G, Dean of Raphoe; Rev. Fr.
Terence O’Donnell, OFM. Mr. P.
O’Donnell, T.D., Mr. J. Brernan, T.D.,
Mr. F. P. Britton, Mr. F. Gallagher,
LL.B..chairman of
Council; Mr Gillespie, Mr. P. Doherty,
town clerk, Ballyshanrcn; Messrs. F.
H. Morgan, P. J. Stephens, H. Mec-
Govern, T.C.; C. Smith, J. McDermott,

:iSouth Donegal

Donegal Tostal

Lieut. «Col. Weddick and Comdt.
O’Brien, as well as The O’Donnell and
Count .O’Donnell. Mr. C. A King
was commentalor.

The Minister delivered an address
of weicome, speaking in Irish.

Mr. MacDonagh presented to The
O’Donnell the Standard of the O’Donn-
ell clan amid applause.

At the couclusion of this part of
the ceremonies, Mr. Britton, on behalf
of the local Tostal Council, thanked the
public for their wonderful turn-out to
welcome The O’Donuell to Ballyshan-
non and Donegal. The great gathering
stood to attention. as the baud played
“Faith of Qur Fathers,” and the
“National Anthem.”

There was a crowded congregation
in St. Patrick’s Church later for
Solemwn High ‘Mass celebrated by Rev.
Desmornd O’Donnell, O.M.I., son of Mrs.
and the late Mr. S. O’Donnell, Market
St., Ballyshanuon, who was ordained
recently. Right Rev. Dean MacGinley
presided in the sanctuary. The deacon,
was Father Bertrand Keenan, O.F.M.,
Ros Nuala, Sub-deacon, Father Owen
Roche, O.F.M., do.; Rev. J. Haughey,
C.C., was master of ceremonies. A.
special sermon was preached by Father
Terence O'Dounell, O.F.M., who before
the Mass, solemnly blessed the O’Don-
mnell Standard. _

An F.C.A. guard of honour presented
arms at the Cousecration ard the Rcyal
Salute was sounded.

As well as those mentioned others
who {00k part were Capt. J. Fitzpatrick,
assistant area officer; Capt. J. Hyland,
Battalion O/C.. and
Lieut. F. Muldoou, Donegal, who had
charge of the colour party.

AT DONEGAL

On Easter Monday, the scene
shifted to Donegal Town where
in the shadow of the ruins of the
ancient castle of the O’Donnells, the
O’Dor.nell Clan Association was form-
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ed and a big number of O’Donnells
were invested as members of the
Association, 0of which The O’Donnell is
the leader. Mr. P. O’Donnell, T.D., was
elected tanaiste for the clan in Doune-
gal and it was agreed that the organis-
ing committee of the Rally of the
Claus, in conjunc’ion with the Donegal
Historical Society, should continue to
look after the Association’s affairs for
a further year avhen it is hoped the
Association will be able to take over
its own administration.

‘The day’s proceedings c¢pened with
a lec'ure by Mr. R. S. O’Cochlainn, the
well-known historian of the O’Donnell
Clan who traced the history c¢f the
three main branches of the family —
the Newport, the Larkfield and the
Castlebar branches as well as the
Spanish and Austrian branches — back
to Conail. progenitor of {he Cineal
Conail. A feature of the lecture,
which aroused much interest, was a
genealogical diagram of the family tree.

COLOURFUL PARADE.

One of the most colourful parades
ever held in the historic town of the
Four Masters followed in the af'erroon
and was watched by a crowd estimated
at over 2,000.

His Lordship, Most Rev. Dr.
MacNeely, was present and on arrival
was greeted with the ‘General Salute
and the F.C.A. guard of honour, under
the command of Lieut. J. Harvey, pre-
sented arms. His Lordship who was
accompanied by Mr. F. Gallagher, L1.B.
chairman of the Donegal Town An
Tosal <Council, then iaspected the

Desmond O’Donnell, O.M.I., Father
Terer.ce O’Donnell, O.F.M,, Ros Nuala;
Rev. J. Kelly, C.C.,, Clar; Rev. P.
Deeney, C.C., Donegal; Mr. Cormac
Breslin, T.D., Leas Cheann. Comhairle
Dail Eireann, Mr. P. O’Donrell, T.D.,
and Mr. C. A. King.
An oration was
Sennator MacFadden.

delivered by

THE PAGEANT

The pagean* proper cinsisted of 20
units personifying the successive gener-
ations of the O’Dornell dead who filed
past the platform in front of which was
drawn up the guard of honour of
Ireland’s soldiers of te-day. During
the march past St. Joseph’s brass and
reed band, Strabane, discoursed appro-
priate Irish airs.

‘The parade moved on to the ruins
of Donega] Castle and were followed
by The O’Donnell and the platform
party. In the castle grounds the
O’Donnell S'ardard which was in the
keepinng of the F.C.A. colour party
under Lieut. F. Muldoon, was handed
to The O’Donnell who raised it to the
top of the flagpole surmounting the
tower where, with the National Flag
and the Tostal Flag, it floated proudly

in the breeze. As he raised it the.
General Salute was sounded. The
simple but so impressive ceremony

ended with the playing of “O’Donnell
Abu !” and the “Natioral Anthem.”

COUNTY MUSEUM OPENED

In the preserce cf a distinguished

‘gathering, which included The O’Don-

guard of honour and was introduced | nell, Count O’Donnell of Austria, the

to the platform party.

‘Minis‘er for

External Affairs, Right

On the platform, as well as His Rev. Mgr. J. C. MacGinley, public re-

Lordship and Mr. Gallagher were The
O’Donnell, Count Gabriel O’Donnell of
Austria, Master Hugh O’Donel, son of
The O’Donnell, Senator MacFadden,
chairman of the Rally Committee, Mr.
J. C. MacDcnagh, organiser; Rev.

presentatives, and members of the
Clan Rally Committee, history was
made at the Franciscan Friary, Ros
Nuala, on Easter Sunday evening,
when the. first county museum was
opened by the Minister,
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of the Order of Saint Francis, who
made the rooms available for it.”

Very Rev. Fr. Terence O’Donnell,
O.F.M., speaking in Irish and later in
English, said that the Franciscan
associations with Donegal were age-old
and deep rooted. It was indeed a
great honour for the Friary to house

Main exhibits in the museum were
the original manuscript of The Annals
of the Four Masters and a number of
Chalices used in the Penal times.

Speaking exclusively in Irish, Mr.
Aiken said:

“It is an obligation on us — every-
one of us — to keep the culture and

tradition of our forebears alive. In|the museum and he wished {0 thank
every part of the coun'ry there are|his excellency, the Minister, for per-
relics of that culture and of that tradit- |forming the opening ceremony, and

those responsible for making possible
its establishment there.

Referring to the precious articles
exhibited, Father Terence said that the

ion, and it is but right that the pe0p1e|-
of the distric’'s themselves should make!
every effort to keep them safe, in|
order that they should be available for

the generations that follow. This would
be a great benefit to that imporiant
work — the keping alive of the history
and culture of the Gael. Our thanks
are due to all those who took part in
the founding of this museum, and, as

museum was otly in the initial stages,
but it was hoped that many objects of
historical ard antiquarian interest,
with Donegal associaticans, would be

donated and that it would become more

representative of the wvarious epochs

in the history of the county.

I said before, especially {o the priests

REFERRED TO IN MR. ADAMS ARTICLE — PP_ 481/498.
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The Plantation of Donegal - A Survey

(By V. W. Treadwell, M.A., Queen’s University, Belfast).

N March 20th, 1622, partly as a re-
sult of complaints from Ireland
and partly as a consequence of the
English government’s determination to
make of Ireland an efficient adminis-
trative unit, at once solvent and secure,
a comprehensive Commission was issu-
ed for the investigation of the state of
the country. One of the most important
tasks of this Commission was to exa-
mine the charters and covenants
the undertakers in the plantaitons and
to see how well they had been per-
formed ‘‘either in matter of profit or
safety”. They were also to ascertain
“the quantity of ground in payment
of the rents” reserved to the King; the
buildings undertaken; the leasing of
lands; and the deliberate breach of
covenants. Finally they were to pro-
pose suitable action to remedy defects
and abuses; on all these matters the
Commissioners were to deliver certifi-
cates into the English Chancery. (1).
Most of the twenty-one Commis-
sioners entrusted with this immense
labour surveyed the several planta-
tions in groups of two or three, and,
further instructed in an additional
commission dated the 30th of July, (2)
spent the following month to six weeks
touring their allotted districts. Rich-
ard Hadsor, a native of Louth and a
barrister of the Middle Temple, (3)
and Sir Thomas Phillips, a prominent
servitor of County Londonderry, (4)
were responsible for the survey of Don-
egal and Londonderry. Their reporton
the latter county has long been in

of!

|

print. (5) The original returns of the
Commissioners do not appear to have
survived, but a seventeenth century
copy of them is among the Additional
Manuscripts of the British Museum.
(6) From this MS., in 1924, Robert
Dunlop printed an abstract in extenso
of the report on the Munster plantat-
ion (7), and from it, has also been ex-
tracted the survey of Donegal, printed
below for the first time (8).

Two general points may be noted
of its contents. First, it does not in-
clude the barony of Inishowen, which
was granted to Chichester in 1609 for
his part in the suppression of O’Dogh-
erty’s revolt. Although this grant was
bound by the general conditions of the
plantation of Ulster, it was in fact a
Liberty of a kind already obsolescent
in England, in which the lord’s officers
executed all writs and other process,
“with no sheriff or bailiff of the Crown
to intermeddle” (9). The terms of his
grant and his  influence at Court, en-
abled Chichester to escape the general
inquisition; possibly he had to make
a personal report to the King, but of
this, there is no evidence. On the
other hand, the Commissioners did re-
view the town and district of Bally-
shannon, although (as they are care-
ful to note) Lord Folliott’s grant was
not subject to the conditions of plant-
¢lon. It was presumably for this reas-
on that Pinnar omitted it from his sur-
vey in 1618-19 (10).

Second, although no explanation

is given in the text, the barony of
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Raphoe is reported on in two separate
sections; the precinct of Lifford pre-
tedes and the precinct of Portlough
follows the barony of Kilmacrenan.
This may be the order in which the
Commissioners visited the districts,

In preparing this survey for pub-
licati.n, I have omitted repetition of
stereotyped phraseology and have
placed approximate modern equiva-
lents to seventeenth century place-
names in brackets—these are intend-
ed for general guidance only. In addit-
ion, a number of minor alterations
have been made to the original punct-
uation and word order, in the interest
of clarity. The survey will be publish-
ed in two sections: the first will go as
far as the precinct of Liffer: the
second will include the barony of Kil-
macrenan and the precinct of Port-
lough (i.e. the northernmost part of the
barony of Raphoe).

APPENDIX

1—Rymer-Foedera VII. Part III,
pp. 231-5.

2—Cal. State Papers, Ireland
(1615-25) p.364.

3—Cotton Ms. Titus B.X, f. 180. Cal.
Middle Temple Records, passim.

4—For an account of Phillips, see T.
W. Moody—*“Sir Thomas Phillips,
of Limavady, Servitor” in uirish
Historical Studies I, pp. 251-72.

5—C.S.P.I. (1615-25), pp. 364-78. The
best modern account of this plant-
ation will be found in Moody—
“The Londonderry Plantation
1609-41.” Belfast, 1939 .

6—Additional Ms. 4756.

~ 7—Journal of the Royal Society of

Antiquaries of Ireland. LIV,
pp. 128-146. Dunlop’s introduction
on p. 128 is a complete muddle;
the Commission issued to Falkland
on May 12th, 1622, to which he
refers as authorising the survey of
the plantations, was in fact just a
routine authorisation to settle dis-

DONEGAL — A SURVEY
putes. C.S/P.I. cit. p.353; Cal. Pat,

Rolls (Ireland) of James I, pp.

554-5, :
8—Add. Ms. 4756, ff. 113b-118a.
9—Cal. Pat. Rolls cit. p. 161. For

further details of the barony, see

O. Davies and H. P. Swan—*“The

Castles of Inishowen”, Ulster Jour-
nal of Archaeology, Series 111, vol.
2, pp. 178-208.

10—Pinnar’s Survey is printed in the
Cal. Carew MSS. (1603-23) Dpp.
403-409, Also availabl for compar-
‘son is Carew’s survey\ of 1611,
printed in ibid, pp. 75-6, 221-2,
228, 231, 234, 238-9, 244 seq.
The following should also be Con-
sulted : Cal. Patent Rolls (Ireland)
of Jas. 1.— details of grants. For a
general narrative of the Donegal
Plantation, see . Hill—"Plantat-
ion Papers” (Belfast, 1889) pp.
110-148; and his “Historical
Account of the Plantation of
Jlster to c. 1620.”

A SURVEY OF THE PRESENT
STATE OF THE PLANTATION IN
DONEGAL

BARONY OF TIREHUE

- The ancient fort of Belleck (Bel-
leek), built of lime and stone, now
ruinous and waste, standeth upon a hill
3 mileg above Ballyshannon, upon the
entrance from the County of Ferman-
szh into the County of Donegal. - The
fort commandeth the ford of Belleck
and the end of Lough Erne, where the
boats which come down Lough Erne
do rest, the ford being rocky and not
further passable in the boats. Bally-
shannon is a borough town standing
upon the river which descendeth from
Lough Erne near unto the sea; it has
a bared (sic) harbour. The town has a
Port-Reeve, twelve Burgesses, about
30 Irish houses and two stone houses,
inwhabited with Englishmen—soldiers
for the most part—and some few Irish,

(All) these have neither freehold nor
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leaschoid belonging to the said town.
Of which town, and of Belleck, and of
the Abbey of Ashroe, and of some
lands between Ballyshannon and Bun-
droy (being %4 miles apart), and of the
saimon and eel fishing of the river of
Ballyshannon, the Lord Folliott hath
the farm, by letters patent from the
King, not subject to the conditions of
plantation. In the same town, the
ruinous castle is now demolished by
the Lord Folliott, who is building of a
fair and strong castle there of lime and
stone, already raised to the first storey,
rear unto the river. Adjoining there-
unto, the Lord Folliott had formerly
built a good strong house 3 stories
high and slated, wherein he, his wife
and dwelleth.

There is a ford on the river, near
to the castle, where it is very fit a
bridge should bes erected, being the
passage between the Provinces of
Ulster and Connaught.

There is a chapel of wease near
thereunto, built by Lord Folliott—the
parish church being remote from
thence and ruinous.

2+ Between the town of Ballyshan-
non and the town of Donegal, (being
10 miles distant), Lord Folliott hath a
good quantity of land; the College of
Dublin hath 4,000 acres; and the Bis-
hop of Raphoe hath 6 quarters of land
there. In all of this, there is not any
castle, bawn or stone house but a small
stone house near unto the river of
Ballymagroiety, wherein Francis Ed-
munds, an English gent, dwelleth; the
rest be Irish cottages: dispersed. It
would be a good strength to the towns
of Ballyshannon and Donegal and
those parts lying on the sea coast to
have some Britons planted there.

Sir Paul Gore, kt, hath voluntarily
built a strong house of lime, stone and
brick, 2 stories high, upon the site of
the Abbey of Maghrebeg (Maghera-
beg), adjoining to the sea and
half a mile from the town of Donegal.

The borough town of Denegal

about

standing upon the sea coast, hath a
Port Reeve and 12 Burgesses; there
are about 30 houses, being for the most
part built with stone walls and cover-
ed with thatch, inhabited with English,
who have ng land in freehold or lease-
hold. There is also a ¥ree Scaool,
whereunto there are 200 acres of land
belonging, part whereof doth lie be-
tween Ballyshannon and Donegal and
the rest into Barns Moor in Tirehue.

Sir Basil Brook, Kt., hath volun-
tarily built a bawn of lime and stone
enclosing the raynegof the old castle
there, and within the bawn, he hath
built a house of lime and stone, 2
stories high and slated, where he and
'his wife inhabit, having no estate
‘therein. If he had the inheritance
thereof, he would make it a strong and
defensible place for His Majesty’s ser-
vice, as he affirmeth. British men
present in this town—35. »

Pevenss The Precinct of Boylagh and
Banagh, allotted to Scottish Under-
takers. John Murray, now Lord Vis-.
count of Annan, holdeth as an under-
taker all the precinct, being 8 propor-
tions of land containing 10,000 acres
viz. '

Boylagh Outragh, first granted to
Patrick Vans—1,000 acres. Upon this
stannds the ruinous castle of Bally-
boyle, to which is adjoined the wauls
of a house, buiit about 7 ft. high by Sir
Paul Gore, all being leased.

William Hamilton, gent, hath built
a house of lime and stonz and birch
timber, thatched, (length, 40 feet,
preadth ,26 ft., and height, 20 ft.).
Freeholders, nil; leaseholders for 2i
years—3.

Herbert Maxwell, gent, agent for
the said Viscount, affirmeth that he
hath made 8 minutes, purporting leases
of divers parcels for 21 years, but by
what authority, appeareth not to ws.

British men present — 27, whereof
mezanly armed—1T7.
Cargie, first granted to William .

Siuart—1,000 acres. There is not any
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building but only a small bawn of clay
and stone, situate upon a rock, (length,
66 ft.; breadth, 50 ft.; height, 10 ft.).
This has no gate. Within is begun the
wall of a house (length, 32 ft.; breadth,
22 ft.; and height, above 7 ft.), upon
which wall there doth lie some birch
joists, decayed with the weather, lying
waste without any inhabiting therein
or near thereunto.

Freeholders—nil.

Herbert Maxwell saith he hath
made 15 minutes purporting leases for
2] years of lands.

British men present—32,
reasonable well-armed—17,

Don Connaley (Dunkineely), first
granted to William Stuart—1,500 acres.
There is a ruinous castle Rahen at
Castle Murray, about 8 miles from
Donegal, with a bawn of lime and
stone, standing on a rock compassed
3 parts thereof with the sea, being 150
ft. in length and 120 ft. in breadth,
upon one side whereof there is an an-
cient building for lodgings of lime and
stone, and a gatehouse newly built
and some part of the bawn repaired,
in which house, Herbert Maxwell with
his wife and family dwell,

Freeholders—nil.

Herbert Maxwell affirmeth that he
hath made 12 minutes purporting leases
of lands for 21 years.

British men present—44,
meanly armed—18.

The new borough town of Cale-
kegg (Killybegs), consisting of a Pro-
vost and 12 burgesses, standing on the
sea coast 3 miles from castle Rahen,
‘has one of the best harbours in this
kingdom, being about a mile in length.
Upon the entrance of this harbour,

whereof

whereof

there is a piece of ground containing

about 20 acres, 3 parts whereof is en-
vironed by the sea, and the 4th part

with a bog, which may with small
charge be cut and made an island,
whereupon if there be cause, a fort

may be erected for His Majesty’s ser-

vice, which will command the harbour,’ |

14.

5)

There are 30 acres of common be-
longing to the town

In Calebegg there are 17 British
and Irish inhabitants, whereof some
are poorly armed. The Bishop of Ra-
phoe, in right of his bishopric, possess-
eth the old castle of Calebegg a quar-
ter of a mile distant from the new
town, where there is a parish church,
2 o0ld castles and 6 thatched houses and
the Bishop possesseth the lands from
thence to the mouth of the harbour.
There is no building on this proport-
ion but an old ruinous bawn of lime
and stone (60 ft. square and 8 ft. high)
upon one side whereof there is a ruin-
ous castle (30 ft. in length and 20 ft.
in breadth) without any floors or cov-
ering; thereto adjoining is the ruins of
an old house lying waste, without any
inhabitant therein or near thereunto,
but only James Hamilton, who hath
built a house of clay and stone, where-
in he dwelleth with his family.

Freeholders—nil.

Herbert Maxwell also affirmeth
that he hath made 4 minutes purport-
ing leases for 21 years.

British men present—T7;
meanly armed—->.

Mullaneagh, first granted to James
McCullough—1,000 acres. There is no
building.

Freeholders—nil.

Herbert Maxwell allegeth that he
hath made 3 minutes purporting leases .
for 21 years .

British men present—whereof arm-
ed—1.

Boylaghutragh, first granted to
George Murray- 1500 acres. There is
no building.

Freeholders—nil.

Herbert Maxwell saith that there
are leaseholders for 21 years or
(lives?) (MS defective here).

There is but one British family.

The Rosses, first granted to Lord
Bombe—2,000 acres. There is no build-
ing.

whereof

Freeholders—nil.
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Herbert Maxwell aliegeth that he
hath made a lease for 21 years of the
said proportion to Captain Thomas
Dutton, who resideth not there.

Moynargon, first granted to Alex-
ander Cunningham—1,000 acres. There
is not any building but only a small
bawn of lime and stone with a gate,
and a little timber house within, built
by Sir Thomas Chichester, Kt., wherein
there is not any inhabiting.

Freeholders—nil.

Herbert Maxwell affirmeth he
hath made 3 minutes purporting leases
of lands for 21 years.

There are but 2 British men.

BARONY OF RAPHOE
The Precinct of Liffer, allotied to
English Undertakers,

Corlackey, first granted
Thomas Cornwall, Kt.,—2,000
Captain Thomas Davies
brother, Robert Davies, this proport-
ion, whereupon there is a house built
of stone and clay, one storey high, of
birch timber and covered with thatch,
and a bawn of clay and stone (adjoin-
ing to the house) 40 ft square and 8
ft. high, with 2 flankers covered with
thatch. Near unto the house, there is
a village erected, consisting of 2 Eng-
lish-like houses, birch timber-loamed
and thatched:; about half a mile dis-
tant from the house, there are 3 other
English-like houses, inhabited with
Englishmen.

Freeholders—1.

Reputed Freeholders—3.

Leasesholders for 21 years—I1.

Tentants-at-will—24, whereof di-
verse are said to be in Wales.

British men present, well-armed—
13.

Tonaforis, first granted to Sir Ro-
bert Remington, Kt., — 2,000 acres. Sir
Ralph Bingley, Kt., hath built a house
of lime and stone, having 2 returns, 50
ft long and 19 ft. broad, the middle
part thereof 26 ft. long and 24 ft. wide,
being 2 stories and a half in height,

to  Sir

acres. |
holds of his|
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not yet finished—3 parts thereof being
slated and there being some materials
for the finishing of the residue there--
of. The house is situate on the River
of Fynn near unto the ford which is
the chiefest passage into the mountains
of Barnes Moor and is a principal
place for the King’s service, where a
bridge is very needful to be built. Near
adjoining to this house on the other .
side of the river, Sir Ralph Bingley
hath erected a village called Bally-
bofey, wherein a market is kept, con-
sisting of 12 houses and cottages
thatched, some of stone and the rest of
{imber, inhabited for the most part
with British.

Reputed Freeholders—4.

Leaseholders for 21 years—13.

Tenants-at-will—3.

British men present,
—22.

Shraghmiclar (Stranorlar),
granted to Sir Henry Clarke
Clare)—1,500 acres.

Peter Benson hath built near the.
river of Fynne a house, slated, of lime
and stone and birch timber—58 feet
long, 20 ft. wide, with 2 returns, the
one 36 ft. long and 20 ft wide, the
other 28 ft. long and 18 ft. wide, being
a storey and a half high. This house
is compassed with a bawn of lime and
stone 120 ft. square, with 4 flankers
12 ft. square apiece—both bawn and
flankers being 9 ft. high; wherein Ben-
son, his wife and family inhabit.

Near to ths house, Peter Benson
hath erected a village of 10 houses and
cottages, whereof 3 are stone houses
50 ft. long apiece, 1 of them being cov-

well-armed

first
(also .

‘ered with thatch, the other 2 not cov-

ered, all inhabited with British ten-
ants.
Reputed Freeholders—a3.
Reputed leaseholders for lives—I.
Leaseholders for years—15.
Tenants-at-will—1.
British men present—33,
well-armed—26.
. Agagaltie

whereof

(Aughagault Big and
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Convoy)—2,000 acres.

William Willson, esq., hath built
a house of lime and stone and birch
timber, slated, standing on a mount
called Dundree, 50 ft. long and 18 ft.
wide, with 2 returns whereof one is
27 ft. long and 18 ft. wide and 2 stories
high; the other is 33 ft. long, 18 ft.
wide and 1 storey high. The upper
rooms of the house are unfloored.
There is a bawn from the forefront of
the house, of lime and stone, 100 ft.
square and 12 ft, high. In the house,
Willson, his wife and family dwell, and
near to the same, there are 6 cottages,
thatched, inhabited with Britons.

William Willson acknowledgeth
that he hath made no legal convey-
ance to any Freeholder, and that he

made diverse imperfect notes purport- |

ing leases for years to diverse other of
his tenants. ,

British men present—87, whereof
meanly armed—#gz.

Killanagerdon (Killygordon} —
1,000 acres.
Captain Ralph Mansfield hath

built a house near the river of Finn, of
lime, clay and stone, 60 ft. in length,
and 20 ft. wide with some returns, 2
stories high, slated, some of the parti-
tions and floors not finished, with a
bawn adjoining to the forefront of the
house, 120 ft. square and 9 ft. high,
with 4 flankers, 15 ft. square apiece,
with birch timber and thatched, where-
in Captain Mansfield’s son’s wife and
family dwell.

Near thereunto he hath erected a
village consisting of 10 cottages thatch-
ed, inhabited with British, and about
half a mile from the river, he hath
erected another village consisting of
8 cottages which are decayed, and two
of them without any tenants in them.

Freeholders—2.

Leaseholders for lives—1.

Leaseholders for years—S5.

British men present—18. Wwhereof
armed—11,
Acarine, first granted t¢ Captain
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Russell—1,500 acres.

There is a castle of lime and stone
standing on the river of Finn, called
Castle Finn, re-edified with good ad-
ditions to it by Sir John Kingsmill, 40
ft. square, 43 ft. high and 3% stories,
slated and battlemented. Adjoining to
the Castle, there is a strong bawn,
built of lime and stone, 100 ft. square
13 ft. high, with 3 flankers, slated. To
this bawn, Sir John Kingsmill intends
to make an outwork of fortification,
which will make it very defensible; in
which castle Sir John Kingsmill, his
wife and family inhabit.

Near to the said castle, there is a
village consisting of 25 thatched cot-
tages, inhabited with Britons—being,
for the most part, soldiers—where: his
troop lies in garrison.

Reputed Freeholders—4.

Reputed Leaseholders—4.

British men present, well armed-29.

The borough town of Liffer (Lif--
‘ford) standeth on a river (to which
boats may come from Lough Foyle);
and hath about fifty- four
houses, some of stone and slated, the
rest of timber, thatched—inhabited,
for the most part, with English. _

In this town, His Majesty hath a
fort, built of lime «nd stone, wherein
is a fair stone house, 112 feet
'long and 21 ft. wide, 2 storeys high,
slated, with 4 dormers. The walls of
this fort are in most part decayed.
Captain Tichbourne hath his company
in garrison there.

To which town there is 1,000 acres
of common -allowed by Sir Richard
Hansard, Kt., deceased.

There are reputed Freeholders,
made by Sir R. Hansard, of their
dwelling-houses and small parcels of
land thereunto belonging—a31.

Reputed Leaseholders for years-23.

British townsmen armed—18, and
soldiers that are freemen of the town.

Monastory (Ballymonaster), first
granted to Sir Thomas Coach, Kt., —
1,600 acres. :
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Sir Richard Hansard hath built a
bawn of lime and ctone, 80 ft. Square
and 12 ft. high, with 4 flankers; on the
fore part whereof he hath built a
house of stone and.lime, slated, 40 ft.
long and 20 ft. broad, being 13 storeys
high, with 2 returns 12 ft. long apiece.
Near to this house is erected a wvillage
consisting of 10 houses of cage-work,
some 2 storeys high and the rest 13
storeys, inhabited with English. There
is also a water mill built near the
town.

Reputed Freehoiders—9,
British men present, armed—10.

Lismonaghan, first granted to Sir
Thomas Coach, Kt.,—1,000 acres.

Lady Coach hath built a house, be-
ing on Lough Swilly, of lime and stone,
24 ft. long and 18 ft. wide and 13}
storeys high, with birch timber, slated;
whereunto is added a timber house, 36
ft. long, 24 ft. wide and thatched. Ad-
joining to this house, there is a bawn
of lime and stone, 60 ft. square and 10
ft. high, with 2 flankers 15 ft. square
apiecce, covered; in which house Lady
Coach and her family dwell Near
unto this house there are 4 houses,
thatched, inhabited with English.

Reputed Freeholders—3.
Reputed leaseholders for lives—2.
Leaseholders for 21 years—d.

British men present, well-armed-18

Dromere and Lurgagh, first grant-
to Sir Maurice Berkeley, Kt., 2,000

acres.

There is a house of lime and stone
built on Lough Swilly by Sir Ralph
Bingley, 45 ft. long and 24 ft. wide,
with a return, 21 ft. long and 24 feet

wide, 14 storeys high, slated; to which
is adjoined a bawn ©of brick, 150
ft. square and 5 ft. high; in which
house, Sir Ralph Bingley, his wife and
family dweli. Near unto this house,
there is a village of thatched houses,
inhabited with Britons.

Reputed Freeholders—>5.

- Reputed leaseholders for lives—2.

Reputed leaseholders for years-23.

Tenants-at-will—2.

British men present—33,
well-armed—30.

whereof

DIED AT 109.

Letterkenny, November, 1836.
Died at her son’s residence, Sall-

aghagreen, near Letterkenny, Mrs.
Eleanor Gallagher, relict of Mr. Caris.
Gallagher, aged 109 years. Her

last confinement was about 50 years
ago, when she gave birth to 3 children,
two of whom are still living. She re-
tained the use of all her faculties to
within a few hours of death, having
been able to read without glasses up
to two months ago. Her memory was
excellent and she could tell of all the
important events of the past 100 years,
like the great frost of 1789.

FACTION FIGHTING
Kilmacrennan, May, 1§32

_ At the fair of Kilmacrennan a de-
|sperate contest took place between two

factions — the Gallaghers and tne
1.\*10G-ettigans, which terminated in
broken heads and arms. The affray

would have been more serious and
lives lost but for Lieut. Persse and his
police, and the timely interference of
Rev. Mr. Hestings, the Rector, who was
obliged to read the Riot Act. The Rev.
Mr. McGee, the P.P., did all that a
man could to assist the authorities to
restore order. :
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MANUFACTURERS OF THE FAMOUS
BELLEEK WARE

“IT MUST BE SEEN TO BE ADMIRED AND EXAMINED TO BE
_ ESTIMATED—A1t Journal. | L

Tea Sets, Vases, Ornaments, and hand-
made Fruit Baskets

Depots at Bundoran and Ballvshannon

TOURISTS ARE INVITED TO INSPECT OUR WORK AT
BELLEEK, SIX MILES FROM BUNDORAN, '

CARD BASKETS, FRUIT BASKETS, COMPORTS IN MANY AND

VARIED DESIGN IN PLAIN WEAVING AND WITH EXQUISITE

FLORAL DECORATION, HANDWOVEN CAKE-PLATES AND

TRAYS FOR MORI\ING AND AFTERNOON SERVICES. AND A

GREAT VARIETY OF HAND-OME GIFT ORNAMENTS OF
EVERY DESCRIPTION.




MAGEE’S
Handwoven Tweeds

When in Donegal visitors are invited to see
Magee’s Hand Weaving Factory. Magee’s
All-Wool Hand-woven Tweeds are. World |
Famous and may be obtained from the
leading Drapers and Tailors in the County.

MAGEE & CO,, LTD,,
THE FACTORY.
DONEGAL
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SHENE HOUSE HOTEL LIMITED,
BUNDORAN

TELEPHONE - 27.
Beautifully Situated on Cliffs, over-looking
Donegal Bay.
First-class catering.

- Every comfort.
OPEN ALL THE YEAR.
APPLY — MANAGERESS.
H. & C. WATER o CENTRAL HEATING.

AA, RIAC, & I.T.A. APPOINTMENTS

COUNTY DONEGAL RAILWAYS
JOINT COMMITTEE

offer you

FREQUENT RAIL AND ROAD
PASSENGER SERVICES

Giving con egons to and from Dublin, Relfast and
Cross-Channel Stations.

For full particulars, apply at local Stations
or to —
B. L. CURRAN.
Manager & Secrctary,

STRANORLAR.
'Phone - Ballybofey 8 '



THE LETTFRKENNY HOSIERY Co Ltd.
LETTERKENNY.

MANUFACTURERS OF HIGH-CLASS KNITTED OUTERWEAR,
MEN’S HALF- HOSE AND BOY’S STOCKINGS
Trade marks “ERRIGAL,” IVERNIA,” “IVERNIT.”
Wken in Iotterkenny visit our c'h{)p .

“The Hosiery Shop, Ltd.,
Factory Buildings.

Many Bargains at Factory Prices, also Factory Seconds and Jobs.
FISH]NG TACKLE — We are one of the largest stockists in the
North-West for Salmon and Trout tackle.

BARTLEY RAMSAY’S,
LETTERKENNY

IN THE HISTORY OF HIGH CLASS

Drapery and Foctwear
FOR SERVICE AND VALUE WE CANNOT BE SURPASSED.I

'MICHAEL FLOOD (Motors) LTD.
DONEGAL and BALLYSHANNON

Main Ford Dealers

Sales - Service - Satisfaction.

Donegal Homespuns,
Irish Linens,
Souvenirs

: AT ¢

CORMAC BRESLIN and SONS,

Bunbeg - - Gweedore




EVERYTHING YOU NEED
IN PRINTING CAN BE

SUPPLIED BY

THE DONEGAL DEMOCRAT LTD.

'PHONE : BALLYSHANNON 6.

COUNTY’S BEST ADVERTISING MEDIUM IS
“THE DONEGAL DEMOCRAT”.

DONEGAL |
~ HIGHLANDS! !

Cheap and Convenient Travel by

“LOUGH SWILLY”

Bus Services, which traverse the whole of North-West Donegal
embracing the principal Seaside, Fishing and Holiday Resorts of
the County and a variety of first class Golf Links.
THE BRACING AIR IS UNRIVALLED !
THE SCENERY UNEXCELLED !

SOMETHING NEW — A REALLY BENEFICIAI, HOLIDAY.

Ask Conductors for time-tables and guides, or write :—
GENERAI. MANAGER, .. & L. S. RAILWAY. DERRY.
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THE CITY OF
_LONDONDERRY

Owing to its long history and its geographical position the
city of Londonderty has a distinctive and attractive life of its own.

It was born over fourteen hundred years ago, when St.
Columba founded a monastery in the oak grove, on the hill where
later the walled city was to stand. It began, therefore, ag an
ecclesiastical community, surviving for centuries frequent burn-
ings by plundering Northmen and native armies, Then in the six-
teenth century, when Ireland became involved in European wars
and politics, the position of Derry at the mouth of one of the great
rivers leading directly into the heart of Ulster led to its fortifi-
cation as a garrison town, important strategically. So it became a
walled city, numbering two sieges in its long and laden story, and
the second of the.e makes one of the greatest chapters of history.

_ To anyone interested in olden times Derry has a constant
fascination. Its ancient walls still stand and everywhere the
present meets the past. There are quaint glimpses in unexpected
places of stately Georgian doorways and windows. Old muzzle-
loading cannon look down on a modern warship at the quay side
where descendants of Columba’s gulls are still crying and calling.
Yet it has its own modern life, its clashes of standards and culture,
its own interesting economic and social problems.

One of its greatest attractions is, perktaps, the ease with which
one can exchange the country for the city. To the West are the
hi'ls of Donegal; down the broad lough to thg East the headland
of Benevenagh stands out against. the sky; while to the South-East
rise the rounded peaks of the Sperrin mountains.
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A PRODUCT OF THE DONEGAL GAFEI.TACHT.

Trode Fnqguirics ; Gaedarra Fircann, Westlapd Row, Dublin,










